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SENATE FILE ~ ( 11 
BY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

(SUCCESSOR TO SF 2129) 

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays Vote: Ayes Nays 
Approved __________________________ __ 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the possession and self-administration of 

2 asthma medication by public and accredited nonpublic school 

3 students. 

4 BE IT ENACTED 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 5823SV 80 
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S.F. ~t11 H.F. 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 280.16 SELF-ADMINISTRATION OF 

2 ASTHMA MEDICATION. 

3 1. DEFINITIONS. For purposes of this section: 

4 a. "Medication" means a drug that meets the definition 

5 provided in section 126.2, subsection 8, has an individual 

6 prescription label, is prescribed by a physician for a 

7 student, and pertains to the student's asthma. 

8 b. "Physician" means a person licensed under chapter 148, 

9 150, or 150A, or other person licensed or registered to 

10 distribute or dispense a prescription drug or device in the 

11 course of professional practice in this state or a person 

12 licensed by another state in a health field in which, under 

13 Iowa law, licensees in this state may legally prescribe drugs. 

14 c. "Self-administration" means a student's discretionary 

15 use of medication prescribed by a physician for the student. 

16 2. The board of directors of a school district and the 

17 authorities in charge of an accredited nonpub1ic school shall 

18 permit the self-administration of medication by a student with 

19 asthma if the following conditions are met: 

20 a. The student's parent or guardian provides to the school 

21 written authorization for the self-administration of 

22 medication. 

23 b. The student's parent or guardian provides to the school 

24 a written statement from the student's physician containing 

25 the following information: 

26 (1) The name and purpose of the medication. 

27 (2) The prescribed dosage. 

28 (3) The times at which or the special circumstances under 

29 which the medication is to be administered. 

30 c. The parent or guardian and the school meet the 

31 requirements of subsection 3. 

32 3. The school district or accredited nonpublic school 

33 shall notify the parent or guardian of the student, in 

34 writing, that the school district or accredited nonpublic 

35 school and its employees and agents are to incur no liability, 
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except for willful and wanton misconduct, as a result of any 

injury arising from the self-administration of medication by 

the student. The parent or guardian of the pupil shall sign a 

statement acknowledging that the school district or nonpublic 

school is to incur no liability, except for willful and wanton 

misconduct, as a result of any injury arising from the self

administration of medication by the pupil and that the parents 

or guardians must indemnify and hold harmless the school 

district or nonpublic school and its employees and agents 

against any claims, except a claim based on willful and wanton 

misconduct, arising out of the self-administration of 

medication by the student. 

4. The permission for self-administration of medication is 

effective for the school year for which it is granted and 

shall be renewed each subsequent school year upon fulfillment 

of the requirements of this section. However, the parent or 

guardian shall immediately notify the school of any changes in 

the conditions listed under subsection 2. 

5. Provided that the requirements of this section are 

fulfilled, a student with asthma may possess and use the 

student's medication while in school, at school-sponsored 

activities, under the supervision of school personnel, and 

before or after normal school activities, such as while in 

24 before-school or after-school care on school-operated 

25 property. If the student misuses this privilege, the 
26 privilege may be withdrawn. 

27 6. Information provided to the school under subsection 2 

28 shall be kept on file in the office of the school nurse or, in 

29 the absence of a school nurse, the school's administrator. 
30 EXPLANATION 

31 This bill requires school districts and accredited 

32 nonpublic schools to allow a student to possess and self-

33 administer asthma medication if the student's parent or 

• 34 guardian submits written authorization, along with the name 
35 and purpose of the medication, the prescribed dosage, and the 
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1 times at which or the special circumstances under which the 

2 medication is to be administered. 

3 The parents or guardians must indemnify and hold harmless 

4 the school district or nonpublic school and its employees and 

5 agents against any claims, except a claim based on willful and 
6 wanton misconduct, arising out of the self-administration of 

7 medication by the student. 

8 The permission for self-administration of medication is 

9 effective for the school year. However, the parent or 

10 guardian shall immediately notify the school of any changes in 

11 the circumstances relating to the self-administration of the 

12 medication. 

