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1 Section 1. Section 331.652, Code 2001, is anmended by
addi ng the foll ow ng new subsecti on:

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 7A. The sheriff may appoint one or nore
civil process servers, subject to the provisions of section
331.903.

a. A person appointed by the sheriff as a civil process
server nmay, under the direction of the sheriff, execute and
return all wits and other |egal process issued to the sheriff
by | egal authority.

b. The court shall take judicial notice of a civil process
server's signature.

c. Al costs for service of wits and other |egal process
by a civil process server shall be collected in accordance
with the provisions of section 331.655.

d. Cvil process servers shall not be considered to be a
sheriff or a deputy sheriff for purposes of this chapter, or
chapter 97B or 341A

e. A civil process server shall receive forty hours of
initial training and twenty hours of annual training. Al
training shall be provided by certified peace officers who are
menbers of the lowa state sheriffs' and deputies' association.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill authorizes sheriffs to appoint civil process
servers to execute and return wits and other |egal process
issued to the sheriff by legal authority. The bill provides
that the court shall take judicial notice of a civil process
server's signature, and that the civil process server's fees
shal |l be collected as provided in Code section 331.655. The
bill further excepts civil process servers fromsheriff or
deputy sheriff status for purposes of chapter 97B, 331, or
341A. The bill also provides that a civil process server
shal | receive 40 hours of initial training and 20 hours of
annual training by certified peace officers who are nenbers of
the lowa state sheriffs' and deputies' association.
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