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Section 1. Section 123.47, subsection 3, Code 1999, is
amended to read as foll ows:

3. A person who is under |egal age, other than a |icensee
or permittee, who violates this section regarding the purchase
of or attenpt to purchase al coholic liquor, w ne, or beer, or
possessi ng or having control of alcoholic liquor, w ne, or
beer, commits a sinple m sdenmeanor punishable by a fine of one
hundred dollars for the first offense. A second or subsequent
of fense shall be a

—Ser-ous
— sinple nisdeneanor puni shable by a
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fine of two hundred dollars and the suspension of the person's
not or vehicle operating privileges for a period not to exceed
one year. The court may, in its discretion, order the person
who is under |egal age to performcomunity service work under
section 909.3A, of an equivalent value to the fine inposed
under this section. However, if the person who comrmits the
violation of this section is under the age of eighteen, the
matter shall be di sposed of in the manner provided in chapter
232.

Sec. 2. Section 321.218, subsection 1, Code 1999, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. A person whose driver's |license or operating privil ege
has been deni ed, cancel ed, suspended, or revoked as provided
in this chapter or as provided in section 252J.8 or section
901.5, subsection 10, and who operates a notor vehicle upon
the highways of this state while the license or privilege is
deni ed, cancel ed, suspended, or revoked, conmts a

—serious
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sinmple nisdeneanor. 1n addition to any other penalties, a
person sentenced under this subsection shall be assessed a
fine of not Iless than two hundred fifty dollars nor nore than
one thousand five hundred dollars.

Sec. 3. Section 321.260, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code
1999, is amended to read as follows:

a. A person who willfully and intentionally, wthout
lawful authority, attenpts to or in fact alters, defaces,
i njures, knocks down, or renoves an official traffic-contro
devi ce, an authorized warning sign or signal or barricade,
whet her tenporary or pernmanent, a railroad sign or signal, an
inscription, shield or insignia on any of such devices, signs,
signals, or barricades, or any other part thereof, shall, upon
conviction, be guilty of a

—serious
— sinple nmisdeneanor and
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shall be required to nake restitution to the affected
jurisdiction.

Sec. 4. Section 321.260, subsection 2, Code 1999, is
amended to read as foll ows:

2. It shall be unlawful for any person to have in the
person's possession any official traffic-control device except
by legal right or authority. Any person convicted of



2 13 unaut horized possession of any official traffic-control device
2 14 shall upon conviction be guilty of a
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m sdeneanor .

Sec. 5. Section 321A.32, subsection 1, Code 1999, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. Any person whose |icense or registration or
nonresident's operating privilege has been suspended, denied
or revoked under this chapter or continues to remain suspended
or revoked under this chapter, and who, during such
suspensi on, denial or revocation, or during such continuing
suspensi on or continuing revocation, drives any notor vehicle
upon any hi ghway or know ngly permts any notor vehicle owned
by such person to be operated by another upon any hi ghway,
except as permitted under this chapter, shall be guilty of a

—Serious
— sinple misdeneanor. 1n addition to any other
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penalties, a person sentenced under this subsection shall be
assessed a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars nor
nore than one thousand five hundred dollars.

Sec. 6. Section 321J.21, subsection 1, Code 1999, is
anended to read as foll ows:

1. A person whose driver's |license or nonresident
operating privilege has been suspended, denied, revoked, or
barred due to a violation of this chapter and who drives a
motor vehicle while the license or privilege is suspended,
deni ed, revoked, or barred comrits a serious nm sdeneanor

addition to any other penalties, a person sentenced under this
section shall be assessed a fine of one thousand dollars.

Sec. 7. Section 461A. 42, subsection 2, is anended to read
as follows:

2. The use of fireworks, as defined in section 727.2, in
state parks and preserves is prohibited except as authorized
by a permt issued by the departnment. The conmi ssion shal
establish, by rule adopted pursuant to chapter 17A, a
fireworks permt system which authorizes the issuance of a
limted nunber of permts to qualified persons to use or
display fireworks in selected state parks and preserves. A
person violating this subsection is guilty of a

3 16 m sdeneanor. The court

ey . .
— shall order restitution

—for
— iLf any
3 17 danages were caused by the violation which may include, but is
3 18 not linmted to, comunity service.

