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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 147.74, subsection 16, Code 2003, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 16. A physician assistant regis~eree-or lice~sed under 
4 chapter 148C may use the words "physician assistant" after the 
5 person's name or signify the same by the use of the letters 
6 "Po A." after the person's name. 

7 Sec. 2. Section 147.80, subsection 5, Code 2003, is 

8 amended to read as follows: 

9 5. Application for a license to practice as a physician 

10 assistant, issuance of a license to practice as a physician 
11 assistant issued upon the basis of an examination given or 

12 approved by the board of physician assistant examiners, 

13 issuance of a license to practice as a physician assistant 
14 issued under a reciprocal agreement, renewal of a license to 
15 practice as a physician assistant, temporary license to 

16 practice as a physician assistant7-reg±s~r8~ioft-o£-8-~"ys±ei8ft 

17 8SS±S~8ft~7-~em~or8ry-reg±s~r8~±Oft-O£-8-~"y~±e±8ft-8~~±S~8ft~7 

18 refteW8~-O£-8-reg±~~r8~±Oft-O£-8-~"y~±ei8ft-8~~±~~8ft~. 
19 Sec. 3. Section 147.107, subsection 5, Code 2003, is 

20 amended to read as follows: 
21 5. Notwithstanding subsection 1 and any other provision of 

22 this section to the contrary, a physician may delegate the 
23 function of prescribing drugs, controlled substances, and 

24 medical devices to a physician assistant licensed pursuant to 

25 chapter l48C. When delegated prescribing occurs, the 

26 supervising physician's name shall be used, recorded, or 

27 otherwise indicated in connection with each individual 
28 prescription so that the individual who dispenses or 

29 administers the prescription knows under whose delegated 

30 authority the physician assistant is prescribing. Rules 

31 relating to the authority of physician assistants to prescribe 

32 drugs, controlled substances, and medical devices pursuant to 

33 this subsection shall be adopted by the board of physician 

34 assistant examiners7-8£~er-eoft~tt~~8~±oft-wi~"-~"e-bo8re-o£ 

35 mee±e8~-eX8mifter~-8fte-~"e-bo8re-O£-~"8rm8ey-ex8mifter~7-8~-SOOft 
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S.F . _____ H.F. 

as-~ossibie-a£eer-a~iy-i7-i99i~--~he-r~ies-shaii-be-re~iewed 

a~d-a~pro~ed-by-~ne-pnys~e~a~-assisea~~-r~ies-re~iew-gro~p 

erea~ed-~~der-s~b~eeeio~-~-a~d-shaii-be-ado~~ed-i~-£i~ai-£orm 

by-aa~~ary-i7-i993. However, the rules shall prohibit the 

prescribing of schedule II controlled substances which are 

listed as stimulants or depressants pursuant to chapter 124. 

i£-r~ies-are-~o~-re~iewed-a~d-appro~ed-by-~ne-pnys~e±a~ 

assis~a~~-r~ies-re~~ew-gro~~-erea~ed-~ftder-s~bsee~~ol'-~-aftd 

adop~ed-~ft-£~ftai-£orm-by-aaft~ary-i7-i9937-a-pnys~e~al' 

as~~~eaft~-may-pre~er~be-drtlgs-a~-a-deiegaeed-aee-o£-a 

s~perv~~~ftg-pnys~e~aft-~ftder-r~ies-adopeed-by-ene-board-0£ 

pnys~e~aft-as~~~~aft~-examifters-aftd-s~b;ee~-eo-ene-r~ies-rev~ew 

proeess-es~abi~sned-ift-seee~oft-t48e.~.--~ne-board-o£-pnys~e~aft 

ass~seafte-exam~fters-snatt-be-~ne-oftiy-board-~o-reg~ietee-~ne 

prae~~ee-o£-pnys~e~aft-ass~~ean~s-reia~~ng-eo-pre~er~bing-and 

s~ppiy~ng-preser~pe~oft-dr~gs7-eOft~roiied-~~bseanees-and 

medieai-de~ieeS7-ftO~W~~nseanding-seeeioft-t48e.6A. 

18 Sec. 4. Section 148.13, subsection 1, Code 2003, is 

19 amended by striking the subsection. 

20 Sec. 5. Section 148.13, subsection 4, Code 2003, is 

21 amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 

22 thereof the following: 

23 4. The board of medical examiners shall adopt rules 

24 requiring a physician serving as a supervising physician to 

25 notify the board of the identity of a physician assistant the 

26 physician is supervising, and of any change in the status of 

27 the supervisory relationship. 

28 Sec. 6. Section 148C.l, subsection 1, Code 2003, is 

29 amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 

30 thereof the following: 

31 1. "Approved program" means a program for the education of 

32 physician assistants which has been accredited by the American 

33 medical association's committee on allied health education and 

• 34 accreditation, by its successor, the commission on 

35 accreditation of allied health educational programs, or by its 
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S.F. H.F. ---------

1 successor, the accreditation review commission on education 

2 for the physician assistant, or its successor. 
3 Sec. 7. Section 148C.1, subsection 5, Code 2003, is 
4 amended to read as follows: 

5 5. "Physician" means a person who is currently licensed in 

6 Iowa to practice medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine 

7 and surgery, or osteopathy. Notwithstanding this subsection, 

8 a physician supervising a physician assistant practicing in a 
9 federal facility or under federal authority shall not be 

10 reguired to obtain licensure beyond licensure reguirements 
11 mandated by the federal government for supervising physicians. 
12 Sec. 8. Section 148C.1, subsection 7, Code 2003, is 

13 amended by striking the subsection. 

14 Sec. 9. Section 148C.3, Code 2003, is amended by striking 

15 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

16 148C.3 LICENSURE. 

17 1. The board shall adopt rules to govern the licensure of 

18 physician assistants. An applicant for licensure shall submit 
19 the fee prescribed by the board and shall meet the 
20 requirements established by the board with respect to each of 

21 the following: 

22 a. Academic qualifications, including evidence of 

23 graduation from an approved program. A physician assistant 
24 who is not a graduate of an approved program, but who passed 

25 the national commission on certification of physician 
26 assistants' physician assistant national certifying 

27 examination prior to 1986, is exempt from this graduation 

28 requirement. 

29 b. Evidence of passing the national commission on the 

30 certification of physician assistants' physician assistant 

31 national certifying examination or an equivalent examination 

32 approved by the board. 

