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1 Section 1. Section 135C 20A, subsection 1, Code 2001, is
anended to read as foll ows:

1. The departnent shall develop and utilize a report card
system for the recording of the findings of any inspection of
a health care facility. The report card shall include but is
not limted to a sunmary of the findings of the inspection,
any violation found, any enforcenent action taken including
any citations issued and penalties assessed, any actions taken
to correct violations or deficiencies, and the nature and
status of any action taken with respect to any uncorrected
violation for which a citation was issued. The findings of an
inspection shall only be nade available to the public in
accordance with the follow ng:

a. |If the health care facility is issued a citation based
upon the findings of an inspection and contests the citation
pursuant to section 135C 41, subsection 2, the findings of the
inspection shall not be nade available to the public until the
results of the informal conference pursuant to section 135C 42
are available. If the health care facility desires to further
contest an affirned or nodified citation followi ng an informnal
conference, the findings of the inspection may be nade
available to the public if the format of the report card
provides for an indication that the citation is contested.

The report card shall be updated to reflect the final action
of any contested case proceeding or judicial review of the
final action.

b. 1If the health care facility is issued a citation based
upon the findings of an inspection and initially contests the
citation pursuant to section 135C 43, subsection 1, the
findings of the inspection shall not be nade available to the
public until a final decision is rendered pursuant to section
17A.15. |If the health care facility desires to further
contest the final decision and petitions for judicial review
pursuant to section 135C 43, subsection 2, the findings of the
inspection may be nade available to the public if the format
of the report card provides for an indication that the
citation is contested. The report card shall be updated to
reflect the results of judicial review of the final action.

EXPLANATI ON
This bill provides criteria for the rel ease of findings of
an inspection of a health care facility to the public in a
report card format. The bill provides that if, follow ng an

i nspection, a health care facility is issued a citation, and
requests an informal hearing on the citation, the findings of
the inspection are not to be released to the public until the
results of the informal hearing are available, and if the
results of the informal hearing are contested, the findings of
the inspection may be nade available to the public only if the
report card format provides for an indication that the
citation is contested. The report card is to be updated to
reflect the final action of any contested case proceedi ng or
judicial review of the final agency action. The bill also
provides that if, following an i nspection, a health care
facility is issued a citation and fornally contests the
citation, the findings of the inspection are not to be

rel eased to the public until a final decision is rendered
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22 under the contested case proceeding. |If the health care

23 facility desires to further contest the final decision

24 rendered under the contested case proceeding and petitions for
25 judicial review, the findings of the inspection nmay be nade
26 available to the public if the format of the report card

27 provides for an indication that the citation is contested.

28 The report card is to be updated to reflect the results of

29 judicial review of the final agency action.
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