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1 An Act relating to the establishment of a water quality 

2 initiative program by the department of agriculture and land 

3 stewardship and the department of natural resources, defining 

4 and providing for the use of credible data for quality control 

5 and assurance procedures, and providing for other properly 

6 related matters, and providing an applicability date. 
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1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 466.1 SHORT TITLE. 

2 This chapter shall be known and may be cited as "Initiative 

3 on Improving Our Watershed Attributes (Ion IOWA)". 
4 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 466.2 LEGISLATIVE GOALS. 
5 The goals of this chapter are to enhance water quality, 
6 create friendly water quality ecosystems, provide positive 

7 economic agricultural and environmental practices, promote 

8 coordinated efforts between private landowners and public 

9 interest groqps, and provide additional wildlife habitat. 

10 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 466.3 CONSERVATION BUFFER STRIP 

11 PROGRAM. 
12 1. As used in this section, "conservation buffer strip" 
13 means a riparian buffer, filter strip, waterway, contour 
14 buffer strip, shallow water area, field border, and any 

15 vegetative barrier on private land that meets the criteria 

16 established by the United States department of agriculture, 

17 natural resources conservation service. 
18 2. a. The department of agriculture and land stewardship, 
19 in consultation with the department of natural resources, 
20 shall establish a program to complement the United States 
21 department of agriculture's natural resources conservation 
22 service program to promote conservation buffer strips in this 

23 state. 
24 b. The department of agriculture and land stewardship 

25 shall request waivers from the United States department of 
26 agriculture to initiate pilot projects that reward landowners 
27 maintaining current conservation practices. The goal of the 
28 pilot projects is to discourage the destruction of existing 
29 conservation buffer strips and to' monetarily reward landowners 

30 who maintain quality conservation practices. Twenty-five 

31 percent of the program resources shall be committed to 

32 establishing pilot projects if the waivers are granted. 

33 c. The department of natural resources shall establish a 

34 prairie seed harvest program to assist in the restoration of 

35 prairies. The department shall carry out this program as a 
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1 subsidiary component to complement the seeding of habitat 
2 under the conservation buffer strip program. 

3 d. The five-year goal of the conservation buffer strip 
4 program shall be to meet the objective of water quality 
5 improvement. It is projected that the acreage sign-up shall 
6 be four hundred seven thousand acres with conservation buffer 

7 strips, of which sixty-seven thousand five hundred acres shall 

8 be in shallow water areas. 

9 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 466.4 CONSERVATION RESERVE ENHANCED 

10 PROGRAM. 

11 1. A conservation reserve enhanced program is established 
12 within the department of agriculture and land stewardship to 

13 restore or construct wetlands for the purposes of intercepting 
14 tile line runoff, reducing nutrient loss, improving water 

15 quality, and enhancing agricultural production practices. The 

16 program shall be directed primarily, but not exclusively, 

17 toward the tile-drained areas of the state. 

18 2. As a part of the conservation reserve enhanced program 
19 proposal to the United States department of agriculture, the 
20 department of agriculture and land stewardship shall request 
21 waivers relating to the conservation reserve program 

22 regulations if those regulations conflict with the statewide 

23 implementation of the conservation reserve enhanced program. 

24 3. The department of agriculture and land stewardship 

25 shall request the assistance of and consult with the United 

26 States department of agriculture natural resources 
27 conservation service and farm service agency to implement the 
28 conservation reserve enhanced program. The department shall 

29 also consult with county boards of supervisors, county 
30 conservation boards, private drainage district 

31 representatives, public drainage district representatives, and 

32 soil and water conservation districts affected by the 

33 implementation of the conservation reserve enhanced program. 

34 4. The department of agriculture and land stewardship 
35 shall maintain a record of all wetlands established pursuant 
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1 to the conservation reserve enhanced program including any 

2 conditions that may apply to the landowner's right to remove 

3 the wetland after the provisions of the conservation reserve 

4 enhanced program contract or easement is concluded. 

5 5. When establishing a wetland under this subsection, the 

6 department of agriculture and land stewardship shall be 

7 governed by the following requirements: 

8 a. Wetland construction or restoration shall not damage 
9 the value of property in any public or private drainage system 

10 without the property owner's consent. 

11 b. Wetland construction or restoration shall improve water 

12 quality and provide aesthetic and habitat benefits. 

13 c. Wetland construction or restoration under this section 

14 may be used to mitigate wetland removal by the landowner if it 

15 meets the requirements of federal agencies with wetland 

16 jurisdictional authorities. 

17 d. Wetland removal projects eligible for mitigation shall 

18 be classified based upon priority status. 

19 (1) First priority shall be given a wetland or farmed 

20 wetland with a designation of less than one acre based upon 

21 county inventories compiled by the United States department of 

22 agriculture. 

23 (2) Second priority shall be given a wetland or farmed 

24 wetland with a designation of one or more acres based upon 

25 county inventories compiled by the United States department of 

26 agriculture. 

27 e. A mitigation policy shall be limited to the confines of 

28 the specific watershed. 

29 6. The five-year goal of the conservation reserve enhanced 

30 program is the establishment of thirty-two thousand five 

31 hundred acres of wetlands. 

32 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 466.5 WATER QUALITY MONITORING. 

33 The department of natural resources shall operate water 

34 quality monitoring stations for the purpose of gathering 

35 information and data to establish benchmarks for water quality 
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1 in this state. 

2 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 466.6 WATER QUALITY PROTECTION 

3 PROGRAM. 

4 1. Conditioned on an appropriation for this purpose, the 

5 department of agriculture and land stewardship shall 

6 implement, in conjunction with the United States environmental 

7 protection agency and other entities, a program that provides 

8 multiobjective resource protections for flood control, water 

9 quality, erosion control, and natural resource conservation. 

10 2. Conditioned on an appropriation for this purpose, the 

11 department of agriculture and land stewardship shall implement 

12 a statewide, voluntary farm management demonstration program 

13 to demonstrate the effectiveness and adaptability of emerging 

14 practices in agronomy that protect water resources and provide 

15 other environmental benefits. The demonstration program shall 

16 be designed to concentrate on management techniques in both 

17 the livestock and crop genre and shall be offered to farm 

18 operators through an educational setting and demonstration 

19 projects. The demonstration program shall be offered in 

20 conjunction with the community colleges, Iowa state 

21 university, and private farmer demonstrations. The 

22 educational program shall be offered at no cost to farm 

23 operators who file a schedule F with the Internal Revenue 

24 Service and do not have permitted livestock facilities or are 

25 certified under a manure management plan. College credit 

26 shall be granted to those graduating from the educational 

27 program. 

28 3. Conditioned upon an appropriation for this purpose and 

29 private funding, the department of agriculture and land 

30 stewardship shall provide financial assistance for the 

31 establishment of permanent soil and water conservation 
32 practices. 

33 4. Conditioned upon an appropriation and matching federal 

34 funds for this purpose, the department of natural resources 

35 shall establish a septic tank program to assist homeowners 
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1 residing outside the boundaries of a city in improving on-site 

2 wastewater systems. The program shall be funded through a 

3 septic tank revolving loan fund created in section 455B.295. 

4 A septic tank loan to a homeowner shall not exceed ten 

5 thousand dollars and shall be repaid by a special property tax 

6 assessment levied against the homestead for a period not to 

7 exceed twenty years. 

8 5. The department of natural resources shall provide local 

9 watershed managers with geographic information system data for 

10 their use in developing, monitoring, and displaying results of 

11 their watershed work. The local watershed data shall be 

12 considered public records and are accessible to the public 

13 pursuant to chapter 22. 

14 Sec. 7. Section 455B.17l, Code 1999, is amended by adding 

15 the following new subsections: 

16 NEW SUBSECTION. lOA. "Credible data" is defined as 

17 scientifically valid chemical, physical, or biological 

18 monitoring data collected under a scientifically accepted 

19 sampling and analysis plan, including quality control and 

20 quality assurance procedures. Credible data shall be dated 

21 within five years before the department's date of listing or 

22 other determination under section 455B.194, subsection 1. 

23 NEW SUBSECTION. 14A. "Historical data" is defined as data 

24 collected more than five years before the department's date of 

25 listing or other determination under section 455B.194, 

26 subsection 1. 

27 NEW SUBSECTION. 19A. "Naturally occurring condition" is 

28 defined as any condition affecting water quality which is not 

29 caused by human influence on the environment including, but 

30 not limited to soils, geology, hydrology, climate, wildlife 

31 influence on the environment, and water flow with specific 

32 consideration given to seasonal and other natural variations. 

33 NEW SUBSECTION. 31A. "Section 303(d) list" is defined as 

34 any list required under section 303(d) of the federal Water 

35 Pollution Control Act. 

-5-



S.F. ~j11 H.F. 

1 NEW SUBSECTION. 3lB. "Section 305(b) list" is defined as 

2 any report or list required under section 305(b) of the 

3 federal Water Pollution Control Act. 

4 NEW SUBSECTION. 39A. "Total maximum daily load" is 

5 defined as the same as in the federal Water Pollution Control 

6 Act. 

7 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 455B.193 QUALIFICATIONS FOR 

8 COLLECTION OF CREDIBLE DATA. 

9 For purposes of this part, all of the following shall 

10 apply: 

11 1. Data is not credible data unless the data originates 

12 from studies and samples collected by the department, a 

13 professional designee of the department, or a qualified 

14 volunteer. For purposes of this subsection, "professional 

15 designee" includes the United States army corps of engineers, 

16 the United States geological survey, governmental agencies of 

17 the state other than the department, and 4 person hired by, or 

18 under contract for compensation with, the department to 

19 collect or study data. 

20 2. All of the following shall apply to credible data 

21 originating from collection or studies by a qualified 

22 volunteer: 

23 a. The qualified volunteer shall submit a water monitoring 

24 plan to the department in advance of the qualified volunteer's 

25 monitoring, and obtain the department's approval of such plan. 

26 The water monitoring plan shall be site-specific, and shall 

27 include all monitoring procedures which shall be used for that 

28 site, including a sampling and analysis plan, and quality 

29 control and quality assurance procedures. The water 

30 monitoring plan shall be approved by the department prior to 

31 the monitoring by the qualified volunteer. 

32 b. All data obtained by a qualified volunteer shall be 

33 reviewed and approved by the department. The qualified 

34 volunteer must provide proof to the department that the water 

35 monitoring plan was followed. The department shall review all 
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1 data collected by a qualified volunteer, verify the accuracy 

2 of the data collected by a qualified volunteer, and determine 

3 that all components of the water monitoring plan were 

4 followed. 

5 3. The department shall adopt rules establishing 

6 requirements for a person to become a qualified volunteer. 

7 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 455B.194 CREDIBLE DATA REQUIRED. 

8 1. The department shall use credible data to a reasonable 

9 certainty when doing any of the following: 

10 a. Developing and reviewing any water quality standard. 

11 b. Developing any statewide water quality inventory or 

12 other water assessment report except that credible data shall 

13 not be required for any section 305(b) list. 

14 c. Determining whether any water of the state is impaired. 

15 d. Determining whether any water of the state is to be 

16 placed on any section 303(d) list. 

17 e. Determining whether any water of the state shall be 

18 removed from any section 303(d) list. 

19 f. Determining whether any water of the state is 

20 supporting its designated use or other classification. 

21 g. Determining any degradation of a water of the state 

22 under 40 C.F.R. § 131.12. 

23 h. Establishing a total maximum daily load for any water 

24 of the state. 

25 2. Notwithstanding subsection 1, credible data shall not 

26 be required for any section 305(b) report and credible data 

27 shall not be required for the establishment of a designated 

28 use or other classification of a water of the state. 

29 3. Unless specifically excepted, water quality information 

30 which is not credible data shall not be used by the department 

31 for the uses described in subsection 1. 

32 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 455B.195 USE OR ANALYSIS OF 

33 CREDIBLE DATA. 

34 1. For any use or analysis of credible data described in 

35 section 455B.194, subsection 1, all of the following shall 
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1 apply: 

2 a. The data quality for removal of water of the state from 

3 any list of impaired waters including any section 303(d) list 

4 shall be the same as the data quality for adding a water to 

5 that list. Notwithstanding section 455B.194, subsection 1, 

6 for a water of the state placed on any section 303(d) list 

7 before July 1, 2002, credible data on the water of the state 

8 must be obtained in order for the water of the state to remain 

9 on the list for the next listing cycle. 

10 b. A water of the state shall not be placed on any section 

11 303(d) list if pollutant loads from a naturally occurring 

12 condition alone is sufficient to cause an applicable surface 

13 water quality standard to be exceeded. 

14 c. A water of the state shall not be placed on any section 

15 303(d) list if the impairment is caused solely by violations 

16 of existing permit limits or other pollution control measures 

17 and the enforcement of existing pollution control measures is 

18 required. 

19 d. A water of the state shall not be placed on any section 

20 303(d) list if the data shows an impairment, but technology-

21 based effluent limits or other required pollution control 

22 measures are adequate to achieve applicable water quality 

23 standards. 

24 e. A water of the state shall not be placed on any section 

25 303(d) list if the pollutant causing the impairment is 

26 unknown. 

27 f. When evaluating the waters of the state, the department 

28 shall develop and maintain three separate listings including a 

29 section 303(b) list, a section 305(d) report, and a listing 

30 for which further monitoring is necessary. The section 305(b) 

31 report shall be a cumulative listing of all potential 

32 impairments for which credible data is not required. If 

33 credible data is not required for a section 305(b) list, the 

34 placement of a water of the state on any section 305(b) list 

35 alone is not sufficient evidence for the water of the state's 
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1 placement on any section 303(d) list. A listing for which 

2 further monitoring is necessary shall include waters of the 

3 state where some data suggests an impairment, but which 

4 requires further investigation to meet the definition of 

5 credible data. 

6 g. A water of the state shall not be placed on any section 

7 303(d) list unless data quality objectives, as specified in 

8 the appropriate quality assurance plan, are met. Data quality 

9 objectives mean the qualitative and quantitative statements 

10 derived from the data quality objective process that clarify a 

11 study's technical and quality objectives, define the 

12 appropriate type of data, and specify tolerable levels of 

13 potential decision errors that will be used as the basis for 

14 establishing the quality and quantity of data needed to 

15 support decisions. 