33 c. Hours of continuing medical education necessary to 

34 become or remain licensed. 
35 2. Rules shall be adopted by the board pursuant to this 
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1 chapter permitting a licensed physician assistant to be 

2 supervised by physicians. The rules shall provide that a 

3 physician shall not supervise more than two physician 

4 assistants at one time. The rules shall also provide that a 

5 physician assistant shall notify the board of the identity of 

6 their supervising physician, and of any change in the status 

7 of the supervisory relationship. 
8 3. A licensed physician assistant shall perform only those 

9 services for which the licensed physician assistant is 

10 qualified by training. 

11 4. The board may issue a temporary license under special 

12 circumstances and upon conditions prescribed by the board. A 

13 temporary license shall not be valid for more than one year 

14 and shall not be renewed more than once. 

15 5. The board may issue an inactive license under 

16 conditions prescribed by rules adopted by the board. 

• 17 Sec. 10. Section 148C.4, Code 2003, is amended to read as 

18 follows: 

19 148C.4 SERVICES PERFORMED BY PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS. 

20 1. A physician assistant may perform medical services when 

21 the services are rendered under the supervision of t~~ ~ 

22 physician or-phy~±e±a~~-~p~e±£±~o-±~-th~-phy~±e±a~-a~~±~ta~t 

23 ~±e~~~~-approy~o-by-th~-boaro. A tra±~~~ physician assistant 

24 student may perform medical services when the services are 

25 rendered within the scope of an approved program. For the 

26 purposes of this section, "medical services when the services 

27 are rendered under the supervision of th~-phy~±e±a~-or 

28 phy~±e±a~~-~p~e±£±~o-±~-th~-phy~±e±a~-a~~±~ta~t-~±e~~~~ 

29 approy~o-by-th~-boaroll a physician" includes making a 

30 pronounceme.nt of death for a patient whose death is 

31 anticipated if the death occurs in a licensed hospital, a 

32 licensed health care facility, a Medicare-certified horne 

33 health agency, or a Medicare-certified hospice program or 

• 34 facility, with notice of the death to a physician and in 
35 accordance with the directions of a physician. 
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1 2. Notwithstanding subsection 1, a physician assistant 

2 licensed pursuant to this chapter or authorized to practice in 
3 any other state or federal jurisdiction who voluntarily and 

4 gratuitously, and other than in the ordinary course of the 
5 physician assistant's employment or practice, responds to a 

6 need for medical care created by an emergency or a state or 
7 local disaster may render such care that the physician 
8 assistant is able to provide without supervision as described 

9 in this section or with such supervision as is available. 

10 A physician who supervises a physician assistant providing 

11 medical care pursuant to this subsection shall not be required 

12 to meet the requirements of rules adopted pursuant to section 
13 148C.3, subsection 2, relating to supervision by physicians. 
14 A physician providing physician assistant supervision pursuant 

15 to this subsection or a physician assistant, who voluntarily 

16 and gratuitously, and other than in the ordinary course of the 

17 physician assistant's employment or practice, responds to a 

18 need for medical care created by an emergency or a state or 
19 local disaster shall not be subject to criminal liability by 

20 reason of having issued or executed the orders for such care, 

21 and shall not be liable for civil damages for acts or 
22 omissions relating to the issuance or execution of the orders 
23 unless the acts or omissions constitute recklessness. 
24 Sec. 11. Section 148C.ll, Code 2003, is amended to read as 

25 follows: 

26 148C.ll PROHIBITION -- CRIME. 

27 A person not r~9~s~~r~d-8ftd licensed as required by this 

28 chapter who practices as a physician assistant w~~heH~-h8V~ft9 

29 eb~8~ft~d-~h~-8~~re~r~8~~-8~~reV8i-Hftd~r-~h~s-eh8~~~r7 is 

30 guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 
31 Sec. 12. PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS -- RULES. The board shall 

32 adopt new rules pursuant to chapter 17A to administer chapter 

33 148C no later than January 1, 2004. The rules shall be 

34 designed to encourage the utilization of physician assistants 

35 in a manner that is consistent with the provision of quality 
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1 health care and medical services for the citizens of Iowa 

2 through better utilization of available physicians and the 

3 development of sound programs for the education and training 

4 of skilled physician assistants well qualified to assist 

5 physicians in providing health care and medical services. 

6 Sec. 13. Sections l48C.2, 148C.5A, l48C.6A, and 148C.7, 

7 Code 2003, are repealed. 
8 Sec. 14. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 

9 immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 

10 EXPLANATION 

11 This bill modifies licensure requirements for physician 

12 assistants. 
13 The bill eliminates provisions relating to registration as 

14 a physician assistant, and also eliminates the physician 

15 assistant rules review group established in Code section 

16 148C.7, which functions to review and either approve or 

• 17 disapprove proposed rules by the board of physician assistant 
18 examiners. The bill further eliminates provisions regarding 

19 the adoption of rules by December 31, 1988, relating to the 

20 eligibility of a physician to serve as a supervising 

• 

21 physician, and regarding appeals to the board of medical 

22 examiners of decisions of the board of physician assistant 

23 examiners in a contested case involving discipline of a 

24 licensed physician assistant. 

25 The bill provides for changes to the definitions applicable 

26 to physician assistants pursuant to Code chapter 148C. The 

27 bill provides that an approved program for the education of 

28 physician assistants refers to a program accredited by the 

29 American medical association's committee on allied health 

30 education and accreditation, its successor, the commission on 

31 accreditation of allied health educational programs, its 

32 successor, the accreditation review commission on education 

33 for the physician assistant, or its successor, rather than 

34 pursuant to rules as currently defined. 

35 The bill provides that a physician practicing in a federal 
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1 facility or under federal authority and supervising a 

2 physician assistant shall not be required to obtain licensure 

3 beyond licensure requirements mandated by the federal 

4 government for supervising physicians. 

5 The bill provides for modifications regarding requirements 

6 for licensure as a physician assistant consistent with the 

7 revised definitions and elimination of registration as a 

8 physician assistant. 

9 The bill provides that the boards of medical examiners and 

10 physician assistant examiners shall adopt rules requiring a 

11 physician, or physician assistant, to inform their respective 

12 boards of the identity of the physician assistant being 

13 supervised, or the supervising physician, and of any change in 

14 the status of the supervisory relationship. The bill 

15 additionally provides that the board of medical examiners 

16 shall adopt rules providing that a supervising physician shall 

17 not supervise more than two physician assistants at one time. 

