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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 252B.25 CONTEMPT -- COMBINING 

2 ACTIONS. 

3 Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, if an 

4 obligor has been ordered to provide support in more than one 

5 order, the unit may bring a single action for contempt to 

6 enforce the multiple orders. The unit shall file the action 

7 in the district court of a county where at least one of the 

8 support orders was entered or registered. For the purposes of 

9 this section, the district court where the unit files the 

10 action shall have jurisdiction and authority over all other 

11 support orders for the obligor entered or registered by a 

12 court of this state and affected under this section. 

13 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 252B.26 SERVICE OF PROCESS. 

14 Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the 

15 unit may serve a petition, notice, or rule to show cause under 

16 chapter 252A, 252C, 252F, 252H, 252K, 598, or 665 as specified 

17 in each chapter, or by certified mail. Return acknowledgement 

18 is required to prove service by certified mail, rules of civil 

19 procedure 1.303(5) and 1.308(5) shall not apply, and the 

20 return acknowledgment shall be filed with the clerk of court. 

21 Sec. 3. Section 2520.3, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

22 follows: 

23 2520.3 NOTICE OF INCOME WITHHOLDING. 

24 All orders for support entered on or after July 1, 1984, 

25 shall notify the person ordered to pay support of the 

26 mandatory withholding of income required under section 2520.1. 

27 However,-£or-orders-£or-stlppor~-e"~ered-be£ore-atl%y-%,-%984, 

28 ~he-e%erk-o£-~he-dis~rie~-eotlr~,-~he-ehi%d-stlppor~-reeovery 

29 tl"i~,-or-~he-perso"-e"~i~%ed-by-~he-order-~o-reeeive-~he 

30 sHppor~-payme"~s,-sna%%-"o~i£y-eaeh-perso"-ordered-~o-pay 

31 stlppor~-tl"der-sHeh-orders-o£-~he-ma"da~ory-wi~hho%di"g-o£ 

32 i"eome-reqtlired-tl"der-see~io"-%5%9~%~--~he-"o~iee-sha%%-be 

33 se"~-by-eer~±£ied-mai%-~o-~he-perso"~s-%as~-k"ow"-address-or 

34 ~he-perso"-sha%%-be-perso"a%%y-served-wi~h-~he-"o~iee-i"-~he 

35 ma""er-provided-£or-serviee-o£-a"-or±gi"a%-"o~iee-a~-%eas~ 
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1 £i£tee~-days-prior-to-tne-orderi~g-o£-i~eome-witnno%di~g-~~der 

2 seetio~-r5r9~%~--A-perso~-ordered-to-pay-s~pport-may-wai~e-tne 

3 rignt-to-reeei~e-tne-~ot±ee-at-a~y-time. However, this 

4 subchapter is sufficient notice of implementation of mandatory 

5 withholding of income under section 252D.l without any further 

6 notice. 

7 Sec. 4. Section 252D.l0, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

8 follows: 

9 252D.l0 NOTICE OF IMMEDIATE INCOME WITHHOLDING. 

10 ~ne-~otiee-req~ireme~ts-o£-seet±o~-%5%9,3-do-~ot-appiy-to 

11 tnis-s~benapter. An order for support entered after November 

12 1, 1990, shall contain the notice of immediate income 

13 withholding. However, this subchapter is sufficient notice 

14 for implementation of immediate income withholding without any 

15 further notice. 

16 Sec. 5. Section 252D.l6, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code 

17 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

18 b. A sole payment or lump sum as provided in section 

19 252D.l8C, including but not limited to payment from an estate 

20 including inheritance, or payment for personal injury or 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

property damage. 

Sec. 6. Section 

amended by striking 

Sec. 7. Section 

follows: 

252D.24, subsection 2, Code 2005, is 

the subsection. 

252I.3, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

252I.3 INITIAL NOTICE TO OBLIGOR. 

