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Section 1. Section 125.85, subsection 4, Code 1999, is

amended to read as foll ows:

4. Following a respondent's discharge froma facility or
fromtreatnent, the administrator of the facility shal
i Mmediately report that fact to the court which ordered the
respondent’'s conmmitnent or treatment. The court shall issue
an order confirmng the respondent's discharge fromthe
facility or fromtreatnment, as the case nay be, and shal
term nate the proceedi ngs pursuant to which the order was
i ssued. Copies of the order shall be sent by
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reqular mail to the facility and the respondent.

Sec. 2. Section 229.16, Code 1999, is amended to read as
foll ows:

229.16 DI SCHARGE AND TERM NATI ON OF PROCEEDI NG

When the condition of a patient who is hospitalized under
section 229. 14, subsection 2, or is receiving treatnent under
section 229. 14, subsection 3, or is in full-time care and
custody under section 229.14, subsection 4, is such that in
the opinion of the chief medical officer the patient no |onger
requires treatnment or care for serious nental inpairnent, the
chief nmedical officer shall tentatively discharge the patient
and i mmedi ately report that fact to the court which ordered
the patient's hospitalization or care and custody. The court
shal | thereupon issue an order confirmng the patient's
di scharge fromthe hospital or fromcare and custody, as the
case may be, and shall term nate the proceedi ngs pursuant to
whi ch the order was issued. Copies of the order shall be sent

by
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— reqular nmail to the hospital, the patient, and
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the applicant if the applicant has filed a witten waiver
signed by the patient.

Sec. 3. Section 321A.12, subsection 1, Code 1999, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. Wienever any person fails within sixty days to satisfy
any judgnent, it shall be the duty of the clerk of the
district court, or of the judge of a court which has no clerk
in which any such judgnment is rendered within this state, to
forward to the departnent i mediately after the expiration of

sixty days and upon witten request of the judgnent

creditor, a certified copy of such judgnent.

Sec. 4. Section 602.1215, subsection 1, Code 1999, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. The district judges of each judicial election district
shall by majority vote appoint persons to serve as clerks of
the district court, one for each county within the judicial
el ection district.
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A clerk of the district court may be renoved from office for
cause by a mpjority vote of the district judges of the
judicial election district. Before renoval, the clerk of the
district court shall be notified of the cause for renoval

Sec. 5. Section 602.8103, Code 1999, is amended by adding
the foll owi ng new subsection

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 6. Establish and nmaintain a procedure to
setof f agai nst amounts held by the clerk of the district court
and payabl e to the person any debt which is in the formof a
l'i qui dated sum due, owi ng and payable to the clerk. The
procedure shall neet all of the follow ng conditions:

a. Before setoff, the clerk shall provide witten notice
to the debtor of the clerk's claimto all or a portion of the
amount held by the clerk for the debtor and the clerk's right
to recover the anmount of the claimthrough the setoff
procedure, the opportunity to request in witing, that a
jointly or comonly owned right to paynent be divided anong
owners, and the opportunity to give witten notice to the
clerk of the district court of the person's intent to contest
the anmobunt of the claim The debtor nust file a notice of
intent to contest the claimwthin fifteen days after the
mai ling of the notice of claimby the clerk or, if the notice
of claimwas provided by the clerk at the time the debtor
appeared in the clerk's office to claimpaynent, within
fifteen days of that date.

b. Upon the request of the debtor or the owner of a
jointly or comonly owned right to paynent, the clerk of the
district court shall divide the paynent. Unless otherw se
stated in a judgnment or court order, any jointly or conmonly
owned right to paynent is presunmed to be owned in equa
portions by joint or commpn owners.

c. Upon tinely filing of a notice of intent to contest the
setoff, the matter shall be set for hearing before a judge or
magi strate. The clerk shall notify the debtor in witing of
the tine and date of the hearing.

d. If the claimis not contested or upon fina
determ nation of a contested claimauthorizing a setoff, the
clerk shall setoff the debt against any amount the clerk is
hol di ng for payment to the debtor and pay any bal ance of the
anount to the debtor. The amount setoff shall be applied by
the clerk of the district court according to the order of
priority set out in section 602.8107, subsection 2.