16 h. The department shall take into consideration any 

17 naturally occurring condition when establishing or allocating 

18 responsibility for a total maximum daily load. 

19 i. Numerical standards shall have a preference over 

20 narrative standards. If the department has adopted a rule 

21 establishing a numerical criterion for a particular pollutant, 

22 a narrative criterion shall not be the basis for determining 

23 an impairment in connection with that pollutant unless the 

24 department identifies specific factors as to why the numerical 

25 criterion is not adequate to protect water quality. 

26 j. If the department has obtained credible data for a 

27 water of the state, the department may also use historical 

28 data for that particular water of the state for the purpose of 

29 determining whether any trends exist for that water of the 

30 state. 

31 2. This section shall not be construed to require or 

32 authorize the department to perform any act listed in section 

33 455B.194, subsection 1, not otherwise required or authorized 

34 by applicable law. 

35 Sec. 11. Section 455B.295, Code 1999, is amended by adding 
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1 the following new subsection: 

2 NEW SUBSECTION. 5. A septic tank revolving loan fund is 

3 created in the state treasury. The proceeds of the fund shall 

4 be used to loan moneys to homeowners residing outside the 

5 boundaries of a city to improve on-site wastewater systems. 

6 The revolving loan funds shall be administered by the 

7 authority and subject to section 16.31. Moneys deposited in 

8 the revolving loan fund shall be invested by the treasurer of 

9 state in cooperation with the authority and the income from 

10 investment shall be credited to and deposited in the revolving 

11 loan fund. Loans to homeowners shall be repaid within twenty 

12 years by a special assessment on the taxable valuation of the 
13 borrower's homestead. Upon request of the authority, the 

14 board of supervisors of the county in which the homestead is 

15 located, shall proceed to make and levy a special assessment 

16 for the repayment of loan, interest, and related costs 

17 pursuant to section 331.384 except that the repayment 

18 schedules shall not exceed twenty years. 
19 Sec. 12. APPLICABILITY OF SECTION 303(d) LISTS. This Act 

20 takes effect July 1, 2000. However, any requirements under 

21 this Act which apply to a section 303(d) list shall not apply 

22 for the section 303(d) list for the year 2000, but any 

23 requirements shall take effect for all section 303(d) lists 

24 created after the year 2000 list. 

25 EXPLANATION 

26 This bill provides for the establishment of water quality 

27 initiative programs by department of agriculture and land 

28 stewardship and the department of natural resources. The 

29 programs include a conservation buffer strip program, a 

30 conservation reserve enhanced program, a water quality 

31 monitoring program, and a water quality protection program. 

32 The department of agriculture and land stewardship is to 

33 establish the conservation buffer strip program in 

34 consultation with the department of natural resources to 

35 complement a similar program promoted by the United States 
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1 department of agriculture's natural resources conservation 

2 service program. Pilot projects are to be used to discourage 

3 the destruction of existing conservation buffer strips and 

4 monetarily reward landowners. A prairie seed harvest program 

5 is to be established to assist in the restoration of prairies 

6 and complement the seeding of habitat. 

7 A conservation reserve enhanced program is also established 

8 within the department of agriculture and land stewardship to 

9 restore, construct, and mitigate wetlands primarily in the 

10 tile-drained region of the state. The department is to 

11 request waivers of the United States department of agriculture 

12 if necessary to establish and maintain the program. 

13 Guidelines are established for establishing or restoring 

14 wetlands. A wetland is used to establish water quality, 

15 aesthetics, and wildlife benefits or to mitigate other 

16 wetlands. 

17 The department of natural resources is charged with 

18 operating water quality monitoring stations and gathering data 

19 to establish water quality benchmarks for the state. 

20 A water quality protection program is also established with 

21 the department of agriculture and land stewardship directed to 

22 implement, with the United States environmental protection 

23 agency, a program to provide multiobjective resource 

24 protections for flood control, water quality, erosion control, 

25 and natural resource conservation. The department is to 

26 implement a statewide, voluntary farm management demonstration 

27 program and establish financial assistance for permanent soil 

28 and water conservation practices. The implementation of these 

29 program is conditioned upon appropriations for the respective 

30 programs. 

31 Under the water quality protection program, the department 

32 of natural resources is to establish a septic tank program for 

33 landowners residing outside of city limits. The landowners 

34 could receive a loan, repayable in 20 years, to establish or 

35 upgrade the owner's on-site septic system. The department is 
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1 also to provide local watershed managers with geographic 

2 information system data for their watershed work. 

3 The bill also defines "credible data" and specifies its use 

4 by the department of natural resources in developing water 

5 quality standards, statewide water quality inventories, and 

6 related information related to evaluating water quality and 

7 determining responsibility for water pollution. 

8 The bill also provides that any requirement of the bill 

9 which applies to a section 303(d) list of polluted waters, 

10 shall take effect for all section 303(d) lists created after 

11 the year 2000 list. Section 303(d) refers to a section of the 

12 federal water Pollution Control Act which lists polluted 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

waters. 

-12-

LSB 6613SV 78 

tj/cf/24.1 



SENATE CLIP SHEET MARCH 8, 2000 Page 16 

SENATE FILE 2371 
5-5083 

1 Amend the amendment, S-5071, to Senate File 2371 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 28 the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. NEW SECTION. 455B.2A IOWA CLEAN WATER 
6 AWARD. 
7 An Iowa clean water award is created. The governor 
8 shall give the award annually to a city or other 
9 political subdivision which has met criteria 

10 established by the department of natural resources 
11 identifying exemplary efforts to improve water quality 
12 within its jurisdiction." 

5-5083 FILED MARCH 7, 2000 
ADOPTED 

By MIKE CONNOLLY 

(r. :>G""~ 
S-5084 

SENATE FILE 2371 

1 Amend the amendment, S-5071, to Senate File 2371 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 5, line 29, by striking the word 
4 "Credible". 
5 2. Page 5, by striking lines 30 through 36. 
6 3. By striking page 8, line 48 through page 9, 
7 line 2. 

5-5084 FILED MARCH 7, 2000 
LOST 

By JOE BOLKCOM 

(p·S-S~ 
SENATE FILE 2371 

S-5085 
1 Amend the amendment, S-5071, to Senate File 2371 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 9, by inserting after line 6 the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. LEGISLATIVE STUDY. The legislative 
6 council is-requested to establish an interim study 
7 relating to the use of plant nutrients on Iowa soil. 
8 The committee is directed to submit its findings, with 
9 any recommendations, in a report to the general 

10 assembly not later than January 15, 2001." 

S-5085 FILED MARCH 7, 2000 
ADOPTED 

{fl ~5:J 

By JOHN P. KIBBlE 
MIKE SEXTON 
MERLIN E. BARTZ 



SENATE CLIP SHEET MARCH 8, 2000 Page 15 

SENATE FILE 2371 
S-5080 

1 Amend the amendment, S-5071, to Senate File 2371 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 6, by inserting after line 1 the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. NEW SECTION. 455B.189 DISCHARGE POINT 
6 IDENTIFICATION. 
7 The department, pursuant to this division, shall 
8 consult with municipalities and industrial national 
9 pollutant discharge elimination system permit holders 

10 and develop guidelines regarding public identification 
11 of sites where national pollutant discharge 
12 elimination system permitted discharges occur to state 
13 waters." 

S-5080 FILED 
LOST 

MARCH 7, 2000 

By JOE BOLKCOM 

Ci·~5~) 
SENATE FILE 2371 

S-5o()81 
1 Amend the amendment, S-5071, to Senate File 2371 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 6, line 15, by inserting after the word 
4 "reviewed" the following: "and approved or 
5 disapproved". 

S-5081 FILED MARCH 7, 2000 
ADOPTED 

By MERLIN E. BARTZ 

(P,~5V 
SENATE FILE 2371 

S-5082 
1 Amend the amendment, S-5071, to Senate File 2371 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 5, by inserting after line 15 the 
4 following: 
5 " The state department of transportation and 
6 the department of natural resources shall collaborate 
7 to provide for the preservation of topsoil, erosion 
8 control, water impoundment during highway construction 
9 and reconstruction, and restoration and management of 

10 roadside right-of-way for prairie restoration, 
11 wildlife habitat, and erosion control." 

S-5082 FILED MARCH 7, 2000 
ADOPTED 

By DAVID MILLER 



SENATE CLIP SHEET MARCH 8, 2000 Page 14 

SENATE FILE 2371 
S-5075 

1 Amend the amendment, S-5071, to Senate File 2371 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 2, line 18, by inserting after the word 
4 "management." the following: "The department shall 
5 also collaborate with other public agencies and 
6 private organizations to develop wetland habitat and 
7 related projects to improve water quality." 

S-5075 FILED 
WITHDRAWN 

MARCH 7, 2000 

By DAVID MILLER 

( P,S51) 
SENATE FILE 2371 

S-5078 
1 Amend the amendment, S-5071, to Senate File 2371 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. By striking page 5, line 25, through page 9, 
4 line 13, and inserting the following: 
5 "Sec. Section 455B.172, Code 1999, is amended 
6 by adding the following new subsection: 
7 NEW SUBSECTION. 10. The department shall develop 
8 a methodology for water quality assessments as used 
9 for section 303(d) listings of the federal Water 

10 Pollution Control Act. The department shall also 
11 consult with the United States environmental 
12 protection agency, agricultural and environmental 
13 organizations, municipal and industrial associations, 
14 university representatives specializing in water 
15 quality, and citizen groups." 

S-5078 
LOST 

FILED MARCH 7, 2000 

By JOE BOLKCOM 

(p.SS:l.) 
SENATE FILE 2371 

S-5079 
1 Amend the amendment, S-5071, to Senate File 2371 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 2, line 48, by inserting after the word 
4 "program." the following: "The department shall also 
5 collaborate with other public agencies and private 
6 organizations to develop wetland habitat and related 
7 projects to improve water quality." 

S-5079 FILED MARCH 7, 2000 
ADOPTED 

{p.~slj 

By DAVID MILLER 



SENATE CLIP SHEET MARCH 8, 2000 Page 5 

SENATE FILE 2371 
S-5071 

1 Amend Senate File 2371 as follows: 
2 1. By striking everything after ~he enacting 
3 clause and inserting the following: 
4 "Section 1. NEW SECTION. 466.1 SHORT TITLE. 
S This chapter shall be known and may be cited as 
6 "Initiative on Improving Our Watershed Attributes (I 
7 on IOWA)". 
8 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 466.2 LEGISLATIVE GOAL. 
9 The goal of this chapter is to develop a 

10 comprehensive water quality program that will result 
11 in water quality improvements while reducing proposed 
12 regulatory impacts. The program shall use 
13 information, education, monitoring, technical 
14 assistance, data gathering and evaluation, incentives, 
15 and more efficient issuance of permits. The program 
16 is expected to have a menu of initiatives and 
17 approaches to appeal to a broad audience of 
18 participants and shall be coordinated so that 
19 individual initiatives work toward the objective of 
20 ~mproved water quality. The departments of 
21 agriculture and land stewardship and natural resources 
22 shall work cooperatively with federal agencies to 
23 obtain waivers and changes in rules and procedures at 
24 national and state levels to improve the federal 
25 programs' environmental and economic performance for 
26 Iowans. State agencies shall collaborate with other 
27 state agencies to attain the overall goal of water 
28 quality. 
29 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 466.3 CONSERVATION BUFFER 
30 STRIP PROGRAM. 
31 1. As used in this section, "conservation buffer 
32 strip" means a riparian buffer, filter strip, 
33 waterway, contour buffer strip, shallow water area for 
34 wildlife, field border, or any vegetative barrier on 
35 private land that meets the criteria established by 
36 the United States department of agriculture, natural 
37 resources conservation service. 
38 2. a. The department of agriculture and land 
39 stewardship, in consultation with the department of 
40 natural resources, shall establish a program to 
41 accelerate the United States department of 
42 agriculture's program to install conservation buffer 
43 strips in this state. 
44 b. The department of agriculture and land 
45 stewardship shall request waivers from the United 
46 States department of agriculture to initiate pilot 
47 projects that reward landowners maintaining current 
48 conservation practices. The goal of the pilot 
49 projects is to discourage the destruction of existing 
50 conservation buffer strips and to monetarily reward 
5-5071 -1-
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S-5071 
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MARCH 8, 2000 

1 landowners who maintain quality conservation 
2 practices. If the waivers are granted, up to twenty-
3 five percent of the program resources shall be 
4 committed to establishing pilot projects. 
5 c. The department of agriculture and land 
6 stewardship shall request a waiver from the United 
7 States department of agriculture for the purpose of 
8 establishing that a person who is subject to a twenty-
9 five percent reduction in conservation buffer strip 

10 payments due to grazing, shall be allowed ninety days 
11 to graze animals. 
12 d. The department of natural resources shall 
13 establish a prairie seed harvest program to assist in 
14 the restoration of prairies and provide for private 
15 land stewardship and public resource management 
16 through assistance with the implementation of buffer 
17 and filter strip practices, and public or private 
18 habitat development and management. The department 
19 shall carry out these efforts through landowner 
20 contacts and cooperation with private and public 
21 organizations. 
22 e. The five-year goal of the conservation buffer 
23 strip program shall be to meet the objective of water 
24 quality improvement by enrolling an additional four 
25 hundred seven thousand five hundred acres. 
26 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 466.4 CONSERVATION RESERVE 
27 ENHANCED PROGRAM. 
28 1. A conservation reserve enhanced program is 
29 established within the department of agriculture and 
30 land stewardship to restore or construct wetlands for 
31 the purposes of intercepting tile line runoff, 
32 reducing nutrient loss, improving water quality, and 
33 enhancing agricultural production practices. The 
34 program shall be directed primarily, but not 
35 exclusively, toward the tile-drained areas of the 
36 state. 
37 2. The department of agriculture and land 
38 stewardship shall request the assistance of and 
39 consult with the United States department of 

Page 6 

40 agriculture natural resources conservation service and 
41 farm service agency to implement the conservation 
42 reserve enhanced program. The department shall also 
43 consult with county boards of supervisors, county 
44 conservation boards, drainage district 
45 representatives, department of natural resources, and 
46 soil and water conservation districts affected by the 
47 implementation of the conservation reserve enhanced 
48 program. 
49 3. The department of agriculture and land 
50 stewardship shall maintain a record of all wetlands 
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1 established pursuant to the conservation reserve 
2 enhanced program including any conditions that may 
3 apply to the landowner's right to remove the wetland 
4 after the provisions of the conservation reserve 
5 enhanced program contract or easement is concluded. 
6 4. When establishing a wetland under this 
7 subsection, the department of agriculture and land 
8 stewardship shall be governed by the following 
9 requirements: 

10 a. Wetland construction or restoration shall not 
11 damage the value of property in any public or private 
12 drainage system without the property owner's consent. 
13 b. Wetland construction or restoration shall 
14 improve water quality and provide aesthetic and 
15 habitat benefits. 
16 c. Wetland construction or restoration under this 
17 section may be used to mitigate wetland removal by the 
18 landowner if it meets the requirements of federal 
19 agencies with wetland jurisdictional authorities. 
20 Where practical, priority shall be given to mitigating 
21 wetland removal within the same United States 
22 geological survey hydrologic unit code 8 watershed, 
23 but a watershed confines shall not limit the use of 
24 duly authorized wetland mitigation banks. 
25 5. The five-year goal of the conservation reserve 
26 enhanced program is the establishment of thirty-two 
27 thousand five hundred acres of wetlands. 
28 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 466.5 WATER QUALITY 
29 MONITORING. 