~ne-~~it-may-proeeed-~~der-tnis-enapter-o~%y-±£-~otiee-nas 

bee~-pro~ided-to-tne-ob%igor-i~-o~e-o£-tne-£o%%owi~g-ma~~ers~ 

%.--~ne-ob%igor-is-pro~ided-~otiee-o£-tne-pro~isio~s-o£ 

tnis-enapter-i~-the-eo~rt-order-estab%isni~g-tne-s~pport 

ob%igatio~. The unit or district court may include language 

in any new or modified support order issued on or after July 

1, 1994, notifying the obligor that the obligor is subject to 

the provisions of this chapter. However, this chapter is 

sufficient notice for implementation of administrative levy 
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1 provisions without further notice of the provisions of this 
2 chapter. 

3 ~---~he-~ft±~-may-seftd-a-fto~±ee-by-reg~%ar-ma±%-~o-~he-%as~ 

4 ~ftowft-address-or-~he-eb%±gor,-fto~±ry±ftg-~he-ob%±gor-~ha~-~he 

5 ob%±gor-±s-s~bjee~-~o-~he-~re~±s±ofts-or-~h±s-eha~~er,-w±~h 

6 ~roor-or-ser~±ee-eom~%e~ed-aeeerd±ftg-~e-r~%e-or-e±~±% 

7 ~roeed~re-%.44~• 

8 Sec. 8. Section 252I.5, subsection 1, Code 2005, is 

9 amended to read as follows: 

10 1. If an obligor is subject to this chapter under section 

11 252I.2, the unit may initiate an administrative action to levy 
12 against the accounts of the obligor. ~r-fto~±ee-has-~re~±o~s%y 

13 beeft-~ro~±ded-~~rs~aft~-~o-see~±oft-~5~~.3T-r~r~her-fto~±ee-±s 
14 fto~-req~±red. 

15 Sec. 9. Section 252J.3, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 2005, 

16 is amended to read as follows: 

17 The unit shall proceed in accordance with this chapter only 

18 if the unit sends a notice ±s-ser~ed-oft to the individual ±ft 

19 aeeordaftee-w±~h-r~ie-or-e±~±%-~roeed~re-%.395-er-fto~±ee-±s 

20 seft~-by-eer~±r±ed-ma±%-addressed-~o-~he-±ftd±~±d~ai~s-%as~ 

21 kftOWft-address-aftd-ser~ed-~~oft-afty-~ersoft-who-may-aeee~~ 

22 ser~±ee-~ftder-r~ie-e£-e±~±%-~roeed~re-%.395.--Re~~rft 

23 aeknow%edgmen~-±s-req~±red-~o-~ro~e-ser~±ee-by-eer~±£±ed ~ 

24 regular mail to the last known address of the individual. The 

25 notice shall include all of the following: 
26 Sec. 10. Section 252J.3, subsections 4 and 5, Code 2005, 

27 are amended to read as follows: 

28 4. A statement that if, within twenty days of ser~iee 

29 mailing of the notice on to the individual, the individual 

30 fails to contact the unit to schedule a conference, the unit 

31 shall issue a certificate of noncompliance, bearing the 

32 individual's name, social security number and unit case 

33 number, to any appropriate licensing authority, certifying 

34 that the obligor is not in compliance with a support order or 

35 an individual has not complied with a subpoena or warrant. 

-3-

• 



• 

S.F. -------- H.F. ~77 

1 5. A statement that in order to stay the issuance of a 

2 certificate of noncompliance the request for a conference 

3 shall be in writing and shall be received by the unit within 

4 twenty days of serv±ee mailing of the notice Oft to the 

5 individual. 
6 Sec. 11. Section 252J.4, subsections 1, 2, and 6, Code 

7 2005, are amended to read as follows: 

8 1. The individual may schedule a conference with the unit 

9 following serv±ee mailing of the notice pursuant to section 
10 252J.3, or at any time after service of notice of suspension, 
11 revocation, denial of issuance, or nonrenewal of a license 

