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A BILL FOR 

l An Act relating to the powers and duties of the county recorder 
2 relating to the recording and keeping of documents. 
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section 6B.35, subsection 5, Code 2001, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 5. A written statement by the sheriff of all money 

4 received in payment of damages, from whom received, to whom 

5 paid, and the amount paid to each claimant and reference to 
6 the application for condemnation by beo~-and-pa~e document 

7 reference or instrument number and the date the application 
8 was filed with the county recorder. 

9 Sec. 2. Section 22.3, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

10 follows: 

11 22.3 SUPERVISION. 

12 Such examination and copying shall be done under the 

13 supervision of the lawful custodian of the records or the 
14 custodian's authorized dep~ty designee. The lawful custodian 
15 may adopt and enforce reasonable rules regarding s~eh the work 
16 and the protection of the records against damage or 

17 disorganization. The lawful custodian shall provide a 

18 suitable place for s~eh the work, but if it is impracticable 

19 to do s~eh the work in the office of the lawful custodian, the 
20 person desiring to examine or copy shall pay any necessary 

21 expenses of providing a place for s~eh ~work. All expenses 
22 of s~eh the work shall be paid by the person desiring to 
23 examine or copy. The lawful custodian may charge a reasonable 
24 fee for the services of the lawful custodian or the 

25 custodian's authorized dep~ty designee in supervising the 

26 records during s~eh the work. If copy equipment is available 

27 at the office of the lawful custodian of any public records, 

28 the lawful custodian shall provide any person a reasonable 
29 number of copies of any public record in the custody of the 

30 office upon the payment of a fee. The fee for the copying 

31 service as determined by the lawful custodian shall not exceed 
32 the cost of providing the service. 

33 Sec. 3. Section 96.14, subsection 3, unnumbered paragraphs 

34 3 and 4, Code 2001, are amended to read as follows: 

35 The county recorder of each county shall prepare and keep 
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1 in the recorder's office a-bee~-~e-be-~ftewft-as-Uiftdex-o£ 
2 aftem~%eymeft~-eeft~riba~ioft-%ieftsu7-so-ra%ed-as an index to show 
3 ift-a~~re~ria~e-ee%amfts the following data, under the names of 
4 employers, arranged alphabetically: 
5 The recorder. shall endorse on each notice of lien the day, 
6 hour, and minute when received and shall £er~nwi~n index said 
7 the notice in said the index beok and shall £er~nwi~n record 
8 said the lien in the manner provided for recording real estate 

9 mortgages, and the said the lien shall be effective from the 
10 time of the indexing ~neree£ of the lien. 
11 Sec. 4. Section 331.602, subsection 1, paragraph d, Code 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

2001, 
d. 

other 
shall 
shall 

is amended to read as follows: 
An instrument conveying an interest in real property, 

than a mortgage, a mortgage release, or an assignment, 
contain the statement "Address tax statement:" which 
be filled out with a the name of the taxpayer and ~ 

17 complete mailing address. Each instrument conveying an 
18 interest in real property shall contain this statement unless 
19 otherwise authorized by the county recorder. 
20 Sec. 5. Section 331.602, subsections 2 and 23, Code 2001, 
21 are amended to read as follows: 
22 2. Rerecord an instrument without fee upon presentation of 
23 the original instrument by the owner if an error is made in 
24 recording the instrument. The recorder shall also note ift-~ne 
25 margift-o£ ~ the new record a reference to the original record 
26 and ift-~ne-margift-e£ on the original record a reference to the 
27 beo~-aftd-~age-e£-~ne new record. 
28 23. Forward to the director of revenue and finance a 
29 eer~i£ied copy of any deed, bill of sale or other transfer 
30 which shows that it is made or intended to take effect at or 
31 after the death of the person executing the instrument as 
32 provided in section 450.81. 

33 Sec. 6. Section 331.603, subsection 3, Code 2001, is 
34 amended to read as follows: 
35 3. The recorder may reproduce in miniature on a durable 
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1 medium any instrument to be recorded. When a recorded 
2 instrument involves a release or assignment, the separate 

3 instrument filed acknowledging the release or assignment shall 

4 be reproduced ~n-m~n~ata~e. In lieu of marginal entries, the 
5 recorder shall make endo~sements-~n-red-ink notations on both 

6 the index and the eross-index-to-the-miniatHre-instrHments 

7 wne~e-tne-inst~aments-we~e-e~ig~na%%y-indexed record of the 

8 original instrument. When an official record is produced in 

9 miniature, a security copy shall be reproduced at the same 
10 time and kept outside of the courthouse. 
11 Sec. 7. Section 331.605A, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

12 2001, is amended to read as follows: 

13 The .recorder shall also collect a fee of one dollar for 
14 each recorded transaction for which a fee is paid pursuant to 

15 section 331.604 to be used exclusively for the purpose of 

16 preserving and maintaining public records. The treasurer, on 

17 behalf of the recorderL shall establish and maintain an 
18 interest-bearing account into which all moneys collected 
19 pursuant to this section shall be deposited. The recorder 
20 shall use the moneys deposited in the account to produce and 

21 maintain public records that meet archival standards, and to 

22 enhance the technological storage, retrieval, and transmission 
23 capabilities related to archival quality records. The 

24 recorder may cooperate with other entities, boards, and 
25 agencies to establish methods of records management, and 

26 participate in other joint ventures which further the purposes 
27 of this paragraph. 
28 Sec. 8. Section 331.606, subsection 2, Code 2001, is 

29 amended to read as follows: 

30 2. The recorder shall also note in the index book the 

31 exact time of the filing of each instrument. 
32 Sec. 9. Section 331.607, subsections 1, 7, 8, 9, and 11, 

33 Code 2001, are amended to read as follows: 
34 1. A record beok for military discharges as provided in 

35 section 331.608. 
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1 7. Index and reeerd-beeks records for instruments 

2 affecting real estate as provided under chapter 558. 

3 B. Hemes~ead-aftd-iftdex-beeks An index and record of 

4 homesteads as provided in section 561.4. 

5 9. 

6 notices 

7 section 

8 11. 

9 Sec. 

A claimant's beek-ift-whieh index and record for the 
of title interests in land are-iftdexed as provided in 

614.35. 
Other beeks indexes and records as provided by law. 

10. Section 331.608, subsection 1, Code 2001, is 

10 amended to read as follows: 

11 1. The recorder shall maintain a speeia%-beek record in 

12 which, upon request, the discharge of a veteran shall be 

13 recorded without charge. ~ne-disenarge-beek-sna%%-be-a 

14 afti£erm-~ype7-kiftd7-aftd-£erm-appreved-by-the-eemmissieft-e£ 
15 ve~erafts-a££airs~ 
16 Sec. 11. Section 331.609, subsection 3, paragraph c, Code 
17 2001, is amended to read as follows: 

18 c. If a refiled notice of federal lien referred to in 

19 paragraph "a" or any of the certificates or notices referred 
20 to in paragraph "b" is presented for recording with a 

21 recorder, the recorder shall permafteft~%y-e~~aeh-the-re£i%ed 
22 fte~iee-er-~he-eer~i£iee~e-~e-~ne-erigifta%-ftetiee-e£-%ieft-aftd 
23 sha%% enter the refiled notice or the certificate with the 
24 date of recording in an alphabetical index and make a notation 

25 on the original record of a reference to the refi1ed notice or 
26 certificate. 

27 Sec. 12. Section 354.1, subsection 3, Code 2001, is 

28 amended to read as follows: 

29 3. To provide for statewide, uniform procedures and 
30 standards for the platting of land while allowing the widest 

31 possible latitude for cities and counties to establish and 

32 enforce ordinances regulating the division and use of land, 
33 within the scope of, but not limited to, chapters 331, 335, 

34 364, 414, and this chapter. All documents presented for 

35 recording pursuant to this chapter shall comply with section 
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1 331.602, subsection 1. 