18 The bill provides that a physician assistant licensed 

19 pursuant to Code chapter 148C or in any other state or federal 

20 jurisdiction who voluntarily and gratuitously, and other than 
21 in the ordinary course of the physician assistant's employment 

22 or practice, responds to a need for medical care created by an 

23 emergency or disaster may render such care that the physician 

24 assistant is able to provide without supervision or with such 

25 supervision as is available. The bill also provides that a 

26 physician who supervises a physician assistant providing such 

27 medical care shall not be required to meet rules relating to 

28 supervision by physicians, and that the physician or a 

29 physician assistant shall not be subject to criminal liability 

30 by reason of having issued or executed the orders for such 

31 care, and shall not be liable for civil damages for acts or 

32 omissions relating to the issuance or execution of the orders 

33 unless the acts or omissions constitute recklessness. 

34 The bill further requires that the board of physician 

35 assistant examiners adopt new rules relating to administration 

-7-
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1 of Code chapter 148C on or before January 1,2004. 
2 The bill takes effect upon enactment. 
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HOUSE FILE 628 
H-1274 

1 Amend House File 628 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, lines 34 and 35, by striking the words 
3" after consultation 'JJith the board of medical 
4 examiners and the board of pharmaey examiners", and 
5 inserting the following: ", after consultation with 
6 the board of medical examiners and the board of 
7 pharmacy examiners". 
8 2. Page 2, by striking lines 18 and 19 and 
9 inserting the following: 

10 "Sec. Section 148.13, subsection 1, Code 
11 2003, is amended to read as follows: 
12 1. The board of medical examiners shall adopt 
13 rules setting forth in detail its criteria and 
14 procedures for determining the ineligibility of a 
15 physician to serve as a supervising physician under 
16 chapter 148C. The rules shall be adopted as soon as 
17 possible after the effective date of this Aet and in 
18 no event later than December 31, 1988 provide that a 
19 physician may serve as a supervising physician under 
20 chapter 148C until such time as the board determines, 
21 following normal disciplinary procedures, that the 
22 physician is ineligible to serve in that capacity." 
23 3. Page 4, line 10, by inserting after the word 
24 "training" the following: "or not prohibited by th'_" 
25 board". 
26 4. Page 4, by inserting after line 16 the 
27 following: 
28 "6. The board shall adopt rules pursuant to this 
29 section after consultation with the board of merL: r:al 
30 examiners." 
31 5. Page 5, line 33, by inserting after the figure 
32 "148C" the following: ", after consultation with the 
33 board of medical examiners,". 
34 6. By renumbering as necessary. 

8-1274 FILED APRIL 3, 2003 
~~\Q~ L-\I(~/Q6 

HOUSE FILE 628 
8-1288 

By BODDICKER of Cedar 
MURPHY of Dubuque 

1 Amend the amendment, H-1274, to House File 628, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 22 the 
4 following: 
5 " Page 4, by striking lines 1 through 4 and 
6 inserting the following: "chapter requiring a 
7 licensed physician assistant to be supervised by 
8 physicians. The rules shall provide that not more 
9 than two physician assistants shall be supervised by a 

10 physician at one time. The rules shall also provide 
11 that a"." 

H-1288 FILED APRIL 8, 2003 
ADOPTED 

By BODDICKER of Cedar 
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S.F. H.F. ~:l8 

1 Section 1. Section 147.74, subsection 16, Code 2003, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 16. A physician assistant r~9±~~~r~d-or licensed under 

4 chapter 148C may use the words "physician assistant" after the 

5 person's name or signify the same by the use of the letters 

6 "Po A." after the person's name. 

7 Sec. 2. Section 147.80, subsection 5, Code 2003, is 

8 amended to read as follows: 

9 5. Application for a license to practice as a physician 

10 assistant, issuance of a license to practice as a physician 

11 assistant issued upon the basis of an examination given or 

12 approved by the board of physician assistant examiners, 

13 issuance of a license to practice as a physician assistant 

14 issued under a reciprocal agreement, renewal of a license to 

15 practice as a physician assistant, temporary license to 

16 practice as a physician assistant7-r~9±~~~e~±o~-o£-e-phy~±e±8~ 

17 8~~±~~e~~7-~~mpor8ry-r~9±~~re~±o~-o£-8-phy~±e~8~-8~~±~~8~~7 

18 r~~~w8~-o£-e-r~9~~~re~~o~-o£-e-phy~~e~8~-8~~~~~8~~. 

19 Sec. 3. Section 147.107, subsection 5, Code 2003, is 

20 amended to read as follows: 

21 5. Notwithstanding subsection 1 and any other provision of 

22 this section to the contrary, a physician may delegate the 

23 function of prescribing drugs, controlled substances, and 

24 medical devices to a physician assistant licensed pursuant to 

25 chapter 148C. When delegated prescribing occurs, the 

26 supervising physician's name shall be used, recorded, or 

27 otherwise indicated in connection with each individual 

28 prescription so that the individual who dispenses or 

29 administers the prescription knows under whose delegated 

30 authority the physician assistant is prescribing. Rules 

31 relating to the authority of physician assistants to prescribe 

32 drugs, controlled substances, and medical devices pursuant to 

33 this subsection shall be adopted by the board of physician 

34 assistant examiners, after consultation with the board of 

35 medical examiners and the board of pharmacy examiner~7-8~-~oo~ 
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S.F. H •. F. <D:li 

a~-po~~±b~e-a£ee~-atl~Y-~7-~99~.--~he-~tt~e~-~ha~~-be-~e~±ewed 

a~d-app~o~ed-by-ehe-phy~±e±a~-a~~±~ea~e-~tt~e~-~e~±ew-~~OtlP 

e~eaeed-tl~de~-~tlb~eee±o~-T-a~d-~ha~~-be-adopeed-±~-£i~a~-£o~m 

by-aa~tla~y-~7-~993. However, the rules shall prohibit the 

prescribing of schedule II controlled substances which are 

listed as stimulants or depressants pursuant to chapter 124. 

f£-~tl~e~-a~e-~oe-~e~±ewed-a"d-app~o~ed-by-ehe-phy~±e~aft 

a~~±~ea"e-~tt~e~-~e~±ew-~~otlp-e~eaeed-tl~de~-~tlb~eee±on-T-aftd 

adopeed-±ft-£±fta~-£o~m-by-aafttla~y-~7-~9937-a-phy~±e±an 

a~~±~ea"e-may-p~e~e~±be-d~tl~~-a~-a-de~e~aeed-aee-o£-a 

8tlpe~~±~±"~-phy8±e±a"-tl"de~-~tl~e8-adopeed-by-ehe-boa1~d-o£ 

phy~±e±aft-a~~±8ea"e-exam±"e~8-a"d-~tlbjeee-eo-ehe-~tl~e~-~e~±ew 

p~oee~~-e~eab~±~hed-±"-8eee±oft-~48e.T.--~he-boa~d-o£-phy~±e±aft 

a~8±~ea~e-exam±fte~~-~ha~~-be-ehe-o"~y-boa~d-eo-~e~tt~etee-ehe 

p~aee±ee-o£-phy8±e±a"-a~~±8ea"e~-~e~ae±ft~-eO-p~e8e~±b±"~-a"d 

8tlpp~y±"~-p~e8e~±pe±oft-d~tl~87-eO"e~o~~ed-8tlb8ea"ee8-a"d 

med±ea~-de~±ee87-"Oew±eh8ea"d±~~-~eee±o"-~48e.6A. 