12 from a licensing authority, to challenge the unit's actions 

13 under this chapter. 
14 2. The request for a conference shall be made to the unit, 

15 in writing, and, if requested after serv±ee mailing of a the 

16 notice pursuant to section 252J.3, shall be received by the 

17 unit within twenty days following serv±ee mailing of the 

18 notice. 
19 6. If the individual does not timely request a conference 

20 or does not comply with a subpoena or warrant or if the 

21 obligor does not pay the total amount of delinquent support 

22 owed within twenty days of serv±ee mailing of the notice 

23 pursuant to section 252J.3, the unit shall issue a certificate 

24 of noncompliance. 

25 Sec. 12. Section 252J.6, subsection 1, unnumbered 
26 paragraph 1, Code 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

27 If an obligor is not in compliance with a support order or 

28 the individual is not in compliance with a subpoena or warrant 

29 pursuant to section 252J.2, the unit ftee±f±es mails a notice 

30 to the individual pursuant to section 252J.3, and the 

31 individual requests a conference pursuant to section 252J.4, 

32 the unit shall issue a written decision if any of the 

33 following conditions exists: 

34 Sec. 13. Section 600.16A, subsection 5, Code 2005, is 
35 amended to read as follows: 
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1 5. 
2 rights 

3 may, or 
4 support 
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Notwithstanding subsection 2, a termination of parental 

order issued pursuant to this chapter, section 600A.9 

any other chapter shall be disclosed to the child 

recovery unit, upon request, without court order. 

14. NULLIFICATION OF RULES. The following rules are 
6 nullified: 

5 Sec. 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 

12 

13 

1. 441 IAC 98.22. 
2. 441 IAC 98.23. 
3. 441 IAC 98.33. 
4. 441 IAC 98.92. 

This bill relates 

The bill adds new 

EXPLANATION 

to child support provisions. 

Code section 2528.25, which provides that 
14 notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, if an 

15 obligor has been ordered to provide support in more than one 

16 order and has not complied with more than one order, the child 

17 support recovery unit may bring a single action for contempt 
18 to enforce these multiple orders. The action for contempt is 

19 to be filed in the district court in a county where at least 

20 one of the support orders was entered or registered. The bill 

21 provides that the district court where the unit files the 

22 action has jurisdiction and authority over all other support 

23 orders for the obligor entered or registered by a court of the 
24 state and affected under the new provision. 

25 The bill also adds new Code section 2528.26, authorizing 
26 the unit, notwithstanding any provision of law to the 

27 contrary, to serve a petition, notice, or rule to show cause 

28 as provided in each chapter specified (Code chapter 252A, 

29 252C, 252F, 252H, 252K, 598, or 665), or by certified mail. 

30 The bill requires return acknowledgement to prove service by 

31 certified 

32 procedure 

33 served by 

34 procedure 

35 affidavit 

mail. The bill provides that rule of civil 

1.303(5) relating to the time limit for a party 

mail to file a motion or answer and rule of civil 
1.308(5) requiring proof of mailing to be by 

and a duplicate copy of the papers referred to in 
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1 the affidavit to be filed with the court do not apply. The 

2 bill also provides that the return acknowledgment to prove 

3 service by certified mail is to be filed with the clerk of 

4 court. 

5 The provisions in the bill amending Code sections 2520.3 

6 and 2520.24, subsection 2, provide for the elimination of one 

7 of the notices regarding income withholding that are currently 

8 sent to the obligor. The notice eliminated is the notice 

9 
10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 
16 

17 
18 

19 

20 

21 

22 
23 

24 

which is sent by certified mail to the obligor after a child 
support order is entered and before an income withholding 

order is entered. The federal law requiring prior notice of 

income withholding was repealed. The conforming provisions 

nullifying 441 IAC 98.22, 441 IAC 98.23, and 441 IAC 98.33 

eliminate this notice requirement in the rules for mandatory 

and immediate income withholding and also eliminate the 
requirement that a file-stamped copy of the order be 

maintained in the clerk of court's and the unit's files. The 

rules provision regarding the filing of the income withholding 

order with the clerk of court which is eliminated by such 

nullification is maintained in Code section 2520.23. 

