House Study Bill 122

Bill Text

PAG LIN

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

PR RRRRE

Section 1. Section 100.39, unnunbered paragraph 1, Code
2001, is anmended to read as foll ows:

Al'l buil di ngs approved for construction after July 1, 1998,
that exceed four stories in height, or seventy-five feet above
grade, shall require the installation of an approved autonatic
fire extingui shing system designed and installed in conformty
with rules

—promi-gated
— adopted by the state fire nmarshal
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pursuant to this chapter and chapter 100C

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 100C. 1 DEFIN TIONS

As used in this chapter unless the context otherw se
requires:

1. "Responsi bl e nmanagi ng enpl oyee" neans an i ndivi dua
enpl oyed full-time by a water-based fire protection system
contractor who is an owner, partner, or officer or in a
managenent position with such a contractor and neets any of
the following criteria

a. The individual is currently certified by the nationa
institute for certification in engineering technol ogi es at
level 11l or level IVin fire protection technol ogy, automatic
sprinkler systemlayout, or another nationally recognized
certification in automatic sprinkler systemlayout recognized
by the state fire marshal

b. The individual is a professional engineer registered in
lowa who has at |east three years' experience with water-based
fire protection systens.

2. "Water-based fire protection systenf neans a system of
overhead piping that is designed in accordance with fire
protection engi neering standards, usually activated by heat
froma fire and which, when activated, discharges water over a
fire area supplied froman acceptable water supply which is
specially sized or hydraulically designed and installed in a
bui | di ng, structure, or fire area to which fire sprinklers are
connected, and which includes a controlling valve and usually
a device for actuating an al arm when the systemis in
operation. Only the portion of the water-based fire
protection systemwhich is separate fromthe donmestic water
systemis considered the water-based fire protection system

Wat er - based fire protection systens include wet-pipe
systens, dry-pipe systens, foamwater systens, pre-action
systens, deluge systens, water m st systens, conbined dry pipe
and pre-action systens, fire punps, fire protection water
storage tanks, antifreeze systens, and circul ati ng cl osed-1oop
systemns.

3. "Water-based fire protection systemcontractor” neans a
person engaged in the business of design, installation,
repair, alteration, addition, naintenance, or inspection of
wat er - based fire protection systenms. However, "water-based
fire protection systemcontractor" does not include a |ocal
building official, fire inspector, or insurance inspector when
such a person is acting in the person's official capacity, or
an individual enployed by and working under the direction of
such a contractor.

Sec. 3. NEWSECTION. 100C 2 ADM NI STRATION RULES
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The state fire nmarshal shall administer this chapter and
may adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A which the state fire
mar shal considers necessary to such adm nistration.

Sec. 4. NEWSECTION. 100C. 3 CONTRACTOR CERTI FI CATE
APPLI CATI ON FEE RENEWAL.

1. A water-based fire protection system contractor who
designs, installs, repairs, alters, adds to, maintains, or
i nspects water-based fire protection systens in this state
shal | obtain a contractor certificate as provided in this
chapter.

2. A water-based fire protection system contractor nmay
apply to the state fire marshal for a contractor certificate.
The application shall be made on a form prescribed by the
state fire marshal and shall include a certificate fee in an
amount deternmined by the state fire marshal by rule. Each
appl i cant nust designate a responsi bl e managi ng enpl oyee, and
may include a qualified alternate or alternates, on the
application, and the nane of the responsible managi ng enpl oyee
and alternates shall appear on the certificate with that of
the water-based fire protection system contractor upon
i ssuance of the certificate. Proof of insurance as required
by section 100C. 4 shall al so acconpany the application

3. Wthin thirty days of the receipt by the state fire
mar shal of a conpl eted application, proof of insurance, and
the certification fee, the state fire marshal shall issue a
certificate to the water-based fire protection system
contractor.

4. A certificate shall expire on June 30 of the second
year follow ng issuance. An application formfor renewal for
an additional two-year period shall be filed at least thirty
days prior to expiration and shall be acconpanied by a renewal
fee in an anobunt determined by the state fire marshal by rule
and a sworn affidavit that the responsi bl e nanagi ng enpl oyee
is currently enployed by the water-based fire protection
systemcontractor. A water-based fire protection system
contractor who fails to apply for the renewal within the tine
stated in this subsection nmust make a new application for a
certificate.