2 Sec. 13. Section 354.5, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code 

3 2001, is amended to read as follows: 

4 b. The book-aftd-page document reference number of the 
5 recorded plat of survey. 

6 Sec. 14. Section 354.5, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code 
7 2001, is amended to read as follows: 

8 b. The book-aftd-page document reference number of the 

9 recorded acquisition plat. 

10 Sec. 15. Section 354.24, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

11 follows: 
12 354.24 ERRORS ON RECORDED PLATS. 
13 If an error or omission in the data shown on a recorded 

14 plat is detected by subsequent examinations or revealed by 
15 retracing the lines shown on the plat, the original surveyor 
16 or two surveyors confirming the error through independent 

17 surveys shall record an affidavit confirming that the error or 

18 omission was made. The affidavit shall describe the nature 

19 and extent of the error or omission and also describe the 
20 corrections or additions to be made to the plat and note the 
21 book-aftd-page a document reference number of the recorded 
22 plat. The recorder shall write-aeross-that-part note on the 

23 record of the plat so-eorreeted the word "corrected", and note 
24 the book-aftd-page document reference number of the recorded 

25 affidavit. A copy of the recorded affidavit shall be filed 

26 with the auditor and assessor. The affidavit shall raise a 

27 presumption from the date of recording that the purported 
28 facts stated in the affidavit are true, and after the lapse of 

29 three years from the date of recording the presumption shall 

30 be conclusive. 
31 Sec. 16. Section 354.26, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

32 follows: 

33 354.26 CORRECTIONS OR CHANGES TO PLATS. 

34 A vacation, correction, or replatting as provided for in 

35 this chapter, shall be recorded and an exact copy shall be 
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1 filed with the auditor and assessor. If a governing body 
2 changes the addresses or street names shown on an official 
3 plat, notice of the change shall note the name or other 

4 designation of each official plat affected and shall be filed 

5 with the recorder, auditor, and assessor. The recorder shall 

6 note the vacation, correction, or replatting on the margift 

7 index and record of the official plat or upon an attachment to 

8 the official plat for that purpose. The auditor shall make 

9 the proper changes on the plats required to be kept by the 

10 auditor. 
11 Sec. 17. Section 380.11, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

12 follows: 
13 380.11 CERTAIN MEASURES RECORDED. 
14 Immediately after the effective date of a measure 

15 establishing any zoning district, building lines or fire 

16 limits, the city clerk shall certify the measure and a plat 
17 showing the district, lines or limits, to the recorder of any 
18 county which contains part of the city. The county recorder 
19 shall index and record the measure and plat ift-~he 
20 misee%%afteo~s-reeord-or-o~her-book-proYided-£or-speeia% 

21 reeords;-aftd-sha%%-iftdex-ehe-reeord. The city shall pay the 
22 recording fee. 

23 Sec. 18. section 422.26, unnumbered paragraphs 4 and 5, 

24 Code 2001, are amended to read as follows: 

25 The county recorder of each county shall prepare-aftd keep 
26 in the recorder's office a-book-~o-be-~ftOWft-as-4iftdex-o£ 
27 ifteome-~ax-%ieftSuT-so-r~%ed-as an index and record to show ift 
28 appropriaee-eoi~mfts the following data, under the names of 
29 taxpayers, arranged alphabetically: 

30 The recorder shall endorse on each notice of lien the day, 

31 hour, and minute when received and preserve the same, and 

32 shall rorehwi~h index said the notice in said the index book 
33 and shall rorenwieh record said the lien in the manner 

34 provided for recording real estate mortgages, and the said 
35 lien shall be effective from the time of the indexing ~hereo£ 
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1 of the lien. 
2 Sec. 19. Section 428A.5, Code 2001, is amended to read as 
3 follows: 
4 428A.5 EVIDENCE OF PAYMENT. 

5 The amount of tax imposed by this chapter shall be paid to 
6 the county recorder in the county where the real property is 
7 located and the amount received and the initials of the county 
8 recorder shall appear on the face of the document or 
9 instrument. ~he-depar~meft~-o£-reYeftue-aftd-£~ftaftee-sha%% 

10 pro•~de-eaeh-eouft~y-reeorder-w~~h-a-de•~ee-~o-be-used-by-~he 
11 reeorder-~o-e•~deftee-~n~s-~ft£orma~~oft-Oft-~ne-doeumeft~-or 
12 ~"~~rumeft~7 The method of documentation of a transfer tax 
13 shall be approved by the department of revenue and finance. 
14 Sec. 20. Section 437A.ll, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 
15 2001, is amended to read as follows: 
16 The county recorder of each county shall prepare and keep 
17 in the recorder's office a-book-~o-be-kftowft-as-~ne-~ftdex-e£ 
18 ~~a~ewide-properey-eax-%~eft~7-eo-ru%ed-as an index and record 
19 to show ~ft-appropria~e-eo%umfte under the names of taxpayers 
20 arranged alphabetically, all of the following: 
21 sec. 21. Section 437A.22, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code 
22 2001, is amended to read as follows: 
23 The county recorder of each county shall prepare and keep 
24 in the recorder's office a-book-to-be-kftowft-ae-~he-~ftdex-e£ 
25 repiaeemefte-tax-%~efteT-ee-ru%ed-as an index and record to show 
26 ~ft-apprepriate-eo%umfts under the names of taxpayers arranged 
27 alphabetically, all of the following: 
28 Sec. 22. Section 558.45, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

29 follows: 
30 558.45 NOTATION OF ASSIGNMENT OR RELEASE ON INDEX. 

31 Where any mortgage, contract, or other instrument 
32 constituting an encumbrance upon real estate shall be assigned 
33 or released by a separate instrument it shall be the duty of 
34 the recorder to make a notation ift-red-~ftk-eft-the-iftdex-aftd 
35 eross-iftdex where suen the instrument was originally indexed, 
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1 indicating the nature of such assignment or release and ~he 

2 book-a~d-pa~e a document reference number of the record where 

3 the same is recorded. 
4 Sec. 23. Section 558.49, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 
5 2001, is amended to read as follows: 
6 The recorder must keep index books7-~he-pa~es-o£-wh±en-are 
7 so-d±v±ded-ae records to show ±~-para%%e%-eo%~m~s tbe 

8 following: 
9 Sec. 24. Section 558.49, subsection 6, Code 2001, is 

10 amended to read as follows: 

ll 6. The boo~-a~d-page document reference number where the 
12 record ~nereo£ of the instrument may be 

Sec. 25. Section 558.52, Code 2001, 13 

14 follows: 
15 558.52 ALPHABETICAL ARRANGEMENT. 

found. 
is amended to read as 

16 The entries ±~-s~en-book shall show the names of the 
17 respective grantors and grantees, arranged in alphabetical 
18 order. When s~en the instrument is executed by a personal 
19 representative, guardian, referee, commissioner, receiver, 
20 sheriff, or other person acting in a representative capacity, 
21 the recorder shall enter upon the index book the name and 
22 representative capacity of each person executing the 
23 instrument and the owner of the property if disclosed ~here±~ 
24 in the instrument. 
25 Sec. 26. Section 558.55, Code 2001, is amended to read as 
26 follows: 
27 558.55 FILING AND INDEXING -- CONSTRUCTIVE NOTICE. 