The provision in the bill amending Code section 2520.16, 

subsection 1, specifies that, for the purpose of attachment to 

pay support, "income" and specifically lump sum payments, 
include payment from an estate including inheritance, or 

25 payment for personal injury or property damage. 
26 The provisions in the bill amending Code sections 252!.3 

27 and 252!.5, and the provision nullifying 441 IAC 98.92, 

28 eliminate one of the notices to obligors regarding 

29 administrative levy of an account at a financial institution. 

30 The provisions amending Code sections 252J.3, 252J.4, and 

31 252J.6 require the unit to send a notice of potential license 

32 sanction to an obligor by regular mail instead of serving the 
33 obligor by certified mail . 

34 The bill amends Code section 600.16A to require that a 

35 termination of parental rights order issued pursuant to any 
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1 Code chapter be disclosed to the child support recovery unit, 

2 upon request, without a court order. Current law specifies 

3 that an order issued under Code section 600A.9 or Code chapter 

4 232 as provided pursuant to Code section 232.147, by the 

5 juvenile court, may be disclosed to the unit, but does not 

6 specify that an order issued under Code chapter 600 or any 

7 other chapter may also be disclosed to the unit. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 
22 

23 

24 
25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-7-

LSB 1057HV 81 

pf:nh/pj/5 

• 

• 

• 



' 
Fiscal Services Division 

Legislative Services Agency 
Fiscal Note 

HF 477- Child Support (LSB 1057 HV) 
Analyst Jennifer Vermeer (Phone: (515) 281-4611) Uennifer.vermeer@leg1s.state 1a.us) 
Fiscal Note Version - New 

Description 

House F1le 477 amends various proVISions related to child support recovenes. The prOVISions 
streamline operations of the Child Support Recovery Unit by reduc1ng the number of notices 
sent to obligors, allow1ng the use of certified mail. and allowing the use of a s1ngle action against 
an obligor who has not complied w1th multiple orders. 

Assumptions 

1. There will be mcreased administrative costs to implement the requ1rements of the Bill of 
$16.000 1n FY 2006. 

2. There will be a sav1ngs in office suppl1es and postage costs of $48,000 1n FY 2006 and 
$64,000 in FY 2007 

3. There will be a savings in the costs for process servers of $35.000 1n FY 2006 and 
$111.000 in FY 2007. 

4 There w1ll be a decrease in requests to Sheriffs to serve notices. 
5. Clerks of Court w111 expenence a decline 1n the number of transact1ons from the Child 

Support Recovery Umt 

Fiscal Impact 

The estimated fiscal1mpact is a net savings of $67.000 State funds in FY 2006 and $111.000 1n 
FY 2007. 

Source 

Department of Human Serv1ces 

lsi Holly M Lyons 

March 7. 2005 

The f1scal note and correctional impact statement for thrs bill was prepared pursuant to Joint Rule 17 and pursuant to 
Sectron 2.56. Code of Iowa. Data used rn developrng thrs fiscal note and correctronal impact statement are available 
from the Frscal Servrces 01vrsron. Legrslatrve Services Agency to members of the Legislature upon request 
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1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 2528.25 CONTEMPT -- COMBINI»G 
2 ACTIONS. 
3 Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, if an 
4 obligor has been ordered to provide support in more than one 
5 order, the unit may bring a single action for contempt to 
6 enforce the multiple orders. The unit shall file the action 
7 in the district court of a county where at least one of the 
8 support orders was entered or registered. For the purposes of 
9 this section, the district court where the unit files the 

