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SENATE FILE Z~7;,7 
BY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

(SUCCESSOR TO SSB 3108) 

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays Vote: Ayes Nays 
Approved __________________________ __ 

A Bill FOR 

1 An Act relating to the minimum amount of instructional time 

2 accredited schools are required to provide. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ~~~'7 H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 256.7, subsection 19, Code Supplement 

2 2003, is amended to read as follows: 

3 19. Define the minimum school day as a day consisting of 

4 five and one-half hours of instructional time for grades one 

5 through twelve. The minimum hours shall be exclusive of the 

6 lunch period, but may include passing time between classes. 

7 Time spent on parent-teacher conferences shall be considered 

8 instructional time. A school or school district may record a 

9 day of school with less than the minimum instructional hours 

10 as a minimum school day if ~"y-e£-~he-£e~~ow±"g-~~~~y~ 

11 ~.--i£-emerge"ey-he~~~h-er-~~£e~y-£~e~er~-re~tl±re-~he-~~~e 

12 arr±~a~-er-e~r~y-d±sm±~sa~-e£-s~tlde"~~-o"-~-~~ee±£±e-d~y. 

13 b.--i£ the total hours of instructional school time for 

14 grades one through twelve for any five consecutive school days 

15 equal a minimum of twenty-seven and one-half hours, even 

16 though anyone day of school is less than the minimum 

17 instructional hours because e£-~-s~a££-de~e~o~me"~-e~~er~tl"±~y 

18 ~ro~±ded-£er-~he-~rofess±o"a~-±"s~rtle~±e"~~-~~~££-or-beeatlse 

19 parent-teacher conferences have been scheduled beyond the 

20 regular school day. Furthermore, if the total hours of 

21 instructional time for the first four consecutive days equal 

22 at least twenty-seven and one-half hours because parent-

23 teacher conferences have been scheduled beyond the regular 

24 school day, a school or school district may record zero hours 

25 of instructional time on the fifth consecutive school day as a 

26 minimum school day. If a health emergency or safety factors 

27 require the late arrival or early dismissal of students on a 

28 specific day, the time before arrival or after dismissal shall 

29 not be considered instructional time. 

30 Sec. 2. Section 256F.4, subsection 5, Code Supplement 

31 2003, is amended to read as follows: 

32 5. A charter school shall provide instruction for at least 

33 the number of d~ys hours required by section 279.10, 

34 subsection 17-or-sha~~-pro~±de-~~-~eas~-~he-e~tl±~~~e"~-ntlmber 

35 e£-~e~a~-hotlr~. 
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1 Sec. 3. Section 279.10, subsection 1, Code 2003, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 1. The school year shall begin on the first day of July 

4 and each regularly established elementary and secondary school 

5 shall begin no sooner than a day during the calendar week in 

6 which the first day of September falls but no later than the 
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first Monday in December. However, if the first day of 

September falls on a Sunday, school may begin on a day during 

the calendar week which immediately precedes the first day of 

September. Se"oo~-s"~~i-eon~intle-~o~-a~-~ea~~-one-"tlnd~ed 

ei9"~y-d~ys7-exeep~-a~-p~o~ided-in-~tlb~ee~ion-37-~nd The 

school year shall include, at a minimum, nine hundred ninety 

hours of instructional school time. Instructional school time 

may be m~in~~ined scheduled during the entire calendar year. 

However, if the board of directors of a district extends the 

school calendar because inclement weather caused the district 

to temporarily close school during the regular school 

calendar, the district may excuse a graduating senior who has 

met district or school requirements for graduation from 

attendance during the extended school calendar. A school 

corporation may begin employment of personnel for in-service 

training and development purposes before the date to begin 

elementary and secondary school. 

24 Sec. 4. Section 279.10, subsection 3, unnumbered paragraph 

25 1, Code 2003, is amended to read as follows: 

26 The board of directors of a school district may request 

27 approval from the department of education for a pilot program 

28 for an innovative school year or for innovative school weeks. 

29 ~"e-ntlmbe~-o~-days-pe~-yea~-~"a~-~e"oo~-i~-in-se~~±on-m~y-be 

30 mo~e-o~-~e~~-~"an-~ho~e-speei~ied-in-stlbsee~ion-~7-btl~-~he 

31 inno~a~i~e-~e"oo~-yea~-s"a~~-p~o~ide-~o~-an-eqtli~a~en~-ntlmbe~ 

32 o~-~O~~~-"otl~~-~ha~-~e"oo~-is-in-session. Notwithstanding 

33 section 256.7, subsection 19, under a pilot program authorized 

34 by the department pursuant to this subsection, the total hours 

35 of instructional time for grades one through twelve for any 
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S.F. Zz,~ H.F. 