28 The recorder must endorse upon every instrument properly 
29 filed for record in the recorder's office, the day, hour, and 
30 minute of s~en the filing, and £or~hw±~n enter in the index 
31 boo~ the entries required to be made-~nere±" entered, except 
32 the book-a~d-pa~e document reference number where the complete 
33 record will appear, and s~en the filing and indexing shall 

34 constitute constructive notice to all persons of the rights of 
35 the grantees conferred by s~en the instruments. 
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1 Sec. 27. Section 558.59, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 
3 558.59 FINAL RECORD. 
4 Every stteh instrument shall be recorded7 as soon as 
5 practicable, in-a-stti~ab%e-beek-~e-be-kept-by-tne-reeereer-£er 
6 ~na~-pttrpese~ after which the recorder shall complete the 
7 entries aforesaid-se-as to show the beek-and-page document 
8 reference number where the record is to be found. 
9 Sec. 28. Section 566.35, subsection 2, Code 2001, is 

10 amended by striking the subsection. 
11 Sec. 29. Section 639.53, Code 2001, is amended to read as 
12 follows: 
13 639.53 DESCRIPTION OF REAL ESTATE. 
14 Where real property is attached, the sheriff shall describe 
15 it with certainty to identify it, and, where the sheriff can 
16 do so, by a reference to the beek-and-page document reference 
17 number where the deed under which the defendant holds is 

18 recorded. 
19 Sec. 30. Section 655A.3, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 
20 2001, is amended to read as follows: 
21 a. Reasonably identify by a document reference number the 

22 mortgage and 
23 Sec. 31. 
24 follows: 

accurately describe the real estate covered. 
Section 655A.6, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

25 655A.6 REJECTION OF NOTICE. 
26 If either the mortgagor, or successor in interest of record 
27 including a contract purchaser, within thirty days of service 
28 of the notice pursuant to section 655A.3, files with the 
29 recorder of the county where the mortgaged property is 
30 located, a rejection of the notice reasonably identifying ~ 
31 document reference number the notice which is rejected 

32 together with proofs of service required under section 65SA.4 
33 that the rejection has been served on the mortgagee, the 
34 notice served upon the mortgagor pursuant to section 65SA.3 is 

35 of no force or effect. 
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1 Sec. 32. Section 656.2, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 
2 2001, is amended to read as follows: 

3 a. Reasonably identify the contract by a document 
4 reference number and accurately describe the real estate 

5 covered. 
6 Sec. 33. Sections 558.50, 558.51, 558.53, and 558.54, Code 
7 2001, are repealed. 
8 EXPLANATION 

9 This bill amends a number of Code sections relating to the 
10 recording of mortgage documents, liens, military veteran 
11 discharges, and other instruments with the county recorder. 
12 The amendments are proposed to remove impediments to the 
13 electronic recording of various legal instruments and improve 
14 recording procedures. 
15 Code section 6B.35 is amended to substitute "document 
16 reference" for references to "book and page". 
17 Code section 22.3 is amended to allow an authorized 
18 designee of a lawful custodian of public record to supervise 
19 the examination and copying of public records. Currently, the 
20 records are to be examined or copied under the supervision of 
21 an authorized deputy of the legal custodian. 
22 Code section 96.14 is amended to provide that the index of 
23 unemployment contribution liens in a county recorder's office 
24 does not have to be kept in a book form. 
25 Code section 331.602 is amended to strike a required 
26 notation in the margin of a corrective instrument referencing 
27 the original instrument and a corresponding notation in the 
28 margin of the original document referring to the new record. 
29 A requirement that an instrument be recorded in a book is also 
30 stricken. The amendment also strikes a requirement that a 
31 copy of a deed, bill of sale, or other transfer document which 
32 is forwarded to the director of revenue and finance must be a 
33 certified copy. 
34 Code section 331.603 is amended to strike a requirement 
35 that a recorded instrument which involves a release or 
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1 assignment of a property previously recorded and reproduced in 

2 miniature shall also be reproduced in miniature. Also, in 

3 lieu of marginal entries, the recorder shall make notations on 

4 the index and the record of the original instrument. 

5 Code section 331.605A is amended to provide that the county 

6 treasurer, on behalf of the county recorder, shall establish 
7 and maintain an interest-bearing account for the fees 

8 collected by the county recorder for the purpose of collecting 
9 and maintaining public records. 

10 Code section 331.606 is amended to strike reference to the 
11 need for a book to maintain an index. 

12 Code section 331.607 is amended to strike several 
13 references to books which a county recorder is required to 
14 keep. The term "record" or "records" is substituted. 
15 Code section 331.608 is amended to substitute the word 

16 "record" for "special book" and to strike a requirement that a 
17 discharge book be approved by the commission of veterans 

18 affairs. 
19 Code section 331.609 is amended to strike the requirement 

20 that a county recorder permanently attach a refiled notice to 
21 the original notice of federal lien. In lieu of the 

22 attachment, a county recorder shall make a notation on the 
23 original record referring to the refiled notice. 
24 Code section 354.1 is amended to provide that all documents 
25 presented for recording with regard to the platting and 

26 subdivision of land shall comply with the recording 

27 requirements specified for all instruments. 
28 Code section 354.5 is amended to substitute "document 

29 reference" for references to "book and page". 
30 Code section 354.24 is amended to substitute the wording "a 

31 document reference" for references to "the book and page". If 

32 a correction to a plat is recorded, the recorder shall note 

33 the correction on the record in lieu of writing the word 

34 "corrected" across the affected part of the plat. 

35 Code section 354.26 is amended to provide that the recorder 
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1 shall note the vacation, correction, or replatting on the 

2 index and record of the official plat rather than on the 

3 margin of the plat. 
4 Code section 380.11 is amended to provide that zoning 
5 districts, building lines, or fire limits which are platted, 

6 shall be indexed and recorded without the use of books. 

7 Code sections 422.26, 437A.ll, and 437A.22 are amended to 

8 strike the term "books" in reference to records or indexes for 

9 income tax liens. Also stricken is the word "forthwith" in 
10 reference to the recording and indexing of the liens. 
11 Code section 428A.5 is amended to strike the use of a 

12 device by the county recorder to evidence the payment of the 
13 real estate transfer tax on a transfer document. The device 
14 is replaced by a method of documentation as approved by the 

15 department of revenue and finance. 

16 Code section 558.45 is amended to strike the use of red ink 

17 for notation on indexes and reference to the book and page for 

18 a recorded instrument. 
19 Code sections 558.49, 558.52, 558.55, and 558.59 are 

20 amended to strike the reference to index books and the book 
21 and page of a recorded instrument. The terms are replaced by 
22 reference to a document reference number. 

23 Code section 566.35 is amended by striking subsection 2, 
24 which requires that the declaration of value of a real estate 

25 transfer submitted to the county recorder include the 

26 existence of any known private burial site located on the real 

27 estate. 
28 Code section 639.53 is amended to substitute "document 

29 reference number" for the words."book and page". 
30 Code sections 655A.3, 655A.6, and 656.2 are amended to add 

31 a document reference number as a means of identifying a 

32 mortgage, contract, or real estate document. 

33 The bill also repeals Code sections 558.50, 558.51, 558.53, 

34 and 558.54. Code section 558.50 specifies the ruled columns 
35 and form of the index for affidavits. Code section 558.51 
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1 provides that separate index books are required for mortgages 
2 and satisfactions or releases of mortgages, descriptions of 
3 lots, land, conveyances of real estate, powers of attorney, 
4 affidavits, copies of petitions in bankruptcy, decrees of 
5 adjudication in bankruptcy, and orders approving trustee's 
6 bonds. Code section 558.53 provides for an index and record 
7 of all deeds, mortgages, and related instruments affecting 
8 lots in cities and the affected plats. Code section 558.54 
9 provides that an instrument containing descriptions of land or 

10 lots in cities, the affected plats, and other land shall be 
11 recorded in one record and charged one fee, but the record 
12 shall be indexed in the land and city lot indexes. 
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1 Section 1. Section 6B.35, subsection 5, Code 2001, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 5. A written statement by the sheriff of all money 

4 received in payment of damages, from whom received, to whom 

5 paid, and the amount paid to each claimant and reference to 

6 the application for condemnation by eeek-and-pa9e document 

7 reference or instrument number and the date the application 

8 was filed with the county recorder. 

9 Sec. 2. Section 22.3, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

10 follows: 

11 22.3 SUPERVISION. 

