House Study Bill 18

Bill Text

PAG LIN

NN NNRNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNRRRRRRRRRPRREPREPRPEPRPRREPRPRRRRRRRPRREPRERREPREPRPRRERRRRRREER

1

O©CO~NOUPAWN

1 Section 1. Section 39.2, subsection 1, unnunbered
par agraph 2, Code 2001, is amended to read as foll ows:

A special election shall not be held in conjunction with
the primary election. A special election shall not be held in
conjunction with a school election unless the special election
is for a school district or conmmunity college. A specia
election shall not be held in conjunction with a regularly
schedul ed or special city primary or city runoff election.

Sec. 2. Section 39.3, Code 2001, is anended by adding the
foll owi ng new subsecti on:

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 17. "Witten" and "in witing" may
i ncl ude any node of representing words or letters in genera
use. A signature, when required by |aw, nust be nade by the
witing or markings of the person whose signature is required
If a person is unable due to a physical disability to nmake a
witten signature or mark, that person may substitute either
of the following in lieu of a signature required by | aw

a. The nane of the person with a disability witten by
anot her upon the request and in the presence of the person
with a disability.

b. A rubber stanp reproduction of the nane or facsinle of
the actual signature of the person with a disability when
adopted by that person for all purposes requiring a signature
and then only when affixed by that person or another upon the
request and in the presence of the person with a disability.

Sec. 3. NEWSECTION. 39.5 ELECTIONS AUTHORI ZED.

The commi ssioner shall conduct only el ections authorized or
required by state | aw.

Sec. 4. NEWSECTION. 39.26 CANDI DATE QUALI FI CATI ONS.

Any person seeking election to an elective office under the
laws of this state shall be an eligible elector at the tinme of
any election at which the person's nane appears on the ballot.

Sec. 5. NEWSECTION. 39.27 QUALIFI CATIONS FOR PUBLI C
OFFI CE

Any person elected to an office under the laws of this
state shall be an eligible elector. At the tine an elected
official takes office the official shall be a resident of the
state, district, county, township, city, or ward by or for
whi ch the person was elected, or in which the duties of the
office are to be exercised. An elected official shal
continue to be a resident of the state, district, county,
township, city, or ward by or for which the person was
elected, or in which the duties of the office are to be
exercised for the duration of the termof office. This
section shall not apply to United States senators or
representatives in Congress or to nenbers of the general
assenbl y.

Sec. 6. Section 43.14, Code 2001, is anended by striking
the section and inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

43.14 FORM OF NOM NATI ON PAPERS

1. Nom nation papers shall include a petition and an
affidavit of candidacy. Al nomination petitions shall be
ei ght and one-half by eleven inches in size and in
substantially the form prescribed by the state conm ssioner of
el ections. They shall include or provide spaces for the
foll owi ng i nformation:
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a. A statenent identifying the signers of the petition as
eligible electors of the appropriate county or |egislative
district and of the state.

b. The nane of the candidate nom nated by the petition.

c. For nomination petitions for candidates for the genera
assenbly, a statenment that the residence of the candidate is
within the appropriate legislative district, or if that is not
true that the candidate will reside there within sixty days
before the election. For other offices, a statenent of the
nane of the county where the candi date resides

d. The political party with which the candidate is a
regi stered voter.

e. The office sought by the candidate, including the
district nunber, if any.

f. The date of the primary election for which the
candi date i s nominated

Signatures on a petition page shall be counted only if the
required information is witten or printed at the top of the
page. Nomi nation papers on behal f of candidates for seats in
the general assenbly need only designate the nunber of the
senatorial or representative district, as appropriate, and not
the county or counties, in which the candidate and the
petitioners reside. A signature line shall not be counted if
the line |acks the signature of the eligible elector and the
signer's address and city. The person exam ning the petition
shal | mark any deficiencies on the petition and affidavit.

2. Signed nonination petitions and the signed and
notarized affidavit of candidacy shall not be altered to
correct deficiencies noted during examnation. |If the
nom nation petition lacks a sufficient nunber of acceptable
signatures, the nom nation petition shall be rejected and
shall be returned to the candidate.

The nomi nation papers shall be rejected if the affidavit
| acks any of the follow ng:

a. The candidate's nane.

b. The nane of the office sought, including the district,
if any.

c. The political party nane.

d. The signature of the candidate.

e. The signature of a notary public or other officer
enpowered to w tness oaths.

The candidate may replace a deficient affidavit with a
corrected affidavit only if the replacenent affidavit is filed
before the filing deadline. The candidate nay resubnit a
nom nation petition that has been rejected by adding a
sufficient nunber of pages or signatures to correct the
deficiency. A nomination petition and affidavit filed to
repl ace rejected nonination papers shall be filed together

35 before the deadline for filing.
1 Sec. 7. Section 43.15, subsection 4, Code 2001, is amended
2 to read as foll ows:
3 4. \When nore than one sheet is used, the sheets shall be
4 neatly arranged and securely fastened together before filing,
5 and shall be consi dered one nom nation
—paper
— petition.
4 6 Sec. 8. Section 43.27, Code 2001, is amended to read as
4 7 follows:
4 8 43.27 PRI NTING OF BALLOTS
4 9 The ballots of each political party shall be printed in
4 10 bl ack ink, on separate sheets of paper, uniformin

——color—

4 11 quality, texture, and size, with the name of the politica
4 12 party printed at the head of said ballots, which ballots shal
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be prepared by the comni ssioner in the sane nanner as for the
general election, except as in this chapter provided. The
conmi ssioner may print the ballots for each political party
using a different color for each party. |f colored paper is
used, all of the ballots for each separate party shall be
uniformin color.

Sec. 9. Section 43.45, Code 2001, is anmended by striking
the section and inserting in lieu thereof the follow ng:

43.45 CANVASS OF VOTES.

1. Upon the closing of the polls the precinct election
officials shall imediately publicly canvass the vote. The
canvass shall be conducted using the procedures established in
subsection 2 or 3, whichever is appropriate for the voting
system used in the precinct.

2. In precincts where paper ballots are used, precinct
el ection officials shall do all of the follow ng:

a. Place the ballots of the several political parties in
separate piles

b. Separately count the ballots of each party, and nake
the correct entries thereof on the tally sheets.

c. Certify to the nunber of votes cast upon the ticket of
each political party for each candi date for each office

d. Place the ballots cast on behal f of each of the parties
in separate envel opes. Seal each envel ope and pl ace the
signature of all board nmenbers of the precinct across the sea
of the envelope so that it cannot be opened w t hout breaking
t he seal.

e. On the outside of each envel ope enter the nunber of
ball ots cast by each party in the precinct and contained in
t he envel ope.

f. Seal the tally sheets and certificates of the precinct
el ection officials in an envel ope on the outside of which are
witten or printed the nanes of the several political parties
with the names of the candidates for the different offices
under their party nane, and opposite each candi date's nane
enter the nunber of votes cast for such candidate in the
precinct.

g. Enter on the envelope the total nunmber of voters of
each party who cast ballots in the precinct.

h. Conmmunicate the results in the manner required by
section 50.11, to the conm ssioner of the county in which the
polls are |l ocated, who shall remain on duty until the results
are comuni cated to the comn ssioner fromeach polling place
in the county.

3. In precincts where voting machi nes are used, precinct
election officials shall do all of the follow ng:

a. Close the machines to prevent additional voting, and
print the results for the precinct.

b. Tabulate all wite-in votes. |f necessary, add the
votes, including wite-in votes, fromall nmachines to obtain
the total nunber of votes cast in the precinct by the nenbers
of each political party for each office on the ballot.

c. Put any forns used by voters to cast wite-in votes in
an envel ope with one copy of the printed results from each
voting machine. Seal the envel ope and place the signature of
all board nenbers of the precinct across the seal of the
envel ope so that it cannot be opened wi thout breaking the
seal .

d. On the outside of the envel ope enter the nunber of
voters fromeach party in the precinct. Report the nunber of
votes cast for each office by the voters of each politica
party. A copy of the printed tape fromthe voting nmachi ne may
be used to report vote totals.

e. Comunicate the results to the comissioner in the
manner required by section 50.11. The conmi ssioner shal
remain on duty until the results are conmmunicated to the
commi ssioner fromeach polling place in the county.
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4. In precincts where electronic voting systens are used
and ballots are counted in the precinct, precinct election
officials shall do all of the follow ng:

a. Cose and secure the ballot reader to prevent the
insertion of additional ballots.

b. Print the results for the precinct.

c. Open the ballot container. Secure all ballots counted
by the vote-tabulating device. Sort the renmaining ballots by
party. Tally all wite-in votes and any other ballots not yet
counted. Record the results in the tally list.

d. Put all ballots in an envel ope or other package and
seal it. Al nenbers of the board shall sign their nanes
across the seal of the envel ope. The seal shall be placed so
that the envel ope or package cannot be opened w t hout breaking
t he seal.

5. In precincts where electronic voting systens are used
and ballots are counted at a central |ocation, precinct
election officials shall follow the procedures in section
52. 32.

Sec. 10. Section 43.48, Code 2001, is amended to read as
fol |l ows:

43.48 ELECTOR MAY ASCERTAI N VOTE CAST.

Any el ector of the county shall have the right, before the
day fixed for canvassing the returns, to ascertain the vote
cast for any candidate in any precinct in the county, as shown
on the outside of the envelope containing the tally list or on

printed reports fromvoting machines or el ectronic voting

syst ens.
Sec. 11. Section 44.4, unnunbered paragraph 1, Code 2001,

is anended to read as foll ows:

Nom nations made pursuant to this chapter and chapter 45
which are required to be filed in the office of the state
conmi ssioner shall be filed in that office not nore than
ni nety-ni ne days nor later than five p.m on the eighty-first
day before the date of the general election to be held in
Novenber. Nominations nmade for a special election called
pursuant to section 69.14 shall be filed by five p.m not |ess
than twenty-five days before the date of an election called
upon at least forty days' notice and not |ess than fourteen
days before the date of an election called upon at | east
ei ghteen days' notice. Nom nations nmade for a special
el ection called pursuant to section 69.14A shall be filed by
five p.m not l|less than

—twenty
- menty-flve days before the
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date of the election. Nom nations made pursuant to this
chapter and chapter 45 which are required to be filed in the
of fice of the conmi ssioner shall be filed in that office not
nmore than ninety-two days nor later than five p.m on the
sixty-ninth day before the date of the general election.