Page 7 

30 The department of natural resources shall operate 
31 water quality monitoring stations for the purpose of 
32 gathering information and data to establish benchmarks 
33 for water quality in this state. 
34 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 466.6 WATER QUALITY 
35 PROTECTION PROGRAM. 
36 1. Conditioned on an appropriation for this 
37 purpose, the department of agriculture and land 
38 stewardship shall implement, in conjunction with the 
39 federal government and other entities, a program that 
40 provides multiobjective resource protections for flood 
41 control, water quality, erosion control, and natural 
42 resource conservation. 
43 2. Conditioned on an appropriation for this 
44 purpose, the department of agriculture and land 
45 stewardship shall implement a statewide, voluntary 
46 farm management demonstration program to demonstrate 
47 the effectiveness and adaptability of emerging 
48 practices in agronomy that protect water resources and 
49 provide other environmental benefits. The 
50 demonstration program shall be designed to concentrate 
5-5071 -3-
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1 on management techniques in both- the livestock and 
2 crop genre and shall be offered to farm operators 
3 through an educational setting and demonstration 
4 projects. The demonstration program shall be offered 
5 in conjunction with the community colleges, Iowa state 
6 university, and private farmer demonstrations. 
7 Continuing education units shall be offered. The 
8 educational program shall be offered at no cost to 
9 farm operators who file a schedule F with the Internal 

10 Revenue Service and do not have permitted livestock 
11 facilities or are certified under a manure management 
12 plan. 
13 3. Conditioned upon an appropriation for this 
14 purpose and private funding, the department of 
15 agriculture and land stewardship shall provide 
16 financial assistance for the establishment of 
17 permanent soil and water conservation practices. 
18 4. Conditioned upon an appropriation and matching 
19 federal funds for this purpose, the department of 
20 natural resources shall establish a program to assist 
21 homeowners residing outside the boundaries of a city 
22 with improving on-site wastewater systems. The 
23 department shall adopt rules to administer the on-site 
24 wastewater system program. At a minimum, the rules 
25 shall determine criteria for enrollment into the 
26 program, identify methods and tools available for 
27 making and securing loans, establish limits for loan 
28 amounts and terms, and provide assistance to county 
29 environmental health officials to inspect on-site 
30 systems. The department of natural resources shall 
31 report to the general assembly on the progress of the 
32 on-site wastewater system program. 
33 5. Conditioned upon an appropriation for this 
34 purpose, the department of natural resources shall 
35 provide local watershed managers with geographic 
36 information system data for their use in developing, 
37 monitoring, and displaying results of their watershed 
38 work. The local watershed data shall be considered 
39 public records and are accessible to the public 
40 pursuant to chapter 22. 
41 6. Conditioned upon an appropriation for this 
42 purpose, the department of natural resources shall 
43 develop a program that provides support to local 
44 volunteer management efforts to the different programs 
45 concerned with water quality. The department shall 
46 assist in coordinating and tracking of the volunteer 
47 component of these programs to increase efficiency and 
48 avoid duplication of efforts in water quality 
49 monitoring and watershed improvement. 
50 7. Conditioned upon an appropriation for this 
S-5071 -4-
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1 purpose, the department of natural resources shall 
2 provide for activities supporting the analysis of 
3 water quality monitoring data for trends, eco-region-
4 based biological standards, and for the preparation 
5 and presentation of data to the public. 
6 8. Conditioned upon an appropriation for this 
7 purpose, the department of natural resources shall 
8 contract to assist its staff with the review of 
9 national pollutant discharge elimination system 

10 permits. 
11 9. Conditioned upon an appropriation for this 
12 purpose, the department of natural resources shall 
13 expand the floodplain protection education to better 
14 inform local officials that make decisions with regard 
15 to floodplain management. 
16 10. Conditioned upon an appropriation for this 
17 purpose, the department of natural resources shall 
18 continue the establishment of an effective and 
19 efficient method of developing a total maximum daily 
20 load program, based on information gathered on other 
21 ~tates' programs and investigation into alternative 
22 methods for satisfying the requirements. 
23 Sec. 7. Section 455B.171, Code 1999, is amended by 
24 adding the following new subsections: 
25 NEW SUBSECTION. lOA. "Credible data" means 
26 scientifically valid chemical, physical, or biological 
27 monitoring data collected under a scientifically 
28 accepted sampling and analysis plan, including quality 
29 control and quality assurance procedures. Credible 
30 data shall be dated within five years before the 
31 department's date of listing or other determination 
32 under section 455B.194, subsection 1. 
33 NEW SUBSECTION. 14A. "Historical data" means data 
34 collected more than five years before the department's 
35 date of listing or other determination under section 
36 455B.194, subsection 1. 
37 NEW SUBSECTION. 19A. "Naturally occurring 
38 condition" means any condition affecting water quality 
39 which is not caused by human influence on the 
40 environment including, but not limited to, soils, 
41 geology, hydrology, climate, wildlife· influence on the 
42 environment, and water flow with specific 
43 consideration given to seasonal and other natural 
44 variations. 
45 NEW SUBSECTION. 31A. "Section 303(d) list" means 
46 any list required under 33 U.S.C. $ 13l3(d). 
47 NEW SUBSECTION. 31B. "Section 305(b) list" means 
48 any report or list required under 33 U.S.C. $ 13l5(b). 
49 NEW SUBSECTION. 39A. "Total maximum daily load" 
50 means the same as in the federal Water Pollution 
S-5071 -5-
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2 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 455B.193 QUALIFICATIONS FOR 
3 COLLECTION OF CREDIBLE DATA. 
4 For purposes of this part, all of the following 
5 shall apply: 
6 1. Data is not credible data unless the data 
7 originates from studies and samples collected by the 
8 department, a professional designee of the department, 
9 or a qualified volunteer. For purposes of this 

10 subsection, "professional designee" includes 
11 governmental agencies other than the department, and a 
12 person hired by, or under contract for compensation 
13 with, the department to collect or study data. 
14 2. All information submitted by a qualified 
15 volunteer shall be reviewed by the department. The 
16 qualified volunteer shall submit a plan with data 
17 which includes information used to obtain the data, 
18 the sampling and analysis plan, and quality control 
19 and quality assurance procedures used in the 
20 monitoring process. The qualified volunteer must 
21 provide proof to the department that the water 
22 monitoring plan was followed. The department shall 
23 review all data collected by a qualified volunteer, 
24 verify the accuracy of the data collected by a 
25 qualified volunteer, and determine that all components 
26 of the water monitoring plan were followed. 
27 3. The department shall adopt rules establishing 
28 requirements for a person to become a qualified 
29 volunteer. 
30 The department of natural resources shall develop a 
31 methodology for water quality assessments as used in 
32 the section 303(d) listings and assess the validity of 
33 the data. 
34 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 455B.194 CREDIBLE DATA 
35 REQUIRED. 
36 1. The department shall use credible data to a 
37 reasonable certainty when doing any of the following: 
38 a. Developing and reviewing any water quality 
39 standard. 
40 b. Developing any statewide water quality 
41 inventory or other water assessment report except that 
42 credible data shall not be required for any section 
43 305(b) list. 
44 c. Determining whether any water of the state is 
45 impaired. 
46 d. Determining whether any water of the state is 
47 to be placed on any section 303(d) list. 
48 e. Determining whether any water of the state 
49 shall be removed from any section 303(d) list. 
50 f. Determining whether any water of the state is 
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1 supporting its designated use or other classification. 
2 g. Determining any degradation of a water of the 
3 state under 40 C.F.R. $ 131.12. 
4 h. Establishing a total maximum daily load for any 
5 water of the state. 
6 2. Notwithstanding subsection 1, credible data 
7 shall not be required for any section 305(b) report 
8 and credible data shall not be required for the 
9 establishment of a designated use or other 

10 classification of a water of the state. 
11 3. The use of credible data shall be consistent 
12 with the require~ents of the federal Water Pollution 
13 Control Act, 33 U.S.C. $ 1251 et seq. 
14 4. The department shall retain all information 
15 submitted by a q~alified volunteer including the 
16 identity of the qualified volun~eer submitcing the 
17 information, for a period of not less than ten years 
18 from the date of receipt by the department. All 
19 information submitted shall be a public record. 
20 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 455B.195 USE OR ANALYSIS 
21 OF CREDIBLE DATA. 
22· 1. For any use or analysis of credible data 
23 described in section 455B.194, subsection 1, all of 
24 the following shall apply: 
25 a. The data quality for removal of water of the 
26 state from any list of impaired waters including any 
27 section 303(d) list shall be the same as the data 
28 quality for adding a water to that list. 
29 Notwithstanding section 455B.19~, subsection 1, for a 
30 water of the state placed on any section 303(d) list, 
31 credible data on the water of the state must be 
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32 obtained in order for the water of the state to remain 
33 on the list for the next listing cycle. 
34 b. A water of the state shall not be placed on any 
35 section 303(d) list if pollutant loads from a 
36 naturally occurring condition alone is sufficient to 
37 cause an applicable surface water quality standard to 
38 be exceeded. 
39 c. A water of the state shall not be placed on any 
40 section 303(d) list if the impairment is caused solely 
41 by violations of national pollutant discharge 
42 elimination system program permits and the enforcement 
43 of the pollution control measures is requir2d. 
44 d. A water of the state shall not be placed on any 
45 section 303(d) list if the data shows an impairment, 
46 but technology-based effluent limits or other required 
47 pollution control measures are adequate to achieve 
48 applicable water quality standards. 
49 e. If a pollutant causing an impairment is 
50 unknown, the water of the state may be placed on a 
S-5071 -7-
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1 section 303(d) list. However, the department shall 
2 continue to monitor the water of the state to 
3 determine the cause of impairment before a total 

Page 12 

4 maximum daily load is established for the water of the 
5 state and a water of the state listed with an unknown 
6 status shall retain a low priority for a total maximum 
7 daily load development until the cause of the 
8 impairment is determined. 
9 f. When evaluating the waters of the state, the 

10 department shall develop and maintain three separate 
11 listings including a section 303(b) list, a section 
12 305(d) list, and a listing for which further 
13 monitoring is necessary. The section 305(b) list 
14 shall be a cumulative listing of all potential 
15 impairments for which credible data is not required. 
16 If credible data is not required for a section 305(b) 
17 list, the placement of a water of the state on any 
18 section 305(b) list alone is not sufficient evidence 
19 for the water of the state's placement on any section 
20 303(d) list. A listing for which further monitoring 
21 is necessary shall include waters of the state where 
22 some data suggests an impairment, but which requires 
23 further investigation to meet the definition of 
24 credible data. 
25 g. A water of the state shall not be placed on any 
26 section 303(d) list unless data quality objectives, as 
27 specified in the appropriate quality assurance plan, 
28 are met. Data quality objectives mean the qualitative 
29 and quantitative statements derived from the data 
30 quality objective process that clarify a study's 
31 technical and quality objectives, define the 
32 appropriate type of data, and specify tolerable levels 
33 of potential decision errors that will be used as the 
34 basis for establishing the quality and quantity of 
35 data needed to support decisions. 
36 h. The department shall take into consideration 
37 any naturally occurring condition when establishing or 
38 allocating responsibility for a total maximum daily 
39 load. 
40 i. Numerical standards shall have a preference 
41 over narrative standards. If the department has 
42 adopted a rule establishing a numerical criterion for 
43 a particular pollutant, a narrative criterion shall 
44 not be the basis for determining an impairment in 
45 connection with that pollutant unless the department 
46 identifies specific factors as to why the numerical 
47 criterion is not adequate to protect water quality. 
48 j. If the department has obtained credible data 
49 for a water of the state, the department may also use 
50 historical data for that particular water of the state 
S-507l -8-
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1 for the purpose of determining whether any trends 
2 exist for that water of the state. 
3 2. This section shall not be construed to require 
4 or authorize the department to perform any act listed 
5 in section 4558.194, subsection 1, not otherwise 
6 required or authorized by applicable law. 
7 Sec. 11. APPLICABILITY OF SECTION 303(d) LISTS. 
8 This Act takes effect July 1, 2000. However, any 
9 requirements under this Act which apply to a section 

10 303(d) list shall not apply for the section 303(d) 
11 list for the year 2000, but any requirements shall 
12 take effect for all section 303(d) lists created after 
13 the year 2000 list." 
By MERLIN E. BARTZ 

E. THURMAN GASKILL 
JOHN P. KIBBlE 
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1 Amend the amendment, S-5071, to Senate file 2371 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 4, line 32, by inserting after the word 
4 "program." the fOllowing: "Notwithstanding section 
5 8.33, unencumbered or unobligated funds remaining from 
6 the funds appropriated for this subsection shall not 
7 revert and shall be available for expenditure during 
8 subsequent fiscal years." 