12 Such examination and copying shall be done under the 

13 supervision of the lawful custodian of the records or the 

14 custodian's authorized dep~ty designee. The lawful custodian 

15 may adopt and enforce reasonable rules regarding 8~eft the work 

16 and the protection of the records against damage or 

17 disorganization. The lawful custodian shall provide a 

18 suitable place for 8tteft the work, but if it is impracticable 

19 to do saeft the work in the office of the lawful custodian, the 

20 person desiring to examine or copy shall pay any necessary 

21 expenses of providing a place for s~eft the work. All expenses 

22 of 8tteft the work shall be paid by the person desiring to 

23 examine or copy. The lawful custodian may charge a reasonable 

24 fee for the services of the lawful custodian or the 

25 custodian's authorized depaty designee in supervising the 

26 records during saeft the work. If copy equipment is available 

27 at the office of the lawful custodian of any public records, 

28 the lawful custodian shall provide any person a reasonable 

29 number of copies of any public record in the custody of the 

30 office upon the payment of a fee. The fee for the copying 

31 service as determined by the lawful custodian shall not exceed 

32 the cost of providing the service. 

33 Sec. 3. Section 96.14, subsection 3, unnumbered paragraphs 

34 3 and 4, Code 2001, are amended to read as follows: 

35 The county recorder of each county shall prepare and keep 
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1 in the recorder's office a-book-to-be-known-a~-uindex-of 

2 ~nemployment-eont~ib~tion-l±en~u,-~o-~~led-a~ an index to show 

3 ±n-app~op~±ate-eol~mn~ the following data, under the names of 

4 employers, arranged alphabetically: 

5 The recorder shall endorse on each notice of lien the day, 

6 hour, and minute when received and shall fo~thwith index ~a±d 

7 the notice in ~a±d the index book and shall fo~thw±th record 

8 ~aid the lien in the manner provided for recording real estate 

9 mortgages, and the ~a±d lien shall be effective from the time 

10 of the indexing the~eof of the lien. 

ll Sec. 4. Section 331.602, subsection l, paragraph d, Code 

12 2001, is amended to read as follows: 

13 d. An instrument conveying an interest in real property, 

14 other than a mortgage, a mortgage release, or an assignment, 

15 shall contain the statement ''Address tax statement:'' which 

16 shall be filled out with a the name of the taxpayer and a 

17 complete mailing address. Each instrument conveying an 

18 interest in real property shall contain this statement unless 

19 otherwise authorized by the county recorder. 

20 Sec. 5. Section 331.602, subsections 2 and 23, Code 2001, 

21 are amended to read as follows: 

22 2. Rerecord an instrument without fee upon presentation of 

23 the original instrument by the owner if an error is made in 

24 recording the instrument. The recorder shall also note ±n-the 

25 ma~gin-of on the new record a reference to the original record 

26 and ±n-the-ma~g±n-of 2£ the original record a reference to the 

27 book-and-page-of-the new record. 

28 23. Forward to the director of revenue and finance a 

29 ee~t±f±ed copy of any deed, bill of sale or other transfer 

30 which shows that it is made or intended to take effect at or 

31 after the death of the person executing the instrument as 

32 provided in section 450.81. 

33 Sec. 6. Section 331.603, subsection 3, Code 2001, is 

34 amended to read as follows: 

35 3. The recorder may reproduce in miniature on a durable 

-2-



S.F. H. F. 

1 medium any instrument to be recorded. When a recorded 

2 instrument involves a release or assignment, the separate 

3 instrument filed acknowledging the release or assignment shall 

4 be reproduced ±~-m±~±at~re. In lieu of marginal entries, the 

5 recorder shall make e~dor~eme~t~-±~-red-±~k notations on both 

6 the index and the ero~~-±~dex-to-the-m±~±at~re-±~~tr~me~t~ 

7 where-the-±~~tr~me~t~-were-or±g±~ally-±~dexed record of the 

8 original instrument. When an official record is produced in 

9 miniature, a security copy shall be reproduced at the same 

10 time and kept outside of the courthouse. 

11 Sec. 7. Section 331.605A, unnumbered paragraph l, Code 

12 2001, is amended to read as follows: 

13 The recorder shall also collect a fee of one dollar for 

14 each recorded transaction for which a fee is paid pursuant to 

15 section 331.604 to be used exclusively for the purpose of 

16 preserving and maintaining public records. The treasurer, on 

17 behalf of the recorderL shall establish and maintain an 

18 interest-bearing account into which all moneys collected 

19 pursuant to this section shall be deposited. The recorder 

20 shall use the moneys deposited in the account to produce and 

21 maintain public records that meet archival standards, and to 

22 enhance the technological storage, retrieval, and transmission 

23 capabilities related to archival quality records. The 

24 recorder may cooperate with other entities, boards, and 

25 agencies to establish methods of records management, and 

26 participate in other joint ventures which further the purposes 

27 of this paragraph. 

28 Sec. 8. Section 331.606, subsection 2, Code 2001, is 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

amended to 

2. The 

exact time 

Sec. 9. 

Code 2001, 

read as follows: 

recorder shall also note in the index book the 

of the filing of each instrument. 

Section 331.607, subsections 1, 7, 8, 9, and 11, 

are amended to read as follows: 

34 1. A record book for military discharges as provided in 

35 section 331.608. 
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1 7. Index and reeoro-books records for instruments 

2 affecting real estate as provided under chapter 558. 

3 8. Homesee8o-e"o-±"oex-books An index and record of 

4 homesteads as provided in section 561.4. 

5 9. A claimant's book-±"-w"±e" index and record for the 

6 notices of title interests in land ere-±"oexeo as provided in 

7 section 614.35. 

8 11. Other books indexes and records as provided by law. 

9 Sec. 10. Section 331.608, subsection 1, Code 2001, is 

10 amended to read as follows: 

11 1. The recorder shall maintain a spee±el-book record in 

12 which, upon request, the discharge of a veteran shall be 

13 recorded without charge. T"e-o±se"8rge-book-s"ell-be-e 

14 ~"±~orm-eype,-k±"d,-8"d-rorm-epproved-by-e"e-eomm±ss±o"-or 

15 veee~a"s-a~ra±rs. 

16 Sec. 11. Section 331.609, subsection 3, paragraph c, Code 

17 2001, is amended to read as follows: 

18 c. If a refiled notice of federal lien referred to in 

19 paragraph ''a'' or any of the certificates or notices referred 

20 to in paragraph ''b'' is presented for recording with a 

21 recorder, the recorder shall perm8"e"ely-8eeae"-e"e-~er±leo 

22 "oe±ee-or-e"e-eere±r±e8ee-eo-e"e-or±g±"al-"oe±ee-or-l±e"-a"o 

23 s"ell enter the refiled notice or the certificate with the 

24 date of recording in an alphabetical index and make a notation 

25 on the original record of a reference to the refiled notice or 

26 certificate. 

27 Sec. 12. Section 354.1, subsection 3, Code 2001, is 

28 amended to read as follows: 

29 3. To provide 

30 standards for the 

for statewide, uniform procedures and 

platting of land while allowing the widest 

31 possible latitude for cities and counties to establish and 

32 enforce ordinances regulating the division and use of land, 

33 within the scope of, but not limited to, chapters 331, 335, 

34 364, 414, and this chapter. All documents presented for 

35 recording pursuant to this chapter shall comply with section 
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1 331.602, subsection 1. 

2 Sec. 13. Section 354.5, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code 
3 2001, is amended to read as follows: 

4 b. The bee~-and-~a9e document reference number of the 

5 recorded plat of survey. 

6 Sec. 14. Section 354.5, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code 

7 2001, is amended to read as follows: 

8 b. The beek-and-pa9e document reference number of the 
9 recorded acquisition plat. 

10 Sec. 15. Section 354.24, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

11 follows: 

12 354.24 ERRORS ON RECORDED PLATS. 