10 action shall have jurisdiction and authority over all otber 
11 support orders for the obligor entered or registered by a 
12 court of this state and affected under this section. 
13 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 2528.26 SERVICE OP PROCESS. 
14 Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the 
15 unit may serve a petition, notice, or rule to show cause under 
16 chapter 252A, 252C, 252F, 252B, 252K, 598, or 665 as specified 
17 in each chapter, or by certified mail. Return acknowledgement 
18 is required to prove service by certified mail, rules of civil 
19 procedure 1.303(5) and 1.308(5) shall not apply, and the 
20 return acknowledgment shall be filed with the clerk of court. 
21 Sec. 3. Section 2520.3, Code 2005, is amended to read as 
22 follows: 
23 2520.3 NOTICE OF INCOME WITBBOLOING. 
24 All orders for support entered on or after July 1, 1984, 
25 shall notify the person ordered to pay support of the 
26 mandatory withholding of income required under section 2520.1. 
27 Bewe•erT-£er-erders-£er-euppore-eneered-Def&re-auiy-%T-%9&4? 
28 ~he-e%erk-ef-ehe-dis~r~e~-eeureT-ehe-ehi~-suppore-reee.ery 
29 ~ni~T-er-ehe-person-en~ieied-by-ehe-erder-~e-reeeive-ehe 
30 sapport-paymen~~sha%%-ne~fy-eeeh-pereen-erdered-to-pay 
31 sappore-~nder-sueh-ordere-of-~he-aandatery-wiehhoid~n~-of 
32 ~neome-r~~red-under-seee~en-i5i~%~--~he-ne~~ee-shaii-be 
33 sene-by-eere~£ied-aa~%-eo-ehe-person~s-%as~-knewn-addreas-or 
34 the-persen-eha%%-be-persena%%y-served-wieh-~-nee~ee-in-the 
35 aanner-provided-fer-eerv~ee-of-an-ori~ina%-no~iee-ae-%ease 
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1 £~£teeft-days-~r~or-to-the-order~ft~-o£-~fteome-w~thho%d~ft~-ttftder 
2 seet~oft-i5iB.i.--A-~ersoft-ordered-to-~ay-sttp~ort-may-wa~ve-the 

3 r~~ht-to-reee~ve-the-ftot±ee-at-afty-t~me. However, this 

4 subchapter is sufficient notice of implementation of mandatory 

5 withholding of income under section 2520.1 without any further 

6 notice. 
7 Sec. 4. Section 2520.10, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

8 follows: 
9 2520.10 NOTICE OF IMMEDIATE INCOME WITHHOLDING. 

10 ~he-ftot±ee-reqtt~remeftts-o£-seet~oft-i5iB•3-do-ftot-a~~%y-to 

11 th±s-sttbeha~ter. An order for support entered after November 

12 1, 1990, shall contain the notice of immediate income 

13 withholding. However, this subchapter is sufficient notice 

14 for implementation of immediate income withholding without any 

15 further notice. 

16 Sec. 5. Section 2520.16, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code 

17 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

18 b. A sole payment or lump sum as provided in section 

19 252D.18C, including but not limited to payment from an estate 

20 including inheritance, or payment for personal injury or 

21 property damage. 

22 Sec. 6. Section 2520.24, subsection 2, Code 2005, is 

23 amended by striking the subsection. 
24 Sec. 7. Section 252I.3, Code 2005, is amended to read as 
25 follows: 

26 252I.3 INITIAL NOTICE TO OBLIGOR. 