1 five consecutive days shall equal at least a minimum of 

2 twenty-seven and one-half hours, though the school district 

3 may record one or more days of school with less than the 

4 minimum instructional hours as a minimum school day. The 

5 director of the department of education shall annually submit 

6 a report that specifies the number of school districts that 

7 request approval to conduct a pilot program under this 

8 subsection, the number of school districts whose requests are 

9 approved or denied, and the reason for denying any request, 

10 and the goals and savings to be attained by each district that 

11 conducts a pilot program in accordance with this subsection, 

12 to the chairpersons and ranking members of the senate and 

13 house standing committees on education and the joint 

14 appropriations subcommittee on education by February 1. 

15 EXPLANATION 

16 This bill addresses the amount of instructional time 

17 accredited schools are required to provide during a school 

18 year by replacing the 180 days of instructional school time 

19 requirement with an equivalent hourly requirement of 990 hours 

20 of instructional school time. 

21 The bill also strikes a provision that requires the state 

22 board of education to allow schools to record as a minimum 

23 school day a day consisting of less than five and one-half 

24 hours of instructional time if the school shortened the school 

25 day due to emergency health or safety-related factors and for 

26 staff development opportunities. The bill provides that if 

27 the school day is shortened due to a late arrival or early 

28 dismissal, the time before arrival or after dismissal cannot 

29 be counted as instructional time. The bill makes 

30 corresponding changes to provisions relating to the charter 

31 school pilot program and the innovative school year pilot 

32 program. The bill allows a school district to request 

33 approval from the department of education for a pilot program 

34 for an innovative school week that allows for greater 

35 flexibility in the scheduling of instructional time during a 
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s.p. 2z,3>1 H.P. 

• 1 school week, and requires the department to submit an annual 

2 report to the general assemb1y's committees on education 

3 detailing those requests. 
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SENATE FILE 2237 
5-5089 

1 Amend Senate File 2237 as follows: 
2 1. By striking everything after the enacting 
3 clause and inserting the following: 
4 "Section 1. Section 279.10, subsection 3, Code 
5 2003, is amended to read as follows: 
6 3. a. The board of directors of a school district 
7 may request approval from the department of education 
8 for a pilot program for an innovative school year. 
9 The number of days per year that school is in session 

10 may be more or less than those specified in subsection 
11 1, but the innovative school year shall provide for an 
12 equivalent number of total hours that school is in 
13 session. 
14 b. The board shall file a request for approval 
15 wit~the department not later than November 1 of the 
16 preceding school year. The request shall detail the 
17 educational, financial, social, or other benefits the 
18 school district expects to achieve through the pilot 
19 program. The request shall include a listing of the 
20 savings and goals to be attained under the innovative 
21 school year subject to rules adopted by the department 
22 under chapter 17A. The department shall notify the 
23 districts of the approval or denial of pilot programs 
24 not later than the next following January 15. 
25 c. A request to continue an innovative school year 
26 pilot project after its initial year also shall 
27 include an evaluation of the savings and impacts on 
28 the educational program in the district. 
29 d. Participation in a pilot project shall not 
30 modify provisions of a master contract negotiated 
31 between a school district and a certified bargaining 
32 unit pursuant to chapter 20 unless mutually agreed 
33 upon. 
34 e. The department shall approve not more than ten 
35 innovative school year pilot program requests per 
36 school year. This paragraph is repealed effective 
37 June 30, 2007. 
38 Sec. 2. INSTRUCTIONAL TIME. Annually, for a 
39 period of three years, the department of education 
40 shall conduct a survey of school districts to compile 
41 data regarding the amount of total scheduled 
42 instructional hours per day provided at the 
43 elementary, junior high or middle school, and high 
44 school levels pursuant to section 256.7, subsection 
45 19, and section 279.10, subsection 1. The department 
46 shall submit a report containing the summarized data, 
47 along with its findings and recommendations to the 
48 general assembly by January 15. Reports submitted in 
49 2006 and 2007 shall compare results of school 
50 districts implementing, during the previous school 
S-5089 -1-

S-5089 
Page 2 

1 year, financially based innovative school years with 
2 school districts not under financially based 
3 innovative school years." 

