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Section 1. Section 148C. 4, Code Suppl enment 2001, is

amended to read as foll ows:

148C. 4 SERVI CES PERFORMED BY ASSI STANTS

1. A physician assistant may perform nedi cal services when
the services are rendered under the supervision of the
physi ci an or physicians specified in the physician assistant
license approved by the board. A trainee may perform nedical
services when the services are rendered within the scope of an
approved program For the purposes of this section, "nedica
servi ces rendered under the supervision of the physician or
physi ci ans specified in the physician assistant |icense
approved by the board" includes naking a pronouncenment of
death for a patient whose death is anticipated if the death
occurs in a licensed hospital, a |licensed health care
facility, a Medicare-certified home health agency, or a
Medi care-certified hospice programor facility, with notice of
the death to a physician and in accordance with the directions
of a physician.

2. a. Notwithstanding subsection 1, a physician assistant

licensed pursuant to this chapter or authorized to practice in

any other state who voluntarily and gratuitously, and other
than in the ordinary course of the physician assistant's

enpl oynent or practice, responds to a need for nedical care
created by an energency or a state or |ocal disaster may
render such care that the physician assistant is able to
provide w thout the supervision of the physician or physicians

specified in the physician assistant license, or under such
supervision as is available. A physician who supervises a
physi ci an assi stant providing nedical care pursuant to this
par agraph shall not be required to neet the requirenents of
section 148C. 3, subsection 4, relating to supervising
physi cian qualifications.

b. A physician assistant responding pursuant to paragraph

"a" shall not be liable for civil damages for any persona
injuries which result fromthe physician assistant's negligent

acts or omi ssions. A physician assistant shall, however, be
responsible for acts or om ssions constituting gross
negligence, or reckless, wanton, or intentional m sconduct, or

when the nedical assistance is rendered by the physician
assistant at any hospital, physician's office, or other health

care delivery facility where those services are normally
rendered. A physician who supervises a physician assistant
respondi ng pursuant to paragraph "a" shall not be liable for
civil damages for any personal injuries which result from any
acts or onissions of the physician assistant.
EXPLANATI ON

This bill provides that a physician assistant |icensed
pursuant to Code chapter 148C to perform nmedical services
under the supervision of a physician or physicians specified
in the physician assistant's license, or authorized to
practice in any other state, who voluntarily and gratuitously,
and other than in the ordinary course of enploynent or
practice, responds to a need for nedical care created by an
energency or a state or |local disaster, nay render care
wi t hout the supervision of the physician or physicians
specified in the physician assistant |icense, or under such
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supervision as is available. The bill provides that a
physi ci an who supervi ses a physician assistant providing this
enmergency nedical care shall not be required to neet the

requi renents of Code section 148C. 3, subsection 4, relating to
supervi sing physician qualifications. The bill additionally
provi des that the physician assistant shall not be liable for
civil danmages for any personal injuries which result from
negl i gent acts or omnissions, but shall be responsible for acts
or om ssions constituting gross negligence, or reckless,

want on, or intentional msconduct, or when the nedical
assistance is rendered at any hospital, physician's office, or
ot her health care delivery entity where the physician
assistant's services are normally rendered. The bill extends
the imunity fromcivil danages to a supervising physician.
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