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1 1 Section 1. Section 321.445, subsection 2, unnunbered
paragraph 1, Code Suppl enent 2001, is amended to read as
foll ows:

The driver and front seat occupants of a type of notor
vehicle which is subject to registration in |owa, except a
not orcycle or a notorized bicycle, shall each wear a properly
adj usted and fastened safety belt or safety harness any tine
the vehicle is in forward notion on a street or highway in
this state except that a child under
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—six
— sixteen years of age
10 shall be secured as required under section 321.446.
11 Sec. 2. Section 321.446, subsections 1, 2, and 4, Code
12 Suppl enment 2001, are anended to read as foll ows:
13 1. a. A child under one year of age and weighing | ess
14 than twenty pounds who is being transported in a notor vehicle

subject to registration, except a school bus or notorcycle,
16 shall be secured in a rear-facing child restraint systemthat

17 neets federal nptor vehicle safety standards, and the system
18 shall be used in accordance with the nmanufacturer's

19 instructions.

20 b. A child under
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—three

— eight years of age who does not
1 21 neet the description in paragraph "a" and who is being
1 22 transported in a notor vehicle subject to registration, except
1 23 a school bus or motorcycle, shall be secured during transit by
1 24 a child restraint system

—which
- neets federal notor

25 vehicle safety standards, and the system shall be used in

26 accordance with the manufacturer's instructions. However, a
27 child under eight years of age who weighs nore than forty
pounds nmay be transported in the backseat of a vehicle while
29 wearing only a lap safety belt if the backseat of the vehicle
30 is not equipped with a conbination lap and shoul der safety

31 belt.

32 2. Achild at |east

—
-
Q
—

RPRRRRRRER
N
o)

—three
— eight years of age but under

'

si xteen years of age who is being transported in a notor
vehicle subject to registration, except a school bus or
nmot orcycl e, shall be secured during transit by either a child
restraint systemthat neets federal notor vehicle safety
standards and is used in accordance with the manufacturer's
instructions, or by a safety belt or safety harness of a type
approved under section 321.445.
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—TFhe
— An operator who violates subsection 1 or 2 is
2 6 guilty of a sinple m sdeneanor and subj ect

—only
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o the penalty

provi si ons of section 805.8A, subsection 14, paragraph "c".

Sec. 3. Section 321.446, Code Suppl emrent 2001, is anended
by adding the foll owi ng new subsecti ons:

NEW SUBSECTION. 7. The departnent, in cooperation with
the departnments of public safety, public health, and
education, shall provide |eadership and coordi nation of
education to foster conpliance with the requirenents of this
section concerning the appropriate use of child restraint
systens, safety belts, and safety harnesses

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 8. For purposes of this section, "child
restraint system' nmeans a specially designed seating system
including a belt-positioning seat or a booster seat, that
neets federal notor vehicle safety standards set forth in 49
CFR } 571.213

EXPLANATI ON

This bill anmends Code section 321.445 concerni ng safety
belts and harnesses to provide that persons under 16 years of
age nust be secured during transit in a child restraint device
as required under Code section 321.446.

The bill also anends Code section 321.446 to provide that a
child under one year of age who wei ghs |less than 20 pounds
must be secured in a rear-facing child restraint systemthat
nmeets federal notor vehicle safety standards while being
transported in a notor vehicle except a school bus or
nmot or cycl e.

The bill also anends Code section 321.446 to provide that a
child under eight years of age who is not under one year of
age and |l ess than 20 pounds nust be secured by a child
restraint systemwhile being transported in a notor vehicle
that is not a school bus or notorcycle. It provides that a
child under eight years of age who wei ghs nore than 40 pounds
may be transported in the backseat of a vehicle wearing only a
|l ap safety belt if the backseat of the vehicle is not equipped
with a |lap and shoul der safety belt.

The bill al so anends Code section 321.446 to provide that a
child at |east eight years of age but under 16 years of age
who is being transported in a notor vehicle subject to
regi stration, except a school bus or notorcycle, nust be
secured by either a child restraint systemthat neets federa
mot or vehicle safety standards or by a safety belt or harness
approved under Code section 321.445.

The bill defines "child restraint system' as a specially
desi gned seating system including a belt-positioning seat or
a booster seat that neets federal nmotor vehicle safety
standards set forth in 49 CF. R } 571.213
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