5-5073 
ADOPTED 

FILED MARCH 7, 2000 

By MERLIN E. BARTZ 

(P.5?' I) 
SENATE FILE 2371 

5-5074 
1 Amend the amendment, S-5071, to Senate File 2371 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 5, by inserting after line 15 the 
4 following: 
5 " The state department of transportation and 
6 the department of natural resources shall collaborate 
7 on public transportation programs to provide for the 
8 preservation of topsoil, erosion control, water 
9 impoundment during highway construction and 

10 reconstruction, and restoration and management of 
11 roadside right-of-way for prairie restoration, 
12 wildlife habitat, and erosion control." 

By DAVID MILLER 

5-5074 FILED MARCH 7, 2000 
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S.P. 2311 H.F.' ----

Section 1. NEW SECTION. 466.1 SHORT TITLE. 
This chapter shall be known and may be cited as "Initiative 

Improving Our Watershed Attributes (Ion IOWA)". 
Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 466.2 LEGISLATIVE GOAL. 
The goal of this chapter is to develop a comprehensive 

6 water quality program that will result in water quality 
7 improvements while reducing proposed regulatory impacts. The 
8 program shall use information, education, monitoring, 
9 technical assistance, data gathering and evaluation, 

10 incentives, and more efficient issuance of permits. The 
11 program is expected to have a menu of initiatives and 
12 approaches to appeal to a broad audience of participants and 
13 shall be coordinated so that individual initiatives work 
14 toward the objective of improved water quality. The 
15 departments of agriculture and land stewardship and natural 
16 resources shall work cooperatively with federal agencies to 
17 obtain waivers and changes in rules and procedures at national 
18 and state levels to improve the federal programs' 
19 environmental and economic performance for Iowans. State 
20 agencies shall collaborate with other state agencies to attain 
21 the overall goal of water quality. 
22 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 466.2A IOWA CLEAN WATER AWARD. 
23 An Iowa clean water award is created. The governor shall 
24 give the award annually to a city or other political 
25 subdivision which has met criteria established by the 
26 department of natural resources identifying exemplary efforcs 
27 to improve water quality within its jurisdiction. 
28 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 466.3 CONSERVATION BUFFER STRIP 
29 PROGRAM. 

30 1. As used in this section, "conservation buffer strip" 
31 means a riparian buffer, filter strip, waterway, contour 
32 buffer strip, shallow water area for wildlife, field border, 
33 or any vegetative barrier on private land that meets the 
34 criteria established by the United States department of 
35 agriculture, natural resources conservation service. 
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1 2. a. The department of agriculture and land stewardship, 

2 in consultation with the department of natural resources, 

3 shall establish a program to accelerate the United States 

4 department of agriculture's program to install conservation 

5 buffer strips in this state. 

6 b. The department of agriculture and land stewardship 

7 shall request waivers from the United States department of 

8 agriculture to initiate pilot projects that reward landowners 

9 maintaining current conservation practices. The goal of the 

10 pilot projects is to discourage the destruction of existing 

11 conservation buffer strips and to monetarily reward landowners 

12 who maintain quality conservation practices. If the waivers 

13 are granted, up to twenty-five percent of the program 

14 resources shall be committed to establishing pilot projects. 

15 c. The department of agriculture and land stewardship 

16 shall request a waiver from the United States department of 

17 agriculture for the purpose of establishing that a person who 

18 is subject to a twenty-five percent reduction in conservation 

19 buffer strip payments due to grazing, shall be allowed ninety 

20 days to graze animals. 

r 5 

21 d. The department of natural resources shall establish a 

22 prairie seed harvest program to assist in the restoration of 

23 prairies and provide for private land stewardship and public 

24 resource management through assistance with the implementation 

25 of buffer and filter strip practices, and public or private 

26 habitat development and management. The department shall 

27 carry out these efforts through landowner contacts and 

28 cooperation with private and public organizations. 

29 e. The five-year goal of the conservation buffer strip 

30 program shall be to meet the objective of water quality 

31 improvement by enrolling an additional four hundred seven 

32 thousand five hundred acres. 

33 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 466.4 CONSERVATION RESERVE ENHANCED 

34 PROGRAM. 

5 1. A conservation reserve enhanced program is established 
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1 within the department of agriculture and land stewardship to 
2 restore or construct wetlands for the purposes of intercepting 
3 tile line runoff, reducing nutrient loss, improving water 
4 quality, and enhancing a9ricultural production practices. The 
5 program shall be directed primarily, but not exclusively, 
6 toward the tile-drained areas of the state. 
7 2. The department of agriculture and land stewardship 
8 shall request the assistance of and consult with the United 
9 States department Of agriculture natural resources 

10 conservation service and farm service agency to implement the 
11 conservation reserve enhanced program. The department shall 
12 also consult with county boards of supervisors, county 
13 conservation boards, drainage district representatives, 
14 department of natural resources, and soil and water 
15 conservation districts affected by the implementation of the 
16 conservation reserve enhanced program. The department shall 
17 also collaborate with other public agencies and private 
18 organizations to develop wetland habitat and related projects 
19 to improve water quality. 
20 3. The department of agriculture and land stewardShip 
21 shall maintain a record of all wetlands established pursuant 

i 22 to the conservation reserve enhanced program including any 
1 
l 23 conditions that may apply to the landowner's right to remove 
~ I 24 the wetland after the provisions of the conservation reserve 
1 2S enhanced program contract or easement is concluded. 
j 
» 26 4. When establishing a wetland under this subsection, the 
I 27 department of agriculture and land stewardShip shall be 
I 28 governed by the following requirements: 
I 29 a. Wetland construction or restoration shall not damage 
l 1 30 the value of property in any public or private drainage system 
! ) 31 without the property owner's consent. 

32 b. Wetland construction or restoration shall improve water 
33 quality and provide aesthetic and habitat benefits. 
34 c. Wetland construction or restoration under this section 
3S may be used to mitigate wetland removal by the landowner if it 
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1 meets the requirements of federal agencies with wetland 

2 jurisdictional authorities. Where practical, priority shall 

3 be given to mitigating wetland removal within the same United 

4 States geological survey hydrologic unit code 8 watershed, but 

5 a watershed confines shall not limit the use of duly 

6 authorized wetland mitigation banks. 

7 5. The five-year goal of the conservation reserve enhanced 

8 program is the establishment of thirty-two thousand five 

9 hundred acres of wetlands. 

10 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 466.5 WATER QUALITY MONITORING. 

11 The department of natural resources shall operate water 

12 quality monitoring stations for the purpose of gathering 

13 information and data to establish benchmarks for water quality 

14 in this state. 

15 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 466.6 WATER QUALITY PROTECTION 

16 PROGRAM. 

17 1. Conditioned on an appropriation for this purpose, the 

8 department of agriculture and land stewardship shall 

implement, in conjunction with the federal government and 

other entities, a program that provides multiobjective 

21 resource protections for flood control, water quality, erosion 

22 control, and natural resource conservation. 

23 2. Conditioned on an appropriation for this purpose, the 

24 department of agriculture and land stewardship shall implement 

25 a statewide, voluntary farm management demonstration program 

26 to demonstrate the effectiveness and adaptability of emerging 

27 practices in agronomy that protect water resources and provide 

28 other environmental benefits. The demonstration program shall 

29 be designed to concentrate on management techniques in both 

30 the livestock and crop genre and shall be offered to farm 

31 operators through an educational setting and demonstration 

32 projects. The demonstration program shall be offered in 

33 conjunction with the community colleges, Iowa state 

34 university, and private farmer demonstrations. Continuing 

5 education units shall be offered. The educational program 
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1 shall be offered at no cost to farm operators who file a 

2 schedule F with the Internal Revenue Service and do not have 

3 permitted livestock facilities or are certified under a manure 

4 management plan. 

5 3. Conditioned upon an appropriation for this purpose and 

6 private funding, the department of agriculture and land 
7 stewardship shall provide financial assistance for the 
8 establishment of permanent soil and water conservation 
9 practices. 

10 4. Conditioned upon an appropriation and matching federal 

11 funds for this purpose, the department of natural resources 

12 shall establish a program to assist homeowners residing 

13 outside the boundaries of a city with improving on-site 

14 wastewater systems. The department shall adopt rules to 

15 administer the on-site wastewater system program. At a 
16 minimum, the rules shall determine criteria for enrollment 
17 into the program, ioentify methods and tools available for 

18 making and securing loans, establish limits for loan amounts 

19 and terms, and provide assistance to county environmental 

20 health officials to inspect on-site systems. The department 

21 of natural resources shall report to the general assembly on 

22 the progress of the on-site wastewater system program. 
23 Notwithstanding section 8.33, unencumbered or unobligated 
24 funds remaining from the funds appropriated for this 
25 subsection shall not revert and shall be available for 
26 expenditure during subsequent fiscal years. 

27 5. Cor.ditioned upon an appropriation for this purpose, the 

28 department of natural resources shall provide local watershed 

29 managers with geographic information system data for their use 

30 in developing, monitoring, and displaying results of their 

31 watershed work. The local watershed data shall be considered 
32 public records and are accessible to the public pursuant to 
33 chapter 22. 

34 6. Conditioned upon an appropriation for this purpose, the 

35 department of natural ~esources shall develop a program that 
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1 provides support to local volunteer management efforts to the 

2 different programs concerned with water quality. The 

3 department shall assist in coordinating and tracking of the 

4 volunteer component of these programs to increase efficiency 

5 and avoid duplication of efforts in water quality monitoring 

6 and watershed improvement. 

7 7. Conditioned upon an appropriation for this purpose, the 

8 department of natural resources shall provide for activities 

9 supporting the analysis of water quality monitoring data for 

10 trends, eco-region-based biological standards, and for the 

11 preparation and presentation of data to the public. 

12 8. Conditioned upon an appropriation for this purpose, the 

13 department of natural resources shall contract to assist its 

14 staff with the review of national pollutant discharge 

15 elimination system permits. 

16 9. Conditioned upon an appropriation for this purpose, the 

17 department of natural resources shall expand the floodplain 

18 protection education to better inform local officials that 

19 make decisions with regard to floodplain management. 

20 10. The state department of transportation and the 

21 department of natural resources shall collaborate to provide 

22 for the preservation of topsoil, erosion control, water 

23 impoundment during highway construction and reconstruction, 

24 and restoration and management of roadside right-of-way for 

25 prairie restoration, wildlife habitat, and erosion control. 

26 11. Conditioned upon an appropriation for this purpose, 

27 the department of natural resources shall continue the 

28 establishment of an effective and efficient method of 

29 developing a total maximum daily load program, based on 

30 information gathered on other states' programs and 

31 investigation into alternative methods for satisfying the 

32 requirements. 

33 Sec. 8. Section 455B.171, Code 1999, is amended by adding 

34 the following new subsections: 

35 NEW SUBSECTION. IDA. "Credible data" means scientifically 
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1 valid chemical, phy£ical, or biological monitoring data 

2 collected under a scientifically accepted sampling and 

3 analysis plan, including quality control and quality assurance 

4 procedures. Credible data shall be dated within five years 

5 before the department's date of listing or other determination 

6 under section 455B.194, subsection 1. 

7 NEW SUBSECTION. l4A. "Historical data" means data 

8 collected more than five years before the department's date of 

9 listing or other determination under section 455B.194, 

10 subsection 1. 

11 NE~v SUBSECTION. 19A. "Naturally occurring condition" 

12 means any condition affecting water quality which is not 

13 caused by human influence on the environment including, but 

14 not limited to, soils, geology, hydrology, climate, wildlife 

15 influence on the environment, and water flow with specific 

16 consideration given to seasonal and other natural variations. 

17 NEW SUBSECTION. 31A. "Section 303(d) list" means any list 

18 required under 33 U.S.C. § 1313(d). 

19 NEW SUBSECTION. 31B. "Section 305(b) list" means any 

20 report or list required under 33 U.S.C. § 13l5(b). 

21 NEW SUBSECTION. 39A. "Total maximum daily load" means the 

22 same as in the federal Water Pollution Control Act. 

23 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 455B.193 QUALIFICATIONS FOR 

24 COLLECTION OF CREDIBLE DATA. 

25 For purposes of this part, all of the following shall 

26 apply: 

27 1. Data is not credible data unless the data originates 

28 from studies and samples collected by the department, a 

29 professional designee of the department, or a qualified 

30 volunteer. For purposes of this subsection, "professional 

31 designee" includes governmental agencies other than the 

32 department, and a person hired by, or under contract for 

33 compensation with, the department to collect or study data. 

34 2. All information submitted by a qualified volunteer 

35 shall be reviewed and approved or disapproved by the 

-7-



S.F. 2!71 H.F. 

1 department. The qualified volunteer shall submit a plan with 

2 data which includes information used to obtain the data, the 

3 sampling and analysis plan, and quality control and quality 

4 assurance procedures used in the monitoring process. The 

5 qualified volunteer must provide proof to the department that 

6 the water monitoring plan was followed. The department shall 

7 review all data collected by a qualified volunteer, verify the 

8 accuracy of the data collected by a qualified volunteer, and 

9 determine that all components of the water monitoring plan 

10 were followed. 

11 3. The department shall adopt rules establishing 

12 requirements for a person to become a qualified volunteer. 

13 The department of natural resources shall develop a 

14 methodology for water quality assessments as used in the 

15 section 303(d) listings and assess the validity of the data. 

16 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 455B.194 CREDIBLE DATA REQUIRED. 

17 1. The department shall use credible data to a reasonable 

18 certainty when doing any of the following: 

19 a. Developing and reviewing any water quality standard. 

20 b. Developing any statewide water quality inventory or 

21 other water assessment report except that credible data shall 

22 not be required for any section 305(b) list. 