27 ~he-ttft±t-may-~roeeed-ttftder-~h±s-eha~~er-oft%y-±£-fto~±ee-has 

28 beeft-~rov±ded-to-~he-obi±~or-~ft-ofte-o£-~he-£o%%ow±ft~-maftfters~ 

29 i•--~he-ob%~~or-±s-prov±ded-fto~~ee-o£-~he-~rov±s±ofts-o£ 

30 th±s-eha~ter-±ft-the-eottr~-order-estab%±sh±ft~-the-stt~~ort 

31 obi±~at±oft• The unit or district court may include language 
32 in any new or modified support order issued on or after July 

33 1, 1994, notifying the obligor that the obligor is subject to 

34 the provisions of this chapter. However, this chapter is 

35 sufficient notice for implementation of administrative levy 
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1 provisions without further notice of the provisions of tbis 
2 chapter. 
3 i7--~he-ani~-.ay-aeftd-a-ne~~ee-by-re,a~ar-maii-~e-~he-ta~ 

4 knewn-addreaa-o!-the-ebii,ery-ne~ifyin,-~he-ebii,er-~ha~he 
5 ebii,er-ia-aab;eet-~e-~he-previaiens-ef-this-ehapeery-wieft 
6 pree£-e£-aerviee-eempieted-aeeerdin,-te-raie-ef-eivi% 
7 preeedare-iT44iT 
8 Sec. 8. Section 252!.5, subsection 1, Code 2005, is 
9 amended to read as follows: 

10 1. If an obligor is subject to this chapter under section 
11 252!.2, the unit may initiate an administrative action to levy 
12 against the accounts of the obligor. %£-ne~~ee-has-previeaaty 

13 been-previded-parsaant-te-aeetien-i5i!T37-£ar~her-ne~iee-is 
14 ne~-requiredT 
15 Sec. 9. section 252J.3, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code JOOS, 
16 is amended to read as follows: 
17 The unit shall proceed in accordance with this chapter only 
18 if the unit sends a notice is-served-en to the individual in 
19 aeeerdanee-with-raie-e£-eivii-preeedare-iT3&5-er-netiee-ia 
20 sent-by-eerti£ied-mai%-addressed-te-~he-individaa%~s-%as~ 
21 knewn-addresa-aftd-seryed-apen-any-persen-whe-may-aeee~ 
22 serviee-ander-ra%e-e£-eivii-preeedare-iT385T--Re~arn 
23 aeknewied,aent-is-reqaired-~e-preve-serviee-by-eerti£ied ~ 
24 regular mail to the last known address of the individual. The 
25 notice shall include all of the following: 
26 Sec. 10. Section 252J.3, subsections 4 and 5, Code 2005, 
27 are amended to read as follows: 
28 4. A statement that if, within twenty days of serviee 
29 mailing of the notice en to the individual, the individual 
30 fails to contact the unit to schedule a conference, the unit 
31 shall issue a certificate of noncompliance, bearing the 
32 individual's name, social security number and unit case 
33 number, to any appropriate licensing authority, certifying 
34 that the obligor is not in compliance with a support order or 
35 an individual has not complied with a subpoena or warrant. 
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1 5. A statement that in order to stay the issuance of a 
2 certificate of noncompliance the request for a conference 

3 shall be in writing and shall be received by the unit within 

4 twenty days of serv±ee mailing of the notice Oft to the 

5 individual. 

6 Sec. 11. Section 252J.4, subsections 1, 2, and 6, Code 

7 2005, are amended to read as follows: 

8 1. The individual may schedule a conference with the unit 

9 following serv±ee mailing of the notice pursuant to section 

10 252J.3, or at any time after service of notice of suspension, 
11 revocation, denial of issuance, or nonrenewal of a license 
12 from a licensing authority, to challenge the unit's actions 

13 under this chapter. 

14 2. The request for a conference shall be made to the unit, 

15 in writing, and, if requested after serv±ee mailing of 8 the 

16 notice pursuant to section 252J.3, shall be received by the 

17 unit within twenty days following serv±ee mailing of the 
18 notice. 

19 6. If the individual does not timely request a conference 
20 or does not comply with a subpoena or warrant or if the 

21 obligor does not pay the total amount of delinquent support 

22 owed within twenty days of serv±ee mailing of the notice 

23 pursuant to section 252J.3, the unit shall issue a certificate 

24 of noncompliance. 