13 The bill allows the student to possess and use the 

14 medication while in school, at school-sponsored activities, 

15 under the supervision of school personnel, and before or after 

16 normal school activities, such as while in before-school or 

17 after-school care on school-operated property. 

18 The school must maintain the information on file in the 

19 office of the school nurse or, in the absence of a school 

20 nurse, the school's administrator. 
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SENATE CLIP SHEET MARCH 10, 2004 

SENATE FILE 2177 
S-5057 

1 Amend Senate File 2177 as follows: 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 

1. Page 1, line 2, by inserting after the word 
"ASTHMA" the following: "OR OTHER AIRWAY CONSTRICTING 
DISEASE". 

2. Page 1, line 7, by inserting after the word 
"asthma" the following: "or other airway constricting 
disease". 

3. Page 1, line 9, by inserting after the figure 
"150A," the following: "or a physician's assistant, 
advanced registered nurse practitioner,". 

4. Page 1, line 11, by inserting after the word 
"state" the following: "in accordance with section 
147.107,". 

5. Page 1, line 19, by inserting after the word 
"asthma" the following: "or other airway constricting 
disease". 

6. Page 2, line 2, by inserting after the word 
"self-administration" the following: "or unauthorized 
administration". 

7. Page 2, line 7, by inserting after the word 
"administration" the following: "or unauthorized 
administration". 

8. Page 2, line 11, by inserting after the word 
"self-administration" the following: "or unauthorized 
administration". 

9. Page 2, line 20, by inserting after the word 
"asthma" the following: "or other airway constricting 
disease". 

10. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the 
word "asthma" the following: "or other airway 
constricting disease". 

11. By renumbering as necessary. 
By PAT WARD 

S-5057 FILED MARCH 9, 2004 
ADOPTED 
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SENATE FILE 2/71 
BY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

(SUCCESSOR TO SF 2129) 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 9, 2004) 

--------------------' - New Language by the Senate 

Passed Senate, Date ----- Passed House, Date _________ _ 

vote: Ayes Nays __ _ vote: Ayes --- Nays 
Approved ________________________ _ 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the possession and self-administration of 

2 asthma or other airway constricting disease medication by 
3 public and accredited nonpub1ic school students. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 
18 

19 

20 

21 
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1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 280.16 SELF-ADMINISTRATION OF 
2 ASTHMA OR OTHER AIRWAY CONSTRICTING DISEASE MEDICATION. 

I 

3 1. DEFINITIONS. For purposes of this section: 
4 a. "Medication" means a drug that meets the definition 
5 provided in section 126.2, subsection 8., has an individual 
6 prescription label, is prescribed by a physician for a 
7 student, and pertains to the student's asthma or other airway 

I 

8 constricting disease. 
9 b. "Physician" means a person licensed under chapter 148, 

10 150, or l50A, or a physician's assistant, advanced registered 
I 

11 nurse practitioner, or other person licensed or registered to 
12 distribute or dispense a prescription drug or device in the 
13 course of professional practice in this state in accordance 
14 with section 147.107, or a person licensed by another state in 
15 a health field in which, under Iowa law, licensees in this 
16 state may legally prescribe drugs. 
17 c. "Self-administration" means a student's discretionary 
18 use of medication prescribed by a physician for the student. 
19 2. The board of directors of a school district and the 
20 authorities in charge of an accredited nonpublic school shall 
21 permit the self-administration of medication by a student with 
22 asthma or other airway constricting disease if the following 
23 conditions are met: 
24 a. The student's parent or guardian provides to the school 
25 written authorization for the self-administration of 
26 medication. 
27 b. The student's parent or guardian provides to the school 
28 a written statement from the student's physician containing 
29 the following information: 
30 ( 1 ) The name and purpose of the medication. 
31 (2 ) The prescribed dosage. 
32 (3 ) The times at which or the special circumstances under 
33 which the medication is to be administered. 
34 c. The parent or guardian and the school meet the 
35 requirements of subsection 3. 
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1 3. The school district or accredited nonpublic school 
2 shall notify the parent or guardian of the ~tudent, in 
3 writing, that the school district or accredited nonpublic 
4 school and its employees and agents are to incur no liability, 
5 except for willful and wanton misconduct, as a result of any 
6 injury arising from the self-administration or unauthorized 
7 administration of medication by the student. The parent or 
8 guardian of the pupil shall sign a statement acknowledging 
9 that the school district or nonpublic school is to incur no 