Sec. 6. Section 622A.3, Code 1999, is amended to read as
foll ows:

622A.3 COSTS WHEN TAXED.

1. An interpreter shall be appointed w thout expense to
the person requiring assistance in the follow ng cases:
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If the person requiring assistance is a witness in
the civil |egal proceeding.

If the person requiring assistance is indigent and
financially unable to secure an interpreter.

2. In civil cases, every court shall tax the cost of an
interpreter the same as other court costs. In crimnal cases,
where the defendant is indigent, the interpreter shall be
considered as a defendant's witness under R Cr.P. 14 for the
pur pose of receiving fees, except that subpoenas shall not be
required. |If the proceeding is before an adninistrative
agency, that agency shall provide such interpreter but may
require that a party to the proceedi ng pay the expense
t her eof .

3. Mneys recovered as court costs for interpreters paid
through the revolving fund established in section 602.1302,
subsection 3, shall be deposited in that fund

Sec. 7. Section 622A.4, Code 1999, is anended to read as
fol |l ows:

622A. 4 FEE SET BY COURT _PAYMENT.

Every interpreter appointed by a court or admnistrative
agency shall receive a fee to be set by the court or
adm nistrative agency. I1f the interpreter is appointed by the
court in a civil case for a person who is indigent and unable
to secure an interpreter, the fee for the interpreter shall be
paid fromthe revolving fund established in section 602.1302,
subsection 3.

Sec. 8. Section 624.37, Code 1999, is anended to read as
foll ows:

624. 37 SATI SFACTI ON OF JUDGVENT PENALTY.

21 When t he anmount due upon judgnment is paid off, or satisfied
22 in full, the party entitled to the proceeds thereof, or those
23 acting for that party, nust acknow edge satisfaction
—thereof
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execution of an instrument referring to it, duly acknow edged
and filed in the office of the clerk in every county wherein
the judgrment is alien. A failure to do so within thirty days
after having been requested in witing shall subject the
delinquent party to a penalty of one hundred dollars plus
reasonabl e attorney fees incurred by the party aggrieved, to
be recovered in an action for the satisfaction or
acknow edgnment by the party aggrieved

Sec. 9. Section 631.12, Code 1999, is amended to read as
foll ows:

631.12 ENTRY OF JUDGMVENT SETTI NG ASI DE DEFAULT
JUDGVENT.

The
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lerk shall imediately enter the
4 judgnent in the small clainms docket and district court lien
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book, w thout recording. Such relief shall be granted as is
appropriate. Upon entering judgnent, the court may provide
for installnment paynents to be nade directly by the party
obligated to the party entitled thereto; and in such event
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execution shall not issue as |long as such paynents are nade
but execution shall issue for the full unpaid bal ance of the
judgnment upon the filing of an affidavit of default. Wen
entered on the small clains docket and district court lien
book, a small clainms judgnment shall constitute a lien to the
same extent as regular judgments entered on the district court
judgnment docket and lien book; but if a small clains judgnent
requires installnent paynents, it shall not be enforceable
until an affidavit of default is filed.

A defendant may nove to set aside a default judgnent in the
manner provi ded for doing so in district court by rule of
civil procedure 236.

Sec. 10. Section 633.48, Code 1999, is anended to read as
foll ows:

633.48 CERTI FI ED COPI ES AFFECTI NG FOREI GN REAL ESTATE.

A certified copy of any proceedings, order, judgnent, or
deed, affecting real estate in any county other than that in
whi ch admini stration or conservatorship is originally granted,
shal|l be furnished to the clerk of the court of the county
where such real estate is situated

- Upon
5 29 receipt of the certified copy, the clerk of court

—beentered
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assign a probate case nunber to
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the certified copy and file the copy using the nane of the
probate proceeding in the county sending the copy. The file
created by the county receiving a certified copy as provided
in this section shall not be considered an active file for
adnmi ni strative purposes.