13 If an error or omission in the data shown on a recorded 

14 plat is detected by subsequent examinations or revealed by 

15 retracing the lines shown on the plat, the original surveyor 

16 or two surveyors confirming the error through independent 
17 surveys shall record an affidavit confirming that the error or 

18 omission was made. The affidavit shall describe the nature 

19 and extent of the error or omission and also describe the 

20 corrections or additions to be made to the plat and note the 

21 book-and-pa9e a document reference number of the recorded 

22 plat. The recorder shall w~~te-ae~oss-that-pa~t note on the 

23 record of the plat se-eerreeted the word "corrected", and note 

24 the book-and-pa9e document reference number of the recorded 
25 affidavit. A copy of the recorded affidavit shall be filed 

26 with the auditor and assessor. The affidavit shall raise a 

27 presumption from the date of recording that the purported 

28 facts stated in the affidavit are true, and after the lapse of 

29 three years from the date of recording the presumption shall 

30 be conclusive. 
31 Sec. 16. Section 354.26, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

32 follows: 
33 354.26 CORRECTIONS OR CHANGES TO PLATS. 

34 A vacation, correction, or replatting as provided for in 

35 this chapter, shall be recorded and an exact copy shall be 

-5-



S.F. H.F. 

1 filed with the auditor and assessor. If a governing body 

2 changes the addresses or street names shown on an official 

3 plat, notice of the change shall note the name or other 

4 designation of each official plat affected and shall be filed 

5 with the recorder, auditor, and assessor. The recorder shall 

6 note the vacation, correction, or replatting on the marq±n 

7 index and record of the official plat or upon an attachment to 

8 the official plat for that purpose. The auditor shall make 

9 the proper changes on the plats required to be kept by the 

10 auditor. 

11 Sec. 17. Section 380.11, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 380.11 CERTAIN MEASURES RECORDED. 

14 Immediately after the effective date of a measure 

15 establishing any zoning district, building lines or fire 

16 limits, the city clerk shall certify the measure and a plat 

17 showing the district, lines or limits, to the recorder of any 

18 county which contains part of the city. The county recorder 

19 shall index and record the measure and plat ±n-tne 

20 m±~eeiianeo~~-reeord-or-other-boo~-pro~±deo-for-~pee±a% 

21 reeord~7-and-~haii-±noex-the-reeoro. The city shall pay the 

22 recording fee. 

23 Sec. 18. Section 422.26, unnumbered paragraphs 4 and 5, 

24 Code 2001, are amended to read as follows: 

25 The county recorder of each county shall prepare-and keep 

26 in the recorder's office a-boo~-to-be-~nown-a~-n±ndex-of 

27 ±neome-tax-i±en~u7-~o-r~ied-a~ an index and record to show ±n 

28 appropr±ate-eoi~mn~ the following data, under the names of 

29 taxpayers, arranged alphabetically: 

30 The recorder shall endorse on each notice of lien the day, 

31 hour, and minute when received and preserve the same, and 

32 shall fortnw±th index ~a±d the notice in ~a±d the index boo~ 

33 and shall forthwith record ~a±d the lien in the manner 

34 provided for recording real estate mortgages, and the ~a±d 

35 lien shall be effective from the time of the indexing thereof 
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l of the lien. 

2 Sec. 19. Section 428A.5, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

3 follows: 

4 428A.5 EVIDENCE OF PAYMENT. 

5 The amount of tax imposed by this chapter shall be paid to 

6 the county recorder in the county where the real property is 

7 located and the amount received and the initials of the county 

8 recorder shall appear on the face of the document or 

9 instrument. ~ne-deper~me~~-o~-~eve~tte-e~d-ri~e~ee-sne%% 

10 provide-eeen-eott~~y-~eeo~de~-witn-e-deviee-to-be-ttsed-by-tne 

ll ~eeo~de~-to-evide~ee-tn±s-i~ro~met±on-o~-tne-doettme~t-o~ 

12 inst~ttme~t. The method of documentation of a transfer tax 

13 shall be approved by the department of revenue and finance. 

14 Sec. 20. Section 437A.ll, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 

15 2001, is amended to read as follows: 

16 The county recorder of each county shall prepare and keep 

17 in the recorder's office e-boo~-~o-be-~now~-es-tne-i~dex-of 

18 ~epleeeme~t-tex-%±e~s,-so-rtt%ed-es an index and record to show 

19 ±~-epp~op~±ete-eolttm~s under the names of taxpayers arranged 

20 alphabetically, all of the following: 

21 Sec. 21. Section 437A.22, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code 

22 2001, is amended to read as follows: 

23 The county recorder of each county shall prepare and keep 

24 in the recorder's office e-boo~-to-be-~~ow~-es-tne-±~dex-o~ 

25 stetew±de-p~ope~ty-tex-%ie~s,-so-~tt%ed-es an index and record 

26 to show i~-epp~op~ie~e-eo%ttm~s under the names of taxpayers 

27 arranged alphabetically, all of the following: 

28 Sec. 22. Section 558.45, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

29 follows: 

30 558.45 NOTATION OF ASSIGNMENT OR RELEASE ON INDEX. 

31 Where any mortgage, contract, or other instrument 

32 constituting an encumbrance upon real estate shall be assigned 

33 or released by a separate instrument it shall be the duty of 

34 the recorder to make a notation ±n-~ed-±~~-o~-~ne-±ndex-e~d 

35 e~oss-±ndex where stten the instrument was originally indexed, 
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1 indicating the nature of such assignment or release and the 

2 boo~-and-pa9e a document reference number of the record where 

3 the same is recorded. 

4 Sec. 23. Section 558.49, unnumbered paragraph l, Code 

5 2001, is amended to read as follows: 

6 The recorder must keep index books,-the-pa9es-o~-wh~eh-a~e 

7 so-d~¥~ded-as records to show ~n-pa~s%tet-eolttmns the 

8 following: 

9 Sec. 24. Section 558.49, subsection 6, Code 2001, is 

10 amended to read as follows: 

11 6. The book-and-ps9e document reference number where the 

12 record the~eo~ of the instrument may be found. 

13 Sec. 25. Section 558.52, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

14 follows: 

15 558.52 ALPHABETICAL ARRANGEMENT. 

16 The entries ~n-stteh-book shall show the names of the 

17 respective grantors and grantees, arranged in alphabetical 

18 order. When stteh the instrument is executed by a personal 

19 representative, guardian, referee, commissioner, receiver, 

20 sheriff, or other person acting in a representative capacity, 

21 the recorder shall enter upon the index book the name and 

22 representative capacity of each person executing the 

23 instrument and the owner of the property if disclosed the~e~n 

24 in the instrument. 

25 Sec. 26. Section 558.55, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

26 follows: 

27 558.55 FILING AND INDEXING -- CONSTRUCTIVE NOTICE. 

28 The recorder must endorse upon every instrument properly 

29 filed for record in the recorder's office, the day, hour, and 

30 minute of stteh the filing, and ~o~thw~th enter in the index 

31 book the entries required to be made-the~e~n entered, except 

32 the book-and-pa9e document reference number where the complete 

33 record will appear, and stteh the filing and indexing shall 

34 constitute constructive notice to all persons of the rights of 

35 the grantees conferred by s~eh the instruments. 
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1 Sec. 27. Section 558.59, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 558.59 FINAL RECORD. 

4 Every ~~ch instrument shall be recorded, as soon as 

5 practicable, ±~-a-~~±tab~e-boo~-to-be-~ept-by-tne-recorder-for 

6 tnat-parpo~e7 after which the recorder shall complete the 

7 entries arore~a±d-~o-a~ to show the boo~-a~d-pa9e document 

8 reference number where the record is to be found. 

9 Sec. 28. Section 566.35, subsection 2, Code 2001, is 

10 amended by striking the subsection. 

11 Sec. 29. Section 639.53, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 639.53 DESCRIPTION OF REAL ESTATE. 

14 Where real property is attached, the sheriff shall describe 

15 it with certainty to identify it, and, where the sheriff can 

16 do so, by a reference to the boo~-a~d-pa9e document reference 

17 number where the deed under which the defendant holds is 

18 recorded. 