10 liability, except for willful and wanton misconduct, as a 
• 11 result of any injury arising from the self-administration or -12 unauthorized administration of medication by the pupil and 

13 that the parents or guardians must indemnify and hold harmless 
14 the school district or nonpublic school and its employees and 
15 agents against any claims, except a claim based on willful and 
16 wanton misconduct, arising out of the self-administration or .-
17 unauthorized administration of medication by the student. 
18 4. The permission for self-administration of medication is 
19 effective for the school year for which it is granted and 
20 shall be renewed each subsequent school year upon fulfillment 
21 of the requirements of this section. However, the parent or 

22 guardian shall immediately notify the school of any changes in 
23 the conditions listed under subsection 2. 
24 5. Provided that the requirements of this section are 
25 fulfilled, a student with asthma or other airway constricting 
26 disease may possess and use the student's medication while in 
27 school, at school-sponsored activities, under the supervision 
28 of school personnel, and before or after normal school 
29 activities, such as while in before-school or after-school 
30 care on school-operated property. If the student misuses this 
31 privilege, the privilege may be withdrawn. 
32 6. Information provided to the school under subsection 2 
33 shall be kept on file in the office of the school nurse or, in 
34 the absence of a school nurse, the school's administrator. 
35 
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SENATE FILE 2177 
B-8279 

1 ~end Senate File 2177, as amended, passed, and 
reprlnted by the Senate, as follows: 2 

3 
4 

1. ,page 2, by inserting after line 34 the 
followlng: 

5 "7. The Iowa braille and sight saving school the 
state school for the deaf, and the institutions ~nder 
the ~ontr~l of the department of human services as 
prov~d~d ln section 218.1 are exempt from the 
provlslons of this section." 

6 
7 
8 
9 

10 2. By renumbering as necessary. 
B-8279 By UPMEYER of Hancock 

FILED MARCH 22, 2004 

~-- ----------
SENATE FILE 2177 

B-8334 
1 

Amend Senate File 2177, as amended, passed, and 
reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

1. Page 2, by striking lines 4 through 17 and 
inserting the following: "school and its employees 
are to incur no liability, except for gross 
negligence, as a result of any injury arising from 
self-administration of medication by the student. The 
parent or guardian of the student shall sign a 
statement acknowledging that the school district or 
nonpublic school is to incur no liability, except for 
gross negligence, as a result of self-administration 
of medication by the student. A school district or 
accredited nonpublic school and its employees acting 
reasonably and in good faith shall incur no liability 
for supervising, monitoring, or interfering with a 
student's self-administration of medication or for any 
improper use of the medication." By UPMEYER of Hancock 

B-8334 FILED MARCH 29, 2004 

SENATE FILE 2177 

B-8345 1 Amend the amendment, H-8334, to Senate File 2177, 
2 as amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as 

3 follows: 4 1. Page 1, by striking lines 15 through 17 and 
5 inserting the following: "for any improper use of 
6 medication as defined in this section or for 
7 supervising, monitoring, or interfering with a 
8 student's self-administration of medication as defined 

9 in this section."" 

B-8345 FILED MARCH 30, 2004 

ADOPTED 

By UPMEYER of Hancock 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 2177 

S-5218 
1 Amend Senate File 2177, as amended, passed, and 

reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 

1. Page 2, by striking lines 4 through 17 and 
inserting the following: "school and its employees 
are to incur no liability, except for gross 
negligence, as a result of any injury arising from 
self-administration of medication by the student. The 
parent or guardian of the student shall sign a 
statement acknowledging that the school district or 
nonpublic school is to incur no liability, except for 
gross negligence, as a result of self-administration 
of medication by the student. A school district or 
accredited nonpublic school and its employees acting 
reasonably and in good faith shall incur no liability 
for any improper use of medication as defined in this 
section or for supervising, monitoring, or interfering 
with a student's self-administration of medication as 
defined in this section." 

