House Study Bill 661

Bill Text
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1 Section 1. Section 256.7, subsection 21, unnumnbered
1 2 paragraph 1, Code Suppl enrent 2001, is anended to read as
1 3 follows:
1 4 Devel op and adopt rul es
—by—July—1—1099
— incorporating
5 accountability for student achievenent into the standards and
6 accreditation process described in section 256.11. The rules
7 shall provide for all of the follow ng
8 Sec. 2. Section 256.7, subsection 21, paragraph c, Code
9 Suppl ement 2001, is anmended to read as foll ows:
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c. Avrequirenment that all school districts and accredited
nonpublic schools annually report to the departnent and the
| ocal conmmunity the district-wi de progress made in attaining
student achi evenent goals on the academ c and other core
i ndicators and the district-w de progress nmade in attaining
| ocal ly established student |earning goals. The schoo
districts and accredited nonpublic schools shall denonstrate
the use of nultiple assessnent neasures in deternning student
achi evenent levels. The school districts and accredited
nonpublic schools shall also report the nunber of students who

drop out of school in the ninth through twelfth grades, by
grade |l evel ; the nunber of students who enter ninth grade but
do not graduate fromthe school or school district; and the
nunber of students who are tested using the nultiple
assessnent neasures and the percentage of students who are so
tested annually. The board shall devel op and adopt uniform
definitions that school districts and accredited nonpublic
schools shall use in reporting the data required by this
paragraph. The school districts and accredited nonpublic
schools may report on other locally determ ned factors
i nfluenci ng student achi evenent. The school districts and
accredited nonpublic schools shall also report to the loca
community their results by individual attendance center.

Sec. 3. Section 256.11, subsections 3 and 4, Code
Suppl enment 2001, are anended to read as foll ows:

3. The followi ng areas shall be taught in grades one
through six: English-language arts, social studies,
mat hemati cs, science, health, human growt h and devel opnent,
physi cal education, traffic safety, music, and visual art.
The health curriculumshall include the characteristics of
communi cabl e di seases including acquired i mune deficiency
syndronme. The science curriculumshall be scientifically
accurate. The state board as part of accreditation standards
shal | adopt curriculumdefinitions for inplenenting the
el enentary program

4. The follow ng shall be taught in grades seven and
eight: English-language arts; social studies; mathematics;
sci ence; health; human growth and devel opnment, famly
consuner, career, and technol ogy education; physica
education; nusic; and visual art. The health curricul um shal
i nclude the characteristics of sexually transmtted di seases
and acquired i mune deficiency syndrome. The science
curriculumshall be scientifically accurate. The state board
as part of accreditation standards shall adopt curricul um
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definitions for inplenenting the programin grades seven and
eight. However, this subsection shall not apply to the
teaching of famly, consuner, career, and technol ogy education
i n nonpublic school s.

Sec. 4. Section 256.11, subsection 5, paragraph a, Code
Suppl ement 2001, is anmended to read as foll ows:

a. Five units of science including physics and chem stry;
the units of physics and chem stry may be taught in alternate
years. The science curriculumshall be scientifically
accurate.

Sec. 5. Section 256.11, Code Suppl enment 2001, is anended
by adding the foll owi ng new subsecti on

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 15. "Scientifically accurate", as used in
this section, neans supported by research conducted in
compliance with accepted scientific methods; recognized as
accurate and objective by | eadi ng professional organizations
and agencies with relevant expertise in the field, which may
i nclude but shall not be linited to the Anerican coll ege of
obstetricians and gynecol ogi sts and the centers for disease
control and prevention of the United States departnent of
heal th and hunman services; or published in peer-revi ewed
publ i cati ons where appropri ate.

Sec. 6. Section 257.16, Code 2001, is amended to read as
fol |l ows:

257.16 APPROPRI ATl ONS.

1. There is appropriated each year fromthe general fund
of the state an ampunt necessary to pay the foundation aid and
suppl ementary aid under section 257.4, subsection 2.