19 Sec. 30. Section 655A.3, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 

20 2001, is amended to read as follows: 

21 a. Reasonably identify by a document reference number the 

22 mortgage and accurately describe the real estate covered. 

23 Sec. 31. Section 655A.6, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

24 follows: 

25 655A.6 REJECTION OF NOTICE. 

26 If either the mortgagor, or successor in interest of record 

27 including a contract purchaser, within thirty days of service 

28 of the notice pursuant to section 655A.3, files with the 

29 recorder of the county where the mortgaged property is 

30 located, a rejection of the notice reasonably identifying ~ 

31 document reference number the notice which is rejected 

32 together with proofs of service required under section 655A.4 

33 that the rejection has been served on the mortgagee, the 

34 notice served upon the mortgagor pursuant to section 655A.3 is 

35 of no force or effect. 
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1 Sec. 32. Section 656.2, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 

2 2001, is amended to read as follows: 

3 a. Reasonably identify the contract by a document 

4 reference number and accurately describe the real estate 

5 covered. 

6 Sec. 33. Sections 558.50, 558.51, 558.53, and 558.54, Code 

7 2001, are repealed. 

8 EXPLANATION 

9 This bill amends a number of Code sections relating to the 

10 recording of mortgage documents, liens, military veteran 

11 discharges, and other instruments with the county recorder. 

12 The amendments are proposed to remove impediments to the 

13 electronic recording of various legal instruments and improve 

14 recording procedures. 

15 Code section 68.35 is amended to substitute "document 

16 reference" for references to "book and page''. 

17 Code section 22.3 is amended to allow an authorized 

18 designee of a lawful custodian of public record to supervise 

19 the examination and copying of public records. Currently, the 

20 records are to be examined or copied under the supervision of 

21 an authorized deputy of the legal custodian. 

22 Code section 96.14 is amended to provide that the index of 

23 unemployment contribution liens in a county recorder's office 

24 does not have to be kept in a book form. 

25 Code section 331.602 is amended to strike a required 

26 notation in the margin of a corrective instrument referencing 

27 the original instrument and a corresponding notation in the 

28 margin of the original document referring to the new record. 

29 A requirement that an instrument be recorded in a book is also 

30 stricken. The amendment also strikes a requirement that a 

31 copy of a deed, bill of sale, or other transfer document which 

32 is forwarded to the director of revenue and finance must be a 

33 certified copy. 

34 Code section 331.603 is amended to strike a requirement 

35 that a recorded instrument which involves a release or 
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l assignment of a property previously recorded and reproduced in 

2 miniature shall also be reproduced in miniature. Also, in 

3 lieu of marginal entries, the recorder shall make notations on 

4 the index and the record of the original instrument. 

5 Code section 331.605A is amended to provide that the county 

6 treasurer, on behalf of the county recorder, shall establish 

7 and maintain an interest-bearing account for the fees 

8 collected by the county recorder for the purpose of collecting 

9 and maintaining public records. 

10 Code section 331.606 is amended to strike a reference to 

11 the need for a book to maintain an index. 

12 Code section 331.607 is amended to strike several 

13 references to books which a county recorder is required to 

14 keep. The term ''record" or "records" is substituted. 

15 Code section 331.608 is amended to substitute the word 

16 ''record" for "special book" and to strike a requirement that a 

17 discharge book be approved by the commission of veterans 

18 affairs. 

19 Code section 331.609 is amended to strike the requirement 

20 that a county recorder permanently attach a refiled notice to 

21 the original notice of federal lien. In lieu of the 

22 attachment, a county recorder shall make a notation on the 

23 original record referring to the refiled notice. 

24 Code section 354.1 is amended to provide that all documents 

25 presented for recording with regard to the platting and 

26 subdivision of land shall comply with the recording 

27 requirements specified for all instruments. 

28 Code section 354.5 is amended to substitute ''document 

29 reference" for references to "book and page". 

30 Code section 354.24 is amended to substitute the wording "a 

31 document reference" for references to "the book and page". If 

32 a correction to a plat is recorded, the recorder shall note 

33 the correction on the record in lieu of writing the word 

34 "corrected" across the affected part of the plat. 

35 Code section 354.26 is amended to provide that the recorder 
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1 shall note the vacation, correction, or replatting on the 

2 index and record of the official plat rather than on the 

3 margin of the plat. 

4 Code section 380.11 is amended to provide that zoning 

5 districts, building lines, or fire limits which are platted, 

6 shall be indexed and recorded without the use of books. 

7 Code sections 422.26, 437A.ll, and 437A.22 are amended to 

8 strike the term "books" in reference to records or indexes for 

9 income tax liens. Also stricken is the word "forthwith'' in 

10 reference to the recording and indexing of the liens. 

11 Code section 428A.5 is amended to strike the use of a 

12 device by the county recorder to evidence the payment of the 

13 real estate transfer tax on a transfer document. The device 

14 is replaced by a method of documentation as approved by the 

15 department of revenue and finance. 

16 Code section 558.45 is amended to strike the use of red ink 

17 for notation on indexes and reference to the book and page for 

18 a recorded instrument. 

19 Code sections 558.49, 558.52, 558.55, and 558.59 are 

20 amended to strike the reference to index books and the book 

21 and page of a recorded instrument. The terms are replaced by 

22 reference to a document reference number. 

23 Code section 566.35 is amended by striking subsection 2, 

24 which requires that the declaration of value of a real estate 

25 transfer submitted to the county recorder include the 

26 existence of any known private burial site located on the real 

27 estate. 

28 Code section 639.53 is amended to substitute ''document 

29 reference number'' for the words ''book and page". 

30 Code sections 655A.3, 655A.6, and 656.2 are amended to add 

31 a document reference number as a means of identifying a 

32 mortgage, contract, or real estate document. 

33 The bill also repeals Code sections 558.50, 558.51, 558.53, 

34 and 558.54. Code section 558.50 specifies the ruled columns 

35 and form of the index for affidavits. Code section 558.51 
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1 provides that separate index books are required for mortgages 

2 and satisfactions or releases of mortgages, descriptions of 

3 lots, land, conveyances of real estate, powers of attorney, 

4 affidavits, copies of petitions in bankruptcy, decrees of 

5 adjudication in bankruptcy, and orders approving trustee's 

6 bonds. Code section 558.53 provides for an index and record 

7 of all deeds, mortgages, and related instruments affecting 

8 lots in cities and the affected plats. Code section 558.54 

9 provides that an instrument containing descriptions of land or 

10 lots in cities, the affected plats, and other land shall be 

11 recorded in one record and charged one fee, but the record 

12 shall be indexed in the land and city lot indexes. 

13 

l' 
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SENATE FILE 372 
H-1456 

1 Amend Senate File 372, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 3, by inserting after line 10, the 
4 following: 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

"Sec. Section 331.605, Code 2001, is amended 
by adding the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 6A. A technology fee of five 
dollars for each recorded transaction for which a fee 
is paid pursuant to section 331.604. The technology 
fee shall be used exclusively for the purpose of 
implementing the requirements of chapter 554D in the 
county." 