Sec. 11. Section 633.51, Code 1999, is anended to read as
foll ows:

633.51 CERTI FI ED COPY RECORDED

The clerk of the court to which the proceedings are
transferred shal

within a newfile of the clerk's county, the certified copy of
the record entries referred to in section

—B33—49
— 633. 50.
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Sec. 12. Section 811.4, Code 1999, is amended to read as
fol |l ows:

811.4 UNDERTAKING OF BAIL AS LI ENS ON REAL ESTATE

Undert aki ngs of bail, inmediately after such undertaki ngs
are filed with the clerk of the district court, shall be
docketed as liens on real estate, entered upon the lien index
as required for judgnents in civil cases, and fromthe tine of
such entries, shall be liens upon real estate of the persons
executing the same. Attested copies of such undertaki ngs may
be filed in the office of the clerk of the district court of
the county in which the real estate is situated, in the sane
manner and with |ike effect as attested copies of civi
judgnments, and shall be inmedi ately docketed and indexed in
the sane manner. However, the provisions of this section
shall not apply to unsecured appearance bonds unl ess the
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court, for good cause shown, enters an order subjecting an
unsecur ed appearance bond to the requirenents of this section.

Sec. 13. Section 811.9, Code 1999, is amended to read as
foll ows:

811.9 FORFEI TURE OF APPEARANCE BOND

Sections 811.6 through 811.8 shall not apply in a case
where a sinple msdeneanor is charged upon a uniformcitation
and conpl ai nt and where the defendant has submitted an
unsecur ed appearance bond or has submtted bail in the form of
cash, check, credit card as provided in section 805.14, or
guaranteed arrest bond certificate as defined in section
321.1. Wien a defendant fails to appear as required in such
cases, the court, or the clerk of the district court, shall
enter a judgnent of forfeiture of the bond or bail. The
judgnment shall be final upon entry and shall not be set aside

Sec. 14. Section 633.29, Code 1999, is repeal ed.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill makes several changes governing the duties and
responsibilities of clerks of the district court and nmkes
ot her changes concerning the adm nistration of the judicial
system

Code sections 125.85 and 229.16 are anended to pernmt the
clerk of the district court to send copies of an order
di scharging a patient froma substance abuse or nental illness
facility by regular, rather than certified, mail

Code section 321A. 12 is anended to provide that the clerk
of the district court shall notify the departnment of
transportation of an unsatisfied civil judgment relating to
vehicle financial responsibility only upon witten request of
the judgrment creditor when the judgnment obligee fails to
satisfy the judgment within 60 days of the judgment.

Code section 602.1215 is anended to elimnate the state
resi dency requirement for persons applying for the position of
clerk of the district court and the county residency
requi renent for persons appointed clerk.

New subsection 6 to Code section 602.8103 gives the clerk
of the district court the authority to setoff any noneys held
by the clerk which is owed to a person agai nst any sumowed to
the clerk by that person.

Code sections 622A.3 and 622A. 4 are anended to authorize
the payment of interpreter fees in civil cases out of the jury
and wi tness fund when a person requiring assistance is
i ndi gent and unable to secure an interpreter. The jury and
wi tness fund shall be repaid fromcourt costs collected which
represent interpreter fees paid fromthe fund.

Code section 624.37 is anended to elimnate the ability of
a prevailing party to acknow edge satisfaction of a judgnent
by entering it on the court's record or docket. The ability
of a prevailing party to acknow edge satisfaction by executing
an instrument referring to it and then filed where the
judgnent is a lien is retained.

Code section 631.12 is anended to del ete the requirenent
that a small clains judgnment be entered on a space on the
original notice first filed.

Code section 633.29, providing for the creation by the
clerk of court of a book known as the probate record, is
repeal ed. Code sections 633.48 and 633.51 are anended to
del ete references to the probate record while retaining the
requirenent of the clerk to file the certified copy received.

Code section 811.4 is anended to provide that unsecured
appear ance bonds are to be entered on the lien i ndex and
treated |ike other undertakings of bail only upon order to the
court for good cause shown.

Code section 811.9 is anmended to permt the clerk of the
district court to enter conviction and judgnent when a
defendant fails to appear when charged by a uniformcitation
and conpl ai nt.
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