23 c. Determining whether any water of the state is impaired. 

24 d. Determining whether any water of the state is to be 

25 placed on any section 303(d) list. 

26 e. Determining whether any water of the state shall be 

27 removed from any section 303(d) list. 

28 f. Determining whether any water of the state is 

29 supporting its designated use or other classification. 

30 g. Determining any degradation of a water of the state 

31 under 40 C.F.R. § 131.12. 

32 h. Establishing a total maximum daily load for any water 

33 of the state. 

34 2. Notwithstanding subsection 1, credible data shall not 

35 be required for any section 305(b) report and credible data 
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1 shall not be required for the establishment of a designated 

2 use or other classification of a water of the state. 

3 3. The use of credible data shall be consistent with the 

4 requiremenls of the federal water Pollution Control Act, 33 

5 U.S.C. S 1251 et seq. 

6 4. The department shall retain all information submitted 

7 by a qualified volunteer including the identity of the 

8 qualified volunteer submitting the information, for a period 

9 of not less than ten years from the date of receipt by the 

10 department. All information submitted shall be a public 

11 record. 

12 Sec. 11. NEW SSCTION. 455B.195 USE OR ANALYSIS OF 

13 CREDIBLE DATA. 

14 1. For any use or analysis of credible data described in 

15 section 455B.194, subsection IF all of the following shall 

16 apply: 

17 a. The data quality for removal of water of the state from 

18 any list of impaired waters including any section 303(d) list 

19 shall be the same as the data quality for adding a water to 

20 that list. Notwithstanding section 455B.194, subsection 1, 

21 for a water of the state placed on any section 303(d) list, 

22 credible data on the water of the state must be obtained in 

23 order for the water of the state to remain on the list for the 

24 next listing cycle. 

25 b. A water of the state shall not be placed on any section 

26 303(d) list if pollutant loads from a naturally occurring 

27 condition alone is sufficient to cause an applicable surface 

28 water quality standard to be exceeded. 

29 c. A water of the state shall not be placed on any section 

30 303{d) list if the impairment is caused solely by violations 

31 of national pollutant discharge elimination system program 

32 permits and the enforcement of the pollution control measures 

33 is required. 

34 d. A water of the state shall not be placed on any section 

35 303(d) list if the data shows an impairment, but technology-

-9-
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1 based effluent limits or other required pollution control 

2 measures are adequate to achieve applicable water quality 

3 standards. 

4 e. If a pollutant causing an impairment is unknown, the 

S water of the state may be placed on a section 303(d) list. 

6 However, the department shall continue to monitor the water of 

7 the state to determine the cause of impairment before a total 

8 maximum daily load is established for the water of the state 

9 and a water of the state listed with an unknown status shall 

10 retain a low priority for a total maximum daily load 

11 development until the cause of the impairment is determined. 

12 f. When evaluating the waters of the state, the department 

13 shall develop and maintain three separate listings including a 

14 section 303(b) list, a section 30S(d) list, and a listing for 

lS which further monitoring is necessary. The section 30S(b) 

16 list shall be a cumulative listing of all potential 

17 impairments for which credible data is not required. If 

18 credible data is not required for a section 305(b) list, the 

19 placement of a water of the state on any section 305(b) list 

20 alone is not sufficient evidence for the water of the state's 

21 placement on any section 303(d) list. A listing for which 

22 further monitoring is necessary shall include waters of the 

23 state where some data suggests an impairment, but which 

24 requires further investigation to meet the definition of 

2S credible data. 

26 g. A water of the state shall not be placed on any section 

27 303(d) list unless data quality objectives, as specified in 

28 the appropriate quality assurance plan, are met. Data quality 

29 objectives mean the qualitative and quantitative statements 

30 derived from the data quality objective process that clarify a 

31 study's technical and quality objectives, define the 

32 appropriate type of data, and specify tolerable levels of 

33 potential decision errors that will be used as the basis for 

34 establishing the quality and quantity of data needed to 

35 support decisions. 

-10-
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1 h. The departmen~ shall take into consideration any 
2 naturally occurring ~~ndition when establishing or allocating 
3 responsibility for a total maximum daily load. 
4 i. Numerical standards shall have a preference over 
5 narrative standards. If the department has adopted a rule 
6 establishing a numerical criterion for a particular pollutant, 
7 a narrative criterion shall not be the basis for determining 
8 an impairment in connection with that pollutant unless the 
9 department identifies specific factors as to why the numerical 

10 criterion is not adequate to protect water quality. 
11 j. If the department has obtained credible data for a 
12 water of the state, the department may also use historical 
13 data for that particular water of the state for the purpose of 
14 determining whether any trends exist for that water of the 
15 state. 
16 2. This section shall not be construed to require or 
17 authorize the department to perform any act listed in section 
18 455B.194, subsection 1, not otherwise required or authorized 
19 by applicable law. 
20 Sec. 12. LEGISLATIVE STUDY. The legislative council is 
21 requested to establish an interim study relating to the use of 
22 plant nutrients on Iowa soil. The committee is directed to 
23 submit its findings, with any recommendations, in a report to 
24 the general assembly not later than January 15, 2001. 
25 Sec. 13. APPLICABILITY OF SECTION 303(d) LISTS. This Act 
26 takes effect July 1, 2000. However, any requirements under 
27 this Act which apply to a section 303(d) list shall not apply 
28 for the section 303(d) list for the year 2000, but any 
29 requirements shall take effect for all section 303(d) lists 
30 created after the year 2000 list. 
31 
32 
33 
34 

35 
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HOUSE CLIP SHEET MARCH 21, 2000 

SENATE FILE 2371 
H-8416 

1 Amend Senate File 2371, as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 23, by inserting after the word 

Page 29 

4 "governor" the following: "and the general assembly". 
5 2. Page 1, line 26, by inserting after the word 
6 "resources" the following: "and the department of 
7 agriculture and land stewardship". 
8 3. Page 2, line 8, by striking the word "pilot". 
9 4. Page 2, line 10, by striking the word "pilot". 

10 5. Page 2, by striking lines 12 through 14 and 
11 inserting the following: "who maintain quality 
12 conservation practices." 
13 6. Page 2, by striking lines 29 through 32. 
14 7. Page 2, line 33, by striking the word 
15 "ENHANCED" and inserting the following: 
16 "ENHANCEMENT". 
17 8. Page 2, line 35, by striking the word 
18 "enhanced" and inserting the following: 
19 "enhancement". 
20 9. Page 3, line 11, by striking the word 
21 "enhanced" and inserting the following: 
22 "enhancement". 
23 10. Page 3, line 16, by striking the word 
24 "enhanced" and inserting the following: 
25 "enhancement". 
26 11. Page 3, line 22, by striking the word 
27 "enhanced" and inserting the following: 
28 "enhancement". 
29 12. Page 3, line 25, by striking the word 
30 "enhanced" and inserting the following: 
31 "enhancement". 
32 13. Page 4, by striking lines 7 through 9. 
33 14. Page 4, by striking line 17 and inserting the 
34 following: 
35 "1. The". 
36 15. Page 4, by striking line 23 and inserting the 
37 following: 
38 "2. The". 
39 16. Page 4, line 28, by inserting after the word 
40 "benefits." the following: "A demonstration program 
41 under this subsection may complement, but shall not 
42 duplicate, projects conducted by Iowa state university 
43 extension service." 
44 17. Page 5, by striking lines 5 and 6 and 
45 inserting the following: 
46 "3. The department of agriculture and land". 
47 18. Page 5, by striking lines 10 and 11 and 
48 inserting the following: 
49 "4. The department of natural resources". 
50 19. Page 5, by striking line 27 and inserting the 
H-8416 -1-
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HOUSE CLIP SHEET 

H-84l6 
Page 2 

1 following: 
2 "5. The" . 

MARCH 21, 2000 

3 20. Page 5, by striking line 34 and inserting the 
4 following: 
5 "6. The". 
6 21. Page 6, by striking line 7 and inserting the 
7 following: 
8 "7. The". 
9 22. Page 6, line 10, by striking the words ", 

10 eco-region based biological standards,". 
11 23. Page 6, by striking line 12 and inserting the 
12 following: 
13 "8. The". 
14 24. Page 6, by striking line 16 and inserting the 
15 following: 
16 "9. The". 
17 25. Page 6, by striking lines 26 and 27 and 
18 inserting the following: 
19 "11. The department of natural resources shall 
20 continue the". 
21 26. Page 6, by inserting after line 32 the 
22.following: 
23 " This section shall not apply to sites or 
24 locations where a stormwater permit has been issued 
25 pursuant to section 455B.l03A." 
26 27. Page 8, by inserting after line 10 the 
27 following~ 
28 II The department shall retain all information 
29 submitted by a qualified volunteer submitting the 
30 information for a period of not less than ten years 
31 from the date of receipt by the department. All 
32 information submitted shall be a public record." 
33 28. Page 8, by striking lines 21 and 22 and 
34 inserting the following: "other water assessment 
35 report." 
36 29. Page 8, by striking line 23. 
37 30. Page 8, line 25, by inserting after the word 
38 "on" the following: "or removed from". 
39 31. Page 8, by striking lines 26 and 27. 
40 32. Page 9, by striking lines 3 through 5 and 
41 inserting the following: 

Page 30 

42 "3. This section shall not be construed to require 
43 credible data as defined in section 455B.171, 
44 subsection lOA, in order for the department to bring 
45 an enforcement action for an illegal discharge." 
46 33. Page 9, by striking lines 6 through 11. 
47 34. Page 9, by inserting after line 16 the 
48 following: 
49 " The use of credible data shall be consistent 
50 with the requirements of the federal Water Pollution 
H-8416 -2-
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H-8416 
Page 3 

MARCH 21, 2000 

1 Control Act, 33 U.S.C. $ 1251 et seq." 
2 35. Page 9, by striking lines 20 through 24 and 
3 inserting the following: "that list." 
4 36. Page 9, by striking lines 25 through 28. 
5 37. Page 9, line 35, by inserting after the word 
6 "but" the following: "existing". 
7 38. Page 10, by striking line 14 and inserting 

Page 31 

8 the following: "section 303(d) list, a section 305(b) 
9 report, and a listing for". 

10 39. Page 10, line 16, by striking the word "list" 
11 and inserting the following: "report". 
12 40. Page 10, line 16, by striking the words 
13 "cumulative listing" and inserting the following: 
14 "summary". 
15 41. Page 10, line 18, by striking the word "list" 
16 and inserting the following: "report". 
17 42. Page 10, line 19, by striking the word "list" 
18 and inserting the following: "report". 
19 43. Page 10, by striking lines 26 through 35. 
20 44. Page 11, line 2, by inserting after the word 
21 "when" the following: "placing or removing any water 
22 of the state on any section 303(d) list, and". 
23 45. Page 11, by striking lines 5 through 10 and 
24 inserting the following: "narrative standards. A 
25 narrative standard shall not constitute the basis for 
26 determining an impairment unless the department 
27 identifies specific factors as to why a numeric 
28 standard is not sufficient to assure adequate water 
29 quality." 
30 46. By renumbering, relettering, or redesignating 
31 and correcting internal references as necessary. 

H-8416 FILED MARCH 20, 2000 
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By COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
HAHN of Muscatine, Chairperson 



HOUSE CLIP SHEET MARCH 23, 2000 Page 46 

SENATE FILE 2371 
H-8478 

1 Amend Senate File 2371, as amended, 
reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 

passed, and 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 

27 the 
following: 

"Sec. NEW SECTION. 466.2B ADOPT-A-STREAM 
PROGRAM. 

1. The department of natural resources shall 
establish and administer an adopt-a-stream program for 
purposes of organizing concerned citizens dedicated to 
the stewardship of the rivers and streams in the state 
and certifying sponsors under the program. 

2. A person may submit an application to the 
department of natural resources for purposes of 
sponsoring a specific portion of a river or stream in 
order to conduct conservation programs, projects, or 
activities involving the river or stream. The 
application shall include, at a minimum, the location 
of the sponsored portion of a river or stream, a 
contact person for the sponsor, and the types of 
programs, projects, or activities that the sponsor 
proposes to pursue. A sponsor shall receive and file 
with the application written consent to conduct 
programs, projects, or activities from property owners 
located adjacent to the sponsored river or stream. 
The consent shall include all information required by 
the department of natural resources. 

3. Upon approval of the application by the 
department of natural resources, the sponsor shall 
sign a sponsorship agreement with the department. The 
agreement shall designate the terms necessary for 
receiving a completion certificate recognizing the 
completion of the programs, projects, or activities 
conducted by the sponsor. The department of natural 
resources shall provide the sponsor with a completion 
certificate when the department determines that the 
terms of the sponsorship agreement have been met. 

4. Programs, projects, or activities conducted by 
a sponsor in the program shall include, but not be 
limited to, river and stream cleanup, riverbank and 
streambank stabilization, river and stream habitat 
improvement, tree and grass planting, water quality 
monitoring, river and stream access improvement, trail 
development, and educational programs. 

5. All rivers and streams in the state are 
eligible to be sponsored under the program. 

6. The department of natural resources may 
terminate a sponsorship if the department determines 
that a sponsor is not attempting to fulfill the terms 
and conditions of the sponsorship agreement." 

By WEIGEL of Chickasaw 
FALLON of Polk 

H-8478 FILED MARCH 22, 2000 
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SENATE FILE 2371 
8-8507 

1 Amend Senate File 2371, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 6, by inserting after line 32 the 
4 following: 
5 II Any work project or improvement with an 
6 estimated cost of twenty-five thousand dollars or more 
7 shall be undertaken as a public contract as provided 
8 in section 18.6, subsection 9. Notwithstanding any 
9 contrary section of the Code, the contract letting 

10 authority shall designate a contracting officer and 
11 shall establish procedures to manage the contract, 
12 approve bills for payment, and review proposed charge 
13 orders or amendments to the contract." 
14 2. By renumbering as necessary. 
By SUKUP of Franklin HUSER of Polk 

BRADLEY of Clinton RICHARDSON of Warren 
H-8507 FILED MARCH 22, 2000 
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SENATE FILE 2371 
H-8522 

1 Amend Senate File 2371, as amended, passed, and 
reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 

1. Page 7, by inserting after line 16 the 
following: 

"NEW SUBSECTION. 20A. "Other volunteer" means a 
person who is not the department, a professional 
designee of the department, or a qualified volunteer." 

