
.' 

• 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

• 8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

• 25 

JAN 21 2004 

TRANSPORTATION 

Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes ___ Nays 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 

HOUSE FILE :lOS'Co 
BY RASMUSSEN 

Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes ___ Nays 

An Act relating to the statewide welcome center program. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. R.F. ~QSCo 

1 Section 1. Section 15.271, subsection 1, paragraph e, Code 

2 2003, is amended to read as follows: 

3 e. A program shall be established to plan, acquire, 

4 develop, promote, operate, and maintain a variety of welcome 

5 centers at strategic locations to meet the needs of travelers 

6 in the state. ~~e-progr8m-±~-±ft~eftaea-~o-be-8eeompi±~~ea-by 

7 i99z. 

8 Sec. 2. Section 15.272, Code 2003, is amended to read as 

9 follows: 

10 15.272 STATEWIDE WELCOME CENTER PROGRAM -- OBJECTIVES AND 

11 AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES ---p~be~-PReaBe~S. 

12 1. The state agencies, as indicated in this section, shall 

13 undertake certain specific functions to implement the goals of 

14 a statewide program7-±ftei~a±ftg-~~e-p±io~-pro;ee~~7 for welcome 

15 centers. 

16 %. 2. The department and the state department of 

• 

17 transportation shall jointly establish a statewide long-range • 

18 plan for developing and operating welcome centers throughout 

19 the state. ~~e-pi8ft-~~8i%-be-~~bm±~~ea-~o-~~e-gefter8% 

20 8~~embiy-by-a8ft~8ry-%57-%988. By January 1, 2005, the 

21 existing long-range plan shall be reviewed and amended by the 

22 departments. The departments shall review and amend the plan 

23 as needed thereafter. The plan and any amended plan shall 

24 address, but not be limited to, the following: 

25 a. Integrating state, regional, and local tourism and 

26 recreation marketing and promotion plans. 

27 b. Recommending a wide range of centers, including state-

28 developed and state-operated to privately managed facilities. 

29 c. Establishing design, service, and maintenance quality 

30 standards which all welcome centers will maintain. Included 

31 in the standards shall be a provision requiring that space or 

32 facilities be available for purposes of displaying and 

33 offering for sale Iowa-made products, crafts, and arts. The 

34 space or facilities may be operated by the department or • 

35 leased to and operated by other persons. 
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1 d. Making projections of increased tourist spending, 

2 indirect economic benefits, and direct revenue production 

3 which are estimated to occur as a result of implementing a 

4 statewide welcome center program. 

5 e. Projecting estimated acquisition, construction, 

6 exhibit, staffing, and maintenance costs. 

7 f. Integrating electronic data telecommunications systems. 

8 g. Identifying sites for maintaining existing centers as 

9 well as locations for new centers. In the amended long-range 

10 plan due by January 1, 2005, the departments shall increase 

11 the number of welcome centers to be developed and operated in 

12 the state and shall identify locations for the new welcome 

13 centers. 

14 3. The deparemenes department and the state department of 
15 transportation may enter into contracts for the preparation of 

16 the long-range plan and subsequent amended plans. The 

17 departments shall involve the department of natural resources 

18 and the department of cultural affairs in the preparation of 

19 the plan and subsequent amended plans. The recommendations 

21 

22 

23 
24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

20 and comments of organizations representing hospitality and 

tourism services, including but not limited to, the regional 
tourism councils, convention and visitors bureaus, and the 

Iowa travel council, and others with interests in this program 

will be considered for incorporation in the plan and 

subsequent amended plans. pr~or-eo-sttbm~ss~on-o£-ehe-~~an-eo 

ehe-genera~-assemb~Y7-efte The plan and subsequent amended 

plans shall be submitted to the regional tourism councils, the 

convention and visitors bureaus, and the Iowa travel council 

for their comments and criticisms wft~eft-sha~~-be-sttbm~eeed-by 

ehe-deparemene-a~eng-w~eh-ehe-p~an-eo-ehe-genera~-assemb~y. 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

%. 4. The responsibilities of the department of economic 

development include the following: 

a. Seeing to the acquisition of property and the 

construction of all new welcome centers ~ne~ttd~ng-ehe-~~~oe 

~re;eees-se~eeeed-by-ehe-de~aremene-~ttrsttane-ee-~aragra~ft-AeA. 
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1 In carrying out this responsibility the department may, but is 

2 not limited to, the following: 

3 (1) Arrange for the state department of transportation to 

4 acquire title to land and buildings for use as and undertake 

5 construction of state-owned welcome centers. In acquiring 

6 property and constructing the welcome centers, ±fte~Hd±ft9-aftY 

7 ~±~o~-~ro;ee~s7 the state department of transportation may use 

8 any funds available to it, including but not limited to, the 

9 RISE fund, matching funds from local units of government or 

10 organizations, the primary road fund, federal grants, and 

11 moneys specifically appropriated for these purposes. 

