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1 Section 1. Section 368.3, Code 1999, is anended by adding
the foll owi ng new unnunbered paragraph after unnunbered
par agraph 1:

NEW UNNUVBERED PARAGRAPH. A city may al so be discontinued
in accordance with the follow ng procedures. The counci
shal | adopt a resolution of intent to discontinue and shal
call a public hearing on the proposal to discontinue. Notice
of the tine and place of the public hearing and the proposed
action shall be published as provided in section 362.3, except
that at | east ten days' notice must be given. At the public
hearing, the council shall receive oral and witten coments
regardi ng the proposal fromany person. Thereafter, the
council, at the sane neeting or at a subsequent neeting, may
pass a resolution of discontinuance or pass a resolution
abandoni ng the proposal. |If the council passes a resolution
of discontinuance, a petition may be filed with the clerk in
the manner provided in section 362.4, within thirty days
following the effective date of the resolution, requesting
that the question of discontinuance be submitted to the
regi stered voters of the city. Upon receipt of a petition
requesting an election, the council shall direct the county
commi ssioner of elections to call a special election on the
question of discontinuance or shall adopt a resol ution
abandoni ng the di scontinuance. Notice of the election shal
be given by publication as required in section 49.53. If a
mej ority of those voting approve the discontinuance or if no
petition for an election is filed, the clerk shall send a copy
of the resolution of discontinuance and, if an election is
held, the results of the election to the board. The board
shal | take control of the property of the discontinued city
and shall supervise procedures necessary to carry out the
di sconti nuance in accordance with section 368.21.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill provides alternative procedures for
di sconti nuance by a city to the two procedures of fered under
current law. Currently, a city nay discontinue by six years
of inactivity, which neans no el ections and no taxes have been
certified for six years or by follow ng involuntary
di sconti nuance procedures in Code sections 368.11 through
368. 22.

The bill provides that a council may adopt a resolution of
intent to discontinue and conduct a public hearing on the
resolution. After the public hearing, the council may adopt a
resol ution of discontinuance or a resol ution abandoning the
proposal. If the resolution of discontinuance is adopted,
opponents nmay file a petition for an election on the proposa
within 30 days after the effective date of the resolution. |If
the el ection favors discontinuance or if no petition for an
election is filed, the city clerk shall notify the city
devel opnent board which shall take control of the property of
the discontinued city and supervi se the necessary
di sconti nuance procedures as provided in Code section 368. 21.
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