25 Sec. 12. Section 252J.6, subsection 1, unnumbered 
26 paragraph 1, Code 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

27 If an obligor is not in compliance with a support order or 

28 the individual is not in compliance with a subpoena or warrant 

29 pursuant to section 252J.2, the unit ftoe±£±es mails a notice 

30 to the individual pursuant to section 252J.3, and the 

31 individual requests a conference pursuant to section 252J.4, 

32 the unit shall issue a written decision if any of the 

33 following conditions exists: 

34 Sec. 13. Section 600.16A, subsection 5, Code 2005, is 
35 amended to read as follows: 

-4-
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1 s. Notwithstanding subsection 2, a termination of parental 
2 rights order issued pursuant to this chapter, section 600A.9 
3 may, or any other chapter shall be disclosed to the child 
4 support recovery unit, upon request, without court order. 
5 Sec. 14. NULLIFICATION OF RULES. The following rules are 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

nullified: 
1. 441 
2. 441 
3. 441 

4. 441 

IAC 98.22. 
IAC 98.23. 
IAC 98.33. 
IAC 18.92. 

11 EXPLANATION 
12 This bill relates to child support provisions. 
13 The bill adds new Code section 2528.25, which provides that 
14 notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, if an 
15 obligor has been ordered to provide support in more than,one 
16 order and has not complied with more than one order, the ehtld 
17 support recovery unit may bring a single action for cont .. pt 
18 to enforce these multiple orders. The action for conteapt is 
19 to be filed in the district court in a county where at least 
20 one of the support orders was entered or registered. The bill 
21 provides that the district court where the unit files the 
22 action has jurisdiction and authority over all other support 
23 orders for the obligor entered or regiatered by a court of the 
24 state and affected under the new provision. 
25 The bill also adds new Code section 2528.26, authoriaing 
26 the unit, notwithstanding any provision of law to the 
27 contrary, to serve a petition, notice, or rule to show cause 
28 as provided in each chapter specified (Code chapter 252A, 
29 252C, 252F, 252B, 252K, 598, or 665), or by certified mail. 
30 The bill require• return acknowledgement to prove service bf 
31 certified mail. The bill provides that rule of civil 
32 procedure 1.303(5) relating to the time limit for a party 
33 served by mail to file a motion or answer and rule of civil 
34 procedure 1.308(5) requiring proof of mailing to be by 
35 affidavit and a duplicate copy of the papers referred to in 
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1 the affidavit to be filed with the court do not apply. The 

2 bill also provides that the return acknowledgment to prove 

3 service by certified mail is to be filed with the clerk of 

4 court. 

5 The provisions in the bill amending Code sections 2520.3 

6 and 2520.24, subsection 2, provide for the elimination of one 
7 of the notices regarding income withholding that are currently 

8 sent to the obligor. The notice eliminated is the notice 

9 which is sent by certified mail to the obligor after a child 

10 support order is entered and before an income withholding 
11 order is entered. The federal law requiring prior notice of 

12 income withholding was repealed. The conforming provisions 

13 nullifying 441 IAC 98.22, 441 IAC 98.23, and 441 IAC 98.33 

14 eliminate this notice requirement in the rules for mandatory 

15 and immediate income withholding and also eliminate the 

16 requirement that a file-stamped copy of the order be 

17 maintained in the clerk of court's and the unit's files. The 

18 rules provision regarding the filing of the income withholding 

19 order with the clerk of court which is eliminated by such 

20 nullification is maintained in Code section 2520.23. 
21 The provision in the bill amending Code section 2520.16, 
22 subsection 1, specifies that, for the purpose of attachment to 

23 pay support, "income" and specifically lump sum payments, 

24 include payment from an estate including inheritance, or 

25 payment for personal injury or property damage. 

26 The provisions in the bill amending Code sections 252!.3 

27 and 2521.5, and the provision nullifying 441 lAC 98.92, 

28 eliminate one of the notices to obligors regarding 

29 administrative levy of an account at a financial institution. 
30 The provisions amending Code sections 252J.3, 252J.4, and 

31 252J.6 require the unit to send a notice of potential license 

32 sanction to an obligor by regular mail instead of serving the 

33 obligor by certified mail. 

