House Study Bill 120
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1 Section 1. Section 321G 1, subsection 1, unnumnbered
par agraph 2, Code 2001, is amended to read as foll ows:
Two- wheel ed of f-road notorcycles shall be considered all -
terrain vehicles only for the purpose of titling and
regi stration
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of a two-wheeled off-road notorcycle is exenpt fromthe safety
instruction and certification programrequirenents of sections
321G 23 and 321G 24.

Sec. 2. Section 321G 2, subsection 1, Code 2001, is
anended to read as foll ows:

1. Registration and titling of all-terrain vehicles and
snownobi | es.

Sec. 3. Section 321G 3, Code 2001, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

321G 3 REGQ STRATI ON AND NUMBERI NG REQUI RED.

Each all-terrain vehicle and snowmbil e used on public |and
or ice of this state shall be currently registered and
nunbered. A person shall not operate, mmintain, or give
perm ssion for the operation or nmaintenance of an all-terrain
vehicle or snownpbile on public Iand or ice unless the all-
terrain vehicle or snownpbile is nunbered in accordance with
this chapter, or in accordance with applicable federal |aws,
or in accordance with an approved nunbering system of anot her
state, and unless the identifying nunber set forth in the
registration is displayed
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—vehicle
— as prescribed by rules of the conm ssion.
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A registration nunber shall be assigned, w thout paynment of
fee, to all-terrain vehicles and snownobil es owned by the
state of lowa or its political subdivisions upon application
for the nunber, and the assigned regi stration nunber shall be
di spl ayed on the all-terrain vehicle or snowrobile as required
under section 321G 5. A reqgistration nunber shall be
assigned, without paynent of fee, to an all-terrain vehicle or

snownpbile which is exenpt fromregistration but is being
titled. A decal displaying a registration nunber shall not be

issued and the registration shall not expire while the all-
terrain vehicle or snownnbile is exenpt. The application for
registration shall indicate the reason for exenption fromthe
fee. The registration certificate shall indicate the reason
for exenption.

Sec. 4. Section 321G 5, Code 2001, is amended by striking
the section and inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

321G 5 DI SPLAY OF | DENTI FI CATI ON NUMVBERS.
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The owner shall display the identification number on an
all-terrain vehicle or snowmbile in the manner prescribed by
the rules of the commi ssion.

Sec. 5. Section 321G 6, unnunbered paragraph 6, Code 2001
is amended to read as foll ows:

Upon the transfer of ownership of an all-terrain vehicle or
snownobi | e, the owner shall conplete the formon the back of
the title, if any, and deliver the title to the purchaser or
transferee when the all-terrain vehicle or snowmbile is
delivered. If the all-terrain vehicle or snownbile is not

titled, the owner shall conplete the formon the back of the
current registration certificate and shall deliver

certificate to the purchaser or transferee at the tine of
delivering the all-terrain vehicle or snowmmbile. If the all-
terrain vehicle or snowobile has not been titled and has not
been reqgistered, the owner shall deliver an affidavit for an
unregi stered and untitled all-terrain vehicle or snowmbile to
the purchaser or transferee. The purchaser or transferee
shall, within

— thirty days of transfer, file a new
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—fee
A dealer shall make application and pay all registration

application formwith the county recorder with a fee of one
dollar and the witing fee, and a transfer of nunber shall be
awarded in the same nmanner as provided in an origina
registration. |f the purchaser or transferee does not file a
new application formwthin

transfer of nunber shall be awarded upon paynment of al
applicable fees plus a penalty of five dollars

Sec. 6. Section 321G 21, subsection 9, Code 2001, is
amended to read as foll ows:

9. If the purchaser or transferee of an all-terrain
vehicle or snownpbile is a deal er who hol ds the sanme for
resal e and operates the all-terrain vehicle or snowrobile only
for purposes incidental to a resale and di splays the specia
dealer's certificate, or does not operate the all-terrain
vehicle or snowmbile or permt it to be operated, the
transferee is not required to obtain a new registration
certificate but upon transferring title or interest to another
person shall sign the reverse side of the title, if any, or
the registration certificate, if no title, of the all-terrain
vehicle or snownobile indicating the nane and address of the
new pur chaser.
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and title fees if applicable on behalf of the purchaser of an
all-terrain vehicle or snowmbile. The recorder shall award a
transfer of the registration nunber. |f the registration has




APrABRMDMIEABIMDMIEADREDIDDEADREDOOWWWWWWWWWWWWWW

expired while in the deal er's possession, the purchaser my
renew the registration for the same fee and witing fee as if
the purchaser is securing the original registration.

Sec. 7. Section 321G 29, subsections 1, 4, and 7, Code
2001, are anended to read as foll ows:

1. The owner of a snowmbile acquired on or after January
1, 1998, or an all-terrain vehicle acquired on or after
January 1, 2000, other than a snownpbile or all-terrain
vehicl e used exclusively as a farminplenment, shall apply to
the county recorder of the county in which the owner resides
for a certificate of title for the snowrbile or all-terrain
vehicle. The owner of a snowrbile or all-terrain vehicle
used exclusively as a farminplenment nay obtain a certificate
of title. A person who owns a snowrobile or all-terrain
vehicle that is not required to have a certificate of title
may apply for and receive a certificate of title for the
snownobile or all-terrain vehicle and, subsequently, the
snownobile or all-terrain vehicle shall be subject to the
requirenments of this chapter as if the snownbile or all-
terrain vehicle were required to be titled. Al snowrbbiles
or all-terrain vehicles that are titled shall be registered

4. |If a dealer buys or acquires a snowrobile or all-
terrain vehicle for resale, the dealer shall report the
acquisition to the county recorder on forms provided by the
departnment and may apply for and obtain a certificate of title
as provided in this chapter. |If a dealer buys or acquires a
used snowrobile or all-terrain vehicle, the dealer may apply
for a certificate of title in the dealer's nane within
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thirty days. |If a dealer buys or acquires a new snowrmbile or
all-terrain vehicle for resale, the dealer may apply for a
certificate of title in the dealer's name.

