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Section 1. Section 6B.2A, Code Suppl enent 1999, is anended
by adding the foll owi ng new subsection

NEW SUBSECTION. 4. If the acquiring agency is a person
required to obtain a franchise under chapter 478, conpliance
with section 478.2 satisfies the requirenents of this section

Sec. 2. Section 6B.2B, Code Supplenent 1999, is amended by
addi ng the foll owi ng new subsecti on:

NEW SUBSECTION. 3. |If the acquiring agency is a person
required to obtain a franchise under chapter 478, conpliance
W th sections 478.2 and 478.6 satisfies the requirenments of
this section.

Sec. 3. Section 6B.45, Code Supplenent 1999, is amended by
addi ng the follow ng new unnunbered paragraph:

NEW UNNUVBERED PARAGRAPH. A utility or person under the
jurisdiction of the utilities board of the departnent of
conmerce, or any other utility conferred the right by statute
to condem private property, nmay obtain a witten waiver
signed by the owner to allow negotiations prior to the
expiration of the thirty-day waiting period.

Sec. 4. Section 478.2, unnunbered paragraphs 2 and 5, Code
1999, are anended to read as foll ows:

As conditions precedent to the filing of a petition with
the utilities board requesting a franchise for a new
transmi ssion line, and not less than thirty days prior to the
filing of such petition, the person, conpany, or corporation
shall hold informational neetings in each county in which rea
property or rights will be affected. A nmenber of the board
the counsel of the board, or a hearing exam ner designated by
the board shall serve as the presiding officer at each neeting

—,_shall present an agenda for such neeting which shal

1 31 include a summary of the legal rights of the affected
1 32 |l andowners, and shall distribute and review the statenment of
1 33 individual rights required under section 6B.2B

—Ne
— A formal
1 34 record of the neeting shall not be required
135 The notice shall set forth the name of the applicant; state

2 1 the applicant's principal place of business; state the genera
2 2 description and purpose of the proposed project; state the
2 3 general nature of the

—ght—of—way
— right-of-way desired; state
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the possibility that the right-of-way may be acquired by
condemation if approved by the utilities board; provide a nmap
showi ng the route of the proposed project; provide a
description of the process used by the utilities board in
nmaki ng a deci sion on whether to approve a franchise or grant
the right to take property by emnmi nent domain; advise that the
| andowner has the right to be present at such neetings and to
file objections with the utilities board; designate the place
and tinme of the neeting; be served not less than thirty days
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prior to the time set for the neeting by certified mail with
return recei pt requested; and be published once in a newspaper
of general circulation in the county at |east one week and not
nore than three weeks before the tine of the neeting and such
publication shall be considered notice to | andowners whose
resi dence i s not known.

Sec. 5. Section 478.6, unnunbered paragraph 2, Code 1999,
is amended to read as foll ows:

Wiere a petition seeks the use of the right of em nent
domai n over specific parcels of real property, the board shal
prescribe the notice to be served upon the owners of record
and parties in possession of

property over which the
use of the right of em nent domain is sought. The notice
shall include the statement of individual rights required
pursuant to section 6B.2B
EXPLANATI ON

This bill anmends provisions of the Code relating to
condemation of property by a utility.

Code section 6B.2A is anmended to provide that the
requi renent of notice of an informational neeting when a
utility is condemming property for construction of an electric
transm ssion line is deened to satisfy the public inprovenent
noti ce requi rements of em nent donain.

Code section 6B.2B is anmended to provide that the
requi renent that an acquiring agency negotiate in good faith
and provide the | andowner with a statenent of individua
rights is satisfied by the notice, public nmeeting, and hearing
requirenents of a utility condeming property for construction
of an electric transmission line. The bill makes
correspondi ng anendnents to Code sections 478.2 and 478.6 to
add the statenment of individual rights to the information to
be mailed with the notice to the | andowner by the utility and
to be provided at the informational neeting held on the

proj ect.
The bill al so anends Code section 478.2 to require that the
notice of informational neeting provide a description of the

process followed by the utility when granting a franchi se or
condemi ng property and state the possibility that the right-
of -way nmay be acquired by condemati on

The bill also anends Code section 478.6 to require that the
statement of individual rights be mailed to each | andowner
along with the notice of hearing on condemmation required by
t hat section.

Code section 6B.45 is anmended to allow a utility to obtain
a witten waiver fromthe | andowner allowing the utility to
negotiate with the | andowner prior to expiration of the 30-day
period after information on the utility's method of appraisa
is mailed to the | andowner.
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