12 (2) Contract with other state agencies, local units of 

13 government, or private groups, organizations, or entities for 

14 the use of land, buildings, or facilities as state welcome 

15 centers or in connection with state welcome centers, whether 

16 or not the property is actually owned by the state. If the 

17 local match required for ~±~o~-~ro;ee~s-or-wn±en-may-be 

18 req~±red-£or-o~her welcome centers is met by providing land, 

19 buildings, or facilities, the entity providing the local match 

20 shall enter into an agreement with the department of economic 

21 development to either transfer title of the property to the 

22 state or to dedicate the use of the property under the 

23 conditions and period of time set by the department. 
24 b. providing for the operations, management, and 

25 maintenance of the state-owned and state-operated welcome 

26 centers, including the collection and distribution of tourism 

27 literature, telecommunication services, and other travel-

28 related services, and the display and offering for sale of 

29 Iowa-made products, crafts, and arts. 

30 c. providing, at the discretion of the department, 

31 financial assistance in the form of loans and grants to 

32 privately operated information centers to the extent the 

l 

• 

• 

33 centers are consistent with the long-range plan and subseguent 

34 amended plans. • 
35 d. Developing a common theme or graphic logo which will be 
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1 identified with all welcome centers which meet the standards 

2 of operations established for those centers. 

3 e.--Se%ee~±ng-~he-~±~e~-£or-~he-~±%o~-~ro;ee~~.--~n 

4 ~e%ee~±ng-~he-~±%o~-~ro;ee~-~±~e~,-~he-£o%%ow±ng-a~~%y~ 

5 t%t--Bp-~o-~hree-~±~e~-may-be-%oea~ea-±n-pro~±m±~y-~o-~he 

6 ±n~er~~a~e~-ana-Hp-~o-~hree-~±~e~-may-be-%oea~ea-±n-pro~±m±~y 

7 ~o-~he-o~her-~r±mary-roaa~.--~he-aepar~men~-~ha%%-~e%ee~-a~ 

8 %ea~~-one-~±~e-wh±eh-±5-±n-~ro~±m±~y-~o-a-~r±mary-roea-wh±eh 

9 ±~-fto~-eft-±n~er~~e~e. 
10 t%t--propo~e%~-£or-~he-~±~e~-mH~~-be-~Hbm±~~ea-~r±or-~0 

11 gep~ember-%,-%98~-ena-~ha%%-eon~e±n-e-eomm±~men~-o£-e~-%ee~~-e 

12 ofte-ao%%er-per-ao%%er-ma~eh-o£-~~e~e-£±nene±a%-a~~±s~anee. 

13 ~he-%oee%-me~eh-may-be-±ft-~erm~-o£-%ana,-bH±%a±ng~,-or-o~her 

14 nonea~h-±~ems-wh±eh-are-aeeep~ab%e-by-~he-ae~ar~men~. 

15 t3t--Pr±er±~y-5ha%%-be-g±~en-~o-~ro~osa%s-~ha~-ha~e-~he 

16 be~~-%oea%-ma~eh,-~ha~-ere-~o-be-%oea~ea-where-~here-±s-a-~ery 

17 h±gh-nttmber-o£-~ra~e%er~-~as~±ng,-ana-£or-wh±eh-~he 
18 aepar~men~,-a£~er-eon~H%~a~±on-w±~h-~he-ae~ar~meft~s-o£ 
19 ~ren~~or~e~±on,-na~Hra%-re~OHree~,-ena-eHi~Hrai-a££a±rs, 

20 eon~±aer~-~he-ehaftees-O£-~Heeess-~o-be-neariy-~er£ee~. 

21 t4t--~he-aepar~men~-~haii-seiee~-~he-s±~es-by-Sep~ember-%5, 

22 %989-. 
23 EXPLANATION 

24 This bill relates to the statewide welcome center program, 
25 which was originally enacted in 1987. 
26 The bill removes language relating to the original pilot 

27 project sites, the requirement that the original statewide 
28 long-range plan for welcome centers be submitted to the 

29 general assembly, and a 1992 deadline for implementation of 

30 the program. 

31 The bill requires the department of economic development 

32 and the state department of transportation to review and amend 
33 the existing long-range plan by January 1, 2005. The bill 

34 requires the departments to review and amend the plan as 
35 needed thereafter. The amended long-range plan, due by 
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1 January 1, 2005, is to include an increase in the number of 

2 welcome centers to be developed and operated in the state and 

3 to identify the locations for new welcome centers. 

4 The bill makes conforming amendments relating to subsequent 

5 amended long-range plans. 
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