2. Page 7, by inserting after line 16 the 
following: 

"NEW SUBSECTION. 28A. "Qualified volunteer" means 
a person, other than the department or a professional 
designee of the department, who has appropriate 
technical expertise and collects water quality-related 
data or information pursuant to a water monitoring 
plan approved in advance by the department and uses 
certified laboratories in accordance with section 
455B.113." 

3. Page 7, by inserting after line 22 the 
following: 

"NEW SUBSECTION. 41A. "Unrefined data" means 
water quality-related data or information collected by 
any other volunteer." 

4. Page 7, by striking lines 28 through 30 and 
inserting the following: "from studies and samples 
collected as follows: 

a. By the department, a professional designee of 
the department, or a qualified volunteer. 

b. Pursuant to a national pollutant discharge 
elimination system (NPDES) permit. 

For the purposes of this subsection, 
"professional". 

5. Page 8, line 1, by inserting before the word 
"plan" the following: "water monitoring". 

6. By striking page 8, line 34 through page 9, 
line 2 and inserting the following: 

"2. The department may use unrefined data as the 
basis for taking an action pursuant to this section 
only when all of the following conditions are met: 

a. The department has reviewed the unrefined data 
and confirmed its accuracy and appropriateness. 

b. The department has given ninety days' public 
notice of its intention to act based on the unrefined 
data." 

7. Page 9, line 6, by inserting after the word 
"information" the following: "related to water 
quality". 

By HUSER of Polk 
RICHARDSON of Warren 

H-8522 FILED MARCH 22, 2000 
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SENATE CLIP SHEET MARCH 24, 2000 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 2371 

S-5239 
1 Amend Senate File 2371, as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 23, by inserting after the word 
4 "governor" the followi ng: "and the general assembly". 
5 2. Page 1, line 26, by inserting after the word 
6 "resources" the following: "and the department of 
7 agriculture and land stewardship". 
8 3. Page 2, line 8, by striking the word "pilot". 
9 4. Page 2, line 10, by striking the word "pilot". 

10 5. Page 2, by striking lines 12 through 14 and 
11 inserting the following: "who maintain quality 
12 conservation practices." 
13 6. Page 2, by striking lines 29 through 32. 
14 7. Page 2, line 33, by striking the word 
15 "ENHANCED" and inserting the following: 
16 "ENHANCEMENT". 
17 8. Page 2, line 35, by striking the word 
18 "enhanced" and inserting the following: 
19 "enhancement". 
20 9. Page 3, line 11, by striking the word 
21 "enhanced" and inserting the following: 
22 "enhancement". 
23 10. Page 3, line 16, by striking the word 
24 "enhanced" and inserting the following: 
2S "enhancement". 
26 11. Page 3, line 22, by striking the word 
27 "enhanced" and inserting the following: 
28 "enhancement". 
29 12. Page 3, line 25, by striking the word 
30 "enhanced" and inserting the following: 
31 "enhancement". 
32 13. Page 4, by striking lines 7 through 9. 
33 14. Page 4, by striking line 17 and inserting the 
34 following: 
35 "1. The". 
36 15. Page 4, by striking line 23 and inserting the 
37 following: 
38 "2. The". 
39 16. Page 4, line 28, by inserting after the word 
40 "benefits." the following: "A demonstration program 
41 under this subsection may complement, but shall not 
42 duplicate, projects conducted by Iowa state university 
43 extension service." 
44 17. Page 5, by striking lines 5 and 6 and 
45 inserting the following: 
46 "3. The department of agriculture and land". 
47 18. Page 5, by striking lines 10 and 11 and 
48 inserting the following: 
49 "4. The department of natural resources". 
50 19. Page 5, by striking line 27 and inserting the 
S-5239 -1-
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SENATE CLIP SHEET 

S-5239 
Page 2 

1 following: 
2 "5. The" • 

MARCH 24, 2000 

3 20. Page 5, by striking line 34 and inserting the 
4 following: 
5 "6. The". 
6 21. Page 6, by striking line 7 and inserting the 
7 following: 
8 "7. The". 
9 22. Page 6, line 10, by striking the words ", 

10 eco-region based biological standards,". 
11 23. Page 6, by striking line 12 and inserting the 
12 following: 
13 "8. The". 
14 24. Page 6, by striking line 16 and inserting the 
15 following: 
16 "9. The". 
17 25. Page 6, by striking lines 26 and 27 and 
18 inserting the following: 
19 "11. The department of natural resources shall 
20 continue the". 
21 26. Page 6, by inserting after line 32 the 
22 following: 
23 " This section shall not apply to sites or 
24 locations where a stormwater permit has been issued 
25 pursuant to section 455B.I03A." 
26 27. Page 6, by inserting after line 32 the 
27 following: 
28 " Any work project or improvement with an 
29 estimated cost of twenty-five thousand dollars or more 
30 shall be undertaken as a public contract as provided 
31 in section 18.6, subsection 9. Notwithstanding any 
32 contrary section of the Code, the contract letting 
33 authority shall designate a contracting officer and 
34 shall establish procedures to manage the contract, 
35 approve bills for payment, and review proposed charge 
36 orders or amendments to the contract." 
37 28. Page 8, by inserting after line 10 the 
38 following: 
39 " The department shall retain all information 
40 submitted by a qualified volunteer submitting the 
41 information for a period of not less than ten years 
42 from the date of receipt by the department. All 
43 information submitted shall be a public record." 
44 29. Page 8, by striking lines 21 and 22 and 
45 inserting the following: "other water assessment 
46 report." 
47 30. Page 8, by striking line 23. 
48 31. Page 8, line 25, by inserting after the word 
49 "on" the following: "or removed from". 
50 32. Page 8, by striking lines 26 and 27. 
S-5239 -2-
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SENATE CLIP SHEET MARCH 24, 2000 

S-5239 
Page 3 

1 33. Page 9, by striking lines 3 through 5 and 
2 inserting the following: 
3 "3. This section shall not be construed to require 
4 credible data as defined in section 455B.171, 
5 subsection lOA, in order for the department to bring 
6 an enforcement action for an illegal discharge." 
7 34. Page 9, by striking lines 6 through 11. 
8 35. Page 9, by inserting after line 16 the 
9 following: 

10 " The use of credible data shall be consistent 
11 with~e requirements of the federal Water Pollution 
12 Control Act, 33 U.S.C. $ 1251 et seq." 
13 36. Page 9, by striking lines 20 through 24 and 
14 inserting the following: "that list." 
15 37. Page 9, by striking lines 25 through 28. 
16 38. Page 9, line 35, by inserting after the word 
17 "but" the following: "existing". 
18 39. Page 10, by striking line 14 and inserting 
19 the following: "section 303(d) list, a section 305(b) 
20 report, and a listing for". 
21 40. Page 10, line 16, by striking the word "list" 
22 ~nd inserting the following: "report". 
23 41. Page 10, line 16, by striking the words 
24 "cumulative listing" and inserting the following: 
25 "summary". 
26 42. Page 10, line 18, by striking the word "list" 
27 and inserting the following: "report". 
28 43. Page 10, line 19, by striking the word "list" 
29 and inserting the following: "report". 
30 44. Page 10, by striking lines 26 through 35. 
31 45. Page 11, line 2, by inserting after the word 
32 "when" the following: "placing or removing any water 
33 of the state on any section 303(d) list, and". 
34 46. Page 11, by striking lines 5 through 10 and 
35 inserting the following: "narrative standards. A 
36 narrative standard shall not constitute the basis for 
37 determining an impairment unless the department 
38 identifies specific factors as to why a numeric 
39 standard is not sufficient to assure adequate water 
40 quality." 
41 47. By renumbering, relettering, or redesignating 
42 and correcting internal references as· necessary. 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

S-5239 FILED MARCH 23, 2000 
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SENATE CLIP SHEET APRIL 4, 2000 

SENATE FILE 2371 
5-5331 

1 Amend the House amendment, S-5239, to Senate File 
2 2371, as amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, 
3 as follows: 
4 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 2 the 
5 following: 
6 " Page 1, line 21, by inserting before the 
7 word~ater" the following: "improved". 
8 Page 1, line 21, by inserting after the word 
9 "quality." the following: "The state department of 

10 transportation and the department of natural resources 
11 shall collaborate to provide for the preservation of 
12 topsoil, erosion control, water impoundment during 
13 highway construction and reconstruction, and 
14 restoration and management of roadside right-of-way 
15 for prairie restoration, wildlife habitat, and erosion 
16 control."" 
17 2. Page 1, by striking lines 10 through 12 and 
18 inserting the following: 
19 " Page 2, line 14, by striking the word 
20 "pilot"." 
21 3. Page 1, by striking line 13. 
22 4. Page 1, by inserting after line 31 the 
23 following: 
24 " Page 3, line 25, by striking the word "is" 
25 and inserting the following: "are". 

~ 26 Page 4, line 2, by striking the word 
27 "practical" and inserting the following: 
28 "practicable"." 
29 5. Page 1, by striking line 32. 
30 6. Page 1, by inserting after line 43 the 
31 following: 
32 " Page 4, line 30, by striking the word 
33 "genre" and inserting the fOllowing: "genres"." 
34 7. Page 2, by inserting after line 16 the 
35 following: 
36 " Page 6, line 17, by striking the word 
37 "the~ 
38 Page 6, by striking lines 20 through 25." 
39 a:- Page 2, by striking lines 21 through 25. 

-,~--- 40 9. Page 2, by striking lines 28 through 36 and 
41 inserting the following: 
42 "Sec. Section 16lC.2, subsection 1, Code 
43 1999, is amended to read as follows: 
44 1. a. Each soil and water conservation district, 
45 alone and whenever practical in conjunction with other 
46 districts, shall carry out district-wide and multiple-
47 district projects to support water protection 
48 practices in the district or districts, including 
49 projects to protect this state's groundwater and 
50 surface water from point and nonpoint sources of 
5-5331 -1-
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1 contamination, including but not limited to 
2 contamination by agricultural drainage wells, 
3 sinkholes, sedimentation, or chemical pollutants. 
4 b. Any work project with an estimated cost of 
5 twenty-five thousand dollar~ or more shall be 
6 undertaken as a public contract as provided in 
7 chapters 73A and 573. The local contracting 
8 organization shall designate a contracting officer and 
9 shall establish procedures to manage the contract, 

10 approve bills for payment, and review proposed change 
11 orders or amendments to the contract." 
12 10. Page 2, by inserting before line 37 the 
13 following: 
14 "__ Page 7, by striki.ng lines 4 through 6 and 
15 inserting the following: "procedures. Data dated 
16 more than five years before the department's date of 
17 listing or other determination under section 455B.194, 
18 subsection 1, shall be presumed not to be credible 
19 data unless the department identifies compelling 
20 reasons as to why the data is credible." 
21 L--. Page 8, line 1, by inserting before the word 
22 "plan" the following: "site specific"." 
23 11. Page 2, by inserting after line 43 the 
44 following: 
25 "__ Page 8, lines 17 and 18, by striking the 
26 words "to a reasonable certainty"." 
27 12. Page 3, by inserting after line 15 the 
28 following: 
29 "__ Page 9, line 32, by inserting after the 
30 word "permits" the following: "or stormwater permits 
31 issued pursuant to section 455B.103A"." 
32 13. Page 3, by inserting after line 17 the 
33 following: 
34 "__ Page 10, line 11, by inserting after the 
35 word "determined" the following: "unless the 
36 department, after taking into consideration the use of 
37 the water of the state and the severity of the 
38 pollutant, identifies compelling reasons as to why the 
39 water of the state should not have a low priority"." 
40 14. Page 3, by inserting after line 20 the 
41 following: 
42 " Page 10, line 15, by inserting after the 
43 word"li""further" the following: "investigative"." 
44 15. Page 3, by inserting after line 29 the 
45 following: 
46 " Page 10, by striking lines 21 through 25 
47 and inserting the following: "placement on any 
48 section 303(d) list. When developing a section 303(d) 
49 list, the department is not required to use all data, 
50 but the department shall assemble and evaluate all 
S-533l -2-
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1 existing and readily available water quality-related 
2 data and information. The department shall provide 
3 documentation to the regional administrator of the 
4 federal environmental protection agency to support the 
5 state's determination to list or not to list its 
6 waters."" 
7 16. By renumbering, relettering, or redesignating 
8 and correcting internal references as necessary. 

