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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the fee and use of fee for a certificate of 

2 birth. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

HOUSE FILE 541 
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1 Amend House File 541 as follows: 
2 
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.4 
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15 

1. Page 1, by striking lines 4 through 9 and 
inserting the following: 

"~ The state registrar shall charge the parent d 

~ twenty dollar fee for the registration of a 
certificate of birth. and a". 

2. By striking page 1, line 34, through page) 
line 10 and inserting the following: 

"a. It is the intent of the general assembly that 
of the funds generated from the registration fees ten 
dollars of each fee be appropriated and used for 
primary and secondary child abuse prevention programs 
and ten dollars of each fee be appropriated and used 
for the birth defects institute central registry 
established pursuant to section 136A.6." 

By MURPHY of Dubuque 
H-1110 FILED MARCH 19, 2003 

TLSB 1818HV 80 

pf/sh/8 



S.F. __ H.F. 54-\ 

1 Section 1. Section 144.13A, Code 2003, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 144.13A FEES -- USE OF FUNDS. 

4 1. The state registrar shall charge the parent a ~eft 

5 do~~sr fee for the registration of a certificate of birth sftd 

6 s as follows: 

7 a. Beginning July 1, 2003, and ending June 30, 2005, a fee 

8 of fifteen dollars. 

9 b. Beginning July 1, 2005, a fee of twenty dollars. 

10 2. The state registrar shall charge the parent a separate 

11 fee established under section 144.46 for a certified copy of 

12 the certificate. The certified copy shall be mailed to the 

13 parent by the state registrar. 

14 3. If the person responsible for the filing of the 

15 certificate of birth under section 144.13 is not the parent, 

16 the person is entitled to collect the fee from the parent. 

17 The fee shall be remitted to the state registrar. If the 

18 expenses of the birth are reimbursed under the medical 

19 assistance program established by chapter 249A, or paid for 

20 under the statewide indigent patient care program established 

21 by chapter 255, or paid for under the obstetrical and newborn 

22 indigent patient care program established by chapter 255A, or 

23 if the parent is indigent and unable to pay the expenses ot 

24 the birth and no other means of payment is available to the 

25 parent, the registration fee and certified copy fee are 

26 waived. If the person responsible for the filing of the 

27 certificate is not the parent, the person is discharged from 

28 the duty to collect and remit the fee under this section if 

29 the person has made a good faith effort to collect the fee 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

from the parent. 

4. The fees collected 

remitted to the treasurer 

fund of the state. 

by 

of 

the state 

state for 

registrar shall be 

deposit in the general 

a. It is the intent of the general assembly that the funds 

35 generated from the registration fees be appropriated and used 
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1 as follows: 

2 (1) Beginning July 1, 2003, and ending June 30, 2005, ten 

3 dollars of each fee for primary and secondary child abuse 

4 prevention programs, and five dollars of each fee for the 

5 birth defects institute central registry established pursuant 

6 to section 136A.6. 

7 (2) Beginning July 1, 2005, ten dollars of each fee for 

8 primary and secondary child abuse prevention programs, and ten 

9 dollars of each fee for the birth defects institute central 

10 registry established pursuant to section 136A.6. 

11 b. It is the intent of the general assembly that the funds 

12 generated from the fees as established under section 144.46 

13 for the mailing of the certified copy of the birth certificate 

14 be appropriated and used to support the distribution of the 

15 automatic birth certificate and the implementation of the 

16 electronic birth certificate system • 

17 EXPLANATION 

18 This bill increases the fee for the registration of a birth 

19 certificate to $15 beginning July 1, 2003, and ending June 30, 

20 2005, and to $20 beginning July 1, 2005, in order to provide 

21 funding for the birth defects institute central registry. 

22 Currently, the fee for registration of a birth certificate is 

23 $10 and the funds generated from collection of the fees are 

24 used for primary and secondary child abuse prevention 

25 programs. Under the bill, during the period from July 1, 

26 2003, until June 30, 2005, of the $15 fee, $10 would still be 

27 used to fund primary and secondary child abuse prevention 

28 programs and the increase of $5 would be used to fund the 

29 birth defects institute central registry. Under the bill, 

30 beginning July 1, 2005, of the $20 fee, $10 would still be 

31 used to fund primary and secondary child abuse prevention 

32 programs and the increase of $10 would be used to fund the 

33 birth defects institute central registry • 
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HF 541 - Birth Defects Registry (LSB 1818 HH) 
Analyst: Lisa Burl< (Phone: (515) 281-7942) (lisa.burk@legis.state.ia.us) 
Fiscal Note Version - New 

Description 

House File 541 increases the registration fee for a birth certificate from $10.00 to $15.00 for 
FY ~004 and FY 2005. Ten dollars of each fee will continue to fund primary and secondary 
child abuse prevention programs, and $5.00 will provide funding for the Birth DefeGts Institute 
Central Registry. 