Nom nati ons nmade pursuant to this chapter or chapter 45 for
city office shall be filed not nmore than seventy-two days nor
later than five p.m on the forty-seventh day before the city
election with the city clerk, who shall process them as

provi ded by | aw

Sec. 12. NEWSECTION. 45.5 FORM OF NOM NATI ON PAPERS

Nomi nation papers shall include a petition and an affidavit
of candidacy. Al nonination petitions shall be eight and
one-hal f by eleven inches in size and shall be in
substantially the formprescribed by the state conm ssioner of
el ections. They shall provide spaces for the follow ng
i nformati on:

1. A statenent identifying the signers of the petition as
eligible electors of the appropriate county or |egislative
district and of the state of |owa.

2. The nane of the candidate nom nated by the petition.
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3. A statenent that the candidate is a resident of the
appropriate ward, city, county, school district, or
| egislative or other district as required by section 45.1.

4. The office sought by the candi date, including the
district nunber, if any.

5. The nane and date of the election for which the
candi date i s nominated

Signatures on a petition page shall be counted only if the
required information is witten or printed at the top of the
page. Nomination papers on behal f of candidates for seats in
the general assenbly need only designate the nunber of the
senatorial or representative district, as appropriate, and not
the county or counties, in which the candidate and the
petitioners reside. Signature lines on the nom nation
petitions shall not be counted if the line | acks the signature
of the eligible elector and the signer's address and city.
The person exam ning the petition shall nmark any deficiencies
on the petition.

The pages of the petition shall be securely fastened
together to forma single bundle. Nonmination petitions that
are not bound shall be returned w thout further examnination.
The state conmi ssioner shall prescribe by rule the acceptable
nmet hods for binding nonination petitions.

Si gned nomination petitions and the signed and notarized
affidavit of candidacy shall not be altered to correct
deficiencies noted during the exam nation. |If the nomination
petition lacks a sufficient nunber of acceptabl e signatures,
the nomi nation papers shall be rejected and returned to the
candi dat e.

The nomi nation papers shall be rejected if the affidavit
| acks any of the follow ng:

a. The candidate's nane.

b. The nane of the office sought, including the district,
if any.

c. The signature of the candidate.

d. The signature of a notary public or other officer
enpowered to w tness oaths.

The candidate may replace a deficient affidavit with a
corrected one only if the replacenent is filed before the
filing deadline. The candidate nay resubnit a nom nation
petition that has been rejected by adding a sufficient nunber
of pages or signatures to correct the deficiency. A
nom nation petition and affidavit filed to replace rejected
nom nati on papers shall be filed together before the deadline
for filing.

Sec. 13. NEWSECTION. 45.6 REQUI REMENTS I N SI GNI NG

The followi ng requirenents shall be observed in the signing
and preparation of nom nation petitions:

1. A signer may sign nomnation petitions for nore than
one candidate for the sane office, and the signature is not
invalid solely because the signer signed nomination petitions
for one or nore other candi dates for the office.

2. Each signer shall add the signer's residence, with
street and nunber.

3. Al signers, for all nom nations, of each separate part
of a nomination petition, shall reside in the appropriate
ward, city, county, school district, or legislative or other
district as required by section 45. 1.

4. \When nore than one sheet is used, the sheets shall be
neatly arranged and securely fastened together before filing,
and shall be considered one nomination petition. Nomnation
petitions which are not securely fastened together shall be
returned to the candi date or the candi date's desi gnee w t hout
exam nation. The state comm ssioner shall prescribe by rule
the acceptabl e nethods for binding nom nation petitions.

5. Only one candidate shall be petitioned for or nom nated
in the sane nom nation petition, except for the offices of
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governor and |ieutenant governor, and president and vice
presi dent.

Sec. 14. Section 48A.9, subsection 2, Code 2001, is
amended to read as foll ows:

2. The conmissioner's office shall be open fromeight a.m
until at least five p.m on the day registration closes before
each regularly schedul ed election. However, if the |ast day
to register to vote for a regularly scheduled election falls
on the day after Thanksgiving, the deadline shall be the
foll owi ng Monday.

Sec. 15. Section 48A.27, subsection 4, paragraph c,
unnunbered paragraph 2, Code 2001, is anended to read as
foll ows:

The notice shall be sent by forwardable mail, and shal
i nclude a postage paid preaddressed return card on which the
regi stered voter nay state the registered voter's current
address. The notice shall contain a statenent in
substantially the following form "Information received from
the United States postal service indicates that you are no
| onger a resident of, and therefore not eligible to vote in
(nane of county) County, lowa. |If this information is not
correct, and you still live in (name of county) County, please
complete and nmail the attached postage paid card at |east ten
days before the primary or general election and at | east
el even days before any other el ection at which you wish to
vote. |If the information is correct and you have noved
pl ease contact a local official in your new area for
assistance in registering there. If you do not mail in the
card, you nmay be required to show identification

—POVHRG—YOH-

10

30

— before being allowed to

10
10

31
32
33
34
35

vote in (nane of county) County. If you do not return the
card, and you do not vote in an election in (name of county)
County, lowa, on or before (date of second general election
followi ng the date of the notice) your name will be renpved
fromthe list of voters in that county. To ensure you receive
this notice, it is being sent to both your npbst recent
regi stration address and to your new address as reported by
the postal service."

Sec. 16. Section 48A.28, subsection 3, unnunbered
paragraph 2, Code 2001, is amended to read as foll ows:

The form and | anguage of the confirmation notice and return
card shall be specified by the state voter registration
conmmi ssion by rule.

Sec. 17. Section 48A.29, subsection 3, unnunbered
par agraph 2, Code 2001, is amended to read as foll ows:

The notice shall be sent by forwardable nmail, and shal
i nclude a postage paid preaddressed return card on which the

regi stered voter may state the registered voter's current
address. The notice shall contain a statenent in
substantially the following form "Information received by
this office indicates that you are no |onger a resident of
(residence address) in (name of county) County, lowa. |If the
information is not correct, and you still live at that

address, please conplete and nail the attached postage paid
card at |least ten days before the primary or general election
and at | east eleven days before any other election at which
you wi sh to vote. |If the information is correct, and you have
nmoved within the county, you may update your registration by
listing your new address on the card and mailing it back. |If
you have noved outside the county, please contact a | oca
official in your new area for assistance in registering there



11 27 If you do not mail in the card, you may be required to show
11 28 identification

: d A ‘
11 29

— before being allowed to vote in (nane of county)
11 30 County. |If you do not return the card, and you do not vote in
11 31 sone election in (name of county) County, |lowa, on or before
11 32 (date of second general election following the date of the
11 33 notice) your nane will be renoved fromthe |ist of registered
11 34 voters in that county."
11 35 Sec. 18. Section 48A.30, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code
12 1 2001, is anmended to read as foll ows:
12 2 a. The registered voter dies. For the purposes of this

12 3 subsection, the comr ssioner may accept as evidence of death a
12 4 notice fromthe state registrar of vital statistics forwarded
12 5 by the state registrar of voters, a witten statenent froma
12 6 menber of the registered voter's household, an obituary in a
12 7 newspaper, a witten statement froman election official, or a
12 8 notice fromthe

—cterk—ofthe—district—cowt—n

— county recorder
12 9 of the county where the registered voter died.
12 10 Sec. 19. Section 49.30, subsection 1, Code 2001, is
12 11 anmended to read as foll ows:
12 12 1. Wiere special paper ballots are used, if it is not
12 13 possible to include all offices and public neasures on a
12 14 single ballot, separate ballots may be provided for township
12 15 offices, nonpartisan offices, judges, or public nmeasures.
12 16 Sec. 20. Section 49.31, subsection 2, Code 2001, is
12 17 anended by addi ng the foll owi ng new unnunbered paragraph:
12 18 NEW UNNUVBERED PARAGRAPH. On the general election ballot
12 19 the nanmes of candidates for the nonpartisan offices listed in
12 20 section 39.21 shall be arranged by drawing lots for position.
12 21 The board of supervisors shall hold the drawing at its first
12 22 neeting followi ng the deadline for receipt of objections and
12 23 withdrawal s by candi dates for the general election.
12 24 Sec. 21. Section 49.57, subsection 4, Code 2001, is
12 25 anmended to read as foll ows:
12 26 4. On ballots that will be counted by electronic
12 27 tabul ating equi pnent, ballots shall include a voting target
12 28 next to the nanme of each candidate. The position, shape, and
12 29 size of the targets shall be appropriate for the equipnent to
12 30 be used in counting the votes. \Where paper ballots are used,
12 31 a square

, i d : . | be | : |

12 32

— may be printed at the begi nning of each
12 33 line in which the nanme of a candidate is printed, except as
12 34 ot herw se provided
12 35 Sec. 22. Section 49.64, Code 2001, is anended to read as
13 1 follows:
13 2 49. 64 NUMBER OF BALLOTS DELI VERED.
13 3 The commi ssi oner shal

——cause—ballotsof the kinrdtobe

13 4
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- a
13 13 sufficient nunber of ballots of each kind to be voted in the
13 14 precinct. |In determ ning the nunber of ballots, the
13 15 commi ssioner shall take into consideration the nunber of
13 16 active and inactive reqgistered voters in the precinct, the
13 17 nunber of people who voted in the precinct in previous sinilar
13 18 elections, the nunber of contested and uncontested races on
13 19 the ballot, public neasures appearing on the ballot, and the
13 20 local political conditions that nay affect participation in
13 21 the election.
13 22 Sec. 23. Section 49.70, Code 2001, is anended to read as
13 23 fol |l ows:
13 24 49.70 PRECI NCT ELECTI ON OFFI Cl ALS FURNI SHED | NSTRUCTI ONS.
13 25 The conmi ssioner shall cause copies of the foregoing
13 26 instructions to be printed in large, clear type, under the
13 27 headi ng of

—GCard—of

— Instructions for Voters", and shall
13 28 furnish the precinct election officials with a sufficient
13 29 nunber of such

—cards

— instructions as will enable themto
13 30 conply with section 49.71.
13 31 Sec. 24. Section 49.73, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code
13 32 2001, is anended to read as foll ows:
13 33 b. Any election conducted for a city of three thousand
13 34 five hundred or | ess population, including a local option
13 35 sales and services tax election conducted pursuant to section
14 1 422B.1. At elections conducted pursuant to chapter 422B
14 2 contiguous cities shall have the sane voting hours.
14 3 Sec. 25. Section 49.73, subsection 1, Code 2001, is
14 4 anended by adding the foll owi ng new paragraph:



