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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to school bus route approval or mediation by area 

2 education agencies. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.P. H.P. 

1 Section 1. Section 285.1, subsection 6, Code 2003, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 6. When the school designated for attendance of pupils is 

4 engaged in the transportation of pupils, the sending or 

5 designating school shall use these facilities and pay the pro 

6 rata cost of transportation except that a district sending 

7 pupils to another school may make other arrangements when it 

8 can be shown that such arrangements will be more efficient and 

9 economical than to use facilities of the receiving school, 

10 p~o~±d±n9-Stleh-a~~angemen~s-a~e-app~o~ed-by-~he-boa~d-o£-~he 

11 a~ea-edtlea~±On-ageney. 

12 Sec. 2. Section 285.1, subsection 16, paragraphs band c, 

13 Code 2003, are amended to read as follows: 

14 b. As an alternative to paragraph "a" o£-~h±~-~tlb~ee~±on, 

15 ~tlbjee~-~o-~ee~±on-z85.9,-stlbsee~±on-3, where practicable, and 

16 at the option of the public school district in which a 

17 nonpublic school pupil resides, the school district may 

18 transport a nonpublic school pupil to a nonpublic school 

19 located outside the boundary lines of the public school 

20 district if the nonpublic school is located in a school 

21 district contiguous to the school district which is 

22 transporting the nonpublic school pupils, or may contract with 

23 the contiguous public school district in which a nonpublic 

24 school is located for the contiguous school district to 

25 transport the nonpublic school pupils to the nonpublic school 

26 of attendance within the boundary lines of the contiguous 

27 school district. 

28 c. If the nonpublic school designated for attendance of a 

29 pupil is located outside the boundary line of the school 

30 district of the pupil's residence and the district of 

31 residence meets the requirements of subsections 14 to 16 or 
32 ~h±~-~ee~±on by using subsection 17, paragraph "c", or-~h±~ 

33 see~±on and the district in which the nonpublic school is 

34 located is contiguous to the district of the pupil's residence 

35 and is willing to provide transportation under subsection 17, 
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paragraph "a" or "b", o£-~h±~-~ee~±Oft7 the district in which 

the nonpublic school is located may provide transportation 

services, ~tlbjee~-~o-see~±oft-~85.97-~tlb~ee~ioft-37 and may make 

the claim for reimbursement under section 285.2. The district 

in which the nonpublic school is located shall notify the 

district of the pupil's residence that it is making the claim 

for reimbursement, and the district of the pupil's residence 

shall be relieved of the requirement for providing 

transportation and shall not make a claim for reimbursement 

for those nonpublic school pupils for which a claim is filed 

by the district in which the nonpublic school is located. 

Sec. 3. Section 285.2, unnumbered paragraph 5, Code 2003, 

is amended to read as follows: 

14 Claims shall be accompanied by an affidavit of an officer 

15 of the public school district affirming the accuracy of the 

16 claim. By February 1 and on or about June 15 of each year, 

17 the department shall certify to the department of revenue and 

18 finance the amounts of approved claims to be paid, and the 

19 department of revenue and finance shall draw warrants payable 

20 to school districts which have established claims. Claims 

21 shall be allowed where practical, and at the option of the 

22 public school district of the pupil's residence, ~tlbjee~-~o 

23 app~o~a~-by-~he-B~eB-edtlea~±oft-ageftey-o£-~he-ptlp±~~~ 

24 ~e~±deftee7-tlftde~-~ee~±oft-~85.97-Stlb~ee~±oft-37 the public 

25 school district of the pupil's residence may transport a pupil 

26 to a school located in a contiguous public school district 

27 outside the boundary lines of the public school district of 

28 the pupil's residence. The public school district of the 

29 pupil's residence may contract with the contiguous public 

30 school district or with a private contractor under section 

31 285.5 to transport the pupils to the school of attendance 

32 within the boundary lines of the contiguous public school 

33 district. The public school district in which the pupil 

34 resides may contract with the contiguous public school 

35 district or with a private contractor under section 285.5 to 
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1 transport the pupil from the pupil's residence or from 

2 designated school bus collection locations to the school 

3 located within the boundary lines of the contiguous public 

4 school district, subject to the approval of the area education 

5 agency of the pupil's residence. The public school district 

6 of the pupil's residence may utilize the reimbursement 

7 provisions of section 285.1, subsection 3. 