Effective July 1,2005, HF 541 increases the registration fee for a birth certificate fmm $15.00 to 
$20.00. Ten dollars will continue to fund the primary and secondary child abuse prevention 
programs, and $10.00 will fund the Birth Defects Institute Central Registry. 

Assumptions 

1. Fees will be collected for an estimated 24,000 births each year. 
2. All payers not subject to a waiver will pay the increased fee. 
3. Revenue from the collection of fees will total an estimated $360,000 (24,000 x $15.00) in 

both FY 2004 and FY 2005,and an estimated $480,000 (24,000 x $20.00) in FY 2006. 
4. Of the revenue collected in both FY 2004 and FY 2005, an estimated $240,000 (24,000 x 

$10.00) will be used for primary and secondary child abuse prevention programs ani':: an 
estimated $120,000 (24,000 x $5.00) will be used for the Birth Defects Institute Central 
Registry. 

5. Of the revenue collected in FY 2006, an estimated $240,000 (24,000 x $10.00) will be used 
for primary and secondary child abuse prevention programs and an estimated $240,000 
(24,000 x $10.00) will be used for the Birth Defects Institute Central Registry. 

• 

6. The Department of Public Health will absorb all costs associated with administe~lng the fee • 
collection process, revising materials, and training personnel, as none of the fees are 
allocated for administrative costs. 

7. There are no current or antiCipated future costs to the Birth Defects Institute associated with 
the issuance of birth certificates. 

Fiscal Impact 

House File 541 is expected to have the following impact on revenues generated by the birth 
registration fees collected: 

Birth Registration Fees 

FY2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 

CUrrent Proposed Current Proposed Current Proposed 
Law Law Difference law Law Difference Law Law Difference 

Aevenue 
Fees $ 240,000 $ 360,000 $ 120,000 $ 240,000 $ 360,000 $ 120,000 $ 240,000 $ 460,000 $ 241:',000 

=--
Distribution 
Child Abuse 

Prevention $ 240,000 $ 240,000 $ 0 $ 240,000 $ 240,000 $ 0 $ 240,000 $ 240,000 $ 0 

Birth Defects 
Institute 0 120,000 120,000 0 120,000 120,000 0 240,000 -~ 

Total $ 240,000 $ 360,000 $ 120,000 $ 240,000 $ 360,000 $ 120,000 $ 240,000 $ 480,000 $ 240,000 

House File 541 is expected to have a minimal fiscal impact for the Department of Public Health. 

Source 

Department of Public Health 

La?~ 
March 17, 2003 
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HF 541. - Birth Defects Registry (LSB 1818 HV.1) 
Analyst: Lisa Burk (Phone: (515) 281-7942) (lisa.burk@legis.state.ia.us) 
Fiscal Note Version - Revised 

Description 

House File 541 increases the registration fee for a birth certificate from $10.00 to $15.00 
for 
FY 2004 and FY 2005. Ten dollars of each fee will continue to fund primary and 
secondary child abuse prevention programs, and $5.00 will provide funding for the Birth 
Defects Institute Central Registry. 

Effective July 1, 2005, HF 541 increases the registration fee for a birth certificate from 
$15.00 to $20.00. Ten dollars will continue to fund the primary and secondary child 
abuse prevention programs, and $10.00 will fund the Birth Defects Institute Central 
Registry. 

Assumptions 

1. Feeswill be collected for an estimated 24,000 births each year. 
2. All payers not subject to a waiver will pay the increased fee. 
3. Revenue from the collection of fees will total an estimated $360,000 (24,000 x 

$15.00) in both FY 2004 and FY 2005, and an estimated $480,000 (24,000 x 
$20.00) in FY 2006. 

4. Of the revenue collected in both FY 2004 and FY 2005, an estimated $240,000 
(24,000 x $10.00) will be used for primary and secondary child abuse prevention 
programs and an estimated $120,000 (24,000 x $5.00) will be used for the Birth 
Defects Institute Central Registry. 

5. Of the revenue collected in FY 2006, an estimated $240,000 (24,000 x $10.00) will 
be used for primary and secondary child abuse prevention programs and an 
estimated $240,000 (24,000 x $10.00) will be used for the Birth Defects Institute 
Central Registry. 

6. The Department of Public Health will absorb all costs associated with administering 
the fee collection process, revising materials, and training personnel, as none of the 
fees are allocated for administrative costs. 

7. There are no current or anticipated future costs to the Birth Defects Institute 
associated with the issuance of birth certificates. 

