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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to the authority and immunitv of federal law
enforcement officers in makinyg arrests for nontederal crimes.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY O THE STATL OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 804.7A, subsection 2, 1999, is amended '
to read as follows:

2., A federal law enforcement officer has the same
authority, as provided in section 804.77-subsection-37y and has
the same immunity from suit in this state as a peace officer,
as defined in section 801.4, subsection-11; when making an
arrest in this state for a nonfederal crime itf-either-of-the
fotiowing-existss

a>--FPhe-federai-taw-enforecement-officer-has-reasonabte
grounds-for-beiieving-that-an-indictabte-publiic-offense-has
been-committed-and-has-reasonabte-grounds-for-betieving-that
the-person-to-be-arrested-has-committed-it.

br--Fhe-federai-taw-enforcement-officer-is-rendering
assistance-to-a-peace-officer-of-this-state-in-an-emergency-or
at-the-request-of-the-peace-officers
EXPLANATION
This bill expands the authority of federal officers to make ‘
an arrest for a nonfederal crime. The bill also expands the

immunity for acts to include acts within the expanded
authority. Under current law, federal law enforcement
officers may only make an arrest for an indictable public
offense, where the officer has reasonable grounds for
believing that the offense was committed and that the arrested
person committed the offense, and in certain situations where
the officer is rendering assistance to a state peace officer.
The bill eliminates the requirement that the offense be an
indictable offense and eliminates the requirements that are
placed on the rendering of assistance to state peace officers.
Nonindictable offenses which would be included in the expanded
federal law enforcement authority would include simple
misdemeanors and offenses which are scheduled viclations under
Code section 805.8.
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