By MERLIN E. BARTZ 

S-5331 FILED APRIL 3, 2000 
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SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE AMENDMENT TO S. F. 2371 
H-8727 

1 Amend the House amendment, S-5239, to Senate File 
2 2371, as amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, 
3 as follows: 
4 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 2 the 
5 following: 
6 " Page 1, line 21, by inserting before the 
7 word~ater" the following: "improved". 
8 ___ Page 1, line 21, by inserting after the word 
9 "quality." the following: "The state department of 

10 transportation and the department of natural resources 
11 shall collaborate to provide for the preservation of 
12 topsoil, erosion control, water impoundment during 
13 highway construction and reconstruction, and 
14 restoration and management of roadside right-of-way 
15 for prairie restoration, wildlife habitat, and erosion 
16 control."" 
17 2. Page 1, by striking lines 10 through 12 and 
18 inserting the following: 
19 " Page 2, line 14, by striking the word 
20 "pilot"." 
21 3. Page 1, by striking line 13. 
22 4. Page 1, by inserting after line 31 the 
23 following: 
24 " Page 3, line 25, by striking the word "is" 
25 and inserting the following: "are". 
26 ___ Page 4, line 2, by striking the word 
27 "practical" and inserting the following: 
28 "practicable"." 
29 5. Page 1, by striking line 32. 
30 6. Page 1, by inserting after line 43 the 
31 following: 
32 "___ Page 4, line 30, by striking the word 
33 "genre" and inserting the following: "genres"." 
34 7. Page 2, by inserting after line 16 the 
35 following: 
36 " Page 6, line 17, by striking the word 
37 "the-;;-:-
38 Page 6, by striking lines 20 through 25." 
39 8. Page 2, by striking lines 21 through 25. 
40 9. Page 2, by striking lines 28 through 36 and 
41 inserting the following: 
42 "Sec. Section 16lC.2, subsection 1, Code 
43 1999, is amended to read as follows: 
44 1. a. Each soil and water conservation district, 
45 alone and whenever practical in conjunction with other 
46 districts, shall carry out district-wide and multiple-
47 district projects to support water protection 
48 practices in the district or districts, including 
49 projects to protect this state's groundwater and 
50 surface water from point and nonpoint sources of 
B-8727 -1-
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1 contamination, including but not limited to 
2 contamination by agricultural drainage wells, 
3 sinkholes, sedimentation, or chemical pollutants. 
4 b. Any work project with an estimated cost of 
5 twenty-five thousand dollars or more shall be 
6 undertaken as a public contract as provided in 
7 chapters 73A and 573. The local contracting 

Page 17 

8 organization shall designate a contracting officer and 
9 shall establish procedures to manage the contract, 

10 approve bills for payment, and review proposed change 
11 orders or amendments to the contract." 
12 10. Page 2, by inserting before line 37 the 
13 following: 
14 "__ Page 7, by striking lines 4 through 6 and 
15 inserting the following: "procedures. Data dated 
16 more than five years before the department's date of 
17 listing or other determination under section 455B.194, 
18 subsection 1, shall be presumed not to be credible 
19 data unless the department identifies compelling 
20 reasons as to why the data is credible." 
21 __ Page 8, line 1, by inserting before the word 
22 "plan" the following: "site specific"." 
23 11. Page 2, by inserting after line 43 the 
24 following: 
25 " Page 8, lines 17 and 18, by striking the 
26 wordS"'to a reasonable certainty"." 
27 12. Page 3, by inserting after line 15 the 
28 following: 
29 " Page 9, line 32, by inserting after the 
30 word"Permits" the following: "or stormwater permits 
31 issued pursuant to section 455B.103A"." 
32 13. Page 3, by inserting after line 17 the 
33 following: 
34 " Page 10, line 11, by inserting after the 
35 wordli"(Ietermined" the following: "unless the 
36 department, after taking into consideration the use of 
37 the water of the state and the severity of the 
38 pollutant, identifies compelling reasons as to why the 
39 water of the state should not have a low priority"." 
40 14. Page 3, by inserting after line 20 the 
41 following: 
42 " Page 10, line 15, by inserting after the 
43 word--;;-Yurther" the following: "investigative"." 
44 15. Page 3, by inserting after line 29 the 
45 following: 
46 " Page 10, by striking lines 21 through 25 
47 and inserting the following: "placement on any 
48 section 303(d) list. When developing a section 303(d) 
49 list, the department is not required to use all data, 
50 but the department shall assemble and evaluate all 
H-8727 -2-
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1 existing and readily available water quality-related 
2 data and information. The department shall provide 
3 documentation to the regional administrator of the 

Page 18 

4 federal environmental protection agency to support the 
5 state's determination to list or not to list its 
6 waters."" 
7 16. By renumbering, relettering, or redesignating 
8 and correcting internal references as necessary. 

H-8727 FILED APRIL 4, 2000 
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SENATE FILE 2371 
FISCAL NOTE 

A fiscal note for Senate File 2371 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule 
17. Data used in developing this fiscal note is available from the Legislative 
Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request. 

SUMMARY 

Senate File 2371 1S the establishment of the Initiative on Improving Our 
Watershed Attributes. The Initiative implements a number of programs in the 
Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship and the Department of Natural 
Resources with the objective of improving and protecting Iowa's water 
resources. 

ASSUMPTIONS 

The following programs will be included in the Initiative: 

1. A Conservation Buffer Strip Program will be implemented by the Department 
of Agriculture and Land Stewardship with cooperation from the Department 
of Natural Resources. This Program encourages landowners to enroll in the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources 
Conservation Reserve Program and establishes a prairie seed and harvest 
program. The estimated cost is $1.7 million from the Rebuild Iowa 
Infrastructure Fund (RIIF), $1.9 million from the Fish and Game Protection 
Fund, and $60.3 million in federal funds from the USDA. 

2. A Conservation Reserve Enhanced Program (CREP) that provides incentives 
for wetlands development. The Department of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship will request waivers from the USDA to maintain conservation 
efforts currently in place. The estimated cost is $600,000 from the RIIF 
and $2.4 million in federal funds from the USDA. 

3. The expansion of the Water Quality Monitoring 
reliable information on the quality of Iowa's 
IS $1.4 million from the RIIF, $500,000 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 

network~ This will provide 
waters. The estimated cost 
from federal funds from the 
$600,000 from other funds. 

4. The expansion of the Iowa Watershed Protection Program in conjunction with 
the federal Environmental Protection Agency. There was an appropriation 
of $1.3 million in FY 2000 for this Program from the R1IF. Additional 
funds will provide resource protection for flood control, water quality, 
erosion control and, and natural resource conservation. The estimated 
cost is $1.4 million from the RIIF and $3.3 million in federal funds from 
the EPA and private matching funds. 

5. The implementation 
crop and livestock 
coordination with 
estimated cost IS 

of the Nutrient Management Program that demonstrates 
management techniques. The program will be In 

community colleges and Iowa State University. The 
$700,000 from the RIIF and it 1S estimated to save 
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producers approximately $8.0 million from the reduction of nitrogen used 1n 
fertilizer. 

6. Writing demonstration grants is estimated to cost $50,000 from the RIIF 
which will generate $500,000 in USDA federal grant moneys from the 
Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program. 

7. Establishment of financial assistance for permanent soil and water 
conservation practices is estimated to cost $2.0 million from the RIIF and 
$2.0 million from landowner matching funds. 

8. Establishment of a Septic Tank Program that will provide low-cost loans to 
homeowners for wastewater system improvements located outside of a city 
limit is estimated to cost $600,000 from the RIIF and $2.4 million in 
federal funds from the EPA. 

9. The increased collection of watershed data for Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) is estimated to cost $130,000 from the RIIF. 

10. Enhancement of water quality planning, standards, and assessment is 
estimated to cost $300,000 from the RIIF. 

11. Enhancement of floodplain protection by providing educational programs and 
information to local officials is estimated to cost $250,000 from the 
RIIf. 

12. Implementation of Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) measurements as required 
by the EPA 1S estimated to cost $140,000 from the RIIF. 

13. Expansion 
to cost 

of the volunteer water quality monitoring program is estimated 
$70,000 from the RIIF and save approximately $700,000 from 

volunteer workers. 

14. Writing grants in the Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship is 
estimated to cost $50,000 from the RIIF which will generate $500,000 in 
federal funds from the North America Wetlands Conservation Act. 

15. The Wetlands Conservation 
RIIF, $300,000 from the 
$150,000 from other funds. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Projects is estimated to cost $150,000 from the 
North America Wetlands Conservation Act, and 

The estimated fiscal impact of SF 2371 is an increase in expenditures of $9.5 
million from the RIIF and an increase of $1.9 million from the Fish and Game 
Protection Fund for FY 2001. Matching funds from federal programs and other 
sources are estimated at $81.7 million. 

SOURCE 

Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 
Department of Natural Resources 

(LSB 6613SV, DFK) 
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SE~A~E FILE 2371 

AN ACT 

RELAT!NG TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A WATER QUALITY INITIATIVE 

?ROGrtAM BY THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND LAND STEWARD­

S:!:? AND THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, DEF:N~:-;G 

A~D ?ROV:D:NG fOR THE USE OF CREDIB:';:; DA'::A FOR QliAL:TY CON~ROL 

.;ND ASSURANCE PROCEDL:RES, AND PROVIDING FeR OTHER ?ROPERLY 

RE~TED MATTERS, AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY JATE. 

BE ,~ ENAC~ED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Sec~ion 1. NEW SECTION. 466.1 SHORT TITLE. 

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as "Initiative 

on Improving Our Watershed Attributes (Ion IOWA)". 

Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 466.2 LEGISLATIVE GOAL. 

The goal of this chapter is to develop a comprehensive 

wate~ quality program that will result in water quality 

i~proveme~ts while reducing proposed regulatory impacts. The 

prog~am snaIl use information, education, monitoring, 

tec~nica: assistance, data gathering and evaluation, 

incentives, and more efficient iss~ance of permits. The 

program is expected to have a menu of initiatives and 

approaches to appeal to a broad aJdience of participants and 

shall be coordinated 50 that individual initiatives work 

toward the objective of improved water quality. The 

departments of agriculture and land stewardship and natural 

resources shall work cooperatively with federa: agencies to 

obtain waivers and changes in rules and procedu~es at national 

and state levels to improve the federal programs' 

environmental and economic performance for Iowans. State 

~. 

, .,1 .... 

• 
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agencies sna:: collaborate with other state agencies atta:n 

the overall goal of improved water quality. The state 

department of transportation and the department of na=J~al 

resources 3hal: col:aborate ~o provide for t~e prese~va~ion of 

topsoil, erosion control, water impoundment during hign~ay 

construction and reconstruction, and restoration and 

management of roadside right-of-way for prairie restoration, 

wildlife hab!:at, and erosion control. 

Sec. 3. :lEW S;':CTION. 466.2A IOWA CLEAN WA7ER AWARD. 

An :owa c:ean ~ater award is created. The governor and the 

general assembly shall give the award annual:y to a city or 

other political subdivision which has ~et criteria es~ablished 

by the department of natura: resources dnd the depar=cent of 

agriculture and land stewardShip ident:fying exemplary efforts 

to improve water quality within its jurisdiction. 

Sec. 4. NEW SF-eTION. 466.3 CONSERVATION BUFFER S~RIP 

PROGRAM. 

1. As used in this section, "conservation buffer strip· 

means a riparian buffer, f:lter strip, waterway, contour 

buffer strip, shallow water area for wildlife, field border, 

or any vegetative barrier on private :and that meets the 

cr:teria estdblished by the United States department of 

agriculture, natural resources conservation service. 

2. a. The department of agriculture and land stewardShip, 

in consultat:on with the department of natural resources, 

sha:l es~ablish a program to accelerate the United States 

department of agriculture's program to install conservation 

buffer strips in this state. 

b. The department of agriculture and land stewardship 

shall reques~ waivers :rom the United States depa~t~ent of 

agriculture to initiate projects that reward landowners 

maintaining current conservation practices. The goal of the 

projects is ~o discourage the destruction of exist:ng 

conservation buffer strips and to monetarily reward :andowners 

who ~aintain quality conservation practices. If the wa~vers 

are granted, up to twenty-five percent of the program 

resources shall be committed to establishing projec~s. 

en 
II 

N 
CN ...... 
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:~e de~ar~mcnt of agr~cu:t~re and :and s:e~ardship 

s~a __ cequest a ~alver from ~he United States department of 

3~~ ~~~:ure for the purpose of establishing that a person who 

.S ,~bjec~ ~o ~ :wenty-five percent reduct~on in conservation 

j.~~er strip payments due to grazing, shall be allowed ninety 

days to graze animals. 

d. The department of natural resources shall establish d 

pc~.~:e seed harvest program to assist in the restoration 0: 
pra~r:es and provid~ :or private land stewardShip and public 

'~sc~rce ma~agement throug~ assistacce w::h the imp:ementation 

st ~~ffer and filter strip practices, and public or private 

~3~ :a~ development and management. The department shall 

~ar'j 0ut these efforts through landowner contacts and 

c~cperation with private and public organizations. 

e. '~he :ive-year goal of the conservation buffer strip 

program shall be to meet the objective of water quality 

. mpr~vement by enrol!ing an additional four hundred seven 

:~ousand five hundred acres. 

Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 466.4 CONSERVATION RESERVE 

::NHf,:-ICSMEN'f PROGRAM. 

A conservation reserve enhancement program is 

~stabiished within the department of agriculture and land 

~:e·"ardsr.;p to restore or ccnstruct · .. etlands for t!'le purposes 

~: ,ntercepting tile line runoff, reducing nutrient loss, 

i~proving water quality, and enhancing agricultural production 

practices. The program shall be directed primarily, but not 

excl~s;vely, toward the tile-drained areas of the state. 

2. The department of agriculture and land stewardship 

shall request the assistance of and consult with the United 

States department of agriculture natural resources 

cc~servation service and :arm serv:ce age~cy to implement the 

conservation reserve enhancement program. The department 

soall also consult with county boards of supervisors, county 

conservation boards, dra:nage d:strict representatives, 

department of natural resources, and soil and water 

~~nservation districts af:ected by the i~ple~e~=at:on of the 

Senate rile 237:, p. 4 

conse~vat:on reserve enhancement pr~g=a~. The department 

shall also col:aDorate with other public agencies and private 

organizations to deve~op wetland habitat and related projects 

to improve water quality. 

3. ~he depar~ment of agriculture and land stewardship 

shall mainta:~ a record of a~l wetlar.ds established pursuant 

to the conservation reserve enhance~e~: program inc!aJ!~g any 

conditions that may apply to the landowner's right to remove 

the wetland a:ter the provisions of the conservation reserve 

enhancement program contract or easement are concluded. 

4. When establishing a wetland ~nder this subsection, the 

department of agriculture and land stewardship shal: be 

governed by the following requirements: 

a. Wetland construction or restorat:on sha:: not damage 

the value of property in any public or private drainage system 

without the property owner's consent • 

b. Wetland construction or restoration shall improve water 

quality and provide aesthetic and habitat be~efits. 

c. Wetland construction or restoration under this section 

may be used to mitigate wetland removal by the :andcwner if it 

meets the requirements of federal agencies with wetland 

jurisdictional authorities. Where practicable, priority shall 

be given to ~it~gating wetland removal within the same ~nited 

States geological survey hydrologic unit code 8 watersl,ed, but 

a watershed confines shall not limit the use of duly 

authorized wetland mitigation banks. 