Sec. 4. Section 148.13, subsection 1, Code 2003, is 

amended to read as follows: 

1. The board of medical examiners shall adopt rules 

setting forth in detail its criteria and procedures for 

determining the ineligibility of a physician to serve as a 

supervising physician under chapter 148C. The rules shall be 

adopeed-a~-~00"-a8-pO~~±b~e-a£ee~-ehe-e££eee±~e-daee-o£-eh±~ 

Aee-a"d-±~-"o-e~e"e-~aee~-eha"-Beeembe~-3~7-~988 ~ide that 

a physician may serve as a supervising physician under chapter 

148C until such time as the board determines, following normal 

28 disciplinary procedures, that the physician is ineligible to 

29 serve in that capacity . 
• 

30 Sec. 5. Section 148.13, subsection 4, Code 2003, is 

31 amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 

32 thereof the following: 

33 4. The board of medical examiners shall adopt rules 

• 34 requiring a physician serving as a supervising physician to 

35 notify the board of the identity of a physician assistant the 

-2-
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1 physician is supervising, and of any change in the status of 

2 the supervisory relationship. 

3 Sec. 6. Section 148C.l, subsection 1, Code 2003, is 

4 amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 

5 thereof the following: 

6 1. "Approved program" means a program for the education of 

7 physician assistants which has been accredited by the American 

8 medical association's committee on allied health education and 

9 accreditation, by its successor, the commission on 

10 accreditation of allied health educational programs, or by its 

11 successor, the accreditation review commission on education 

12 for the physician assistant, or its successor. 

13 Sec. 7. Section 148C.l, subsection 5, Code 2003, is 

14 amended to read as follows: 

15 5. "Physician" means a person who is currently licensed in 

• 

16 Iowa to practice medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine • 

17 and surgery, or osteopathy. Notwithstanding this subsection, 

18 a physician supervising a physician assistant practicing in a 

19 federal facility or under federal authority shall not be 

20 required to obtain licensure beyond licensure requirements 

21 mandated by the federal government for supervising physicians. 

22 Sec. 8. Section l48C.l, subsection 7, Code 2003, is 

23 amended by striking the subsection. 

24 Sec. 9. Section 148C.3, Code 2003, is amended by striking 

25 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

26 l48C.3 LICENSURE. 

27 1. The board shall adopt rules to govern the licensure of 

28 physician assistants. An applicant for licensure shall submit 

29 the fee prescribed by the board and shall meet the 

30 requirements established by the board with respect to each of 

31 the following: 

32 a. Academic qualifications, including evidence of 

33 graduation from an approved program. A physician assistant 

34 who is not a graduate of an approved program, but who passed 

35 the national commission on certification of physician 

-3-
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1 assistants' physician assistant national certifying 

2 examination prior to 1986, is exempt from this graduation 

3 requirement. 

4 b. Evidence of passing the national commission on the 

5 certification of physician assistants' physician assistant 

6 national certifying examination or an equivalent examination 

7 approved by the board. 

8 c. Hours of continuing medical education necessary to 

9 become or remain licensed. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

2. Rules shall be adopted by the board pursuant to this 

chapter requiring a licensed physician assistant to t~ 

supervised by physicians. The rules shall provide that not 

more than two physician assistants shall be supervised by a 

physician at one time. The rules shall also provide that a 

physician assistant shall notify the board of the identity of 

their supervising physician, and of any change in the status 

of the supervisory relationship. 

3. A licensed physician assistant shall perform only those 

services for which the licensed physician assistant is 

qualified by training or not prohibited by the board. 

4. The board may issue a temporary license under special 

circumstances and upon conditions prescribed by the board. A 

temporary license shall not be valid for more than one year 

and shall not be renewed more than once. 

5. The board may issue an inactive license under 

conditions prescribed by rules adopted by the board. 

27 6. The board shall adopt rules pursuant to this section 

28 after consultation with the board of medical examiners. 

29 Sec. 10. Section l48C.4, Code 2003, is amended to read as 

30 follows: 

31 148C.4 SERVICES PERFORMED BY PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS. 

32 1. A physician assistant may perform medical services when 

33 the services are rendered under the supervision of the ~ 

34 physician o~-phy~±e±an~-~pee±£±ed-±n-the-phy~±e±an-a~~~±~tant 

35 !±een~e-app~o~ed-by-the-boa~d. A t~a±nee physician aBsistant 
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1 student may perform medical services when the services are 

2 rendered within the scope of an approved program. For the 

3 purposes of this section, "medical services when the services 

4 are rendered under the supervision of ~he-~hy~±e±~n-or 

5 ~hy~±e±~n~-~~ee±€±ed-±n-~he-~hy~±e±~ft-~~~±~t~nt-~±een~e 

6 ~~proved-ey-the-eo~rdll a physician" includes making a 

7 pronouncement of death for a patient whose death is· 

8 anticipated if the death occurs in a licensed hospital, a 

9 licensed health care facility, a Medicare-certified home 

10 health agency, or a Medicare-certified hospice program or 

11 facility, with notice of the death to a physician and in 

12 accordance with the directions of a physician. 

13 2. Notwithstanding subsection 1, a physician assistant 

14 licensed pursuant to this chapter or authorized to practice in 

15 any other state or federal jurisdiction who voluntarily and 

16 gratuitously, and other than in the ordinary course of the 

17 physician assistant's employment or practice, responds to a 

18 need for medical care created by an emergency or a state or 

19 local disaster may render such care that the physician 

20 assistant is able to provide without supervision as described 

21 in this section or with such supervision as is available. 

22 A physician who supervises a physician assistant providing 

23 medical care pursuant to this subsection shall not be required 

24 to meet the requirements of rules adopted pursuant to section 

25 148C.3, subsection 2, relating to supervision by physicians. 