—TFhe cowrt ey alsoreguire
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Sec. 8. Section 714.2, subsections 4 and 5, Code 1999, are
anended to read as foll ows:
4. The theft of property exceeding

hundred doll ars

in value but not exceeding five hundred dollars in value is
theft in the fourth degree. Theft in the fourth degree is a
serious ni sdeneanor.

5. The theft of property not exceeding
hundr ed
dollars in value is theft in the fifth degree. Theft in the
fifth degree is a sinple nisdeneanor.

Sec. 9. Section 714.12, unnunbered paragraph 1, Code 1999,
is anended to read as foll ows:

Fraudul ent practice in the fourth degree is a fraudul ent
practice where the anmount of noney or val ue of property or
services involved exceeds

hundred dol I ars but does not
exceed five hundred doll ars.
Sec. 10. Section 714.13, unnunbered paragraph 1, Code
1999, is anmended to read as foll ows:
Fraudul ent practice in the fifth degree is a fraudul ent
practice where the anmount of noney or val ue of property or
services invol ved does not exceed

hundred dol | ars.

Sec. 11. Section 716.6, Code 1999, is amended to read as
foll ows:

716.6 CRIM NAL M SCH EF IN THE FOURTH AND FI FTH DEGREES

Crimnal mschief is crimnal mschief in the fourth degree
if the cost of replacing, repairing, or restoring the property
so damaged, defaced, altered, or destroyed exceeds

hundred dol | ars, but does not exceed five hundred doll ars.
Crimnal mischief in the fourth degree is a serious
m sdeneanor. All crimnal nischief which is not crininal
m schief in the first degree, second degree, third degree, or
fourth degree is crimnal mischief in the fifth degree
Crimnal mischief inthe fifth degree is a sinple m sdeneanor.
Sec. 12. Section 716.8, subsection 2, Code 1999, is
amended to read as foll ows:
2. Any person conmitting a trespass as defined in section
716.7 which results in injury to any person or damage in an
anount nore than

hundred dollars to anything, animte
or inaninmate, |located thereon or therein comrits a serious
m sdeneanor.

Sec. 13. Section 716.8, subsection 4, Code 1999, is
anended to read as foll ows:

4. A person conmitting a trespass as defined in section
716.7 with the intent to conmt a hate crime which results in
injury to any person or damage in an anpunt nore than
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hundred dollars to anything, animte or inaninmate, |ocated
thereon or therein commits an aggravated mi sdemeanor.

Sec. 14. Section 716A.7, Code 1999, is anended to read as
foll ows:

716A. 7 COVWUTER DAMAGE | N THE FOURTH DEGREE

Conput er damage is conputer damage in the fourth degree
when the damage results in a | oss of property or services of
nmore than

hundred doll ars. Conputer damage in the fourth degree is a
serious mnmi sdeneanor.

Sec. 15. Section 716A.8, Code 1999, is anended to read as
foll ows:

716A. 8 COWUTER DAMAGE | N THE FI FTH DEGREE

Conput er damage is conputer danage in the fifth degree when
the danage results in a loss of property or services of not
nore than

fifth degree is a sinple nisdeneanor.

Sec. 16. Section 716A.13, Code 1999, is anmended to read as
foll ows:

716A. 13 COWPUTER THEFT I N THE FOURTH DEGREE.

Conputer theft is conmputer theft in the fourth degree when
the theft involves or results in a |loss of services or
property of nore than

than five hundred dollars. Conputer theft in the fourth
degree is a serious m sdemnmeanor.

Sec. 17. Section 716A.14, Code 1999, is anended to read as
foll ows:

716A. 14 COWPUTER THEFT I N THE FI FTH DEGREE

Conputer theft is conmputer theft in the fifth degree when
the theft involves or results in a |loss of services or
property of not nore than

theft in the fifth degree is a sinple m sdeneanor

Sec. 18. Section 719.1, subsection 1, Code 1999, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. A person who knowi ngly resists or obstructs anyone
known by the person to be a peace officer, energency nedical
care provider under chapter 147A, or fire fighter, whether
paid or volunteer, in the performance of any act which is
within the scope of the lawful duty or authority of that
of ficer, energency nedi cal care provider under chapter 147A,
or fire fighter, whether paid or volunteer, or who know ngly
resists or obstructs the service or execution by any
aut hori zed person of any civil or crimnal process or order of
any court, commits a