34 The bill amends Code section 600.16A to require that a 
35 termination of parental rights order issued pursuant to any 
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1 Code chapter be disclosed to the child support recovery unit, 
2 upon request, without a court order. Current law specifies 
3 that an order issued under Code section 600A.9 or Code chapter 
4 232 as provided pursuant to Code section 232.147, by the 
5 juvenile court, may be disclosed to the unit, but does not 
6 specify that an order issued under Code chapter 600 or any 
7 other chapter may also be disclosed to the unit. 
8 

9 

10 
11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

17 
18 
19 

20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

27 
28 
29 

30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
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THOMAS J. VILSACK, GOVERNOR 
SALLY J. PEDERSON, LT. GOVERNOR 

TO: Members of the General Assembly 

FROM: Kate Walton, Legislative Liaison 

DATE: January 18, 2005 

STATE OF IO"WA 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

KEVIN W. CONCANNON, DIRECTOR 

The Iowa Department of Human Services (DHS) is proposing to make cost savings adjustments in 
the child support program and to clarify current law to be consistent with federal requirements. 

• Sec. 1 amends Chapter 252B to add a section which would allow the Child Support Recovery 
Unit (CSRU) to file one contempt of court action for all of a parent's delinquent child support 
orders and allow one judge to hear the contempt request regardless of how many different 
counties the support orders have been filed in. 

• Sec. 2 amends Chapter 252B to change the process for notifying a parent of legal action to 
obtain, modify or register a court order, or to begin a contempt action. The change would allow 
CSRU to serve the initial papers by certified mail and require a return acknowledgement rather 
than delivery by a sheriff or private process server. If a return acknowledgement is not received 
CSRU would still have a sheriff or process server deliver the papers. 

· • Sees. 3, 4 and 6 amend Chapter 252D to eliminate one of the notices sent to an obligor regarding 
income withholding. This is the notice currently sent after the court order and before the income 
withholding order is entered. Federal law in this area was repealed. The obligor would still be 
sent the support order, the income withholding order and a copy of the form sent to each 
employer. Sec. 14 nullifies administrative rules referring to this notice. Sec. 14 also nullifies a 
rule which requires CSRU to maintain a duplicate copy of an income withholding order with the 
clerk of court's file stamp. The clerk of court still retains the original. 

• Sec. 5 amends Code section 252D .16 to clarify that a portion of a lump sum payment, such as 
payment for property damage, personal injury or inheritance may be attached by income 
withholding to pay court ordered child support. Currently CSRU uses the court's garnishment 
procedures. Federal law requires administrative procedures also be available to attach lump sum 
judgments and settlements. 

• Sees. 7 and 8 amend sections 2521.3 and 2521.5 to eliminate one ofthe notices CSRU currently 
sends to obligors regarding an administrative levy of an account at a financial institution. The 
obligor will still be sent a notice when a financial institution has been told to attach a portion of 
the funds in an account, along with instructions on how to contest a levy. Sec. 14(4) nullifies the 
administrative rule which refers to this notice. 

• Sees. 9- 12 amend Chapter 2521 to require CSRU to send a notice of potential license sanction 
to an obligor by regular mail instead of serving by certified mail, a sheriff or private process 
server. CSRU will continue to also notify the obligor if it refers the name to a licensing agency, 
and the licensing agency will send a third notice to the obligor. 

· • Sec. 13 amends code section 600.16A to clarify that the clerk of court or clerk of the juvenile 
court shall release to the CSRU a copy of a court order terminating parental rights. This change 
clarifies the statute to comply with a federal mandate. 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may contact me at 281-4387 or at 
kwalton@dhs.state.ia.us. 

1305 EWALNUT STREET- DES MOINES, lA 50319-0114 