26 A physician providing physician assistant supervision pursuant 

27 to this subsection or a physician assistant, who voluntarily 

28 and gratuitously, and other than in the ordinary course of the 

29 physician assistant's employment or practice, responds to a 

30 need for medical care created by an emergency or a state or 

31 local disaster shall not be subject to criminal liability by 

32 reason of having issued or executed the orders for such care, 

33 and shall not be liable for civil damages for acts or 

34 omissions relating to the issuance or execution of the orders 

35 unless the acts or omissions constitute recklessness. 
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1 Sec. 11. Section 148C.ll, Code 2003, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 148C.ll PROHIBITION -- CRIME. 

4 A person not reg±~~ered-8nd licensed as required by this 

5 chapter who practices as a physician assistant w±~nott~-n8~±n9 

6 ob~8±ned-~ne-8~~ro~r±8~e-8~~rO~8~-tlnder-~n±s-en8~~er, is 

7 guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 

8 Sec. 12. PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS -- RULES. The board shall 

9 adopt new rules pursuant to chapter 17A to administer chapter 

10 148C, after consultation with the board of medical examiners, 

11 no later than January 1, 2004. The rules shall be designed to 

12 encourage the utilization of physician assistants in a manner 

13 that is consistent with the provision of quality health care 

14 and medical services for the citizens of Iowa through better 

15 utilization of available physicians and the development of 

16 sound programs for the education and training of skilled 

17 physician assistants well qualified to assist physicians in 

18 providing health care and medical services. 

19 Sec. 13. Sections 148C.2, 148C.5A, 148C.6A, and 148C.7, 

20 Code 2003, are repealed. 

21 Sec. 14. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 

22 immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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S.F. H.F. ----

1 Section 1. Section 147.74, subsection 16, Code 2003~ is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 16. A physician assistant ~egis~e~eo-e~ licensed under 

4 chapter l48C may use the words "physician assistant" after the 

5 person's name or signify the same by the use of the letters 

6 "Po A." after the person's name. 

7 Sec. 2. Section 147.80, subsection 5, Code 2003, is 

8 amended to read as follows: 
9 5. Application for a license to practice as a physician 

10 assistant, issuance of a license to practice as a physician 

11 assistant issued upon the basis of an examination given or 

12 approved by the board of physician assistant examiners, 

13 issuance of a license to practice as a physician assistant 

14 issued under a reciprocal agreement, renewal of a license to 

15 practice as a physician assistant, temporary license to 

16 practice as a physician assistant7-~egis~~8~ieft-e£-8-~ftysiei~ft 

17 8ssis~8ft~7-~em~e~8~y-~egis~~8~ieft-e£-8-~ftysiei8ft-~ssis~8ft~7 

18 ~eftew8i-e£-8-~egis~~8~ieft-e£-8-~ftysiei8ft-8Ssis~8ft~. 

19 Sec. 3. Section 147.107, subsection 5, Code 2003, is 

20 amended to read as follows: 

21 5. Notwithstanding subsection 1 and any other provision of 

22 this section to the contrary, a physician may delegate the 

23 function of prescribing drugs, controlled substances, and 

24 medical devices to a physician assistant licensed pursuant to 

25 chapter l48C. When delegated prescribing occurs, the 
26 supervising physician's name shall be used, recorded, or 

27 otherwise indicated in connection with each individual 

28 prescription so that the individual who dispenses or 

29 administers the prescription knows under whose delegated 

30 authority the physician assistant is prescribing. Rules 

31 relating to the authority of physician assistants to prescribe 

32 drugs, controlled substances, and medical devices pursuant to 

33 this subsection shall be adopted by the board of physician 

34 assistant examiners7-8£~e~-eeftstti~8~ieft-wi~ft-~fte-be8~o-e£ 

35 medie~i-ex~mifte~S-8ftO-~fte-be8~O-e£-~ft~~m8ey-ex8mifte~S7-8S-Seeft 
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1 as-pess~b%e-ar~er-a~%Y-%7-%99%~--~~e-r~%es-s~a%%-be-re~~ewed 

2 aftd-appre~ed-by-~ne-pnys~c~aft-ass~s~aft~-r~%es-re~~~!w-gre~p 

3 erea~ed-~ftder-s~bsec~~Oft-T-aftd-sna%%-be-adop~ed-~ft-'r~fta%-form 

4 by-aaft~ary-!7-!993. However, the rules shall prohibit the 
5 prescribing of schedule II controlled substances which are 

6 listed as stimulants or depressants pursuant to chcLpter 124. 
7 :£-r~!es-are-fto~-re~~ewed-aftd-appre~ed-by-~ne-p~ysic~aft 
8 ass±s~aft~-rtl!es-re~±ew-grotlp-crea~ed-~ftder-stlbsec~~:eft-T-aftd 

9 adop~ed-~ft-£~fta!-form-by-aafttlary-!7-!9937-a-pnys~c±aft 

10 ass~s~aft~-may-prescr~be-drtlgs-as-a-de%ega~ed-ac~-o~~-a 

11 stlper~±s~ftg-pnys~c~aft-tlftder-rtl!es-adep~ed-by-~ne-be,ard-e£ 

12 pnys~C±8ft-8SS~S~aft~-exam~fters-aftd-stlb;ec~-~e-~ne-rtl%es-re~~ew 
13 precess-est8b!~sned-~ft-sec~±oft-!~8e~T. The board ()f physician 
14 assistant examiners shall be the only board to regulate the 

15 practice of physician assistants re!at~ftg-to-presc1~~b~ftg-aftd 
16 Stlpp!y±ftg-prescr±p~±oft-drtlgs7-COfttro!%ed-stlbs~aftce~~-eftd 

17 med±ca!-de~~eeS7-ftO~W~~ns~aftd~ftg-sect~oft-%~8e.6A. 

18 Sec. 4. Section 148.13, subsections 1 and 4, Code 2003, 

19 are amended by striking the subsections. 
20 Sec. 5. Section l48C.l, subsection 1, Code 2003, is 
21 amended by striking the subsection and inserting ill lieu 
22 thereof the following: 

23 1. "Approved program" means a program for the 4:!ducation of 
24 physician assistants which has been accredited by the American 

25 medical association's committee on allied health education and 
26 accreditation, by its successor, the commission on 
27 accreditation of allied health educational program!;, or by its 

28 successor, the accredi tation review commission on I~ducation 

29 for the physician assistant, or its successor. 
30 Sec. 6. Section 148C.l, subsection 5, Code 2003, is 

31 amended to read as follows: 

32 5. "Physician" means a person who is currently licensed in 

33 Iowa to practice medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine 

34 and surgery, or osteopathy. Notwithstanding this subsection, 

35 a physician supervising a physician assistant practicing in a 
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1 federal jurisdiction shall not be required to obtain licensure 

2 beyond licensure reguirements mandated by the federal 

3 government for supervising physicians. 