2. Page 2, by inserting after line 34 the 
following: 

"7. The Iowa braille and sight saving school, the 
state school for the deaf, and the institutions under 
the control of the department of human services as 
provided in section 218.1 are exempt from the 
provisions of this section." 

3. By renumbering, relettering, or redesignating 
and correcting internal references as necessary. 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

S-5218 FILED MARCH 30, 2004 
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AN ACT 
RELATING TO THE POSSESSION AND SELF-ADMINISTRATION OF ASTHMA 

OR OTHER AIRWAY CONSTRICTING DISEASE MEDICATION BY PUBLIC 

AND ACCREDITED NONPUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. NEW SECTION. 280.16 SELF-ADMINISTRATION OF 
ASTHMA OR OTHER AIRWAY CONSTRICTING DISEASE MEDICATION. 

1. DEFINITIONS. For purposes of this section: 
a. "Medication" means a drug that meets the definition 

provided in section 126.2, subsection 8, has an individual 
prescription label, is prescribed by a physician for a 
student, and pertains to the student's asthma or other airway 
constricting disease. 

b. "Physician" means a person licensed under chapter 148, 
150, or l50A, or a physician's assistant, advanced registered 
nurse practitioner, or other person licensed or registered to 
distribute or dispense a prescription drug or device in the 
course of professional practice in this state in accordance 
with section 147.107, or a person licensed by another state in 
a health field in which, under Iowa law, licensees in this 
state may legally prescribe drugs. 

c. "Self-administration" means a student's discretionary 
use of medication prescribed by a physician for the student. 

2. The board of directors of a school district and the 
authorities in charge of an accredited nonpublic school shall 
permit the self-administration of medication by a student with 
asthma or other airway constricting disease if the following 
conditions are met: 

• • 
Senate File 2177, p. 2 

a. The student's parent or guardian provides to the school 

written authorization for the self-administration of 

medication. 
b. The student's parent or guardian provides to the school 

a written statement from the student's physician containing 

the following information: 

(1) The name and purpose of the medication. 

(2) The prescribed dosage. 
(3) The times at which or the special circumstances under 

which the medication is to be administered. 
c. The parent or guardian and the school meet the 

requirements of subsection 3. 

3. The school district or accredited nonpublic school 
shall notify the parent or guardian of the student, in 
writing, that the school district or accredited nonpublic 
school and its employees are to incur no liability, except for 
gross negligence, as a result of any injury arising from self
administration of medication by the student. The parent or 
guardian of the student shall sign a statement acknowledging 
that the school district or nonpublic school is to incur no 
liability, except for gross negligence, as a result of self
administration of medication by the student. A school 
district or accredited nonpublic school and its employees 
acting reasonably and in good faith shall incur no liability 
for any improper use of medication as defined in this section 
or for supervising, monitoring, or interfering with a 
student's self-administration of medication as defined in this 
section. 

4. The permission for self-administration of medication is 
effective for the school year for which it is granted and 
shall be renewed each subsequent school year upon fulfillment 
of the requirements of this section. However, the parent or 
guardian shall immediately notify the school of any changes in 
the conditions listed under subsection 2. 

5. Provided that the requirements of this section are 

fulfilled, a student with asthma or other airway constricting 
disease may possess and use the student's medication while in 

S.F.2177 
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school, at school-sponsored activities, under the supervision • 
of school personnel, and before or after normal school 
activities, such as while in before-school or after-school 

care on school-operated property. If the student misuses this 

privilege, the privilege may be withdrawn. 

6. Information provided to the school under subsection 2 

shall be kept on file in the office of the school nurse or, in 
the absence of a school nurse, the school's administrator. 

7. The Iowa braille and sight saving school, the state 
school for the deaf, and the institutions under the control of 

the department of human services as provided in section 218.1 
are exempt from the provisions of this section. 

JEFFREY M. LAMBERTI 
President of the Senate 

CHRISTOPHER C. RANTS 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 
is known as Senate File 2177, Eightieth General Assembly. 

Approved 

MICHAEL E. MARSHALL 

Secretary of the Senate 
_______________ , 2004 

THOMAS J. VILSACK 

Governor 
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