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1 1 Section. 1. Section 147.74, subsection 16, Code 2001, is

1 2 anended to read as fol |l ows:
1 3 16. A physician assistant
— licensed under

e

4 chapter 148C nmay use the words "physician assistant” after the
5 person's nane or signify the same by the use of the letters
6 "P. A" after the person's nane.

7 Sec. 2. Section 147.80, subsection 5, Code 2001, is

8 anended to read as foll ows:

9 5. Application for a license to practice as a physician
assi stant, issuance of a license to practice as a physician
11 assistant issued upon the basis of an exam nation given or
12 approved by the board of physician assistant exam ners,

13 issuance of a license to practice as a physician assistant
14 issued under a reciprocal agreenment, renewal of a license to
15 practice as a physician assistant, tenporary |license to

16 practice as a physician assistant
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19 Sec. 3. Section 147.107, subsection 5, Code 2001, is

20 anended to read as foll ows:

21 5. Notwi thstandi ng subsection 1 and any other provision of
22 this section to the contrary, a physician may del egate the

23 function of prescribing drugs, controlled substances, and

24 nedi cal devices to a physician assistant |icensed pursuant to
25 chapter 148C. \When del egated prescribing occurs, the

26 supervising physician's name shall be used, recorded, or

27 otherwi se indicated in connection with each individua

28 prescription so that the individual who di spenses or

29 administers the prescription knows under whose del egat ed

30 authority the physician assistant is prescribing. Rules

31 relating to the authority of physician assistants to prescribe
drugs, controlled substances, and nedi cal devices pursuant to
33 this subsection shall be adopted by the board of physician

34 assistant exami ners, after consultation with the board of

35 nedi cal examiners and the board of pharmacy exami ners, as soon
1 as possible after July 1, 1991. The rules shall be revi ewed
and approved by the physician assistant rules review group
creat ed under subsection 7 and shall be adopted in final form
by January 1, 1993. However, the rules shall prohibit the
prescribing of schedule Il controlled substances which are
listed as stinulants or depressants pursuant to chapter 124.
If rules are not reviewed and approved by the physician
assistant rules review group created under subsection 7 and
adopted in final formby January 1, 1993, a physician
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2 10 assistant may prescribe drugs as a del egated act of a
2 11 supervising physician under rules adopted by the board of
2 12 physician assistant exam ners
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The board of physician

2 14 assistant exam ners shall be the only board to regul ate the
2 15 practice of physician assistants relating to prescribing and
2 16 supplying prescription drugs, controlled substances and

2 17 medi cal devices
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Sec. 4. Section 148.13, subsections 1 and 4, Code 2001,
are anended by striking the subsections.

Sec. 5. Section 148C. 1, Code 2001, is anended by striking
the section and inserting in lieu thereof the follow ng:

148C. 1 DEFI NI TI ONS

1. "Approved program neans a program for the education of
physi ci an assistants whi ch has been accredited by the
conmmittee on allied health education and accreditation, by its
successor, the commi ssion on accreditation of allied health
educational prograns, or by its successor, the accreditation
revi ew comm ssi on on education for the physician assistant, or
its successor.

2. "Board" means the board of physician assistant
exam ners.

3. "Licensed physician assistant” neans a person who is
licensed as a physician assistant by the board to practice
medi cine with the supervision of one or nore physicians.

4. "Physician" neans a person who is currently licensed in
lowa and actively engaged in the practice of nedicine and
surgery, osteopathic nedicine and surgery, or osteopathy.

5. "Physician assistant” nmeans a person who has graduated
froman approved program for physician assistants or surgeon
assistants or a person who has passed the certifying
exam nati on admi ni stered by the national conm ssion on
certification of physician assistants or its successor

Sec. 6. Section 148C. 3, Code 2001, is anended by striking
the section and inserting in lieu thereof the follow ng:

148C. 3 LI CENSURE

1. The board shall adopt rules to govern the |licensure of
persons who qualify as physician assistants. An applicant for
licensure shall subnit the fee prescribed by the board and
shal | nmeet the requirenents established by the board with
respect to each of the follow ng:

a. Academic qualifications, including evidence of
graduation froman approved program However, if the board
determi nes that a person has sufficient know edge and
experience to qualify as a physician assistant, the board may
approve an application for licensure subnmtted prior to July
1, 2002, without requiring the applicant to have conpl eted an
approved program On or after July 1, 2002, a physician
assistant who is not yet licensed pursuant to this chapter
shall be required to have graduated from an approved program

b. Evidence of passing the national conm ssion on the
certification of physician assistants exam nation or its
successor exam nation.

c. Hours of continuing nedical education necessary to
becone or renmin |icensed.