4 Sec. 7. Section l48C.l, subsection 7, Code 2003, is 

5 amended by striking the subsection. 

6 Sec. 8. Section l48C.3, Code 2003, is amended by striking 

7 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

8 l48C.3 LICENSURE. 

9 1. The board shall adopt rules to govern the licensure of 

10 physician assistants. An applicant for licensure shall submit 

11 the fee prescribed by the board and shall meet the 

12 requirements established by the board with respect to each of 

13 the following: 

14 a. Academic qualifications, including evidence of 

15 graduation from an approved program. A physician assistant 

16 who is not a graduate of an approved program, but who passed 

17 the national commission on certification of physician 

18 assistants' physician assistant national certifying 

19 examination prior to 1986, is exempt from this graduation 

20 requirement. 

21 b. Evidence of passing the national commission on the 

22 certification of physician assistants' physician assistant 

23 national certifying examination or an equivalent examination 

24 approved by the board. 

25 c. Hours of continuing medical education necessary to 

26 become or remain licensed. 

27 2. Rules shall be adopted by the board pursuant to this 

28 chapter permitting a licensed physician assistant to be 

29 supervised by physicians. 

30 3. A licensed physician assistant shall perform only those 

31 services for which the licensed physician assistant is 

32 qualified by training. 

33 4. The board may issue a temporary license under special 

34 circumstances and upon conditions prescribed by the board. A 

35 temporary license shall not be valid for more than one year 
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1 and shall not be renewed more than once. 
2 5. The board may issue an inactive license under 

3 conditions prescribed by rules adopted by the board. 

4 Sec. 9. Section 148C.4, Code 2003, is amended to read as 
5 follows: 

6 148C.4 SERVICES PERFORMED BY PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS. 

7 1. A physician assistant may perform medical services when 

8 the services are rendered under the supervision of ~he ~ 
9 physician or-~hy~~e~~n~-~~ee~~~ee-~n-~he-~hy~~e~~n-e:~~~~~~n~ 

10 i~een~e-~~~rovee-by-~he-bo~rd. A tr~~nee physician assistant 
11 student may perform medical services when the services are 

12 rendered within the scope of an approved program. F'or the 

13 purposes of this section, "medical services when the services 

14 are rendered under the supervision of ~he-~hy~~e~~n-or 

15 ~hy~~e~~n~-~~ee~£~ed-~n-~he-~hy~~e~~n-~~~~~~~n~-i~een~e 
16 a~~rovee-by-~he-bo~rdJL a physician" includes making a 

17 pronouncement of death for a patient whose death is 
18 anticipated if the death occurs in a licensed hospital, a 
19 licensed health care facility, a Medicare-certified home 

20 health agency, or a Medicare-certified hospice program or 

21 facility, with notice of the death to a physician and in 

22 accordance with the directions of a physician. 
23 2. Notwithstanding subsection 1, a physician assistant 

24 licensed pursuant to this chapter or authorized to practice in 
25 any other state or federal jurisdiction who voluntarily and 
26 gratuitously, and other than in the ordinary course I)f the 

27 physician assistant I s employment or practice, reSpOn!lS to a 
28 need for medical care created by an emergency or a state or 

29 local disaster may render such care that the physician 

30 assistant is able to provide without supervision as described 

31 in this section or with such supervision as is available. 

32 A physician who supervises a physician assistant providing 
33 medical care pursuant to this subsection shall not bE~ reguired 
34 to meet the reguirements of rules adopted pursuant to section 

35 148C.3, subsection 2, relating to supervision by physicians. 

-4-
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1 A physician providing physician assistant supervision pursuant 
2 to this subsection or a physician assistant, who voluntarily 

3 and gratuitously, and other than in the ordinary course of the 

4 physician assistant's employment or practice, responds to a 

5 need for medical care created by an emergency or a state or 

6 local disaster shall not be subject to criminal liability by 

7 reason of having issued or executed the orders for such care, 
8 and shall not be liable for civil damages for acts or 
9 omissions relating to the issuance or execution of the orders 

10 unless the acts or omissions constitute recklessness. 

11 Sec. 10. Section l48C.ll, Code 2003, is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 148C.ll PROHIBITION -- CRIME. 

14 A person not registered-aftd licensed as required by this 
15 chapter who practices as a physician assistant witheHt-hav~ftg 

16 ebtaifted-the-a~~re~riate-a~~reVa;-Hftder-this-eha~ter7 is 
17 guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 
18 Sec. 11. Section 496C.2, subsection 4, Code 2003, is 

19 amended to read as follows: 

20 4. "Profession" means the profession of certified public 

21 accountancy, architecture, chiropractic, dentistry, physical 
22 therapy, psychology, professional engineering, land surveying, 

23 landscape architecture, law, medicine and surgery, optometry, 
24 osteopathy, osteopathic medicine and surgery, accounting 
25 practitioner, podiatry, speech pathology, audiology, 
26 veterinary medicine, pharmacy, the practice of physician 

27 assisting, and the practice of nursing. 

28 Sec. 12. PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS -- RULES. The board shall 

29 adopt new rules pursuant to chapter l7A to administer chapter 

30 148C no later than January 1, 2004. The rules shall be 

31 designed to encourage the utilization of physician assistants 
32 in a manner that is consistent with the provision of quality 

33 health care and medical services for the citizens of Iowa 
34 through better utilization of available physicians and the 

35 development of sound programs for the education and training 
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1 of skilled physician assistants well qualified to assis~ 

2 physicians in providing health care and medical services. 

3 Sec. 13. Sections 148C.2, l48C.5A, 148C.6A, and 148C.7, 

4 Code 2003, are repealed. 
5 Sec. 14. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 
6 immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 
7 EXPLANATION 
8 This bill modifies licensure requirements for phlrsician 

9 assistants. 