2. Al state aids paid under this chapter, unless
otherwi se stated, shall be paid in nonthly installnments
begi nning on Septenber 15 of a budget year and ending on or
about June 15 of the budget year as deternined by the
departnment of managenent, taking into consideration the
rel ati ve budget and cash position of the state resources.

3. Al noneys received by a school district fromthe state
under this chapter shall be deposited in the general fund of
the school district, and may be used for any school genera
fund purpose.

4. Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary, if the
governor orders budget reductions in accordance with section
8.31, reductions in the appropriations provided in accordance
with this section shall be distributed on a per pupil basis.

Sec. 7. Section 260F.6, Code Supplenment 2001, is anended
by adding the foll owi ng new subsection

NEW SUBSECTION. 4. |If the departnent determnes that a
busi ness that received an advance fromthe job training fund
failed to increase its enploynent base during the time it
participated in the jobs training program the departnent
shal | establish a plan for repaynent of the principal of and
interest on the advance over a ten-year period.

Sec. 8. Section 260G 4A, subsections 2 and 3, Code
Suppl enent 2001, are anended to read as foll ows:

2. FEligibility for programjob credits shall be based on
certification of programjob positions and program job wages
by the enployer at the tinme established in the agreenent. An
anount up to ten percent of the gross program job wage as
certified by the enployer in the agreenent shall be credited
fromthe total paynment nade by an enpl oyer pursuant to section
422.16

— Except as provided in subsection 3, the enpl oyer

4 8 shall receive a credit against all wthholding taxes due by

4 9 the enployer regardl ess of whether or not the withholding from
4 10 the enployer of current programjob wages is |less than ten

4 11 percent. The enployer shall remt the amount of the credit

4 12 quarterly in the sanme manner as wi thhol di ng paynents are
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reported to the departnment of revenue and finance, to the
community college to be allocated to and when coll ected paid
into a special fund of the comunity college to pay, in part,
the programcosts. Wen the program costs have been paid, the
enpl oyer credits shall cease and any noneys received after the
program costs have been paid shall be remitted to the
treasurer of state to be deposited in the general fund of the
state.

3. The enployer shall certify to the departnment of revenue
and finance that the programjob credit is in accordance with
the agreenent and shall provide other information the
department rmay require. Notw thstanding subsection 2, if the
enpl oyer cannot certify that the business's enploynent base
increased during the tinme the business participated in the
program the business shall be ineligible to receive a program
job credit fromwi thholding in accordance with this section.

Sec. 9. Section 272.2, subsection 15, Code Suppl enent
2001, is anmended to read as foll ows:

15. Adopt rules that require specificity in witten
complaints that are filed by individuals who have persona
know edge of an alleged violation and which are accepted by
the board, provide that the jurisdictional requirenents as set
by the board in adm nistrative rule are met on the face of the
conpl aint before initiating an investigation of allegations,
provide that any investigation be limted to the allegations
contai ned on the face of the conplaint, provide for an
adequate interval between the receipt of a conplaint and
public notice of the conplaint, permt parties to a conpl aint
to nutually agree to a resolution of the conplaint filed with
the board, allow the respondent the right to review any
i nvestigative report upon a finding of probable cause for
further action by the board, require that the conduct
providing the basis for the conplaint occurred within three
years of discovery of the event by the conpl ai nant unl ess good
cause can be shown for an extension of this limtation, and
require the investigation of conplaints
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determ nati on of probable cause by the board within one
hundr ed

—eighty

— twenty days unl ess good cause can be shown for
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an extension of this limtation.