7. The county recorder shall maintain a record of any
certificate of title which the county recorder issues and
shal | keep each certificate of title on record until the
certificate of title has been inactive for five years. When
issuing a title for a new snownobile or new all-terrain
vehicl e, the county recorder shall obtain and keep on file the
certificate of origin. \Wen issuing a title for a used
snownobile or all-terrain vehicle for which there is no title
or registration, the county recorder shall obtain and keep on
file the affidavit for unregistered and untitled snowrpbile or
all-terrain vehicle.

Sec. 8. NEWSECTION. 321G 33 VEH CLE | DENTI FI CATI ON
NUMBER

1. The departnent may assign a distinguishing nunber to an
all-terrain vehicle or snowmbile when the serial nunber on
the all-terrain vehicle or snowmbile is destroyed or
obliterated and issue to the owner a special plate bearing the
di stingui shi ng nunmber which shall be affixed to the all-
terrain vehicle or snownobile in a position to be determ ned
by the departnent. The all-terrain vehicle or snowmbile
shal|l be registered and titled under the distinguishing nunber
inlieu of the former serial nunber. Every all-terrain
vehicle or snowrbile shall have an identification nunber
assigned and affixed as required by the departnent.

2. The conmission shall adopt, by rule, the procedures for
application and for issuance of an identification nunber for
hormebuilt all-terrain vehicles or snowrobil es.

3. A person shall not destroy, renove, alter, cover, or
deface the nmanufacturer's vehicle identification nunber, the
pl ate bearing it, or any vehicle identification nunber the
departnment assigns to an all-terrain vehicle or snowbile
wi t hout the department's perm ssion.

4. A person other than a manufacturer who constructs or
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rebuilds an all-terrain vehicle or snownbile for which there
is no legible identification nunber shall submt to the
departnent an affidavit which describes the all-terrain
vehicle or snownobile. |n cooperation with the county
recorder, the department shall assign an identification nunber
to the all-terrain vehicle or snowbile. The applicant shal
permanently affix the identification nunber to the all-terrain
vehicle or snownbile in a manner that such alteration,
removal , or replacenent of the identification nunber would be
obvi ous.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill anmends various sections of Code chapter 321G
relating to the registration and titling of all-terrain
vehi cl es and snownpbil es. The operators of two-wheeled off-
road notorcycles are exenpt fromthe safety instruction and
certification programwhich applies to other all-terrain
vehicle operators. Code section 321G 3 is anmended to all ow
the natural resource conmi ssion to determ ne where the
registration nunbers of all-terrain vehicles and snowrpbil es
are to be displayed. The Code section also provides for the
assignment of a registration nunmber to an all-terrain vehicle
or snownobile which is exenpt fromregistration but is being
titled.

Code section 321G 5 provides that the owner of an all-
terrain vehicle or snownobile nust display the registration
identification on the vehicle in the manner prescribed by rule
of the natural resource comm ssion.

Code sections 321G 6, 321G 21, and 321G 29 are anended to
provi de procedures for the transfer of the titles and
registrations of all-terrain vehicles and snowmbiles. If a
title or registration is available for a vehicle, the owner
shal | conplete the formon the back of the title or
registration certificate as applicable and deliver it to the
purchaser upon transfer. |f a vehicle has no title or no
registration, the owner shall deliver an affidavit for
unregi stered and untitled vehicles to the purchaser upon
transfer. The bill allows a purchaser of a vehicle 30 days
instead of five days after purchase to apply for a new
regi stration nunber at the office of county recorder. A
dealer is required to make application and pay al
registration and title fees, if applicable, on behalf of the
purchaser of the vehicle. The owner of an all-terrain vehicle
or snownpbile which is not required to be titled nay have the
vehicle titled. |If the vehicle is titled, the vehicle nust
al so be registered and the vehicle is subject to al
requi renents of Code chapter 321G The bill al so provides
that a dealer may apply for a certificate of title in the
dealer's nane for a used snownpbile or all-terrain vehicle
within 30 days in lieu of 15 days after the date of
acquisition. Wen issuing atitle for a used vehicle for
which there is no title or registration, each county recorder
shal | obtain and keep on file the affidavit for the untitled
and unregi stered vehicle.

New Code section 321G 33 authorizes the departnment of
natural resources to assign a distinguishing nunber to an all -
terrain vehicle or snowmobile if its serial nunber is
destroyed or obliterated. The new Code section directs the
natural resource conmi ssion to adopt procedures for
application and i ssuance of an identification nunber for a
honmebuilt vehicle or a rebuilt vehicle that has no | egible
identification nunber. The destruction or defacing of a
vehicle identification nunber is prohibited. Violators of the
general provisions of Code chapter 321G or rul es adopted
pursuant to Code chapter 321G are guilty of a sinple
m sdeneanor. A registration violation under Code section
321G 3 is punishable by a schedul ed fine of $20 and an
identification violation under Code section 321G 5 is
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puni shabl e by a schedul ed fine of $10. Oher violations for
whi ch a scheduled fine is not provided are puni shabl e by

i mprisonnment not to exceed 30 days or a fine of at
but not to exceed $100.
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| east $50