By BOB BRUNKHORST 
DARYL BEALL 

S-5089 FILED MARCH 11, 2004 
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SENATE FILE Z'Z~1 
BY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

(SUCCESSOR TO SSB 3108) 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 17, 2004) 

ALL New Language by the Senate 

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes ___ Nays Vote: Ayes ___ Nays 

An 

BE 

Approved __________________________ _ 

A BILL FOR 

Act relating to the minimum amount 

accredited schools are required to 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

of instructional time 

provide. 

OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.P. Z.Z~7 H.P. 

1 Section 1. Section 279.10, subsection 3, Code 2003, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 3. a. The board of directors of a school district may 

4 request approval from the department of education for a pilot 

5 program for an innovative school year. The number of days per 

6 year that school is in session may be more or less than those 

7 specified in subsection 1, but the innovative school year 

8 shall provide for an equivalent number of total hours that 

9 school is in session. 

10 b. The board shall file a request for approval with the 

11 department not later than November 1 of the preceding school 

12 year. The request shall detail the educational, financial, 

13 social, or other benefits the school district expects to 

14 achieve through the pilot program. The request shall include 

15 a listing of the savings and goals to be attained under the 

16 innovative school year subject to rules adopted by the 

17 department under chapter l7A. The department shall notify the 

18 districts of the approval or denial of pilot programs not 

19 later than the next following January 15. 

20 c. A request to continue an innovative school year pilot 

21 project after its initial year also shall include an 

22 evaluation of the savings and impacts on the educational 

23 program in the district. 

24 d. Participation in a pilot project shall not modify 

25 provisions of a master contract negotiated between a school 

26 district and a certified bargaining unit pursuant to chapter 

27 20 unless mutually agreed upon. 

28 e. The department shall approve not more than ten 

29 innovative school year pilot program requests per school year. 

30 This paragraph is repealed effective June 30, 2007. 

31 Sec. 2. INSTRUCTIONAL TIME. Annually, for a period of 

32 three years, the department of education shall conduct a 

33 survey of school districts to compile data regarding the 

34 amount of total scheduled instructional hours per day provided 

35 at the elementary, junior high or middle school, and high 
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1 school levels pursuant to section 256.7, subsection 19, and 

2 section 279.10, subsection 1. The department shall submit a 

3 report containing the summarized data, along with its findings 

4 and recommendations to the general assembly by January 15. 

5 Reports submitted in 2006 and 2007 shall compare results of 

6 school districts implementing, during the previous school 

7 year, financially based innovative school years with school 

8 districts not under financially based innovative school years. 
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Passed Senate, Date ________ _ 

Vote: Ayes Nays __ _ 
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SENATE FILE ---
BY (PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON 

EDUCATION BILL BY 

CHAIRPERSON BOETTGER) 

Passed House, Date __________ _ 

Vote: Ayes Nays ____ _ 
Approved ________________________ __ 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the minimum amount of instructional time 

2 accredited schools are required to provide. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. --------

1 Section 1. Section 256.7, subsection 19, Code Supplement 

2 2003, is amended to read as follows: 
3 19. Define the minimum school day as a day consisting of 

4 five and one-half hours of instructional time for grades one 

5 through twelve. The minimum hours shall be exclusive of the 

6 lunch period, but may include passing time between classes. 

7 Time spent on parent-teacher conferences shall be considered 

8 instructional time. A school or school district may record a 
9 day of school with less than the minimum instructional hours 

10 as a minimum school day if afty-o£-t"e-£oiiow±ftg-a~~iy~ 
11 a.--~£-emergeftey-"eait"-or-sa£ety-£aetors-req~±re-t"e-iate 

12 arr±~ai-or-ear%y-d±sm±ssai-o£-st~deftts-oft-a-s~ee±£±e-day. 

13 b.--~£ the total hours of instructional school time for 

14 grades one through twelve for any five consecutive school days 

15 equal a minimum of twenty-seven and one-half hours, even 

16 though anyone day of school is less than the minimum 

17 instructional hours because o£-a-sta££-de~e%o~meftt-o~~ort~ft±ty 
18 ~ro~±ded-£or-t"e-~ro£ess±oftai-±ftstr~et±ofta%-sta££-or-beea~se 
19 parent-teacher conferences have been scheduled beyond the 
20 regular school day. Furthermore, if the total hours of 

21 instructional time for the first four consecutive days equal 

22 at least twenty-seven and one-half hours because parent-

23 teacher conferences have been scheduled beyond the regular 
24 school day, a school or school district may record zero hours 

25 of instructional time on the fifth consecutive school day as a 
26 minimum school day. If a health emergency or safety factors 
27 require the late arrival or early dismissal of students on a 

28 specific day, the time before arrival or after dismissal shall 

29 not be considered instructional time. 