Sec. 10. Section 272.7, Code 2001, is anended to read as
foll ows:

272.7 VALID TY OF LI CENSE

1. A license issued under board authority is valid for the
period of time for which it is issued, unless the license is
suspended or revoked. A license issued by the board is valid
until the last day of the practitioner's birth nonth in the
year in which the license expires. No pernanent |icenses
shal | be issued

— Except as provided in subsection 2, a
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person enployed as a practitioner shall hold a valid |license
with an endorsenent for the type of service for which the
person is enployed. This section does not limt the duties or
powers of a school board to select or discharge practitioners
or to termnate practitioners' contracts. A professiona
devel opnent program except for a programoffered by a
practitioner preparation institution or area educati on agency
and approved by the state board of education, nust possess a
valid license for the types of prograns offered

2. The executive director of the board may grant or deny
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license applications, applications for renewal of a |icense,
and suspension or revocation of a license. A denial of an
application for a license, the denial of an application for
renewal , or a suspension or revocation of a |icense may be
appeal ed by the practitioner to the board. The executive
director of the board may waive the licensure requirenents of
this chapter for an individual who is enployed as a
superintendent for a school district with an enrollnent of
seven thousand five hundred or nore students.

3. The board may issue energency renewal or tenporary,
limted-purpose |icenses upon petition by a current or forner
practitioner. An energency renewal or a tenporary, l|imted-
purpose |license nay be issued for a period not to exceed two
years, if a petitioner denonstrates, to the satisfaction of
t he board, good cause for failure to conmply with board
requirenents for a regular |icense and provi des evidence that
the petitioner will conply with board requirenents within the
peri od of the emergency or tenporary license. Under
exceptional circunstances, an energency |icense may be renewed
by the board for one additional year. A previously unlicensed
person is not eligible for an emergency or tenporary |icense,
except that a student who is enrolled in a |licensed
practitioner preparation program nmy be issued a tenporary,
limted-purpose |license, wthout paynent of a fee, as part of
a practicumor internship program

Sec. 11. Section 422.16A, Code Suppl enent 2001, is anmended
to read as foll ows:

422.16A JOB TRAI NI NG W THHOLDI NG CERTI FI CATI ON AND
TRANSFER.

Upon the conpl etion by a business of its repaynent
obligation for a training project funded under chapter 260E
including a job training project funded under section 15A.8 or
repaid in whole or in part by the supplenmental new jobs credit
from wi t hhol di ng under section 15A. 7 or section 15.331, the
sponsoring community college shall report to the departnent of
econom ¢ devel opnent the anpbunt of wi thhol ding paid by the
busi ness to the community college during the final twelve
mont hs of wi t hhol di ng paynments and the nunber of new j obs
created by the business added to the business's enpl oynent

figures during the sanme tine period.

he busi ness

added jobs during the period, the departnent of economc
devel opnent shall notify the departnent of revenue and finance
of

amount of withholding paid by the business. The

departnent shall credit to the workforce devel opnent fund
account established in section 15.342A twenty-five percent of
that anount each quarter for a period of ten years. |If the
amount of withholding fromthe business or enployer is
insufficient, the departnent shall prorate the quarterly
anount credited to the workforce devel opnent fund account.
The maxi mum armount from all enployers which shall be
transferred to the workforce devel opnent fund account in any
year is four mllion dollars.

Sec. 12. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON STUDI ES.

1. The departnent of education shall conduct the foll ow ng
st udi es:

a. A study of average daily attendance, which shal
include a review of average daily attendance policies and
efforts fromother states and their |evels of success in
achi eving higher daily attendance figures, determ ne whether
other states are using a poverty factor to conpensate for
average daily attendance probl enms, and anal yze the neasures
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school districts and accredited nonpublic schools with
unexpectedly hi gh attendance averages are taking to positively
i nfluence attendance. The study shall be designed to gather
information that the departnent shall use in designing a
coordi nated and systematic approach that schools in this state
may use to inprove school attendance.

b. A study of contract days, which the departnent shal
conduct in consultation with the I owa association of schoo
boards, the school adm nistrators of lowa, and the Iowa state
education association. The departnent shall review the ways
school districts and accredited nonpublic schools use contract
days and define the term "contract days"; review the number of
days teachers are in class with students; and review the
nunber of contract days used for in-service, parent-teacher
conferences, and holidays. The department shall devel op
reconmendations for a statewi de definition for the term
"contract days".

