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1 Section 1. NEWSECTION. 427C. 14 FOREST AND FRU T TREE
| NDEMNI TY FUND CREATED USE.

1. A forest and fruit tree indemity fund is created in
the state treasury to be adninistered by the departnent of
agriculture and | and stewardship. The forest and fruit tree
i ndemmity fund shall consist of nobneys appropriated to the
indemity fund by the general assenbly or received fromthe
federal governnent. The proceeds of the forest and fruit tree
indemity fund shall be used to reinburse persons in the
busi ness of producing forest trees, fruit trees, fruit, or
nuts fromlosses incurred due to wild animals. Upon
application and investigation by the departnent of agriculture
and | and stewardship, the departnment nmay conpensate a producer
for up to sixty percent of the market val ue of the trees,
fruit, or nuts lost to wild aninmals. The departnent of
agriculture and | and stewardship shall adopt rules pursuant to
chapter 17A necessary to establish application procedures, to
establish eligibility requirenents for forest or fruit tree
producers and growers, and to provide for the assessnent of
forest, fruit tree, and related crop damages.

2. The departnment of agriculture and | and stewardship may
enter into a nmenorandum of agreenent with the United States
departnent of agriculture, animal control division, to serve
as a liaison to the departnent of agriculture and | and
stewardship for producers in this state who suffer tree crop
or related fruit danmage due to wild animals. In addition to
conpensati on authorized pursuant to subsection 1, a producer
incurring damage fromw |l d aninals may request depredation
permits fromthe departnment of natural resources pursuant to
section 481C. 2

EXPLANATI ON

This bill creates a forest and fruit tree indemity fund in
the state treasury to be adnministered by the departnent of
agriculture and | and stewardship. The forest and fruit tree
indemity fund shall consist of nobneys appropriated to the
indemity fund by the general assenbly or received fromthe
federal governnent. The proceeds of the forest and fruit tree
indemity fund shall be used to reinburse persons in the
busi ness of producing forest trees, fruit trees, fruit, or
nuts fromlosses incurred due to wild aninmals. The departnent
of agriculture and |l and stewardship shall adopt rules to
establish application procedures, eligibility requirenments for
rei mbursenent, and to provide for the assessnent of damages to
the trees and related fruit or crops.

The department of agriculture and | and stewardship nay
enter into a nenorandum of agreenent with the United States
departnent of agriculture, animal control division, to serve
as a liaison to the departnment of agriculture and | and
stewardship for producers in this state who suffer tree crop
or related fruit damage due to wild animals. In addition, a
tree producer incurring danmage fromw ld animals may request
depredation permits fromthe departnent of natural resources
to reduce the wild ani mal popul ation.
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