14 5 NEW PARAGRAPH. e. The unincorporated area of any county
14 6 voting on a local option sales and services tax pursuant to
14 7 section 422B.1.
14 8 Sec. 26. Section 49.79, Code 2001, is amended to read as
14 9 follows:
14 10 49.79 CHALLENGES.
14 11 Any person offering to vote may be chal |l enged as
14 12 unqualified by any precinct election official or
—elector—and
14 13
—t
— registered voter. It is the duty of each official to
14 14 chall enge any person offering to vote whomthe official knows
14 15 or suspects is not duly qualified. A ballot shall be received
14 16 froma voter who is challenged, but only in accordance with
14 17 section 49.81.
14 18 Sec. 27. Section 49.81, subsection 2, unnunbered paragraph
14 19 2, Code 2001, is anended to read as foll ows:
14 20 Your qualifications as a registered voter have been
14 21 challenged for the foll owi ng reasons:
14 22 I
14 23 .
14 24 T
14 25 Your right to vote will be reviewed by the special precinct
14 26 counting board on ....... You have the right and are
14 27 encouraged to nake a witten statement and submt additiona
14 28 witten evidence to this board supporting your qualifications
14 29 as a registered voter. This witten statenent and evi dence
14 30 may be given to an election official of this precinct on
14 31 election day or nailed or delivered to the county conmi ssioner
14 32 of elections, but nust be received
— before .....
14 33 a.m/p.m on ...... at ....... If your ballot is not counted
14 34 you will receive notification of this fact.
14 35 Sec. 28. Section 49.96, Code 2001, is anended to read as
15 1 follows:
15 2 49.96 OFFICES WTH MORE THAN ONE PERSON TO BE ELECTED
15 3 Where nore than one person is to be elected to the sane
15 4 office at the sane election, and all of the candidates for
15 5 that office for whomthe voter desires to vote were nom nated
15 6 by the political party or nonparty political organization for
15 7 which the voter has marked a straight party or organization
15 8 vote, the voter need not otherw se indicate the vote for that
15 9 office. However, if a voter who has marked a straight party
15 10 or organization ticket also marks the voting targets next to
15 11 the nanes of one or nore candidates of the same party or
15 12 organization, only the votes cast separately for individua
15 13 candidates for that office shall be counted. |If the voter
15 14 wishes to vote for candi dates who were nonmi nated by different
15 15 political parties or nonparty political organizations, the
15 16 voter rnmust mark the voting target for each candidate the voter
15 17 has chosen, whether or not the voter has al so narked a
15 18 straight party or organization vote.
15 19 Sec. 29. Section 50.11, Code 2001, is amended to read as
15 20 fol |l ows:
15 21 50.11 PROCLANATI ON OF RESULT
15 22 When the canvass is conpleted one of the precinct election
15 23 officials shall publicly announce the total number of votes
15 24 received by each of the persons voted for, the office for
15 25 which the person is designated, as announced by the desi gnated
15 26 tally keepers, and the nunber of votes for, and the nunber of
15 27 votes agai nst, any proposition which shall have been submtted



15 28

to a vote of the people

———andthe
—___ A precinct election

15 29

official shall communicate

4 inf .
— the election

15 30

results by tel ephone

—or—telegraph

or in person to the

15 31 conmi ssioner who is conducting the election i mediately upon
15 32 conpl etion of the canvass
——and-the

15 33 El ection results may be transmitted electronically from

16 29
16 30
16 31
16 32
16 33
16 34
16 35
17 1
17 2
17 3
17 4
17 5
17 6
17 7
17 8
17 9

voting equipnent to the conmissioner's office only after the
precinct election officials have produced a witten report of
the election results. The devices used for the electronic
transm ssion of election results shall be approved for use by
the board of examiners pursuant to section 52.41. The state
comm ssioner of elections shall adopt rules establishing
procedures for the electronic transm ssion of election
results

The conmi ssioner shall remain on duty until such
information is comunicated to the commi ssioner from each
polling place in the comm ssioner's county.

Sec. 30. Section 50.12, Code 2001, is anended to read as
foll ows:

50.12 RETURN AND PRESERVATI ON OF BALLOTS.

I medi ately after nmaeking the proclamation, and before
separating, the board nmenmbers of each precinct in which votes
have been received by paper ballot shall enclose in an
envel ope or other container all ballots which have been
counted by them except those endorsed "Rejected as double",
"Defective", or "Cbjected to", and securely seal the envel ope
The signatures of all board nenbers of the precinct shall be
pl aced across the seal or the opening of the container so that
it cannot be opened w thout breaking the seal. The precinct
el ection officials shall return all the ballots to the
commi ssi oner, who shall carefully preserve themfor six
months. Ballots fromelections for federal offices shall be
preserved for twenty-two nonths. The seal ed packages
containing voted ballots shall be opened only for an officia
recount authorized by section 50.48, 50.49, or 50.50, for an
el ection contest held pursuant to chapters 57 through 62, or
to destroy the ballots pursuant to section 50.19.

Sec. 31. Section 50.48, subsection 2, unnunbered paragraph
1, Code 2001, is anended to read as foll ows:

The candi date requesting a recount under this section shal
post a bond, unless the abstracts prepared pursuant to section
50. 24, or section 43.49 in the case of a primary election
indicate that the difference between the total nunber of votes
cast for the apparent w nner and the total nunmber of votes
cast for the candidate requesting the recount is |ess than the
greater of fifty votes or one percent of the total nunber of
votes cast for the office or nomnation in question. If a
recount is requested for an office to which nore than one
person was elected, the vote difference calculations shall be
nmade using the difference between the nunber of votes received

by the person requesting the recount and the nunber of votes
received by the apparent wi nner who received the fewest votes.

Where votes cast for that office or nomination were canvassed
in nmore than one county, the abstracts prepared by the county
boards in all of those counties shall be totaled for purposes



of this subsection. If a bond is required, it shall be filed
with the state conm ssioner for recounts involving a state
office, including a seat in the general assenbly, or a seat in
the United States Congress, and with the comm ssioner
responsi bl e for conducting the election in all other cases,
and shall be in the foll ow ng anmount:

Sec. 32. Section 50.49, unnunbered paragraph 4, Code 2001,
is amended to read as foll ows:

The petitioners requesting the recount shall post a bond as
required by section 50.48, subsection 2. The anount of the
bond shall be one thousand dollars for a public neasure
appearing on the ballot statew de or one hundred dollars for
any other public nmeasure. |If the difference between the
affirmati ve and negative votes cast on the public nmeasure is
|l ess than the greater of fifty votes or one percent of the
total number of votes cast for and agai nst the question, a
bond is not required. L|f approval by sixty percent of the
votes cast is required for adoption of the public neasure, no
bond is required if the difference between sixty percent of
the total votes cast for and against the question and the
nunber of votes cast for the losing side is less than the
greater of fifty votes or one percent of the total nunber of
vot es cast.

Sec. 33. Section 50.50, unnunmbered paragraph 1, Code 2001,
is anended to read as follows:

The commi ssi oner who was responsi ble for conducting an
el ection may request an adm nistrative recount when the
commi ssi oner suspects that voting equi prent used in the
el ection mal functioned or that programrng errors nmay have
af fected the outconme of the election_or if the precinct
election officials report counting errors to the comm ssioner
after the conclusion of the canvass of votes in the precinct.
An adm ni strative recount shall be conducted by the board of
the special precinct established by section 53.23. Bond shal
not be required for an adm nistrative recount. The state
commi ssi oner nmay adopt rules for adninistrative recounts.

Sec. 34. Section 52.37, subsection 1, Code 2001, is
anended to read as foll ows:

1. The sealed ballot container fromeach precinct shall be
delivered to the counting center by two

——ofthe
— el ection
18 18 officials

not
19

menbers of the sane politica

party, who shall travel together in the sane vehicle and shal
have the contai ner under their immediate joint control unti
they surrender it to the conm ssioner or the commi ssioner's
designee in charge of the counting center. The conm ssioner
may designate two precinct election officials of different
political parties to collect the sealed ballot containers from
nore than one precinct to deliver to the counting center. The
commi ssi oner or designee shall, in the presence of the two
precinct election officials who delivered the container, enter
on a record kept for the purpose that the container was
received, the tine the container was received, and the
condition of the seal upon receipt.

In nonpartisan elections the election officials delivering
the ballots are not required to be nmenbers of any politica
party, or to be nenbers of different political parties.

Sec. 35. NEWSECTION. 52.41 ELECTRONI C TRANSM SSI ON OF
ELECTI ON RESULTS.

Wth the advice of the board of examiners for voting
machi nes and el ectronic voting systens, the state conm ssioner
shal | adopt by rule standards for the exam nation and testing




el ection or the general election, the conm ssioner shal
provide facilities for absentee voting in person at the

comm ssioner's office. This service shall also be provided
19 31 for other elections as soon as the ballots are ready, but in
19 32 no case shall absentee ballots be available nore than forty
19 33 days before an el ection.

19 34 Each person who wi shes to vote by absentee ballot at the
19 35 conmissioner's office shall first sign an application for a
20 1 ballot including the following information: nanme, current
20 2 address, and the election for which the ballot is requested.

19 4 of devices for the electronic transm ssion of election
19 5 results. Al voting systems which contain devices for the
19 6 electronic transm ssion of election results submtted to the
19 7 examiners for exam nation and testing after January 1, 2002,
19 8 shall conply with these standards.
19 9 Sec. 36. Section 53.8, subsection 1, Code 2001, is amended
19 10 to read as foll ows:
19 11 1. Upon receipt of an application for an absentee ball ot
19 12 and imedi ately after the absentee ballots are printed, the
19 13 conmi ssioner shall mail an absentee ballot to the applicant
19 14 within twenty-four hours, except as otherw se provided in
19 15 subsection 3. The absentee ballot shall be enclosed in an
19 16 unseal ed envel ope bearing a serial nunber and affidavit. The
19 17 absentee ball ot and unseal ed envel ope shall be enclosed in or
19 18 with a carrier envel ope which bears the same serial nunber as
19 19 the unseal ed envel ope. The absentee ballot, unseal ed
19 20 envel ope, and carrier envel ope shall be enclosed in a third
19 21 envelope to be sent to the registered voter. |[If the ball ot
19 22 cannot be folded so that all of the votes cast on the ball ot
19 23 will be hidden, the conm ssioner shall also enclose a secrecy
19 24 envelope with the absentee ballot.
19 25 Sec. 37. NEWSECTION. 53.10 ABSENTEE VOTI NG AT THE
19 26 COWM SSI ONER' S OFFI CE
19 27 Not nore than forty days before the date of the primary

28

29

30

20 3 The person may report a change of address or other information
20 4 on the person's voter registration record at that tinme. The
20 5 registered voter shall inmediately mark the ballot, enclose

20 6 the ballot in a secrecy envelope, if necessary, and seal it in
20 7 a ballot envel ope, subscribe to the affidavit on the reverse
20 8 side of the envel ope, and return the absentee ballot to the

20 9 conmissioner. The conm ssioner shall record the nunbers

20 10 appearing on the application and ballot envel ope along wth

20 11 the nane of the registered voter.