2. The department shall subnmit findings and
recommendations resulting fromthe studi es conducted pursuant
to this section in a report to the senate and house standing
conmi ttees on education and the joint appropriations
subcommi ttee on education by Decenber 15, 2005

Sec. 13. STATE MANDATE FUNDI NG SPECI FI ED. I n accordance
with section 25B.2, subsection 3, the state cost of requiring
compliance with any state nmandate included in this Act shal
be paid by a school district fromstate school foundation aid
recei ved by the school district under section 257.16. This
speci fication of the paynent of the state cost shall be deened
to neet all the state funding-rel ated requirenents of section
25B. 2, subsection 3, and no additional state funding shall be
necessary for the full inplementation of this Act by and
enforcenent of this Act against all affected school districts.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill amends a nunber of Code provisions relating to
the operations of and prograns for kindergarten through grade
14 educational institutions.

The bill requires the state board of education to adopt
rules affecting the conprehensive school inprovenment plans and
reports submtted by school districts and accredited nonpublic
schools by requiring that all schools and school districts
annual ly report to the departnent and the |ocal comunity data
relating to drop-out rates, percentages of ninth through
twel fth grade students that graduate, and the nunbers and
percent ages of students tested using multiple assessnent
neasures. The state board is further required to devel op and
adopt common definitions for schools and school districts to
use when reporting the data.

The bill requires that the science curriculum provi ded by
school districts and accredited nonpublic schools nust be
scientifically accurate.

The bill requires that any across-the-board budget
reductions to state foundation aid and suppl enentary aid rmade
by the governor nust be distributed on a per pupil basis.

The bill also provides that tax credits provided to
busi nesses under the lowa industrial new jobs training Act or
the accel erated career education program Act are conditi oned
on the business's ability to provide evidence that the
busi ness increased its enploynent base during the tine it
participated in a program The bill also anends the |owa jobs
training Act to require the repaynment of any state assistance
a business received as an advance if the departnent determ nes
that a business failed to increase its enploynent base during
the tine it participated in the program The bill directs the
departnment to deposit noneys repaid into the job training
fund.

The bill pernmits the executive director of the board of
educational exam ners to waive |licensure requirenents for
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superintendents of school districts with an enrollnment of at
| east 7,500 students.

The bill strikes |anguage requiring the board of
educational examiners to resolve a conplaint filed with the
board within 180 days unl ess good cause can be shown for an
extension of the limtation. The bill replaces that
limtation with | anguage requiring the board to investigate
conmpl ai nts and determ ne probable cause within 120 days unl ess
good cause can be shown for an extension of the 120-day
limtation.

The bill directs the departnment of education to conduct two
studies. The first is a study of average daily attendance
that is to include a review of other states' policies and
efforts and their levels of success in achieving higher daily
attendance figures. The departnment is directed to analyze the
nmeasures school districts and accredited nonpublic schools
wi th unexpectedly high attendance averages are taking to
positively influence attendance. The study nust be desi gned
to gather information for use in designing a coordi nated and
systemati c approach that schools in this state may use to
i mprove school attendance. The department is also directed to
study contract days and review the ways school districts and
accredi ted nonpublic schools use contract days and to define
the term The departnment is directed to devel op
reconmendations for a statewi de definition for the term
"contract days". Reports fromboth studies nust be subnmitted
to the senate and house standing committees on education and
the joint appropriations subconmmittee on education by Decenber
15, 2005.

The bill may include a state nandate as defined in Code
section 25B.3. The bill requires that the state cost of any
state mandate included in the bill be paid by a schoo

district fromstate school foundation aid received by the
school district under Code section 257.16. The specification
is deened to constitute state conpliance with any state
mandat e fundi ng-rel ated requi rements of Code section 25B. 2.
The inclusion of this specification is intended to reinstate
the requirenment of political subdivisions to conply with any
state nmandates included in the bill
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