8 Sec. 4. Section 285.4, Code 2003, is amended to read as 

9 follows: 

10 285.4 PUPILS SENT TO ANOTHER DISTRICT. 

11 When a board closes its elementary school facilities for 

12 lack of pupils or by action of the board, it shall, if there 

13 is a school bus service available in the area, designate for 

14 attendance the school operating the buses, provided the board 

15 of such school is willing to receive them and the facilities 

• .1 

• 

16 and curricular offerings are adequate. The board of the • 

17 district where the pupils reside may w±~~-~~e-a~~ro~al-o£-~~e 

18 8rea-edtlea~±on-8geney-b08rd, subject to legal limitations and 

19 established uniform standards, designate another rural school 

20 and provide their own transportation if the transportation 

21 costs will be less than to use the established bus service. 

22 All-de~±gn8~±On~-mtl~~-be-~tlbm±~~ed-~o-~~e-8rea-edtlea~±on 

23 8geney-board-on-or-be£ore-atlly-%57-£Or-re~±ew-and-a~~r0~8l. 

24 ~~e-8geney-board-~~81l-8£~er-dtle-±n~e~~±ga~±on-8l~er-or-e~8nge 

25 de~±gn8~±on~-~0-m8~e-~~em-eon£orm-~0-legal-re~tl±remen~~-8nd 

26 e~~abl±~~ed-tln±£orm-~~8nd8rd~-£or-m8~±ng-de~±gn8~±on~-and-£or 

27 loe8~±ng-8nd-e~~8bl±~~±ng-btl~-rotl~e~. After designations are 

28 made, they will remain the same from year to year exee~~-~~a~ 

29 on-or-be£ere-atlly-l57-e£-eae~-year7-~~e-rtlr81-board-or-~8ren~~ 

30 m8y-~e~±~±en-~~e-8geney-be8rd-£or-a-e~8nge-e£-de~±gn8~±en-~e 

31 ano~~er-~e~eel. A~~e8l~-£rom-~~e-dee±~±en-o£-~~e-8geney-b08rd 

32 en-de~±gna~±en~-m8y-be-m8de-by-e±~~er-~~e-~8ren~~-er-be8rd-~e 

33 ~~e-d±ree~or-e£-~~e-de~8r~men~-e£-edtlea~±en Requests for 

34 mediation and appeals on designations may be made as provided 

35 in ~ee~±on sections 285.12 and ~ee~±en 285.13. 
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1 Sec. 5. 

2 by striking 

3 Sec. 6. 

4 follows: 

5 285.13 

S.F. ~ H.F . 

Section 285.9, subsection 3, Code 2003, is amended 

the subsection. 

Section 285.13, Code 2003, is amended to read as 

DISAGREEMENTS BETWEEN BOARDS. 

6 In the event of a disagreement between ~"e-boe~d-o£-e two 

7 or more boards of directors of school dis~~ie~-aftd-~"e-boe~d 

8 o£-aft-a~ea-edtlea~ioft-ageft~Y districts, ~he-boa~d-o£-~he ~ 

9 school district board involved in the dispute may submit a 

10 written request to an area education agency to mediate the 

11 dispute. If the school boards involved in the dispute waive 

12 mediation, or if a mediation agreement is not reached within 

13 thirty days of an area education agency's receipt of a written 

14 request for mediation, a school board involved in the dispute 

15 may appeal to the director of the department of education and 

16 the procedure and times provided for in section 285.12 shall 

17 prevail in any such case. The decision of the director shall 

18 be subject to judicial review in accordance with the terms of 

19 the Iowa administrative procedure Act. 

20 EXPLANATION 

21 This bill eliminates Code language requiring area education 

22 agency approval of school bus transportation arrangements and 

23 routes, but permits school boards involved in a school bus 
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28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

transportation dispute to request mediation from an area 

education agency. If mediation is waived or fails within 30 

days of the agency's receipt of the request, the boards 

involved in the dispute may appeal to the director of the 

department of education. The bill eliminates related internal 

references. 
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