20 12 During the hours when absentee ballots are available in the
20 13 office of the conmissioner, the posting of political signs is
20 14 prohibited within thirty feet of the absentee voting site. No
20 15 el ectioneering shall be allowed within the sight or hearing of
20 16 voters at the absentee voting site.

20 17 Sec. 38. Section 53.11, unnunbered paragraph 1, Code 2001
20 18 is anmended by striking the unnunbered paragraph.

20 19 Sec. 39. Section 53.11, unnunbered paragraph 2, Code 2001
20 20 is anmended to read as foll ows:

20 21 Satellite absentee voting stations

—shal-

— may be established
20 22 throughout the cities and county at the direction of the
20 23 conmi ssi oner

—oF

— and shall be established upon receipt of a
20 24 petition signed by not |ess than one hundred eligible electors
20 25 requesting that a satellite absentee voting station be
20 26 established at a location to be described on the petition. A
20 27 satellite absentee voting station established by petition nust
20 28 be open at |east one day for a mnimmof six hours. A
20 29 satellite absentee voting station established at the direction




21

32

of the commissioner or by petition nay remain open until five
p.m on the day before the election.

Sec. 40. Section 53.11, Code 2001, is anended by adding
the foll owi ng new unnunbered paragraphs:

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Procedures for absentee voting
at satellite absentee voting stations shall be the same as
specified in section 53.10 for voting at the conm ssioner's
office. Additional procedures shall be prescribed by rule by
the state commi ssi oner

NEW UNNUVBERED PARAGRAPH. During the hours when absentee
ballots are available at a satellite absentee voting station
the posting of political signs is prohibited within thirty
feet of the satellite absentee voting station. No
el ectioneering shall be allowed within the sight or hearing of
voters at the satellite absentee voting station

Sec. 41. Section 53.18, Code 2001, is amended to read as
foll ows:

53.18 MANNER OF PRESERVI NG BALLOT AND APPLI CATI ON

Upon recei pt of the absentee ballot, the conm ssioner shal
at once record the nunber appearing on the application and
return carrier envelope and tine of receipt of such ballot and
attach the elector's application to the unopened envel ope.
Absentee ballots shall be stored in a secure place until they
are delivered to the absentee and special voters precinct
board.

Sec. 42. Section 53.19, unnunbered paragraph 3, Code 2001,
is anended to read as foll ows:

However, any registered voter who has received an absentee
ball ot and not returned it, may surrender the absentee ball ot
to the precinct officials and vote in person at the polls.

The precinct officials shall mark the uncast absentee ball ot
"void" and return it to the conm ssioner. Any registered
voter who has been sent an absentee ballot by mail but for any
reason has not received it or who has not brought the ball ot
to the polls, nay appear at the voter's precinct polling place
on el ection day and

—voter

— shal |

21

33

cast a ballot in accordance with section 49.81

21 35 Sec. 43. Section 53.30, Code 2001, is anended to read as
22 1 foll ows:
22 2 53.30 BALLOT ENVELOPE PRESERVED.
22 3 At the conclusion of each neeting of the absentee and
22 4 special voter's precinct board, the board shall securely sea
22 5 all ballots counted by themin the nmanner prescribed in
22 6 section 50.12. The ballot envel opes, including the envel ope
22 7 having the registered voter's affidavit

—thereon

—onit, the

22 8 return carrier envel ope, and secrecy envel ope bearing the




22 9 signatures of precinct election officials, as required by
22 10 section 53.23, shall be preserved. All applications for
22 11 absentee ballots, ballots rejected w thout being opened,
22 12 absentee ballot |logs, and any other docunents pertaining to
22 13 the absentee ballot process shall be preserved until such tine
22 14 as the docunents may be destroyed pursuant to section 50.19.
22 15 Sec. 44. Section 53.38, Code 2001, is anended to read as
22 16 fol | ows:
22 17 53. 38

—AEEI DA T

— WHAT CONSTI TUTES REGQ STRATI ON.
22 18 Whenever a ballot is requested pursuant to section 53.39 or
22 19 53.45 on behalf of a voter in the armed forces of the United
22 20 States, the affidavit upon the ballot envel ope of such voter,
22 21 if the voter is found to be an eligible elector of the county
22 22 to which the ballot is submtted, shall constitute a
22 23 sufficient registration under

— chapter 48A

22 24
—and—the
—_ A conpleted federal postcard registration and
22 25 federal absentee ballot request form subnitted by such
22 26 eligible elector shall also constitute a sufficient
22 27 registration under chapter 48A. The comm ssioner shall place
22 28 the voter's name on the registration record as a registered
22 29 voter, if it does not already appear there
22 30 Sec. 45. Section 53.40, unnunbered paragraph 1, Code 2001,
22 31 is anmended to read as foll ows:
22 32 A request in witing for a ballot nay be nmade by any nenber
22 33 of the armed forces of the United States who is or will be a
22 34 qualified voter on the day of the election at which the ball ot
22 35 is to be cast, at any tinme before the election. Any nmenber of
23 1 the arned forces of the United States may request ballots for
23 2 all elections to be held within a cal endar year. The request
23 3 may be nade by using the federal postcard application form and
23 4 indicating that the applicant wi shes to receive ballots for
23 5 all elections as pernmitted by state law. The county
—auditor
23 6 conmi ssioner shall send the applicant a ballot for each
23 7 election held during the cal endar year in which the
23 8 application is received. The conmissioner shall forward a
23 9 copy of the absentee ballot request to other conm ssioners who
23 10 are responsible under section 47.2, subsection 2, for
23 11 conducting elections in which the applicant is eligible to
23 12 vote.
23 13 Sec. 46. Section 57.1, subsection 2, Code 2001, is anended
23 14 by adding the follow ng new paragraph after paragraph f and
23 15 relettering the subsequent paragraphs:
23 16 NEW PARAGRAPH. g. That the public neasure or office was
23 17 not authorized or required by state law to appear on the
23 18 ballot at the election being contested.
23 19 Sec. 47. NEWSECTION. 62.5A STATEMENT OF | NTENT TO
23 20 CONTEST.
23 21 1. Wthin twenty days after the board of supervisors
23 22 declares a winner fromthe canvass of an election, the
23 23 contestant shall file with the conm ssioner a witten
23 24 statenent of intention to contest the election. [If a recount
23 25 is held for the office in question, and the recount board
23 26 finds that the wi nner was sonmeone ot her than the person
23 27 declared at the original canvass of votes, a contest may be
23 28 filed within twenty days after the board of supervisors



23 29 declares a winner fromthe recount of votes.

23 30 2. The contestant's statenent shall include the follow ng
23 31 a. The nane of the contestant and that the contestant is
23 32 qualified to hold such office

23 33 b. The nane of the incunbent.

23 34 c. The office contested.

23 35 d. The date of the election.

24 1 e. The particular causes of the contest pursuant to
24 2 section 57.1, subsection 2. |If a cause of the contest is an
24 3 allegation that illegal votes were received or that |ega
24 4 votes were rejected, a statenment shall be included setting
24 5 forth the nanes of the persons who are alleged to have voted
24 6 illegally or whose votes were rejected and the precinct where
24 7 they voted or offered to vote
24 8 f. The affidavit of the contestant, or some elector of the
24 9 county, affirmng the causes set forth are true
24 10 Sec. 48. Section 69.2, Code 2001, is anended to read as
24 11 foll ows:
24 12 69.2 WHAT CONSTI TUTES VACANCY
24 13 1. Every civil office shall be vacant if any of the
24 14 foll owi ng events occur

15

—a. Afailure to elect at the proper election, or to
24 16 appoint within the tine fixed by |Iaw, unless the incunbent
24 17 hol ds over.
24 18

—2

— b. A failure of the incunbent or hol dover officer to
24 19 qualify within the tine prescribed by | aw.
24 20

—3

— €. The incunbent ceasing to be a resident of the state,
24 21 district, county, township, city, or ward by or for which the
24 22 incunbent was el ected or appointed, or in which the duties of
24 23 the office are to be exercised. This subsection shall not
24 24 apply to appointed city officers.
24 25

—4—

— d. The resignation or death of the incunbent, or of the
24 26 officer-elect before qualifying
24 27

—5—

— e. The renoval of the incunbent from or forfeiture of,
24 28 the office, or the decision of a conmpetent tribunal declaring
24 29 the office vacant.

24 30

—6-

— f. The conviction of the incunbent of a felony, an
24 31 aggravated m sdenmeanor, or of any public offense involving the
24 32 violation of the incunbent's oath of office
24 33

—

— g. The board of supervisors declares a vacancy in an
24 34 elected county office upon finding that the county officer has
24 35 been physically absent fromthe county for sixty consecutive
25 1 days except in the case of a nedical enmergency; tenporary
25 2 active nmilitary duty; or tenporary service w th another
25 3 governnent service, agency, or departnent.
25 4



—8

- h.
25 5
25 6
25 7
25 8
25 9

The i ncunbent sinultaneously hol ding nore than one
el ective office at the sanme | evel of governnent. This

subsection does not apply to the following offices: county
agricultural extension council, soil and water conservation
district comm ssion, or regional library board of trustees.

An incunbent statew de elected official or nmenber of
the general assenbly sinultaneously hol ding nore than one
el ective office.