10 The bill eliminates provisions relating to registration as 

11 a physician assistant, and also eliminates the physician 

12 assistant rules review group established in Code section 
13 l48C.7, which functions to review and either approve or 
14 disapprove proposed rules by the board of physician assistant 
15 examiners. The bill further eliminates provisions regarding 
16 the adoption of rules by December 31, 1988, relating to the 

17 eligibility of a physician to serve as a supervising 

18 physician, and regarding appeals to the board of medical 

19 examiners of decisions of the board of physician assistant 

20 examiners in a contested case involving discipline of a 
21 licensed physician assistant. 
22 The bill provides for changes to the definitions applicable 
23 to physician assistants pursuant to Code chapter l48C. The 

24 bill provides that an approved program for the education of 
25 physician assistants refers to a program accredited by the 

26 American medical association's committee on allied hE~alth 

27 education and accreditation, its successor, the commission on 

28 accreditation of allied health educational programs, its 
29 successor, the accreditation review commission on edt,cation 
30 for the physician assistant, or its successor, rather than 

31 pursuant to rules as currently defined. 

32 The bill provides that a physician practicing in a federal 

33 jurisdiction and supervising a physician assistant shall not 
34 be required to obtain licensure beyond licensure requirements 

35 mandated by the federal government for supervising physicians. 
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1 The bill provides for modifications regarding requirements 

2 for licensure as a physician assistant consistent with the 

3 revised definitions and elimination of registration as a 
4 physician assistant. 
5 The bill provides that a physician assistant licensed 
6 pursuant to Code chapter 148C or in any other state or federal 

7 jurisdiction who voluntarily and gratuitously, and other than 

8 in the ordinary course of the physician assistant's employment 

9 or practice, responds to a need for medical care created by an 
10 emergency or disaster may render such care that the physician 

11 assistant is able to provide without supervision or with such 
12 supervision as is available. The bill also provides that a 
13 physician who supervises a physician assistant providing such 
14 medical care shall not be required to meet rules relating to 

15 supervision by physicians, and that the physician or a 
16 physician assistant shall not be subject to criminal liability 

17 by reason of having issued or executed the orders for such 
18 care, and shall not be liable for civil damages for acts or 

19 omissions relating to the issuance or execution of the orders 

20 unless the acts or omissions constitute recklessness. 
21 The bill provides for the addition of the practice of 
22 licensed physician assistant to the list of professions which 
23 may form a professional corporation pursuant to Code chapter 

24 496C. 

25 The bill further requires that the board of physician 

26 assistant examiners adopt new rules relating to administration 

27 of Code chapter 148C on or before January 1, 2004. 
28 The bill takes effect upon enactment. 
29 

30 
31 

32 
33 

34 

35 
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HOUSE FILE 628 

AN ACT 
RELATING TO PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT LICENSURE, AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 147.74, subsection 16, Code 2003, is 
amended to read as follows: 

16. A physician assistant regiseered-or licensed under 
chapter l48C may use the words "physician assistant" after the 
person's name or signify the same by the use of the letters 
·P. A." after the person's name. 

Sec. 2. Section 147.80, subsection 5, Code 2003, is 
amended to read as follows: 

5. Application for a license to practice as a physician 
assistant, issuance of a license to practice as a physician 

assistant issued upon the basis of an examination given or 
approved by the board of physician assistant examiners, 
issuance of a license to practice as a physician assistant 
issued under a reciprocal agreement, renewal of a license to 
practice as a physician assistant, temporary license to 
practice as a physician assistantT-regiseraeion-o£-a-physieian 
assiseaneT-eemporary-regiseraeion-o£-a-physieian-assiseaneT 
reftewai-o£-a-regiseraeioft-o£-a-physie±an-ass±seane. 

Sec. 3. Section 147.107, subsection.5, Code 2003, ia 
amended to read as follows: 

• • 
Bouse File 628, p. 2 

5. Notwithstanding subsection 1 and any other provision of 

this section to the contrary, a physician may delegate the 

function of prescribing drugs, controlled substances, and 

medical devices to a physician assistant licensed pursuant to 
chapter l48C. When delegated prescribing occurs, the 
supervising physician's name shall be used, recorded, or 

otherwise indicated in connection with each individual 
prescription so that the individual who dispenses or 
administers the prescription knows under whose delegated 
authority the physician assistant is prescribing. Rules 
relating to the authority of physician assistants to prescribe 
drugs, controlled substances, and medical devices pursuant to 
this subsection shall be adopted by the board of physician 
assistant examiners, after consultation with the board of 
medical examiners and the board of pharmacy examiners7-as-soo" 
as-possibie-a£eer-~~iy-i7-i99iT--~he-r~ies-shaii-be-reviewed 

a"d-approyed-by-ehe-physieia"-assisea"e-r~ies-reyiew-gro~p 

ereaeed-~"der-s~bseeeio"-T-a"d-shaii-be-adepeed-i"-£i"ai-£orm 

by-~a"~ary-i7-i993. However, the rules shall prohibit the 
prescribing of schedule II controlled substances which are 
listed as stimulants or depressants pursuant to chapter 124. 
%£-r~ies-are-"ee-reYiewed-a"d-approved-by-ehe-physieia" 

assisea"e-r~ies-reyiew-gro~p-ereaeed-~"der-s~baeeeie"-T-a"d 

adopeed-i"-£i"ai-£erm-by-~a"~ary-i7-i9937-a-physieia" 

assisea"e-may-preseribe-dr~gs-as-a-deiegaeed-aee-o£-a 

a~peryis±"g-physieia"-~"der-r~ies-adepeed-by-ehe-board-0£ 

physieia"-assisea"e-exami"ers-a"d-s~bjeee-eo-ehe-r~ies-review 

proeess-eseabiished-i"-seeeio"-i48e~T~--~he-board-o£-physieian 

ass±sea"e-examiners-shaii-be-ehe-o"iy-beard-eo-reg~iaee-ehe 

praeeiee-o£-physieiaft-assisea"es-reiaei"~-ee-~r~~e~ihi"~-a"d 

s~ppiyi"g-preseripeioft-dr~gsT-eO"troiied-s~bsea"ees-an4 

medieai-deyieeS7-ftOewiehsea"ding-seeeio"-i48e~6A~ 

Sec. 4. Section 148.13, subsection 1, Code 2003, is 
amended to read as follows: 

H.F.628 
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1. The board of medical examiners shall adopt rules 
setting forth in detail its criteria and procedures for 
determining the ineligibility of a physician to serve as a 
supervising physician under chapter l48C. The rules shall be 
aee~eed-as-see"-as-~essib%e-a~eer-ehe-e~~eeeive-daee-e~-ehis 

Aee-a"d-i"-"e-eve"e-laeer-eha"-Beeember-3!T-1988 provide that 
a physician may serve as a supervising physician under chapter 
l48C until such time as the board determines, following normal 
disciplinary procedures, that the physician is ineligible to 
serve in that capacity. 