5. A responsi bl e managi ng enpl oyee may act as a
responsi bl e managi ng enpl oyee for only one water-based fire
protection systemcontractor at a time. |If a responsible
managi ng enpl oyee term nates the responsi bl e nmanagi ng
enpl oyee' s association with a water-based fire protection
system contractor, the water-based fire protection system
contractor shall notify the state fire marshal within thirty
days after termination. The responsible managi ng enpl oyee
shal | not be designated as the responsi bl e nanagi ng enpl oyee
for nmore than two water-based fire protection system
contractors in any twelve-nonth period. The state fire
mar shal shall revoke the certificate of a water-based fire
protecti on system contractor whose responsi bl e nanagi ng
enpl oyee has term nated the responsi bl e nmanagi ng enpl oyee's
association with the water-based fire protecti on system
contractor unless the water-based fire protection system
contractor has included a qualified alternate on the
application or an application designating a new responsible
managi ng enployee is filed within six nmonths after
term nation.

Sec. 5. NEWSECTION. 100C. 4 | NSURANCE

A wat er-based fire protection system contractor shal
mai ntai n general and conpl eted operations liability insurance
for the design, installation, repair, alteration, addition,
mai nt enance, and i nspection of water-based fire protection
systens providing at |east one million dollars of coverage.

Sec. 6. NEWSECTION. 100C.5 APPLICABILITY EXCEPTIONS

This chapter shall not be construed to do any of the
fol | owi ng:
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1. Relieve any person frompaynent of a local pernit or
bui | di ng fee.

2. Limt the power of the state or a political subdivision
of the state to regulate the quality and character of work
performed by water-based fire protection system contractors
through a system of fees, permts, and inspections designed to
ensure conpliance with, and aid in the admnistration of,
state and local building laws or codes or to enforce other
local laws for the protection of the public health and safety.

Sec. 7. NEWSECTION. 100C 6 PENALTIES.

1. A person who violates any provision of this chapter is
guilty of a sinple m sdeneanor.

. The state fire marshal may inpose a civil penalty of up
to two hundred fifty dollars on a person who viol ates any
provision of this chapter for each day a violation continues.
A violation of any provision of this chapter shall also
constitute grounds for revocation of a contractor certificate.

Sec. 8. NEWSECTION. 100C.7 DEPCSIT AND USE OF MONEYS
COLLECTED.

Any noneys or fees collected pursuant to this chapter by
the state fire marshal shall be deposited in the general fund
of the state and the nobneys are appropriated to the office of
the state fire marshal for the purpose of administering this
chapter.

EXPLANATI ON
This bill provides for the regulation of certain fire
protection systemcontractors by the state fire marshal. The

state fire marshal is given the authority to adopt rules and
adm ni ster the provisions of this new Code chapter.

New Code section 100C. 1 defines "water-based fire
protection systenf, "water-based fire protection system
contractor", and "responsi bl e managi ng enpl oyee" of the
contractor.

New Code section 100C. 2 requires the state fire marshal to
adm ni ster this chapter and to adopt rules pursuant to chapter
17A as necessary.

New Code section 100C. 3 requires water-based fire
protection systemcontractors to apply for a certificate from
the state fire marshal in order to design, install, repair,
nmodi fy, or inspect water-based fire protection systens in this
state. The new section requires an application to list a
responsi bl e managi ng enpl oyee of the contractor who shall neet
certain qualifications. The certificate is valid until June
30 following the second year after issuance and is renewable
for a two-year period. The bill allows the state fire marshal
to establish the fee for a certificate or a renewal of a
certificate.

New Code section 100C 4 requires a water-based fire
protection systemcontractor to have at least $1 nillion of
i nsurance cover age

New Code section 100C. 5 provides that the new chapter does
not apply to limt the ability of the state or politica
subdi vision to regul ate the work performed by water-based fire
protecti on system contractors through buil di ng codes or ot her
| awns.

New Code section 100C. 6 provides that a person who viol ates
the provisions of this new chapter is guilty of a sinmple
m sdeneanor. |In addition, the state fire marshal is given the
authority to inpose civil penalties of up to $250 per person
per day of violation.

New Code section 100C. 7 appropriates noneys col |l ected from
fees pursuant to this new Code chapter to the state fire
marshal to administer this new Code chapter.
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