2. If the status of an officeholder is in question, the
entity or officer responsible for making an appointnent to
fill the vacancy shall decide whether a vacancy exists. The
appointing entity or officer may act upon its own motion. If
a petition signed by twenty-five registered voters of the
jurisdiction is received, the appointing entity or officer
shall convene within thirty days to consider whether a vacancy
exists. The appointing entity or officer shall publish notice
that a public hearing will be held to determ ne whether a
vacancy exists. The notice shall include the tine and pl ace
of the hearing and the nane of the office and the offi cehol der
whose status is in guestion. The public hearing shall be held
not less than four nor nore than fourteen days after
publication of the notice. The officer whose status is in
question shall be notified of the tinme and place of the
hearing. Notice shall be sent by certified mail and nust be
postmarked at | east fourteen days before the hearing. No
later than seven days after the public hearing, the appointing
entity or officer shall publish its decision. 1If the
appointing entity or officer decides that the office is
vacant, the publication shall state the date the vacancy
occurred and what action will be taken to fill the vacancy.

3. The officer against whomthe judgnent was rendered may
appeal to the district court no later than twenty days after
official publication of the decision. However, the appea
will not supersede the execution of the judgnent of the
appointing entity or officer, unless the party gives a bond,
with security to be approved by the district judge in a sumto
be fixed by the judge. The anpunt of the bond shall be at
| east doubl e the probable conpensation of such officer for six
nont hs, whi ch bond shall be conditioned that the officer wll
prosecute the appeal without delay, and that, if the judgnent
appealed fromis affirned, the party will pay over to the
successful party all conpensation received by the party while
in possession of the office after the judgnent appealed from
was rendered. The court shall hear the appeal in equity and

26 13 determine anew all questions arising in the case.
26 14 4. |f, upon appeal, the judgnent is affirnmed, the district
26 15 court may render judgnent upon the bond for the anpunt of
26 16 damages awarded against the appellant and the sureties on the
26 17 bond.
26 18 Sec. 49. Section 69.12, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code
26 19 2001, is anended to read as follows:
26 20 a. A vacancy shall be filled at the next pending el ection
26 21 if it occurs:
26 22 (1) Seventy-four or nore days

—priorto

— before the
26 23 election, if it is a genera

—OF—prBREy

— el ection.
26 24 (2) Fifty-two or nore days



— before the election_

26
26
26
26
26
26

25
26
27
28
29
30

if it is aregularly scheduled or special city election.
However, for those cities which may be required to hold a
primary election, the vacancy shall be filled at the next
pending election if it occurs seventy-three or nore days

before a regularly scheduled or special city election.
(3) Forty-five or nore days

— before the election,
26 31 if it is a regularly schedul ed school election

26

32

(4) Forty or nore days

—priorto
— before the election, if it
26 33 is a special election.

26

34

Sec. 50. Section 69.12, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code

26 35 2001, is anended to read as foll ows:

27 1 b. Nomi nation papers on behal f of candidates for a vacant
27 2 office to be filled pursuant to paragraph "a" of this
27 3 subsection shall be filed, in the formand nanner prescribed
27 4 by applicable law, by five

—o—+ctock

— p.m on:
27 5 (1) The final filing date for candidates filing with the

27 6 state conmi ssioner or comm ssioner, as the case may be, for a
27 7 genera

—or—priABREy
— el ection.

27

8

(2) The

— candidate filing

27 9 deadline specified in section 376.4 for regularly schedul ed or
27 10 special city election.

27

11

(3) The fortieth day

—pa—te
— before a regularly schedul ed
27 12 school election

27

13

(4) The twenty-fifth day

— before a speci al

27

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

el ection.

Sec. 51. Section 69.14A, Code 2001, is amended by adding
the foll owi ng new subsection

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 4. Notwithstandi ng subsections 1 and 2,
if a nom nation has been made at the primary election for an
office in which a vacancy has been filled by appointnment, the
office shall be filled at the next general election, and not
at any special election in the same political subdivision.

Sec. 52. Section 256.63, unnunbered paragraph 2, Code
2001, is anmended to read as foll ows:

The votes cast in the election shall be canvassed and
abstracts of the votes cast shall be pronptly certified by the
conmi ssioner to the conmi ssioner of elections who is
responsi bl e under section 47.2 for conducting el ections for

that regional library board district. |In each county whose
commi ssioner of elections is responsible under section 47.2
for conducting elections held for a regional library board

district, the county board of supervisors shall convene at
nine a.m on the third Monday or Tuesday in Novenber, canvass



27 33 the abstracts of votes cast and declare the results of the
27 34 voting. The conm ssioner shall at once issue certificates of
27 35 election to each person decl ared el ect ed.
28 1 Sec. 53. Section 256.64, Code 2001, is anended to read as
28 2 follows:
28 3 256. 64 TERMS
28 4 Regional library trustees shall take office on the first
28 5 day of January followi ng the general election and shall serve
28 6 ternms of four years. A vacancy shall be filled
—when—it—oceurs
28 7
| | . I bef | | .
_by
28 8 appointnent by the regional board for the unexpired term No
28 9 trustee shall serve on a local library board or be enpl oyed by
28 10 a library during the trustee's termof office as a regiona
28 11 library trustee
28 12 Sec. 54. Section 275.12, subsections 3 and 4, Code 2001,
28 13 are anended to read as foll ows:
28 14 3. If the petition proposes the division of the schoo
28 15 district into director districts, the boundaries of the
28 16 proposed director districts shall not be
—descri-bed—inthe
28 17

— drawn until the question is approved by

28
28
28
28
28

18
19
20
21
22

the voters. |f the question is approved by the voters, the
directors of the new school district shall draw the boundaries
of the director districts according to the standards descri bed
in section 275.23A, subsection 1. Follow ng adoption by the
school board, the plan shall be subnitted to the state

comi ssioner of elections for approval.

4. The area educati on agency board in review ng the
petition as provided in sections 275.15 and 275. 16 shal
revi ew t he proposed nmet hod of election of school directors and
may change or amend the plan in any manner, including

to specify a different nethod of electing school directors as
may be required by law, justice, equity, and the interest of
the people. |In the action, the area educati on agency board
shall follow the same procedure as is required by sections
275.15 and 275.16 for other action on the petition by the area
educati on agency board.



—rake—adiustreRt-s—as—Recessary—

29 3 Sec. 55. Section 275.25, subsection 1, unnunbered

29 4 paragraph 1, Code 2001, is anmended to read as foll ows:

29 5 If the proposition to establish a new school district

29 6 carries under the nethod provided in this chapter, the area

29 7 education agency administrator with whomthe petition was

29 8 filed shall give witten notice of a proposed date for a

29 9 special election for directors of the newly fornmed schoo

29 10 district to the conmi ssioner of elections of the county in the

29 11 district involved in the reorgani zati on which has the greatest

29 12 taxable base. The proposed date shall be as soon as possible

29 13 pursuant to section 39.2, subsections 1 and 2, and section

29 14 47.6, subsections 1 and 2, but not later than the third

29 15 Tuesday in January of the cal endar year in which the

29 16 reorgani zation takes effect. The election shall be conducted

29 17 as provided in section 277.3, and nomination petitions shal

29 18 be filed pursuant to section 277.4, except as otherw se

29 19 provided in this subsection. Nonination petitions shall be

29 20 filed with the secretary of the board of the existing schoo

29 21 district in which the candi date resides
——si-ghed—-by—not—ess

29 22

29

23

—Fed

- n

ot

| ess than twenty-ei ght days before the date set for

29 24 the special school election. The

—school-
— secretary of the

board, or the secretary's designee, shall be present in the
secretary's office until five p.m on the final day to file
the nomi nation papers. The nomi nation papers shall be
delivered to the conmm ssioner no |ater than five p.m on the
twenty-seventh day before the el ection

Sec. 56. Section 275.35, Code 2001, is anmended to read as
foll ows:

275.35 CHANGE OF METHOD OF ELECTI ONS

Any existing or hereafter created or enlarged schoo
district may change the nunber of directors to either five or
seven and may al so change its nmethod of election of schoo
directors to any nmethod authorized by section 275.12 by
submi ssion of a proposal, stating the proposed new net hod of
el ection

| " , e oy |

30

4

by the school board of such

13

district to the electors at any regular or special school
el ection. The school board shall notify the county
commi ssi oner of elections who shall publish notice of the
election in the manner provided in section 49.53. The
el ection shall be conducted pursuant to chapters 39 to 53 by
the county conmi ssioner of elections. Such proposal shall be
adopted if it is approved by a majority of the votes cast on
the proposition

Lf the proposal adopted by the voters requires the




30 14 establishnent of or change in director district boundaries,

30 15 the school board shall draw the necessary boundaries within

30 16 forty days after the date of the election. The boundaries

30 17 shall be drawn according to the requirenents of section

30 18 275.23A. Follow ng adoption by the school board, the plan

30 19 shall be subnitted to the state conm ssioner of elections for

30 20 approval

30 21 Sec. 57. Section 275.36, Code 2001, is anended to read as

30 22 fol |l ows:

30 23 275.36 SUBM SSI ON OF CHANGE TO ELECTORS

30 24 If a petition for a change in the nunber of directors or in

30 25 the nethod of election of school directors
——describirg—the

30 26

30

31

—is filed with the
30 32 school board of a school district

’ . | ;

30

33

—and—hot—ater—t-han—sixty-seven—days—before—a—+reguar—or

30

34

— pursuant to the requirenents of

30
31
31
31
31

35

section 278.2, the school board shall submit such proposition
to the voters at the regular school election or a specia
election held not later than February 1. The petition shal

be acconpanied by an affidavit as required by section 275.13.
If a proposition for a change in the nunber of directors or in
the met hod of election of school directors subnmitted to the
voters under this section is rejected, it shall not be
resubnmitted to the voters of the district in substantially the
sane formwi thin the next three years; if it is approved, no
ot her proposal may be subnitted to the voters of the district
under this section within the next six years.

If the proposal adopted by the voters requires the
establishment of or a change in director district boundaries
pursuant to section 275.12, subsection 2, paragraph "b", "c",
"d", or "e", the school board shall draw the necessary
boundaries within forty days after the date of the el ection




33

33 10
33 11
33 12

The boundaries shall be drawn according to the requirenents of

section 275.23A. Follow ng adoption by the school board, the
plan shall be submitted to the state comm ssioner of elections

for approval. The new boundaries shall becone effective on
July 1 follow ng approval

Sec. 58. Section 275.37, Code 2001, is amended to read as
foll ows:

275.37 | NCREASE I N NUMBER OF DI RECTCRS

At the next succeeding annual school election in a district
where the nunber of directors has been increased fromfive to
seven, and directors are elected at large, there shall be
elected a director to succeed each i ncunbent director whose
termis expiring in that year, and two additional directors
Upon organi zing as required by section 279.1, the newy
el ected director who received the fewest votes in the election
shal | be assigned a termof either one year or two years if
necessary in order that as nearly as possible one-third of the
menbers of the board shall be elected each year. 1f sone or
all directors are elected fromdirector districts, the board
shall assign terns appropriate for the nethod of election used

by the district.

