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1 1 Section 1. Section 68B.31, subsection 6, unnumbered
paragraph 1, Code 2001, is amended to read as foll ows:

The ethics committee shall promptly notify any party
all eged to have conmmitted a violation of the code of ethics,
rul es governing | obbyists, or this chapter of the filing of a
compl ai nt by causing a copy of the conplaint to be served or
personal |y delivered to the party charged, unless service is
wai ved by the party charged, and shall review the conplaint to
determine if the conplaint neets the requirements for fornal
10 sufficiency. |If the conplaint is deficient as to form the
11 conplaint shall be returned to the conplainant with a
12 statement of the nature of the deficiency and the party
13 charged in the conplaint shall be notified that the conpl ai nt
14 has been returned. |If a conplaint, previously found to be
15 deficient as to form is refiled in different form the party
16 charged in the conplaint shall be provided with a copy of the
17 new docunent in the sane manner as provided for service of the
18 initial conplaint. Any anendnents to a conplaint that are
19 filed with the committee shall also be served or personally
20 delivered, unless service is waived, to the party charged in
21 the conplaint. |If the complaint is sufficient as to form the
22 chairperson and ranki ng nenber of the ethics comittee shal
23 nmake a determination of whether the conplaint is frivolous.
The conplaint shall be disnissed and the ethics committee
25 shall be notified if the chairperson and ranking nmenber
26 deternine the conplaint to be frivolous. 1If the conplaint is
27 not deternmined to the frivolous, the ethics conmttee shal
28 review the conplaint to determ ne whether the conplaint states
29 a valid charge which may be investigated. A valid conplaint
30 nmust allege all of the follow ng:
31 EXPLANATI ON
32 This bill relates to procedure for ethics conplaints. The
33 bill provides that prior to an ethics commttee making a
34 determ nation of whether an ethics conplaint states a valid
35 charge which may be investigated, the chairperson and ranking
mermber of the ethics committee shall nmake a determ nation of
whet her the conplaint is frivolous. The bill provides that
the conpl aint shall be disnmissed and the ethics conmittee
shall be notified if the chairperson and ranki ng nmenber
determ ne the conplaint to be frivolous. The bill provides
that, if the complaint is not deternmined to be frivol ous, the
ethics conmittee shall review the conplaint to determ ne
whet her the conplaint states a valid charge which may be
i nvesti gat ed.
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