Sec. 5. Section 148.13, subsection 4, Code 2003, is 
amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: 

4. The board of medical examiners shall adopt rules 
requiring a physician serving as a supervising physician to 
notify the board of the identity of a physician assistant the 
physician is supervising, and of any change in the status of 
the supervisory relationship. 

Sec. 6. Section 148C.l, subsection 1, Code 2003, is 

amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: 

1. "Approved program" means a program for the education of 
physician assistants which has been accredited by the American 
medical association's committee on allied health education and 
accreditation, by its successor, the commission on 
accreditation of allied health educational programs, or by its 
successor, the accreditation review commission on education 
for the physician assistant, or its successor. 

Sec. 7. Section 148C.l, subsection 5, Code 2003, is 
amended to read as follows: 

5. "Physician" means a person who is currently licensed in 
Iowa to practice medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine 
and surgery, or osteopathy. Notwithstanding this subsection, 
a physician supervising a physician assistant practicing in a 
federal facility or under federal authority shall not be 

• • 
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required to obtain licensure beyond licensure requirements 
mandated by the federal government for supervising physicians. 

Sec. 8. Section l48C.l, subsection 7, Code 2003, is 
amended by striking the subsection. 

Sec. 9. Section l48C.3, Code 2003, is amended by striking 
the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

148C.3 LICENSURE. 
1. The board shall adopt rules to govern the licensure of 

physician assistants. An applicant for licensure shall submit 
the fee prescribed by the board and shall meet the 
requirements established by the board with respect to each of 
the following: 

a. Academic qualifications, including evidence of 
graduation from an approved program. A physician assistant 
who is not a graduate of an approved program, but who passed 
the national commission on certification of physician 
assistants' physician assistant national certifying 
examination prior to 1986, is exempt from this graduation 
requirement. 

b. Evidence of passing the national commission on the 
certification of physician assistants' physician assistant 
national certifying examination or an equivalent examination 
approved by the board. 

c. Hours of continuing medical education necessary to 
become or remain licensed. 

2. Rules shall be adopted by the board pursuant to this 
chapter requiring a licensed physician assistant to be 
supervised by physicians. The rules shall provide that not 
more than two physician assistants shall be supervised by a 
physician at one time. The rules shall also provide that a 
physician assistant shall notify the board of the identity of 
their supervising physician, and of any change in the status 
of the supervisory relationship. 

3. A licensed physician assistant shall perform only those 
services for which the licensed physician assistant is 
qualified by training or not prohibited by the board • 

• 
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4. The board may issue a temporary license under special 
circumstances and upon conditions prescribed by the board. A 
temporary license shall not be valid for more than one year 

and shall not be renewed more than once. 
5. The board may issue an inactive license under 

conditions prescribed by rules adopted by the board. 
6. The board shall adopt rules pursuant to this section 

after consultation with the board of medical examiners. 
Sec. 10. Section l48C.4, Code 2003, is amended to read as 

follOWS: 
148C.4 SERVICES PERFORMED BY PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS. 
~ A physiCian assistant may perform medical services when 

the services are rendered under the supervision of ~he ! 

physician or-physieians-speei£~ee-~"-ehe-phys~eia"-ass~s~aft~ 
%ieense-app~eyee-by-~he-boare. A ~rainee physician assistant 
student may perform medical services when the services are 
rendered within the scope of an approved program. For the 
purposes of this section, "medical services when the services 

are rendered under the supervision of ~he-physieia"-e~ 
physieia"s-speei£iee-i"-~he-phYBieian-assis~a"~-%ieense 

app~eyee-by-~he-beare~ a physician" includes making a 
pronouncement of death for a patient whose death is 

anticipated if the death occurs in a licensed hospital, a 

licensed health care facility, a Medicare-certified home 
health agency, or a Medicare-certified hospice program or 
facility, with notice of the death to a physician and in 
accordance with the directions of a physician. 

2. Notwithstanding subsection 1, a physician assistant 
licensed pursuant to this chapter or authorized to practice in 
any other state or federal jurisdiction who voluntarily and 

• 

arat:lJitnl.~~'Yi ;and ether thi:in in the Ui.:d.iUdCY course of the -" physician assistant's employment or practice, responds to a 

need for medical care created by an emergency or a state or 
local disaster may render such care that the physician 
assistant is able to provide without supervision as described 
in this section or with such supervision as is available. 

• 
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A physician who supervises a physician assistant providing 
medical care pursuant to this subsection shall not be required 
to meet the requirements of rules adopted pursuant to section 
148C.3, sUbsection 2, relating to supervision by physicians. 
A physician providing physician assistant supervision pursuant 
to this subsection or a physician assistant, who voluntarily 
and gratuitously, and other than in the ordinary course of the 
physician assistant's employment or practice, responds to a 
need for medical care created by an emergency or a state or 
local disaster shall not be subject to criminal liability by 
reason of having issued or executed the orders for such care, 
and shall not be liable for civil damages for acts or 
omissions relating to the issuance or execution of the orders 
unless the acts or omissions constitute recklessness. 

Sec. 11. Section 148C.ll, Code 2003, is amended to read as 
follows: 

l48C.ll PROHIBITION -- CRIME. 
A person not ~egis~eree-ane licensed as required by this 

chapter who practices as a physician assistant wi~ho~~-hay~ft' 
ebea~nee-~he-app~epr~a~e-appreya%-~neer-~h~s-ehap~erT is 
guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 

Sec. 12. PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS -- RULES. The board shall 

adopt new rules pursuant to chapter 17A to administer chapter 
148C, after consultation with the board of medical examiners, 
no later than January 1, 2004. The rules shall be designed to 
encourage the utilization of physician assistants in a manner 
that is consistent with the provision of quality health care 
and medical services for the citizens of Iowa through better 
utilization of available physicians and the development of 
sound programs for the education and training of skilled 
physician assistants well qualified to assist physicians in 
providing health care and medical services. 

Sec. 13. Sections 148C.2, 148C.5A, l48C.6A, and l48C.7, 
Code 2003, are repealed. 

H.F.628 
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Sec. 14. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 

immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 

CHRISTOPHER C. RANTS 

Speaker of the House 

MARY E. KRAMER 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 
is known as House File 628, Eightieth General Assembly. 

MARGARET THOMSON 

Approved 

Chief Clerk of the House 
_______________ , 2003 

THOMAS J. VILSACK 

Governor 
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