By PETERSEN of Polk 
B-1456 FILED APRIL 9, 2001 

w;d 4-1 a- 0/ r,. II?!) 
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St:NATE FILE 372 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE COUNTY RECORDER 

RELATING TO THE RECORDING AND KEEPING OF DOCUMENTS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GEN£RAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 68.35, subsection s, Code 2001, is 

amended to read as !allows: 
5. A written statement by the sheri!! of all .oney 

received in payment of d~aqea, from who~ received, to whom 

paid, and the amount paid to each claiaant and reference to 

the application for condemnation by 8DeW-a"d-pe9e docuMent 

reference or instrument nuaber and the date the application 

was filed with the county recorder. 
Sec. 2. Section 22.3, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

follows: 

22.3 SUPERVISION. 
Such examinatlon and copying shall be done under the 

•uperviaion of the lawful custodian of the records or the 

custodian's authorized deputy designee. The lawful cuatodian 

may adopt and enforce reasonable rules regarding saeh the work 

and the protection of the records against damaQe or 

disorganization. The lawful custodian shall provide a 
suitable place for aaeh in! work, but if it ia !~practicable 

to do aaeh lh! work in the office of the lawful custodian, the 

person desiring to examine or copy shall pay any necessary 

expenses of providinq a place for saeh the work. All expenses 

of aaeh lh! work shall be paid by the person deairing to 
examine or copy. The lawful custodian m.y char9e a reasonable 

tee for the services of the lawful custodian or the 

custodian's authorized deputy designee in supervisinq the 

records during saeh the work. If copy equipment ia available 

at the office of the lawful custodian or any public records, 

senate flle 372, p. 2 

the lawful custodian shall provide any person a reasonable 

number or copies of any public record ln the custody of the 

office upon the payment of a fee. The fee for the copying 

service as deter~ined by the lawful custodian shall not exceed 

the cost of providing the service. 
Sec. 3. Section 96.14, subsection 3, unnumbered paragraphs 

3 and 4, Code 2001, are amended to read as follows: 

The county recorder of e•ch county shall prepare and keep 

in the recorder's office a-boek-te-he-~nown-as-~index-of 

ane~ployment-eont~ibation-iiena•,-ae-raled-as an index to show 

in-apprap~iate-eelaana the following data, under lhe names or 

employers, arranged alphabetically! 
The recorder shall endorse on each notice of lien the day, 

hour, and minute when received and shall ferthwt~h index said 

~notice in said~ index &oek and shall forthw~th record 

said ~ lien in the manner provided for recording real estate 

mortgages, and the aa+d lien shall be effective from the time 

of the indexing thereef of the lien. 
Sec. 4. Section 331.602, subsection 1, paragraph d, Code 

2001, is amended to read as follows: 
d. An instrument conveying an interest in real property, 

other than a mortgage, a ~ortgage release, or an assignment, 

shall contain the statement •Address tax statement:" which 

~hall be filled out with a lh! name of the taxpayer and ! 
co~plete mailing address. Each instrument conveying an 

interest in real property shall contain this statement unless 

otherwise authorized by the county recorder. 
Sec. 5. section 331.602, subsections 2 and 23, Code 2001, 

are amended to read as followst 
2. Rerecord an instrument without fee upon presentation of 

lhe ori9inal instrument by the owner if an error is made in 

recording the instru~tnt. The recorder shall also note tft-the 

mar~ift-ef Qn the new record a reference to the original record 

and tn-the-~er9in-of Qn the original record a reference to the 

book-and-paqe-ef-the new record. 
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23. Forward to the director of revenue and finance a 

eert~fied copy of any deed, bill of sale or other transfer 

which shows that it ia made or intended to take effect at or 
after the death of the person executing the inatru~ent as 

provided in section 450.81. 
Sec. 6. section 331.603, subsection 3, Code 2001, is 

a~ended to read as follows: 

3. The recorder may reproduce in miniature on a durable 

aedium any instrument to be recorded. When a recorded 

instrument involves a release or assi9nment, the separate 
instrument filed acknowledging the release or assignment shall 
be reproduced in-~inieture. In lieu of marginal entries, the 
recorder shall Make endorae~en~a-in-red-~nk notations on both 
the index and the eroes-indew-to-the-a~n~ature-inatru~enta 
where-the•iftetraMeftt•-were-or+~~na%%y-~ndewed record of the 

original instru~ent. When an official record is produced in 

miniature, a security copy shall be reproduced at the same 

time and kept outside of the courthouse. 
Sec. 7. Section 331.605A, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

2001, ia amended to read as follows: 

The recorder shall also collect a tee of one dollar for 
each recorded transaction for which a fee is paid pursuant to 
section 331.604 to be used exclusively for the purpose of 
preserving and maintaining public recorda. The treasurer, on 
behalf of the recorderL &hall establish and maintain an 

interest-bearing account into which all moneys collected 

pursuant to this section shall be deposited. The recorder 
shall use the moneys deposited in the account to produce and 

~intain public recorda that meet archival standards, and to 

enhance the technological storage, retrieval, and trana~isaion 

capabilities relat•d to archival quality records. The 
recorder may cooperate with other entities, bo&rds, and 

agencies to establish m•thods of recorda mana9ement, and 
participate in other joint ventures which further the purposes 

of this paragraph. 

...., 
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Sec. 8. Section 331.606, subsection 2, Code 2001, is 
amended to read as follows: 

2. The recorder shall also note in the index book the 
exact time of the filing of each instrument. 

Sec. 9. Section 331.607, subsections 1, 7, 8, 9, and 11, 
Code 2001, are •mended to tP.ad as follows! 

1. A record book for military discharges aa provided in 

section 331.608. 

7. Index and reeord-book• records for instrument~ 

affecting real estate as provided under chapter 558. 
B. Hoaesteed-aftd-indew-boeks An index and record of 

homesteads as provided in section 561.4. 
9, A claimant's book-in-whteh index and record for the 

notices of title intereets in land ere-indexed as provided in 
section 614.35. 

11. Other books indexes and records as provided by law. 
Sec. 10. Section 331.608, subsection 1, Code 2001, is 

amended to read as follows: 

1. The recorder shall maintain a 'peeiet-beok record in 

which, upon request, the discharge o! a veteran shall be 

recorded without char9e. ~he-diseherqe-book-sha%i-be-a 

ttn~for~-type7·kind7-and-form-eppro•ed-by-the-eo~~~~~on-of 

•eterens-affaira~ 

Sec. 11. Section 331.609, subsection 3, paragraph c, Code 
2001, is amended to read as follows: 

c. I! a refiled notice of federal lien referred to in 

para9raph "a" or any of the certificate• or notices referred 

to in para9raph "b" is presented for recording with a 

recorder, the recorder ehall per~nentiy-attaeh-the-refi%ed 

notiee-or-the-eertif~eate-to-the-ortqtnai-notiee-ef-lien-end 

sha%1 enter the refiled notice or the certificate with the 
date of recording in an alphabetical index and make a notation 

on the original record of a reference to the refiled notice or 
certificate. 

Sec. 12. Section 354.1, subsection 3, Code 2001, is 
amended to read as follows: 
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3. To provide for statewide, uniform procedures And 
standarda for the platting of land while allowing the widest 

possible latitude for cities and counties to establish and 
•nforce ord1nancea regulating the division and use of land, 

within the scope of, but not li~ited to, chapters 331, 335, 
364, 414, and this chapter. All documents presented tor 

recording pursuant to this chapter shall comply with section 

331.602, subsection 1. 
Sec. 13. Section 3S4.5, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code 

2001, la amended to read as follows: 
b. The &ook-and-peqe document reference number of the 

recorded plat of survey. 
Sec. 14. Section 354.5, subaection 2, paragraph b, Code 

2001, is amended to read as follows: 
b. The bcck-and-pa~e document reference nu~ber of the 

recorded acquisition plat. 
Sec. 15. Section 354.24, Code 2001, is a~ended to read aa 

follows: 
354.24 ERRORS ON RECORDED PLATS. 
If an error or omission in the data ahown on a recorded 

plat is detected by aubaequent examinations or revealed by 
retracing the lines shown on the plat, the ori9inal surveyor 

or two surveyors confir~in9 the error throuqh independent 
surveys shall record an affidavit confirmin9 that the error or 
omission waa made. The affidavit shall de~crib@ the nature 

and extent of the error or omission and also describe the 

corrections or additions to b• made to the plat and note the 
beok-a"d-pe~e a document reference number of the recorded 

plat. The recorder &hall wr~te-aerose-that-part note on the 
~of the plat ac-ccrreeted the word •corrected~, and note 

the bee~-a"d-paqe document reference number ot the recorded 
affidavit. A copy of the recorded affidavit shall be filed 
with the auditor and aaseaaor. The affidavit shall raise a 
presumption from the date of recording that the purported 
facts stated in the affidavit are true, and after the lapse of 
three years from the date of recording the presumption shall 

be conclusive. 
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Sec. 16. Sectlon 354.26, Code 2001, is •~ended to read as 

follows: 
354.26 CORRECTIONS OR CHANGES TO PLATS. 
A vacation, correction, or replatting as provided for in 

this chapter, shall be recorded and an exact copy shall be 
filed with the auditor and assessor. If a governing body 

changes the addresses or street names shown on an official 

plat, notice of the chanqe shall note the na~e or other 

desi9nation of each official plat affected and &hall be filed 
with the recorder, auditor, and assessor. The recorder shall 

note the vacation, correction, or replatting on the ~arqtn 
index and record of the official plat or upon an attachment to 
lhe official plat for that purpose. The auditor shall make 

thP. proper changes on the plate required to be ~epl by the 

auditor. 
sec. 17. section 380.11, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

follows: 
380.11 CERTAIN MEASURES RECORDED. 

