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Act relating to the keeping of farm deer. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. ~.s I~-

Section 1. Section 170.4, Code Supplement 2003, is amended 

to read as follows: 

170.4 REQUIREMENTS FOR KEEPING WHITETAIL -- FENCE 

CERTIFICATION. 

A landowner 

the whitetail 

enclosed by a 

maintained as 

shall not keep whitetail as farm deer, unless 
is kept on land of any number of acres which is 

fence. The fence must be constructed and 

prescribed by rules adopted by the department. 

9 A landowner shall not keep the whitetail unless the fence is 

10 certified in a manner and according to procedures required by 

11 the department. The fence shall be constructed and maintained 

12 to ensure that whitetail are kept in the enclosure and that 

13 other deer are excluded from the enclosure. A fence that is 

14 constructed on or after May 23, 2003, shall be at least eight 

15 feet in height above ground level. The department of 

16 agriculture and land stewardship may require that the fence is 

17 inspected and approved prior to certification. The department 

18 of natural resources may periodically inspect the fence 

19 according to appointment with the enclosure's landowner. 

20 EXPLANATION 

21 During the 2003 legislative session the General Assembly 

22 passed House File 624 (2003 Acts, chapter 149) regulating farm 

23 deer, including whitetail deer. The bill effectively 

24 transferred regulatory authority from the department of 

25 natural resources under Code chapter 484 (which supervises 

26 hunting preserves) to the department of agriculture and land 

27 stewardship under new Code chapter 170. That Code chapter 

28 does not currently establish minimum acreage restrictions. 

29 The department's administrative rules provide that an 

30 enclosure must include at least 320 contiguous acres. This 

31 bill expressly provides that there is no minimum acreage 

32 requirement. 
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SENATE CLIP SHEET MARCH 30, 2004 

HOUSE FILE 2515 
S-5165 

1 Amend House File 2515, as passed by the House, as 
2 
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follows: 
1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the 

following: 
"Section 1. Section 170.3, subsection 1, Code 

Supplement 2003, is amended to read as follows: 
1. Farm deer are livestock as provided in this 

title and are principally subject to regulation by the 
department of agriculture and land stewardship, and 
also the department of natural resources as 
specifically provided in this chapter. The 
regulations adopted by the department of agriculture 
and land stewardship may include but are not limited 
to providing for the importation, transportation, and 
disease control of farm deer. The department of 
agriculture and land stewardship and the department of 
natural resources shall not require that the landow0er 
be issued a license or permit for keeping farm deer 
aT. The department of natural resources shall not 
require that the landowner be issued a certificate for 
the construction of a fence for keeping farm deer." 

2. Page 1, line 5, by inserting before the words 
"A landowner" the following: "1." 

3. Page 1, by inserting after line 19 the 
following: 

"2. Any person may take farm deer which are kept 
within a certified fence, subject to consent of the 
landowner. The department of agriculture and land 
stewardship shall not regulate the taking of farm deer 
unless regulation is to prevent the outbreak of a 
transmissible disease including but not limited to 
chronic wasting disease." 

4. By renumbering as necessary. 
By EUGENE S. FRAISE 

JEFF ANGELO 

S-5165 FILED MARCH 29, 2004 

Page 16 



HOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 2, 2004 

SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
HOUSE FILE 2515 

H-8359 
1 Amend House File 2515, as passed by the House, as 
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follows: 
1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the 

following: 
"Section 1. Section 170.3, subsection 1, Code 

Supplement 2003, is amended to read as follows: 
1. Farm deer are livestock as provided in this 

title and are principally subject to regulation by the 
department of agriculture and land stewardship, and 
also the department of natural resources as 
specifically provided in this chapter. The 
regulations adopted by the department of agriculture 
and land stewardship may include but are not limited 
to providing for the importation, transportation, and 
disease control of farm deer. The department of 
agriculture and land stewardship and the department of 
natural resources shall not require that the landowner 
be issued a license or permit for keeping farm deer 
ef. The department of natural resources shall not 
require that the landowner be issued a certificate for 
the construction of a fence for keeping farm deer." 

2. Page 1, line 5, by inserting before the words 
"A landowner" the following: "1." 

3. Page 1, by inserting after line 19 the 
following: 

"2. Any person may take farm deer which are kept 
within a certified fence, subject to consent of the 
landowner. The department of agriculture and land 
stewardship shall not regulate the taking of farm deer 
unless regulation is to prevent the outbreak of a 
transmissible disease including but not limited to 
chronic wasting disease." 