5. ~he five-year goal of the conservation reserve enhanced 

program is the establishment of thjrty-t~o thousand five 

hundred acres of wetlands. 

Sec. 6. ~EW SECTION. 466.5 WATER QGAL:TY MONI~ORrNG. 

The depar:me~t of nat~ral resources shall operate ~ater 

qua:ity ~oni:oring stations for the purpose of gathering 

information and data to establish benchmarks for water quality 
in this state. 

Sec. 7. ~EW .S_EC~IQ.~. 466.6 WATER QUALITY PROTEC~:ON 
?ROG~. 

• ' .. , 
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1. The department oE ag~:c~:ture and land stewardsn:p 

shall implement, in conjunction with the federal gover~rnent 

and other entities, a program that provldes mu:tiobjective 

resource protections for f:ood centrol, water quality, erosion 

control, and natural resource conservation. 

2. The department of agriculture and land stewardship 

shall implement a statewide, voluntary farm ~anagement 

demonstration program to demonstrate the effectiveness and 

adaptability of emerging practices in agronomy that protect 

water resources and provide other environmental benefits. A 

demonstration program under this subsection may complement, 

out snal: not d~plicate, projects conducted by Iowa state 

university extension ser'Jice. The de,nonstratien program shall 

be designed to concentrate on management techniques :n both 

the livestock and crop genres and shall be offered to farm 

operators through an educational setting and demonstration 

projects. The demonstration program shall be offered in 

conjunction with the community colleges, Iowa state 

university, and private farmer demonstrations. Continuing 

education units shall be of:ered. The educational program 

shall be offered at no cost to farm operators who file a 

schedule F with the Internal Revenue Service and do not have 

permitted livestock facilities or are certified under a manare 

management plan. 

3. The department of agriculture and land stewardship 

shall provide financial assistance for the establishment of 

permanent soil and water conservation practices. 

4. The department of natural resources shall establish a 

program to assist homeowners residing outside the boundaries 

of a city with improving on-si~e wastewater systems. The 

Jepartment shall adopt rules :0 admin:ster the on-site 

wastewater system program. At a minimum, the rules shal: 

determine criteria for enrollment into the program, identify 

methcds and tools available for making and securing :oans, 

establish limits for :oan amounts and terms, and provide 

assistance to county environmental nealth of:ic~als ~o inspect 

.. ' 
,1~ • 
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on-siLe systems. The department of natural resources shal: 

repor: to the general asse~Dly or. :ne progress of ~he on-site 

wastewater system progrdm. Not~ithstand~ng section 8.33, 

unencumbered or unobligated funds remaining from the funds 

appropriated for this subsection shal: not revert and shall be 

avai!able for expendiLure during subsequent fiscal years. 

5. The department of nacural resources shal~ provide local 

watershed managers with geographic in:or~ation system data for 

:heir use in developing, monitoring, and displaying results of 

their ~atershed work. The local watershed data shall be 

cons:dered publ:c records and are access:ble to the public 

pursuant to chapter 22. 

6. The department of natural resources shall develop a 

program that prov~des support to local volunteer management 

ef:orts to the different programs concerned with water 

qaality. ~he department snaIl assist in coord~nating and 

tracking of the volunteer component of these programs to 

increase efficiency and avoid duplication of efforts in water 

quality monitoring and watershed improvement. 

7. ~he department of natural resources shall provide for 

activities supporting the analysis of water quality monltoring 

data for trends and for the preparation and presentation of 

data to the pub:ic. 

8. The depar:ment of natural resources sha:l contract to 

assist its staff with the review of national pollutant 

discharge elimination system permits. 

9. ~he department of natural resources shall expand 

floodplain protection ed~cation to better inform lccal 

officials that make decisions with regard to floodplain 

management. 

10. The department of natura: resources shall continue the 

establishment of an effective a~d ef:icient method of 

developing a total maximum daily load program, based on 

information gathered on other states' programs and 

invest:gation into alternative methods for satisfying the 

requirements. 
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Sec. 3. Sec~_~n 16.C.7, subsection 1, Code i999, :s 

ane~dea :s ~ead as fOllows: 

~ ~ac~ soi~ and water conservation district, a~one 

dnd ~nenever p:act!cal in cS~junc=icn ~lth other dis~rlcts, 

sha!: carry cut distr:ct-wide and multiple-district projects 

to support water protection pract:ces in the district or 

Jistricts, :ncl~ding projects to protect this state's 

groundwater and surface water from point and nonpoinc sources 

of ccntamir.ation, including but not limited to contamination 

by agricultural drainage wel:s, sinkholes, sedimentation, or 

chem:cal pollutants. 

b. Any ~cr~ pr~·ect with an estimated cost of twer.:y-five 

I_:~ol...isand do~:a;s 0::- ~ore s:".a1.1 be undertai<en as d oub~ :..c 

~..':'.!= as ,..,rovided in chaoters 13A ar.d 573. The :ocal 

contractino orqan:zation sha:: desjgnate a contracting off:cer 

and shall estab: ish orocedures to .nanage_J:he contract, aporove 

bil13 for oaynent, ar.d review proposed change orders or 

amendments to :he cor.t~act. 

Sec. 9. Section 4553.171, Code 1999, is amer.ded by adding 

the following new subsections: 

NE:" SUBS".:C:':ON. IDA. "Cre~ible data" means scientifically 

val:d chemica:, physical, or biological monitoring data 

col:ec~ed under a scientifically accepted sampling and 

analysis plan, including qua:ity control and quality assurance 

procedures. Data dated more than five years before the 

department's date of listing or other determination under 

section 4~53.:94, subsection 1, shall be presumed not to be 

credible dat~ ~nless the department identifies compelling 

reasons as to why the data is credible. 

~_~W_SU'lS;::CT'O~. 14A. I'Histor~ca~ data" means data 

~ol:ected more than five years before the department's date of 

iisting or oche: determination under section 455B.194, 

subsection 1. 

t-iI:.~II_.SL1~~~C'!':ON. 19A. "Naturally occurring conditior." 

~eans any conditcon affecti~g water qua:ity WhlCh !s not 

[:a~sed by ~unar. !nfluence on the environment including, but 

Se:;ate :::"_e 2371, p. 8 

no: limi:ed to, soils, geoiogy, hydro_ogy, c~c~a~e, d~~dlife 

inf:uence on the environment, a~d ~ate~ ~:C~ ~lth specific 

considera~ion g~ven to seasonal and ot~e: ~at~:ai variations. 

NEW SJ8SEC~:ON. 3.A. "Section 303(d) ::5:" ~ear.s any 11st 

re~uired under 33 U.S.C. S 1313(d). 

NEW SUBSEC'!'ION. 31B. "Sect:.on 305(b) lis:·' :neans any 

re~ort or l:st required ur.der 33 u.S.C. S 1315(b). 

!'lEW SUBSECTION. 39A. "Total maximum dai ly :oad" means the 

same as in the federal Water ?ollution Cont:ol Act. 

Sec. 10. SEW S[CTION. 455B.193 QUALIFICAT:ONS FOR 

COLLECTION OF CRi::OIBLE ":lATA. 

For purposes of this part, all of the fol:owing shall 

apply: 

1. Jata is not credible data unless the data originates 

from studies and samples collected by the department, a 

profess~ona: designee of the department, or a qua:iEied 

'Jolunt.eer. =or purposes of this subsection, "professional 

designee" includes governmental agencies other than the 

department, and a person hired by, or ur.der contract for 

compensation with, the department to col:ect or study data. 

2. A:I information s~bmitted by a quaiified volunteer 

shall be reviewed and approved or disapproved by the 

department. The qualified volunteer shall submit a site 

specific p,an w:th data which includes information used to 

ootain the data, the samp:ing and ana:ys:s plan, and quality 

control and quality assurance procedures used in the 

monitoring p:ocess. The qualified voiur.teer :nust provide 

proof to the department that the water monitoring plan ~as 

followed. The department shall review all data collected by a 

qualified volunteer, verify the accu:acy of the data collected 

by a qualified volunteer, and determine that all ccmponents of 

the water monitoring plan were followed. 

3. '!'he department shall retain all information submitted 

by a qualified volunteer submitting the informacion for a 

period of not less than ten years from the date of receipt by 

the department. All infor:nation submitted sha:l be a public 

:ecord. 

• 
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~~e ~epartment sha:l adopt rules estab::shing 

reqc:rements for a person to become a qualified volunteer. 

~he depart~ent of natu,al resources shall devel09 a 

methodo~ogy for water q~a~ity assess~en:s as used :n the 

sec~ion 303(d) listings and assess the validity of the data. 

Sec. II. NEW S2CTION. 4553.194 CRE~IBLE DATA ~EQUrRED. 

The de9artment shall use credible data when doing any 

of t~e following: 

a. Developing and reviewing any water quality standard. 

n. Developing any statewide water quality inventory or 

other water assessment report. 

c. Deter~i~ing whether any water of the state :s to be 

placed on or removed from any section 303(d) list. 

d. Determining whether any water of the state is 

supporting its designated use or other classification. 

e. ~etermining any degradation of a water of the state 

under 40 C.:.R. S 131.12. 

f. Establishing a total ~aximum daily load for any water 

of the state. 

2. Notwithstanding subsection 1, credible data shall not 

be required for any section 305(b) report and crediole data 

shall not be required for the establishment of a designated 

use or other classification of a water of the state. 

3. This section shall not be construed :0 require credible 

data as defined in section 455B.17l, s~bsectio~ :OA, in order 

:or the department to bring an enforceme~t action for an 

i::egal discharge. 

Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 4558.:95 USE OR ANALYSIS OF 

CRSDIBLE DATA. 

1. For any use or analysis of credible data described :~ 

section 455B.194, subsection 1, all of the :ol:owing shal: 

apply: 

a. The use of credible data shall be consistent with the 

requirements of the federal Water Pollution Control Act, 33 

C.S.C. S 1251 et seq. 
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b. The data q\~a:i:1 for remcva: of ~d:er o~ :~e s~dte from 

any list of :~paired waters inc:ud:~g any 5ect~on 303(d) :ist 

shall be the same as the data qua:ity for adding a water to 

that list. 

c. A water 0: ~he state shal: ~o~ be p:aced on any section 

303(d) list if the impaiement is caused solely by viclations 

of national pollutant discharge eliminatio~ system program 

permits or storrrwater permits iss~ed pursuant to section 

~55B.I03A and :he enforcement of the pollution control 

measures :s requ:red. 

d. A water of the state shall not be placed on any section 

303(d) list if the data shows an impairment, but existing 

technology-based eff:~ent :imits or other required pollution 

control measures are adequate to achieve applicable water 

quality standards. 

e. If a pollutant causing an irrpairment is unknown, the 

water of the state may be placed on a section 303(d) list. 

~owever, the department snaIL continue to mcnitor the water of 

the state to determ.ne the cause 0: impairme~t before a total 

maximum daily load is established for the water of the state 

and a water of the state listed with an unknown status shall 

retain a low pr:ority for a total maxim~m daily :oad 

development until the cause of the 'mpd~rment is determined 

unless t~e department, after taking into ccnsideration the use 

of the water of the state and the severity of the pollutant, 

identifies compelling reasons as to why the water of the state 

should not have a :ow priority. 

f. When evaluating the waters of the state, the department 

shall develop and maintain three separate list:~gs including a 

sectior. 303(d) :ist, a section 305(b) report, and a listi~g 

rhe for which further investigative mo~itoring is necessary. 

section 305(b) report shall be a summary of a1: potentiac 

:npai,ments for which credible data is not required. If 

credible data is not required for a section 305(b) report, the 

placement of a ",ater of the state on any section 305(b) report 

alone is ~ot su:ficient evide~ce :or :he wate~ of tte sta~e's 
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?_ace~e~~ C~ any se::ion 3021d) _ist. When _e~e:~ping a 

. ,ec'.ion ~:13(d) 1:5'., ~he depar::ne!'t is not reqLired to use a:: 

data, bu: t~e depar:~ent shall assemble and evaluate all 

,d.b:~~g anc ceadi:y avai:able water quality-related data and 

~nfor~a~io~. 7he jepartment shall provide doc~mentation to 

the reg:ona: administrator of the federal environmental 

protec::~~ agency ~o support the sta:e's determination to lis: 

or no: :c ~ist its ~aters. 
g. ~~e department shall take into consideration any 

nat~rai:y occurring condition when placing or re~oving any 

water of the state o~ any 3ection 303(d) list, and 

estaolishing or a~:ocating responsibility for a total maximum 

da i.: '/ ~:)ad. 

h. ~~rnerica: sta~dards shall have a preference over 

narrative standards. A narrative standard shall not 

constitute the basis for determining an impairment unless the 

departmen~ identifies specific factors as to why a numeric 

standard is not sufficient to assure adequate water quality. 

i. :: the depar:~e!'t has obtained credible data for a 

water of the s:ate, the department May also use historical 

data for that part:cular water of the state for the purpose of 

ieterm.~'r.g whether any trends exist for that water of the 

state. 
2. ,~is section shall not be construed to require or 

author:ze t~e department to perform any act listed in section 

455B.194, subsectlon 1, not otherwise required or authorized 

by applicable law. 

Sec. 13. L~G:S~ATIVE STUJY. The legislative council is 

requested to estab:ish an interim study relating to the use of 

plant nU' .. :ien~s on :owa soil. The committee is direcced to 

s~brni~ its fi~dir.gs, with any recomme~dations, in a report to 

che genera: asse~b:y not later :han January ~3, 2001. 

Sec. 14. APPL:CA3ILITY OF SECT:ON 303(d) S:STS. This Act 

takes e~fect July:, 2000. However, any requirements under 

this ACe whic~ app:y to a section 303(d) list sha:l not apply 

for t~e sec:ic~ 30,:d) list for the year 2000, but any 
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requ::emen:s sha:: ta~e ef~ec: ~~r 

c:ea:ed aEter t~e year 2000 l:st . 

sec:. ':'0:1 ':'C.: (<:. 1 
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