2. Rules shall be adopted by the board pursuant to this
chapter pernmitting |licensed physicians to supervise |icensed
physi ci an assi stants.



3 33 3. A licensed physician assistant shall performonly those
3 34 services for which the |icensed physician assistant is
3 35 qualified by training
4 1 4. The board may issue an inactive |icense under
4 2 conditions prescribed by rules adopted by the board.
4 3 Sec. 7. Section 148C. 4, Code 2001, is anmended to read as
4 4 foll ows:
4 5 148C. 4 SERVI CES PERFORVED BY PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANTS.
4 6 A physician assistant may perform nedi cal services when the
4 7 services are rendered under the supervision of
—the
— a licensed
4 8 physician

— physi ci an assi st ant

4 10 student mmy perform nedi cal services when the services are
4 11 rendered within the scope of an approved program
4 12 Sec. 8. Section 148C 11, Code 2001, is amended to read as
4 13 foll ows:
4 14 148C. 11 PROH BITION CRI ME
4 15 A person not
—registeredand

— licensed as required by this

4
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16 chapter who practices as a physician assistant

18 guilty of a serious m sdeneanor.

19 Sec. 9. PHYSIClI AN ASSI STANTS RULES. The board shal

20 adopt new rul es pursuant to chapter 17A to administer chapter
21 148C no |l ater than January 1, 2002. The rules shall be

22 designed to encourage the utilization of physician assistants
23 in a manner that is consistent with the provision of quality
24 health care and nedical services for the citizens of |owa

25 through better utilization of avail able physicians and the
26 devel opnent of sound prograns for the education and training
27 of skilled physician assistants well qualified to assist

28 physicians in providing health care and nedi cal services.

29 Sec. 10. Sections 148C. 2, 148C 5A, 148C. 6A, and 148C. 7,
30 Code 2001, are repeal ed

31 Sec. 11. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deened of

32 inmmedi ate i nportance, takes effect upon enactnent.

33 EXPLANATI ON
34 This bill nodifies |licensure requirenents for physician
35 assi stants.

1 The bill elimnates provisions relating to registration as
2 a physician assistant, and also elimnates the physician

3 assistant rules review group established in Code section

4 148C. 7, which functions to review and either approve or

5 di sapprove proposed rules by the board of physician assistant
6 exanm ners. The bill further elimnates provisions regarding

7 the adoption of rules by Decenmber 31, 1988, relating to the

8 eligibility of a physician to serve as a supervising
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physi ci an, and regardi ng appeals to the board of nedica
exam ners of decisions of the board of physician assistant
examners in a contested case involving discipline of a

| i censed physician assi stant.

The bill provides for several changes to the definitions
appl i cabl e to physician assistants pursuant to Code chapter
148C. The bill provides that an approved program for the
education of physician assistants refers to a program
accredited by the commttee on allied health education and
accreditation, its successor, the comi ssion on accreditation
of allied health educational prograns, its successor, the
accreditation review comi ssion on education for the physician
assistant, or its successor, rather than pursuant to rules as
currently defined. The bill also provides that a physician
assistant refers to a person who has graduated from an
approved physician assistant or surgeon assistant program or
a person who has passed the certifying exam nation
adm ni stered by the national commission on certification of
physici an assistants or its successor, rather than the current
definition providing for passing or conpleting a board-
approved exam nation or program The bill provides that a
| i censed physician assistant practices medicine with the
supervi si on of physicians, as opposed to the current
definition indicating a physician assistant practices under
t he supervision of physicians specified on the |icense.

The bill provides for nodifications regarding requirenents
for licensure as a physician assistant consistent with the
revised definitions and elimnation of registration as a
physi cian assistant. The bill provides that if the board
determ nes that a person has sufficient know edge and
experience to qualify as a physician assistant, the board may
approve an application for licensure submtted prior to July
1, 2002, without requiring the conpletion of an approved
program but that on or after July 1, 2002, a physician
assistant who is not yet licensed will be required to have
graduated from an approved program and have passed the
previ ously expl ai ned exam nati on.

The bill further requires that the board of physician
assi stant exam ners adopt new rules relating to administration
of Code chapter 148C on or before January 1, 2002

The bill takes effect upon enactnent.
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