Sec. 59. NEWSECTION. 275.37A DECREASE | N NUVBER OF
DI RECTORS

1. A change fromseven to five directors shall be effected
in adistrict at the first regular school election after
aut hori zation by the voters in the foll owi ng manner:

a. |If at the first election in the district there are
three terns expiring, one director shall be elected. At the
second election in that district, if two terns are expiring,
two directors shall be elected. At the third election in that
district, if there are two terms expiring, two directors shal
be el ect ed.

b. If at the first election there are two terns expiring,
no directors shall be elected. At the second election in that
district, if two terns are expiring, two directors shall be
elected. At the third election in that district, if there are
three terms expiring, three directors shall be elected, two
for three years and one for one year. The newly el ected
director who received the fewest votes in the election shal
be assigned a term of one year

c. |If at the first election there are two terms expiring,
no directors shall be elected. At the second election in that
district, if three terns are expiring, three directors shal
be elected, two for three years and one for two years. The
newly el ected director who received the fewest votes in the
el ection shall be assigned a termof two years. At the third
election in that district, if there are two terns expiring,
two directors shall be el ected.

2. If some or all of the directors are elected from
director districts, the board shall devise a plan to reduce
the nunber of nenbers so that as nearly as possible one-third
of the nenbers of the board shall be el ected each year and so
that each district will be continuously represented

Sec. 60. Section 275.55, unnunbered paragraph 1, Code
2001, is anmended to read as foll ows:

The board of the school district shall call a specia
election to be held not later than forty days follow ng the
date of the final hearing on the dissolution proposal. The
special election may be held at the sanme tine as the regul ar
school election. The proposition submtted to the voters
residing in the school district at the special election shal
descri be each separate area to be attached to a contiguous
school district and shall nanme the school district to which it
will be attached. In addition to the description, a map may
be included in the sunmary of the question on the ballot.

Sec. 61. NEWSECTION. 275.57 CHANG NG DI RECTOR DI STRI CT
BOUNDARI ES FOLLOW NG DI SSOLUTI ON




1. If a school district accepting attachnents of a
di ssolved district is currently divided into director
districts as provided in section 275.12, subsection 2,
paragraph "b", "c", "d", or "e", the board of directors of the
district shall draft a proposal to incorporate the newy
received territory into existing contiguous director
districts. |If the attached territory is contiguous to nore
than one director district, the board may divide the territory
and attach it to nore than one director district. |If
necessary to conply with the popul ati on equality standards
prescribed in section 275.23A, the board shall redraw the
boundaries of all director districts according to the
standards provided in section 275.23A, subsection 1,
paragraphs "a", "c", and "d".

2. A public hearing on the proposed changes to director
districts shall be held no | ater than May 15 follow ng the
dissolution. Not less than ten nor nore than twenty days
before the public hearing, the board shall publish notice of
the tine and place of the hearing.

3. The final plan for the assignment of attached |ands and
any ot her boundary changes nmade shall be adopted by resol ution
of the board. The resolution shall contain a | ega
description of the new director district boundaries and a map
of the director district boundaries changed by the resol ution.
A copy of the resolution shall be filed with the county
conmmi ssioners of elections of each county in which a portion
of the school district is |located. The resolution shall also
be filed with the state conmm ssioner of elections not |ater
than June 15. The boundary changes shall take effect upon
approval by the state conmi ssioner of elections for the next
regul ar school election, but not later than July 1.

Sec. 62. Section 277.23, Code 2001, is anended to read as
foll ows:

277.23 DI RECTORS NUMBER CHANGE

In any district including al

city of fifteen
thousand or nore population and in any district in which the
voters have authorized seven directors, the board shal
consi st of seven nenbers; in all other districts the board
shal | consist of five menbers.

A change fromfive to seven directors shall be effected in
a district at the first regular election after authorization
by the voters or when a district becones wholly or in part
within a city of fifteen thousand popul ation or nore in the
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34 28

| Co f ki i noid it Co f ¢
34 29
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— described in
34 30 section 275.37
34 31 Sec. 63. Section 278.1, subsection 8, Code 2001, is
34 32 anended to read as follows:
34 33 8. Authorize a change in the nmethod of conducting
34 34 elections or in the nunber of directors as provided in

34 35 sections 275.35 and 275.36. |If a proposition subnitted to the

35 1 voters under this subsection or subsection 7 is rejected,
35 2 may not be resubnmitted to the voters of the district in

35 3 substantially the sane formwi thin the next three years;
35 4 is approved, no other proposal may be submitted to the voters
35 5 of the district under this subsection or subsection 7 within
35 6 the next six years. The establishnment or abandonnent of
35 7 director districts or a change in the boundaries of director
35 8 districts shall be inplenented as prescribed in section
35 9 275.37
35 10 Sec. 64. Section 279.6, unnunbered paragraph 2, Code 2001,
35 11 is anended to read as foll ows:

12

—However—
— A vacancy shall be filled at the next regular

35 13 school election if a nmenber of a school board resigns fromthe

35 14 board

35 16 not later than forty-five days before the election and the
35 17 notice of resignation specifies

. | . . | |
35 18

: . mw

— an effective

—onthe

— date at the beginning
35 19 of the next termof office for elective school officials
35 20

—begins—the
—.___The president of the board shall declare the
35 21 office vacant as of




—that
— the date

—and—nom-Ration

— of the next
35 22 organizational neeting. Nomination papers shall be received
35 23 for the unexpired termof the resigning nenmber. The person
35 24 elected at the next regular school election to fill the
35 25 vacancy shall take office at the same tine and place as the
35 26 other elected school board nenbers.
35 27 Sec. 65. Section 296.3, Code 2001, is amended to read as
35 28 foll ows:
35 29 296.3 ELECTI ON CALLED.
35 30

—TFhe
— Wthin ten days of receipt of a petition filed under
35 31 section 296.2, the president of the board of directors

_ withi
35 32

| : . : L | , 2

— shal |
35 33 call a neeting of the board

—whi-ch—shall-

—._ The neeting shall be
35 34 held within thirty days after the petition was received. At
35 35 the nmeeting, the board shall call the election, fixing the
36 1 tinme of the election, which may be at the tine and pl ace of
36 2 holding the regul ar school election

——uhless
—.  However, if the

36 3 board determnines by unani mous vote that the proposition or

36 4 propositions requested by a petition to be subnmitted at an

36 5 election are grossly unrealistic or contrary to the needs of

36 6 the school district, no election shall be called. If nore

36 7 than one petition has been received by the tine the board

36 8 neets to consider the petition triggering the neeting, the
9

board shall act upon the petitions in the order they were
36 10 received at the neeting called to consider the initial

36 11 petition. The decision of the board nmay be appealed to the
36 12 state board of education as provided in chapter 290. The

36 13 president shall notify the county comm ssioner of elections of
36 14 the tinme of the election.

36 15 Sec. 66. Section 331.207, subsection 2, Code 2001, is

36 16 anended to read as foll ows:

36 17 2. The petition shall be filed with the

— county
36 18 conmmi ssi oner by

— an _odd-
36 19 nunbered year, subject to subsection 5. The special election
36 20 shall be held

—at—-east—onre—hundred—days—before—the—prrary
36 21
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— within sixty days after the day the petition was

36
36
36
36
36

22
23
24
25
26

received. Notice of the special election shall be published
once each week for three successive weeks in an officia
newspaper of the county, shall state the representation plans
to be submitted to the electors, and shall state the date of
the special election which shall be held not less than five
nor nore than twenty days fromthe date of |ast publication.

Sec. 67. Section 331.207, Code 2001, is anmended by adding
the foll owi ng new subsection

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 4A. If the plan adopted by a plurality of
the ballots cast in the special election represents a change
fromplan "one" to plan "tw" or "three", or fromplan "two"
to plan "three", as each plan is defined in section 331. 206,
the tenporary county redistricting conm ssion shall divide the
county into districts as provided in sections 331.209 and
331.210. The plan shall be conpleted not |ater than Septenber
15 following the special election and shall be submtted to
the state conmi ssioner of elections. The plan shall becone
effective January 1.

Sec. 68. Section 331.651, subsection 1, unnunbered
paragraph 1, Code 2001, is amended to read as foll ows:

The office of sheriff is an elective office

—exeepi—ithat-

57 8 However, if a vacancy occurs in the office, the first deputy
37 9 shall assume the office after qualifying as provided in this
37 10 section

—and
The first deputy shall hold the office until a

11
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successor is appointed or elected to the unexpired term as
provided in chapter 69. |If a sheriff is suspended from
office, the district court nmay appoint a sheriff until a
tenporary appointnent is made by the board as provided in
section 66.19.

Sec. 69. Section 336.2, unnunbered paragraphs 3, 4, and 5,
Code 2001, are anended to read as foll ows:

The board of supervisors of each county containing area
within the proposed district shall subnmit the

L

37 20 gquestion to the registered voters within their respective
37 21 counties at

—aRy
— the next genera

—OF—pFBREY
— el ection

—pavi-ded

37

22

L d .
The petition shall be filed not |ess

37 23 than

Forty
— eighty-two days
: o £ili f 1 -



37 24 before the election.
37 25 A county library district shall be established, if a
37 26 mpjority of the electors voting on the

—propoesition

— question
37 27 and residing outside of cities maintaining a free public
37 28 library favor it.
37 29 The result of the election within cities maintaining a free
37 30 public library shall be considered separately, and no city
37 31 shall be included within the county library district unless a
37 32 mpjority of its electors, voting on the

-
— gquestion,
37 33 favor its inclusion. |In such cases the boundaries of an
37 34 established district may vary fromthose of the proposed
37 35 district.
38 1 Sec. 70. Section 336.16, unnunbered paragraph 4, Code

38 2 2001, is anended to read as foll ows:
38 3 A county library district may be terminated if a mgjority
38 4 of the electors of the unincorporated area of the county and
38 5 the cities included in the county library district voting on
38 6 the issue favor the term nation. The election shall be held
38 7 upon notion of the board of supervisors and sinultaneously
38 8 with a

— PRy

— genera

- br ot her county election. |If the

38 9 vote favors termination, the term nation shall be effective on
38 10 the succeeding July 1.