Fiscal Impact 

House File 541 is expected to have the following impact on revenues generated by the 
birth registration fees collected: 

Birth R!!1!istration Fees 

FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 

Current Proposed Current Proposed Current Proposed 

Law Law Difference Law Law Difference Law Law Difference 

Revenue 

Fees $ 240,000 $ 360,000 $ 120,000 $ 240,000 $ 360,000 $ 120,000 $ 240,000 $ 480,000 $ 240,000 

Distrtbution 

Child Abuse 

Prevention $ 240,000 $ 240,000 $ 0 $ 240,000 $ 240,000 $ a $ 240,000 $ 240,000 $ 0 

Birth Defects 

Institute 0 120,000 120,000 0 120,000 120,000 0 240,000 240,000 

Total $ 240,000 $ 360,000 $ 120,000 $ 240,000 $ 360,000 $ 120,000 $ 240,000 $ 480,000 $ 240,000 



House File 541 is expected to have a minimal fiscal impact for the Department of Public 
Health. 

Source 

Department of Public Health 

lsI Dennis C Prouty 

March 19, 2003 

nvu..,:ct I!~LlOICIi <J"~ 

8-1297 \-\c~~e..- f',:.\.L S<-\--\ 
1 Amend House File 541 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by striking lines 4 through 9, and 
3 inserting the following: 
4 "~The state registrar shall charge the parent a 
5 ten dollar fee one of the following fees for the 
6 registration of a certificate of birth and a as 
7 elected by the parent: 
8 a. A registration fee of ten dollars. 
9 b. A registration fee of ten dollars and an 

10 additional monitoring fee of ten dollars. 
11 1A. If the parent elects to pay the additional 
12 monitoring fee of ten dollars pursuant to subsection 
13 1, paragraph "b", the birth defects institute central 
14 registry established pursuant to section 136A.6 shall 
15 provide birth defects monitoring of the child until 
16 the child reaches one year of age." 
17 2. Page 2, by striking lines 2 through 10, and 
18 inserting the following: 
19 "(1) The ten dollar registration fee for primary 
20 and secondary child abuse prevention programs. 
21 (2) The additional ten dollar monitoring fee, if 
22 elected to be paid by the parent, for the birth 
23 defects institute central registry established 
24 pursuant to section 136A.6." 

H-1297 . FILED APRIL 9, 2003 
~'--~ ~ ,,"- iJ..SV'" v.../\ o{ o~ 

By HORBACH of Tama 



HOUSE FILE 541 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE FEE AND USE OF FEE FOR A CERTIFICATE OF BIRTH. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section l44.l3A, Code 2003, is amended to read 

as follows: 

144.13A FEES -- USE OF FUNDS. 

1. The state registrar shall charge the parent a ~eft 

coiiar fee for the registration of a certificate of birth aftc 

8 as follows: 

a. Beginning July 1, 2003, and ending June 30, 2005, a fee 

of fifteen dollars. 

b. Beginning July 1, 2005, a fee of twenty dollars. 

2. The state registrar shall charge the parent a separate 

fee established under section 144.46 for a certified copy of 

the certificate. The certified copy shall be mailed to the 

parent by the state registrar. 
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3. If the person responsible for the filing of the 

certificate of birth under section 144.13 is not the parent, 

the person is entitled to collect the fee from the parent. 

The fee shall be remitted to the state registrar. If the 

expenses of the birth are reimbursed under the medical 
assistance program established by chapter 249A, or paid for 

under the statewide indigent patient care program established 
by chapter 255, or paid for under the obstetrical and newborn 

indigent patient care program established by chapter 255A, or 
if the parent is indigent and unable to pay the expenses of 

the birth and no other means of payment is available to the 

parent, the registration fee and certified copy fee are 
waived. If the person responsible for the filing of the 
certificate is not the parent, the person is discharged from 
the duty to collect and remit the fee under this section if 
the person has made a good faith effort to collect the fee 

from the parent. 
4. The fees collected by the state registrar shall be 

remitted to the treasurer of state for deposit in the general 

fund of the state. 
a. It is the intent of the general assembly that the funds 

generated from the registration fees be appropriated and used 

as follows: 
(1) Beginning July 1, 2003, and ending June 30, 2005, ten 

dollars of each fee for primary and secondary child abuse 

prevention programs, and five dollars of each fee for the 

birth defects institute central registry established pursuant 

to section l36A.6. 

(2) Beginning July 1, 2005, ten dollars of each fee for 

primary and secondary child abuse prevention programs, and ten 

dollars of each fee for the birth defects institute central 

registry established pursuant to section l36A.6. 

b. It is the intent of the general assembly that the funds 

generated from the fees as established under section 144.46 

for the mailing of the certified copy of the birth certificate 
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be appropriated and used to support the distribution of the 

automatic birth certificate and the implementation of the 
electronic birth certificate system. 

CHRISTOPHER C. RANTS 
Speaker of the House 

MARY E. KRAMER 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 
is known as House File 541, Eightieth General Assembly. 

Approved _______________ , 2003 

THOMAS J. VILSACK 
Governor 

MARGARET THOMSON 

Chief Clerk of the House 