—Serious
— sinple nisdeneanor. However, if
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a person commits an interference with official acts, as
defined in this subsection, and in so doing inflicts bodily
injury other than serious injury, that person comits an
aggravated mi sdenmeanor. |If a person commits an interference
with official acts, as defined in this subsection, and in so
doing inflicts or attenpts to inflict serious injury, or

di spl ays a dangerous weapon, as defined in section 702.7, or
is arned with a firearm that person commits a class "D



6 11 fel ony.
6 12 Sec. 19. Section 727.2, unnunbered paragraph 2, Code 1999,
6 13 is amended to read as foll ows:
6 14 A person, firm copartnership, or corporation who offers
6 15 for sale, exposes for sale, sells at retail, or uses or
6 16 expl odes any fireworks, comits a
—ser-ous

— sinple m sdeneanor.
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However, the council of a city or a county board of

supervi sors may, upon application in witing, grant a permt
for the display of fireworks by nunicipalities, fair
associ ati ons, anusenent parks, and other organizations or
groups of individuals approved by the city or the county board
of supervisors when the fireworks display will be handl ed by a

23 conpetent operator, but no such permt shall be required for
the display of fireworks at the lowa state fairgrounds by the
25 lowa state fair board, at incorporated county fairs, or at
26 district fairs receiving state aid. Sales of fireworks for
27 such display nay be nmade for that purpose only.
28 Sec. 20. Section 730.4, subsection 6, Code 1999, is
29 anmended to read as foll ows:
30 6. A person who violates this section conmits a
—Ser-eus
6 31 sinple m sdeneanor.
6 32 Sec. 21. Section 903.1, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code
6 33 1999, is amended to read as foll ows:
6 34 a. For a sinple msdeneanor,
—either ipapr-sopnrept—notto
6 35

— there shall be a fine of at least fifty
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doll ars but not to exceed

hundred dollars. The court
may order inprisonnent not to exceed thirty days in lieu of a
fine or in addition to a fine.

EXPLANATI ON
This bill nakes changes in the penalties for sinple
m sdeneanors. The bill pernits the court upon conviction of a

sinpl e m sdeneanor to order a fine of at |east $50 but not
nore than $500 and provi des discretion to the court to
sentence a person to jail for up to 30 days in addition to a
fine or to jail for up to 30 days in lieu of inposing a fine.
Currently, a sinple misdeneanor is punishable by a fine of at
| east $50 but not nore than $100 or by a sentence not to
exceed 30 days in jail.

The bill reclassifies certain driving under suspension
of fenses fromserious to sinple nisdeneanors and recl assifies
fromserious to sinple m sdeneanors the follow ng of fenses:
use of fireworks, persons under |egal age purchasing or in
possessi on of al cohol (second or subsequent offense),
pol ygraph exam nations by enployers, certain interference with
official acts offenses, and interference with signs or
signal s.

The bill provides discretion to the court to inpose a jai
sentence in addition to ordering a mandatory fine, for persons
who conmmt the offense of driving under suspension or
revocation or driving while barred under Code section 321J.21.
Under current |aw, persons who violate Code section 321J.21
may only be assessed a mandatory $1,000 fine. A person whose
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driver's license has been suspended, revoked, or barred and is
subsequently convi cted under Code section 321J.21, generally
has been suspended, revoked, or barred due to a previous
operating while intoxicated conviction

The bill also changes the threshold dollar linmt for
persons to qualify for serious and sinple m sdeneanor
penalties with respect to acts which constitute theft,
fraudul ent practice, conputer damage, conputer theft, crimnnal
trespass, and crinmnal mschief. |f a person conmits theft,
fraudul ent practice, conputer damage, conputer theft, or
crimnal mschief and the value of the property is no nore
than $200, the person commits a sinple m sdemeanor under the
bill. Under current law, if the value of the property is no
nore than $100, the person commits a sinple misdeneanor. The
bill further provides simlar changes to the threshold dollar
limt for serious msdeneanor violations involving theft,
fraudul ent practice, conputer damage, conputer theft, crinina
trespass, and crimnal mischief. |If the value of the property
exceeds $200, under the bill, the person conmts a serious
m sdeneanor. Under current laws, if the value of the property
exceeds $100, the person conmits a serious m sdeneanor
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