38 11 Sec. 71. Section 336.18, subsection 2, Code 2001, is

38 12 anended to read as foll ows:

38 13 2. a. Contracts shall provide for the anpbunt to be

38 14 contributed. They may, by mutual consent of the contracting
38 15 parties, be terninated at any tinme. They may al so be

38 16 terminated by a mgjority of the voters represented by either
38 17 of the contracting parties, voting on

-
— the
38 18 guestion to ternminate which shall be subnitted by the
38 19 governing body upon a witten petition of qualified voters in
38 20 a nunber not | ess than five percent of those who voted in the
38 21 area for president of the United States or governor at the
38 22 | ast general election.

38 23 b. The

-
— question may be subnmitted at any
38 24 election provided by I aw which covers the area of the unit
38 25 seeking to terminate the contract. The petition shall be
38 26 presented to the governing body not |ess than

—Farty

— ten days
38 27 before the last day candidates may file nom nation petitions
38 28 for the election at which the question is to be submtted.
38 29 Sec. 72. Section 336.18, subsection 4, paragraphs a, b,
38 30 and c, Code 2001, are anended to read as follows:
38 31 a. Qualified electors of that part of any county outside
38 32 of cities in a nunber of not l|ess than twenty-five percent of
38 33 those in the area who voted for president of the United States
38 34 or governor at the last general election nmay petition the




38 35 board of supervisors to submt the

-
— guestion of
39 1 requiring the board to provide library service for them and
39 2 their area by contract as provided by this section.
39 3 b. The board of supervisors shall submt the

L

39 4 question to the voters of the county residing outside of
39 5 cities at the next general election

——pRy—or—general—
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—.  The petition shall be
39 7 filed not |ess than
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39 8 the last day candidates may file nonination petitions for the
39 9 election at which the question is to be submtted.

39 10 c. If amjority of those voting upon the

—propoesition
39 11 question favors it, the board of supervisors shall within
39 12 thirty days appoint a board of library trustees fromresidents
39 13 of the petitioning area. Vacancies shall be filled by the
39 14 board.
39 15 Sec. 73. Section 346.27, subsection 10, Code 2001, is
39 16 anended to read as foll ows:
39 17 10. After the incorporation of an authority, and before
39 18 the sale of any issue of revenue bonds, except refunding
39 19 bonds, the authority shal

39 22

—PUpose—
— decide the question of whether

—ah
— the authority shall
39 23 issue and sell revenue bonds

—.  The ballot shall state
39 24 the anount

- bf the bonds and the purposes for which
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39 25 the authority is incorporated. Registered voters of the city
39 26 and the unincorporated area of the county shall be entitled to
39 27 vote on the guestion. The question may be subnmitted at a

39 28 general election or at a special election. An affirmative

39 29 vote of a mpjority of the votes cast on the

-
39 30 question is required to authorize the issuance and sal e of
39 31 revenue bonds.

39 32 PARAGRAPH DI VI DED

—A
— ln addition to the notice required by

39 33 section 49.53, a notice of the election shall be published

39 34 once each week for at |east two weeks in sone newspaper

39 35 published in the county stating the date of the election, the
40 1 hours the polls will be open, and a copy of the question.

—Fhe

40 2

40 5 authority shall call this election with the concurrence of
40 6 both incorporating units

—._ The

40 9 election shall be conducted by the comni ssioner in accordance

40 10 with the provisions of chapters 49 and 50.

40 11 Sec. 74. Section 346.27, subsection 25, Code 2001, is
40 12 amended to read as foll ows:

40 13 25. Wen all bonds issued by an authority have been

40 14 retired, the authority nmay convey the title to the property
40 15 owned by the authority to the incorporating units in

40 16 accordance with the provisions

—therefor
— contained in the
40 17 articles of incorporation

oL - __nona

— If no articles of
40 18 incorporation exist, the conveyance nmay be made in accordance
40 19 with any agreenent adopted by the respective governi ng bodi es
40 20 of the incorporating units, and the authority.
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PARAGRAPH DI VI DED. The

o
— guestion of whether a
40 22 conveyance shall be nmade shall be submitted to the

—legal

40 23 registered voters of the city and the unincorporated area of
40 24 the county

utitiz | . | dod ¢

40

25

—bonrd—i-ssues—and—an

An affirmative vote equal to at least a

40 26 najority of the total votes cast on the

-
— question
40 27 shall be required to authorize the conveyance. |If the

40

28

-
— question does not carry, the authority shal

40
40
40

29
30

continue to operate, naintain, and nanage the buil ding under a
| ease arrangenent with the incorporating units.

Sec. 75. Section 372.9, subsection 2, Code 2001, is
amended to read as foll ows:

2. \Wen a charter is filed, the council and mayor shal
notify the county conm ssioner of elections to publish notice
containing the full text of the proposed hone rule charter, a
description of any other form of governnment being presented to
the voters, and the date of the election, and to conduct the
el ection. The notice shall be published at |east twice in the
manner provided in section 362.3, except that the publications
must occur within sixty days of the filing of the hone rule
charter, with a two-week interval between each publication.
The council shall provide copies of a proposed charter for
public distribution by the city clerk.

Sec. 76. Section 372.13, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code
2001, is amended to read as foll ows:

b. By a special election held to fill the office for the
remai ni ng bal ance of the unexpired term |If the council opts
for a special election or a valid petition is filed under
paragraph "a", the special election may be held concurrently
with any pending el ection as provided by section 69.12 if by
so doing the vacancy will be filled not nore than ninety days
after it occurs. Qherwi se, a special election to fill the
office shall be called at the earliest practicable date. |If
there are concurrent vacancies on the council and the
remai ni ng council menbers do not constitute a quorum of the
full menmbership, a special election shall be called at the
earliest practicable date. The council shall give the county
commi ssioner at |east sixty days' witten notice of the date
chosen for the special election. The council of a city where
a primary election may be required shall give the county
conmi ssioner at least eighty-five days' witten notice of the
date chosen for the special election. A special election held
under this subsection is subject to sections 376.4 through
376. 11, but the dates for actions in relation to the specia
el ection shall be calculated with regard to the date for which
the special election is called.

Sec. 77. Section 376.2, unnunbered paragraph 2, Code 2001,
is anended to read as follows:

Except as otherw se provided by state law or the city
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charter, terns for elective offices are two years. However,
the termof an elective office may be changed to two or four
years by petition and election. Upon receipt of a valid
petition as defined in section 362.4, requesting that the term
of an elective office be changed, the council shall submt the
question at a special city election to be held within sixty
days after the petition is received. The special election
shall be held nore than ninety days before the regular city
election if the change shall go into effect at the next
regular city election. |If a mpjority of the persons voting at
the special election approves the changed term it becones
effective at the beginning of the termfollow ng the next
regular city election. |If a majority does not approve the
changed term the council shall not subnmit the sane proposa
to the voters within the next four years

Sec. 78. Section 376.6, unnunbered paragraph 2, Code 2001,
is anended to read as foll ows:

Each city clerk shall certify to the conm ssioner of
el ections responsi bl e under section 47.2 for conducting
elections for that city the type of nonination process to be
used for the city no later than

—Sev-eRty-—seven
— ninety days
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before the date of the regular city election. |If the city has
by ordi nance chosen a runoff election or has chosen to have
nom nati ons made in the nanner provided by chapter 44 or 45,
or has repeal ed nom nati on provisions under those sections in
preference for the primary el ection nethod, a copy of the city
ordi nance shall be attached. No changes in the nethod of

nom nation to be used in a city shall be nade after the clerk
has filed the certification with the conmm ssioner, unless the
change will not take effect until after the next regular city
el ection.

Sec. 79. Section 422A.1, unnunbered paragraph 3, Code
2001, is anmended to read as foll ows:

A city or county shall inpose a hotel and notel tax or
increase the tax rate, only after an election at which a
majority of those voting on the question favors inposition or
i ncrease. However, a hotel and notel tax shall not be
repeal ed or reduced in rate if obligations are outstanding
whi ch are payabl e as provided in section 422A. 2, unless funds
sufficient to pay the principal, interest, and premum if
any, on the outstanding obligations at and prior to maturity
have been properly set aside and pl edged for that purpose.
The el ection shall be held at the time of

regular city election or the county's general election or at
the tine of a special election

Sec. 80. Sections 62.5 and 62.8, Code 2001, are repeal ed.

Sec. 81. EFFECTIVE AND APPLI CABI LI TY DATES. The sections
of this Act amendi ng Code section 43.14 and enacting Code
sections 45.5 and 45.6 take effect January 1, 2002, and apply
to elections held on or after that date.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill nmakes a nunber of changes to the election | aws of
| owa.

Code section 39.2 is anended to prohibit hol ding other
elections at the sane tine as a city primary or runoff
el ections.

Code section 39.3 is amended to add new subsection 17,
defining the ternms "witten" and "in witing" for purposes of
el ection | aw

New Code section 39.5 authorizes the comi ssioner to
conduct only elections that are required or allowed by state




statute, thereby ruling out straw polls, public opinion polls,
nonbi ndi ng referenda, and other unauthorized el ections from
bei ng conducted as official elections.

Code section 39.26 is amended to require all candidates for
public office to be eligible electors at the tinme of election.

Code section 39.27 is anended to require all elected
officials, except nenbers of the general assenbly, United
States senators, and United States representatives, to be
eligible electors and residents of the jurisdiction they are
el ected to represent.

Code sections 43.14 and 43.15 are anended to renmove from
the Code archaic and repetitive | anguage currently required to
appear on nomi nation petitions and provides that the state
commi ssi oner shall prescribe the formfor the petition,
listing the information that nust be included. Standards for
eval uati ng nom nation papers are al so expanded to incorporate
current practices in the state conm ssioner's office. The
amendnent to Code section 43.14 takes effect January 1, 2002
and applies to elections held on or after that date.

Code section 43.27 is amended to permt the county
commi ssi oner of elections to code ballots by color for the
primary el ection.

Code section 43.45 is anended to provi de canvass procedures
for each type of voting systemin use in the state.