ImMediately after the effective date of a measure 

•etablishing any zoning diatrict, build1ng lines or fire 
li~its, the city cler~ ahall certify the measure and a p:at 
showin9 the district, linea or li~its, to the recorder of any 
county which contains part of the city. The county recorder 

shall index and record the measure and plat ift-the 

atseeJtafteo~e-reeer~-er-other-book-prc•ided-fer-speeiaJ 

reeerds 1-aftd-shall-indew-the-reecrd. The city shall pay the 

recording fee. 
Sec. 18. Section 422.26, unnu~bered paragraphs 4 and 5, 

Code 2001, are amended to read as follows: 
The county recorder of each county shall prepare-and Keep 

in the recorder's office a-bcck-tc-be-hnewn-as-Mindex-of 

*neome-tax-l!ens 4 T-sc-ruied-a' ~n index and record to show tn 
spprepriate-cctaMns the following data, under the names of 

taxpayers, arranged alphabetically: 
The recorder shall endorse on each notice of lien the day, 

hour, and minute when received and preserve the same, and 
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shall fort~wit~ index sat~ 1n£ notice in sa+~ the index hoo~ 

and shall forthwith record said the lien in the manner 

provided tor recordinq real e1tate mort9a9es, and the sat~ 
lien shall be effective from the time of the indexinq thereof 

of the lien. 

Sec. 19. Section 428A.5, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

follows: 
428A.5 EVIDENCE OF PAYMENT. 
The amount of tax imposed by this chapter shall be paid to 

the county recorder in the county where the real property is 
located and the amount received and the initials at the county 
recorder ahall appear on the face of the docum@nt or 

instrument. •~e-~epartaent-ef-re•en•e-and-finanee-ahaii 

pro•ide-eaeh-eodnty-reeor~er-with-a-de•iee-to-Be-~aed-By-the 

reeorder-te-e•idenee-thia-inforaation-on-the-doedeent-or 

inatrament~ The method o! doc~entation ot a transfer tax 

shall be approved bx the department of revenue and finance. 
Sec. 20. Section 437A.ll, unnumbered paraqraph 2, Code 

2001, is amended to read aa follows: 

The county recorder of each county shall prepare and keep 

in the recorder's office a-book-to-be-known-aa-tha-tndax-of 
replaeement-tax-itensy-so-raied-as an index and record to show 

tn-appropriate-eo•a•n• under the names of taxpayers arranged 
alphabetically, all of the followinq: 

Sec. 21. Section 437A.22, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code 
2001, is amended to read as follows: 

The county recorder of each county shall prepare and keep 
in the recorder's office a-book-to-be-known-as-the-index-of 

statewide-preperty-taw-iieftsy-so-ruied-as an index and record 

to show in-appropriate-eolumn~ under the names of tax~yer& 

arranqed alphabetically, all of the followinqz 
Sec. 22. seetlon 558.45, Code 2001, is amended to read a9 

follows: 

558.45 NOTATION OF ASSIGNMENT OR RELEASE ON INDEX. 

Where any mort9a9e, contract, or other instrument 
constituting an encu~brance upon real e&tate shall be aaa19ned 

'~ 
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or released by a separate instrument it shall be the duty of 

the recorder to ~ake a notation ~ft-red-in~-on-~he-index-and 

eross-index where aaeh the instrument was originally indexed, 

indicating the nature of such assiqnsent or release and ~h~ 

book-and-pa!e a document reference number of the record where 
the sa~e is recorded. 

sec. 23. Section 558.49, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

2001, is amended to read as follows: 
The recorder Must keep index boeks7-~he-pa~es-of-whieh-are 

~o-d~•ided-aa records to show ift-paraliei-eoiamns !h! 
following: 

Sec. 24. Section 558.49, eubsection 6, Code 2001, 1s 

amended to read as follows: 

6. The Boek-and-page document reference number where the 

record thereof of the instrument may be found. 

Sec. 25. Section 558.52, Code 2001, is amended to read as 
follows: 

558.52 ALPHABETICAL ARRANGEMENT. 
The entries in-aaeh-boo• shall show the names of the 

respective grantors and grantees, arran9ed in alphabetical 

order. When adeh lh! instrument is executed by a personal 
representative, guardian, referee, commissioner, receiver, 

aherift, or other person actin9 in a representative capacity, 

the recorder ehall enter upon the index book the na~e and 
representative capacity of each person executing the 
instrument and the owner of the property if disclosed ~herein 
1n the instrument. 

Sec. 26. Section 558.55, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

follows: 

558.55 FILING AND INDEXING -- CONSTRUCTIVE NOTICE. 
The recorder must endorse upon every instrument properly 

filed for record in the recorder's office, the day, hour, and 

minute of aueh the filing, and forthwith enter in the index 

book the entries required to be aade-therein entered, except 
the boo~-and-page document reference number where the complete 

record will appear, and •aeh the filing and indexing shall 
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constitute constructive notice to all persons of the rights of 

the grantees conferred by saeh the inatru~ents. 

Sec. 27. Section 558.59, Code 2001, is a~ended to read as 

follows: 
558.59 FINAL RECORD. 

Every each instrument shall be recorded7 as aoon aa 

practicable, in-a-saitaDie-book-to-be-~e~t-hy-the-~eeo¥der-for 

that-parpese; after which the recorder shall complete the 

entries afore•atd-•o-aa to show the hook-and-peqe document 

reference number where the record is to be found. 

Sec. 28. Section 566.35, subsection 2, Code 2001, 1a 

a~ended by striking the subsection. 
Sec. 29. Section 639.53, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

tallows: 
639.53 DESCRIPTION OF REAL ESTATE. 

Where real property is attached, the sheriff ahall describe 

it with certainty to identify it, and, wher• the sheriff can 

do so, by a reference to the ~oo~-and-paqe document reference 

~ where the deed under which the defendant holds is 

recorded. 
Sec. 30. section 655A.3, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 

2001, is •~ended to read as follows: 
a. Reasonably identify by a docu•ent reference number the 

mortgage and 

Sec. 31. 

follows: 

accurately describe the real estate covered. 

Section 655A.6, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

655A.6 REJECTION OF NOTICE. 

If either the ~ortga9or, or successor in interest of record 

includin9 a contract purchaser, within thirty days of service 

of the notice pursuant to section 655A.3, files with the 

recorder of the county where the mortgaged property i5 

locat•d, a rejection of the notice reasonably identifying ~ 

document reference nu•ber the notice which is rejected 
toqether with proofs of service required under section 6SSA.4 

that the rejection has been served on the mortgaqee, the 

notice served upon the mortgagor pursuant to section 655A.3 is 

of no force or effect. 
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Sec. 32. Section 6S6.2, subaection 1, paragraph a, Code 

2001, is amended to read as follows: 

a. Reasonably identify the contract by a document 

reference number and accurately describe the real estate 

covered. 
Sec. 33. Sections 558.50, SSS.Sl, 558.S3, and SS8.~4, Code 

2001, are repealed. 
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