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1 Section 1. INTENT AND FINDINGS. It is the intent of the
general assenbly to require that all children under the age of
fourteen wear an approved bicycle hel met when riding on a
bicycle or when riding in a trailer towed by a bicycle. The
general assenbly finds and decl ares the foll ow ng:

1. Each year hundreds of children are killed and nany nore
injured in bicycle-related accidents.

2. Head injuries account for nore than half of al
bi cycle-rel ated deat hs and emergency roomvisits.

3. The single nost effective safety device available to
reduce head injuries and fatalities frombicycle crashes is a
bi cycle helnmet. Helnmets have been shown to significantly
reduce the risk of head injury and of brain injury.

4. In addition to saving lives and preventing injuries,
bi cycl e hel nets save noney in avoided health care costs and
ot her costs to society.

Sec. 2. Section 321.236, Code 2001, is anended by addi ng
the foll owi ng new subsection

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 14. Requiring the use of bicycle helnets
as provided in section 321.435.

Sec. 3. NEWSECTION. 321.435 BICYCLE HELMETS.

1. Local authorities nay adopt an ordi nance or resol ution
that regulates the use of bicycles in any or all of the
foll owi ng manners:

a. Prohibits a person under fourteen years of age from
operating a bicycle, or riding on a bicycle as a passenger,
unl ess that person is wearing a properly fitted and fastened
bi cycl e hel met which neets the standards of the Anerican
national standards institute or the 1990 standard for
protecti ve headgear for use in bicycling produced by the Snel
menorial foundation or another appropriate standard.

b. Requires a person under fourteen years of age who rides
on a bhicycle while in a restraining seat which is attached to
the bicycle or in atrailer towed by a bicycle to wear a
hel net that neets the standards described in paragraph "a".

c. Requires a person regularly engaged in the business of
renting bicycles to provide a helnet to any person required to
wear a hel met by the ordinance or resolution who will operate
the bicycle, if the person does not already have a helnet. A
reasonabl e fee may be charged for the helnet rental.

2. A person regularly engaged in the business of renting
bi cycl es who is regul ated by an ordi nance or resol ution
adopt ed under subsection 1, paragraph "c", and who conplies
with that paragraph is not liable for damages for any injuries
sustai ned by a bicycle operator or passenger as a result of
the operator's or passenger's failure to wear a helnet or to
wear a properly fitted or fastened helnet in violation of an
ordi nance or resol ution adopted under this section.

3. Aviolation of an ordi nance or resol ution adopted under
this section shall not be considered admissible or material as
evi dence of conparative fault under chapter 668.

4. The departnment of public health shall publish a Iist of
bi cycle hel nets that neet the standards described in
subsection 1, paragraph "a".

Sec. 4. MATERI ALS TO LOCAL COVMUNI TIES. The departnent of
public health shall work in conjunction with the |Iowa safe
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kids coalition to provide bicycle safety education information
to local comunities for distribution in those comunities.
EXPLANATI ON

This bill allows local authorities to adopt ordi nances or
resolutions that regulate the use of bicycles in any or all of
the foll owi ng manners:

Requi res persons under 14 years of age who are operating or
riding on a bicycle to wear bicycle hel nets.

Requi res persons under 14 years of age who ride on a
bicycle while in a restraining seat attached to the bicycle or
inatrailer towed by a bicycle to wear bicycle hel nets.

Requi res persons renting bicycles to the public to provide
helnets to renters for a reasonable fee

The bill also provides that persons renting bicycles in
compliance with such a | ocal ordinance or resolution are not

liable for damages sustained as a result of an operator's or
passenger's failure to properly wear a hel net.

The bill provides that a violation of an ordi nance or
resol uti on adopted under the Act shall not be evidence or
conmparative fault under Code chapter 668.

The bill requires the department of public health to
publish a list of approved bicycl e hel nets.

The bill directs the departnment of public health to work
with the lowa safe kids coalition to distribute bicycle safety
education information to [ocal comunities.
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