Code section 43.48 is anended to add voting system
printouts to the information required to be available to the
public during the time period between the primary el ection and
the county canvass of votes

Code section 44.4 is anmended to conformthis section to
other filing deadlines for the same el ection

Code sections 45.5 and 45.6 are anended to provide specific
requirenents for the formof nomination petitions and
standards for their review and rejection. These are simlar
to the requirenents of Code chapter 43 for prinary el ections.
These changes take effect January 1, 2002, and apply to
el ections held on or after that date.

Code sections 48A. 27 and 48A. 29 are anended to require that
voters show a formof identification to prove identity, rather
than to prove residence.

Code section 48A.28 is anended to specify that the form and
| anguage of a voter registration confirmation notice shall be
prescribed by rule.

Code section 48A. 30, pertaining to proof of death for
pur poses of canceling voter registration, is anmended to
correspond with a prior change in the | aw whi ch nmade county
recorders responsible for maintaining records of deaths in the
county.

Code section 49.30 is amended to all ow separate ballots for
township offices in precincts using electronic voting systens.

Code section 49.31 is anmended to require that the position
of nanmes of candi dates for nonpartisan offices on the genera
el ection ballot be drawn by |ot.

Code section 49.57 is anmended to renove the size
specifications for the voting target on paper ballots.

Code section 49.64 is anmended to renove the nmathenmati cal
formula for calculating the nunber of ballots to be delivered
to polling places for primary and general elections. The
section is anended to pernit the conm ssioner to nake the
deci si on based upon voter registration figures, previous
turnout, the content of the ballot, and other |ocal politica
condi tions.

Code section 49.70 is anmended to change the title of the
instructions posted in the polling places from"Card of
Instructions" to "Instructions for Voters".

Code section 49.73 is anmended to permt the comm ssioner to
shorten voting hours for cities under 3,500 popul ation and for
the unincorporated areas voting on | ocal option sales tax



el ections. The amendnent to the section also provides that
contiguous cities voting on a |l ocal option sales tax shal
have the sane hours.

Code section 49.79 is anended to specify that a registered
voter, rather than an elector, may challenge a voter as
unqual i fi ed.

Code section 49.81 changes the formof the notice issued to
a chall enged voter to provide for the fact that not al
meetings of the special precinct board will convene at the
sane tine.

Code section 49.96 is amended to provide that if a voter
mar ks a straight party or organization ticket and al so marks
the voting targets next to the names of one or nore candi dates
of the sane party or organization, only the votes cast
separately for individual candi dates shall be counted

Code section 50.11 is anended to provide for electronic
transm ssion of election results fromthe precinct to the
courthouse. The anmendnent to the section also requires the
state conmi ssioner of elections to adopt rules and the board
of exami ners to approve the transm ssion devices.

Code section 50.12 is anmended to explicitly state that
seal ed bal | ot packages may not be opened except for a recount,
el ection contest, or to destroy the ballots.

Code section 50.49 is anmended to provide a fornula for
recount bond cal cul ati ons for public nmeasure el ections
requiring 60 percent approval.

Code section 50.50 is anmended to add counting errors
reported by the precinct election officials to the reasons for
calling for an administrative recount.

Code section 52.37 is anended to allow two couriers to pick
up ballots for central county precincts. The two couriers
must be of two different political parties. That section is
al so anended to provide that, in nonpartisan elections,
precinct election officials are not required to be nenbers of
any political party or of different political parties.

New Code section 52.41 is enacted to provide that al
devices for the electronic transmi ssion of election results
submitted for exam nation after January 1, 2002, be approved
by the state comissioner with the advice of the board of
exam ners for voting nachines and el ectronic voting systens.

Code section 53.8 is anended to require the inclusion of
secrecy envel opes with absentee ballots delivered to voters
unl ess the ballot can be folded to conceal all of the voter's
mar ks.

New Code section 53.10 is enacted to separate those Code
provi sions providing for absentee voting in the county
commi ssioner's office fromthe provisions for satellite
absentee voting in Code section 53.11. The new section
prohi bits el ectioneering within 30 feet of the courthouse
during absentee voting. This prohibition currently applies
only to satellite absentee voting stations. The bill nakes
correspondi ng anendnents to Code section 53.11.

Code section 53.18 is anended to nake a conplete reference
to the absentee and special voters precinct board.

Code section 53.19 is anended to renove the requirenent
that a voter who requested, but did not receive, an absentee
bal | ot sign an affidavit to that effect before being all owed
to cast a special ballot.

Code section 53.30 is anended to provide that the absentee
and special voters precinct board nust seal the ballots after
counting, and specifies that all envel opes and ot her docunents
must be preserved.

Code section 53.38 is anended to permt the federa
postcard registration and absentee ballot request formto be
used as a voter registration formin lowa. Currently, nenbers
of the mlitary and lowa citizens who are overseas register to
vote when they cast absentee ballots. This would permt the



commi ssioner to add these voters to the registration rolls
before the election, if sufficient information was supplied on
the federal postcard registration and absentee ball ot request
form Mlitary and overseas voters may request ballots for

all elections held in a cal endar year.

Code section 53.40 is anended to require the conm ssioner
of the overseas voter's residence to forward a copy of a
voter's request for an absentee ballot to any other
conmi ssi oner who may conduct an el ection in which the person
is qualified to vote.

Code section 57.1 is amended to add to the |ist of grounds
for contesting an election that the question or office was not
aut horized or required by law to be voted upon at the el ection
i n question.

Code sections 62.5 and 62.8, relating to the requirenents
for filing a statement to contest an election, are repeal ed
and replaced with new Code section 62.5A. The new section
al so provides that the deadline for contesting an election if
a recount changes the result is 20 days after the w nner of
the recount is declared.

Code section 69.2 is amended to provide a nmethod for
determ ning and declaring a vacancy in a | ocal appointive or
el ective office.

Code section 69.12 is anmended to prohibit vacancies in
office being filled at the primary election. Oher provisions
of the Code specify that partisan offices are filled at the
general election or at special elections. The section is also
amended to correct an internal reference in the Code relating
to the candidate filing deadlines for city offices in cities
with a primary el ection

Code section 69.14A is anended to prohibit filling a
vacancy in a county office at a special election held between
the primary and the general election if a nomination to fill
that office was made at the primary el ection

Code section 256.63 is anended to permt counties to
canvass regional library board elections at regular neetings
of the board of supervisors

Code section 256.64 is anended to renmpbve a requirement that
vacanci es on regional library boards nay only be filled by
election if the vacancy occurs |ess than 90 days before the
el ection. The amendnent requires all vacancies to be filled
by appoi nt nent.

Code section 275.12 is anended to require that the director
district boundaries, if districts are drawn, of a newy forned
or reorgani zed school district be drawn after the el ection
maki ng the changes. Current |aw provides that citizen
petitioners shall draw the director district boundaries.

Code section 275.25 is amended to nake the candi date
nom nati on petition requirenent of new school districts the
sane as for established school districts.

Code sections 275.35 and 275. 36 are anended to renove the
questi on of approval of director district boundaries fromthe
el ection or the question of whether a school district should
change its nmethod of electing directors. The amendnent
requires director or district boundaries be drawn or redrawn
after the election approving the change in boundaries. The
section is also amended to require approval of the new
boundari es by the state conmm ssi oner.

Code section 275.37 is anended, and Code section 275.37A is
enacted, to provide a process for the transition fromfive
school board nenbers to seven and from seven school board
menmbers to five

Code section 275.55 is anended to allow the commi ssioner to
include with the sunmary of the question on the ballot a map
showi ng the new school district boundaries of school districts
to which portions of a dissolved district are to be attached
i f approved at the el ection.



New Code section 275.57 is enacted to provide a process for
attachnment of territory received by a school district when an
adj acent school district dissolves.

Code sections 277.23 and 278.1 are anmended to make the
provi sions of Code section 275.37 relating to inplenentation
of a change to increase the nunmber of director districts
applicable to all changes increasing the nmenbership of schoo
boar ds.

Code section 277.23 is also anended to require that a
school district with all of a city with popul ation of 15,000
or nore located in the district nust have seven directors on
the board. Current |aw requires seven directors if only a
part of a city with population of 15,000 or nore is located in
the district.

Code section 279.6 is anended to provide that the deadline
for subm ssion of a resignation if the office is to appear on
the ballot at the next regular school election is not |ater
than 45 days before the el ection.

Code section 296.3 is anmended to require that, within 10
days after receiving a petition for a bond el ection, the
presi dent of the school board call a neeting of the board to
set an election date. The section is also amended to require
that the neeting be held within 30 days of receipt of the
petition. |If nmore than one petition is received, the board
nmust consider themin the order they were received.

Code section 331.207 is anended to revise the schedule for
speci al elections to change the nethod of electing nenbers of
the county board of supervisors. The anendnment requires that
the petition be filed by June 1, that the el ection be held
within 60 days after filing of the petition, and that a plan
be drawn by Septenmber 15. Current |law requires that all of
these requirenents be fulfilled between January and February.

Code section 331.651 is amended to provide that, in the
case of a vacancy in the office of county sheriff, the first
deputy sheriff shall hold the office of sheriff until a
successor is appointed or elected. Current Code provides only
that the deputy shall serve until another sheriff is
appoi nt ed.

Code sections 336.2, 336.16, and 336.18 are anmended to nove
the filing deadline for petitions to establish or termnate a
county library district from40 days before the genera
el ection to 82 days before the general election. The sections
are al so anended to strike the provision permitting the
question to establish or termnate a county library district
to be placed on the prinary el ection ballot.

Code section 346.27 is anended to strike the provision
permitting the question of issuance of county bonds and
conveyance of title to property to be placed on the primary
el ection ballot.

Code section 372.9 is anmended to provide that the full text
of a proposed honme rule charter or alternative form of
governnment proposal and the date of the el ection on the
charter or alternative formnust be included in the published
noti ce of the election

Code section 372.13 is anended to require the city counci
of acity with a primary election to notify the county
conmi ssioner of elections of the date of a special election to
fill a vacancy in a city office at |east 85 days before the
dat e chosen.

Code section 376.2 is anmended to require a special election
to change the length of the terns of elected city officers be
hel d nore than 90 days before the regular city election if the
changed terns are to be effective for offices filled at that
el ection.

Code section 376.6 is amended to change the deadline for
city clerks to notify the county auditor of the type of
nom nati on process to be used for city elections. The



anendnment changes the deadline from 77 days before the
election to 90 days before the el ection.

Code section 422A.1 is anended to refer to the regular city
el ection, rather than the city general election.
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