30 Sec. 2. Section 256F.4, subsection 5, Code Supplement 

31 2003, is amended to read as follows: 
32 5. A charter school shall provide instruction for at least 

33 the number of days hours required by section 279.10, 
34 subsection 17-or-s"a%%-~ro~±de-at-ieast-t"e-eq~±~a%eftt-ft~mber 

35 o£-tota%-"o~rs. 
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S.F. H.F. --------

1 Sec. 3. Section 279.10, subsection 1, Code 2003, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 1. The school year shall begin on the first day of July 

4 and each regularly established elementary and secondary school 
5 shall begin no sooner than a day during the calendar week in 
6 which the first day of September falls but no later than the 

7 first Monday in December. However, if the first day of 
8 September falls on a Sunday, school may begin on a day during 

9 the calendar week which immediately precedes the first day of 

10 September. Sehooi-~haii-eon~±n~e-£or-a~-ieas~-one-h~ndred 

11 e±gh~y-days7-exeep~-a~-prov±ded-±n-~~b~ee~±on-37-and The 
12 school year shall include, at a minimum, nine hundred ninety 

13 hours of instructional school time. Instructional school time 
14 may be ma±n~a±ned scheduled during the entire calendar year. 

15 However, if the board of directors of a district extends the 

16 school calendar because inclement weather caused the district 

17 to temporarily close school during the regular school 

18 calendar, the district may excuse a graduating senior who has 

19 met district or school requirements for graduation from 
20 attendance during the extended school calendar. A school 

21 corporation may begin employment of personnel for in-service 
22 training and development purposes before the date to begin 
23 elementary and secondary school. 

24 Sec. 4. Section 279.10, subsection 3, unnumbered paragraph 

25 1, Code 2003, is amended to read as follows: 

26 The board of directors of a school district may request 

27 approval from the department of education for a pilot program 
28 for an innovative school year or for innovative school weeks. 

29 ~he-n~mber-o£-days-per-year-~ha~-sehooi-±s-±n-sess±on-may-be 
30 more-or-iess-~han-~ho~e-~pee±£ied-in-s~b~ee~ion-i7-b~~-~he 

31 innova~ive-sehooi-year-~haii-prov±de-£or-an-eq~ivaien~-n~mber 

32 o£-~o~ai-ho~rs-~ha~-~ehooi-i~-±n-~e~s±on. Notwithstanding 

33 section 256.7, subsection 19, under a pilot program authorized 

34 by the department pursuant to this subsection, the total hours 

35 of instructional time for grades one through twelve for any 
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S.F. ____ ~ __ H.F. 

1 five consecutive days shall equal at least a minimum of 

2 twenty-seven and one-half hours, though the school district 

3 may record one or more days of school with less than the 
4 minimum instructional hours as a minimum school day. The 
5 director of the department of education shall annually submit 

6 a report that specifies the number of school districts that 

7 request approval to conduct a pilot program under this 
8 subsection, the number of school districts whose requests are 

9 approved or denied, and the reason for denying any request, 

10 and the goals and savings to be attained by each district that 

11 conducts a pilot program in accordance with this subsection, 

12 to the chairpersons and ranking members of the senate and 
13 house standing committees on education and the joint 
14 appropriations subcommittee on education by February 1. 
15 EXPLANATION 

16 This bill addresses the amount of instructional time 

17 accredited schools are required to provide during a school 

18 year by replacing the 180 days of instructional school time 

19 requirement with an equivalent hourly requirement of 990 hours 

20 of instructional school time. 
21 The bill also strikes a provision that requires the state 
22 board of education to allow schools to record as a minimum 
23 school day a day consisting of less than five and one-half 

24 hours of instructional time if the school shortened the school 
25 day due to emergency health or safety-related factors and for 

26 staff development opportunities. The bill provides that if 

27 the school day is shortened due to a late arrival or early 
28 dismissal, the time before arrival or after dismissal cannot 

29 be counted as instructional time. The bill makes 

30 corresponding changes to provisions relating to the charter 
31 school pilot program and the innovative school year pilot 

32 program. The bill allows a school district to request 

33 approval from the department of education for a pilot program 

34 for an innovative school week that allows for greater 

35 flexibility in the scheduling of instructional time during a 
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1 school week, and requires the department to submit an annual 

2 report to the general assemb1y's committees on education 

3 detailing those requests. 
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