4. By renumbering as necessary. 
RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 

H-8359 FILED APRIL 1, 2004 

Page 6 



The Honorable Chester Culver 
Secretary of State 
State Capitol Building 
LOCAL 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I hereby transmit: 

May 14,2004 

House File 2515, an Act relating to the keeping of fann deer. 

This bill has the potential to create a domestic livestock disaster if transmissible diseases are 
introduced to our wild deer herd or domestic animals. This could lead to serious financial costs both for 
those pursuing new agricultural and recreational opportunities and the state agencies responsible for 
curtailing the diseases. Surrounding states have experienced Chronic Wasting Disease linked to the 
movement of captive fann elk and its impact. Wisconsin has spent over $17 million trying to eradicate 
Chronic Wasting Disease, and Michigan has spent over $47 million for the same. Both states have failed to 
rid their state of the disease. 

This bill is an attempt to deregulate an industry that is only as good as its worst member. If 
unregulated sick animals were released to the wild in Iowa, it would have a disastrous affect on the S88 
million deer hunting industry. The state must have knowledge of and regulatory authority over businesses 
that have the potential to introduce transmissible diseases to our wildlife and domestic animals. 

However, I understand that there is an important role in the agricultural and recreational sectors of 
the economy for deer farms and hunting preserves. I want to continue to foster economic diversity and 
opportunity and am therefore willing to explore sensible and reasonable standards that will keep our wild 
and domestic animals disease-free without creating barriers to new economic and recreational 
opportunities. I conunit to working with legislators to strike this appropriate balance for the benefit of our 
state. 

For the above reasons, I hereby respectfully disapprove House File 2515. 

Cc: Secretary of the Senate 
Chief Clerk of the House 

Sincerely, 

Thomas 1. Vilsack 
Governor 
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AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE KEEPING OF FARM DEER. 

HOUSE FILE 2515 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IONA: 

Section 1. Section 170.3, subsection 1, Code Supplement 
2003, is amended to read as follows: 

1. Farm deer are livestock as provided in this title and 
are principally subject to regulation by the department of 
agriculture and land stewardship, and also the department of 
natural resources as specifically provided in this chapter. 
The regulations adopted by the department of agriculture and 
land stewardship may include but are not limited to providing 
for the importation, transportation, and disease control of 
farm deer. The department of agriCUlture and land stewardship 
and the department of natural resources'shall not require that 
the landowner be issued a license or-permit for keeping farm 
deer or. The department of natural resources shall not 
require that the landowner be issued a certificate for the 
construction of a fence for keeping farm deer. 

Sec. 2. Section 170.4, Code Supplement 2003, is amended to 
read as follows: 

170.4 REQUIREMENTS FOR KEEPING WHITETAIL --- FENCE 
CERTIFICATION. 
~ A landowner shall not keep whitetail as farm deer, 

unless the whitetail is kept on land of any number of acres 
which is enclosed by a fence. The fence must be constructed 
and maintained as prescribed by rules adopted by the 
department. A landowner shall not keep the whitetail unless 
the fence is certified in a manner and according to procedures 
required by the department. The fence shall be constructed 
and maintained to ensure that whitetail are kept in the 
enclosure and that other deer are excluded from the enclosure. 

• • 
House File 2515, p. 2 

A fence that is constructed on or after May 23, 2003, shall be 
at least eight feet in height above ground level. The 
department of agriculture and land stewardship may require 
that the fence is inspected and approved prior to 
certification. The department of natural resources may 
periodically inspect the fence according to appointment with 
the enclosure's landowner. 

2. Any person may take farm deer which are kept within a 
certified fence, subject to consent of the landowner. The 
department of agriculture and land stewardship shall not 
regulate the taking of farm deer unless regulation is to 
prevent the outbreak of a transmissible disease including but 
not limited to chronic wasting disease. 

CHRISTOPHER C. RANTS 
Speaker of the House 

JEFFREY M. LAMBERTI 
President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 
is known as Bouse Pile 2515, Eightieth General Assembly. 

Approved , 2004 

THOMAS J. VILSACK 
Governor 

MARGARET THOMSON 
Chief Clerk of the House 

H.F.2515 


