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Section 1. Section 509.3, Code Suppl enent 1999, is anended
by adding the foll owi ng new subsection

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 8. A provision shall be nmade available to
pol i cyhol ders, under group policies covering hospital,
medi cal , or surgical expenses for paynent of necessary nedical
or surgical care and treatnment, as well as drug prescriptions,
provi ded by a person licensed to practice podiatry under
chapter 149, if the care and treatnent are provided within the
scope of the person's license and if the policy would pay for
the care and treatnent if the care and treatnent were provided
by a person engaged in the practice of nedicine and surgery as
i censed under chapter 148 or 150A. The policy shall provide
that the policyhol der may reject the coverage or provision if
the coverage or provision for simlar services which nay be
provided by a podiatric physician is rejected for al
provi ders of services as |icensed under chapter 148, 149, or
150A. This subsection applies to group policies delivered or
i ssued for delivery on or after July 1, 2000, and to existing
group policies on their next anniversary or renewal date, or
upon expiration of the applicable collective bargaining
contract, if any, whichever is later. This subsection does
not apply to bl anket, short-termtravel, accident only,
limted or specified disease, or individual or group
conversion policies, or policies designed only for issuance to
persons for coverage under Title XVIII of the federal Socia
Security Act, or any other simlar coverage under a state or
federal governnent plan.

Sec. 2. Section 514B.1, subsection 5, Code Suppl enent
1999, is amended by adding the follow ng new paragraph

NEW PARAGRAPH. e. The health care services available to
enrol | ees under prepaid group plans covering hospital,
medi cal , or surgical expenses shall include a provision for
paynent of necessary nedical or surgical care and treatnent as
wel | as drug prescriptions provided by a person licensed to
practice podiatry under chapter 149, if perforned within the
scope of the person's license and the plan would pay for the
care and treatnment when the care and treatnment were provided
by a person engaged in the practice of medicine or surgery as
i censed under chapter 148 or 150A. The plan shall provide
that the plan enrollees nmay reject the coverage for services
whi ch nay be provided by a podiatric physician if the coverage
is rejected for all providers of simlar services as |icensed
under chapter 148, 149, or 150A. This paragraph applies to
services provided under plans made on or after July 1, 2000,
and to existing group plans on their next anniversary or
renewal date, or upon the expiration of the applicable
col l ective bargaining contract, if any, whichever is the
later. This paragraph does not apply to enrollees eligible
for coverage under Title XVIII of the federal Social Security
Act or any other similar coverage under a state or federa
governnent pl an.

EXPLANATI ON
This bill establishes provisions under group insurance
policies and heal th mai ntenance organi zati on contracts to
require that if the policy or available health care services
currently cover or include care and treatnment, as well as drug
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prescriptions, if provided by a person licensed to practice
medi ci ne and surgery under Code chapter 148 or a person
licensed to practice osteopathic nedicine and surgery under
Code chapter 150A, the plan or health care services avail abl e
shall also allow for provision of the care and treatnent, as
wel | as drug prescriptions, by a podiatrist. The bill also
requires that the care or treatnment be within the scope of
practice of the podiatrist. The requirenment applies to
policies delivered and i ssued and services provi ded under

pl ans on or after July 1, 2000, and to existing plans on the
latter of the anniversary, renewal, or expiration of a

col I ective bargaining contract.
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