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1 An Act relating to family investment program requirements
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regarding the time period allowed for supported postsecondary

education assistance and including an applicability provision.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

TLSB 5181DP 78
jp/99/8




O 0 N & Bt & W N -

W W W W W W NN DNDNDNDDBNDNDDNDDNDNNKFE P O e e e
UV s W N HF O VW 0 NN OO U b W N H O W 00 N OV b W N - O

Section 1. Section 239B.8, Code Supplement 1999, is
amended by adding the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 7. POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION. For family
investment agreements entered into on or after July 1, 1996,

the maximum allowable time period for supported postsecondary
education is limited to a total of thirty-six months. The
thirty-six-month allowance shall only be available for a
period of forty-eight consecutive months.

Sec. 2. AGREEMENTS IN EFFECT. This Act applies
prospectively to family investment agreements entered into on
or after July 1, 2000, and retrospectively to family
investment agreements containing postsecondary education
provisions in effect on July 1, 2000, that were entered into
before that date. The department of human services shall
amend those agreements subject to retrospective applicability
as necessary to apply the thirty-six month maximum allowance
authorized by this Act. ’

EXPLANATION
This bill relates to family investment program requirements

for supported postsecondary education assistance.

The bill amends Iowa Code section 239B.8, relating to
family investment agreements. For family investment
agreements entered into on or after July 1, 1996, the bill
provides that the maximum time period for supported
postsecondary education is limited to a total of 36 months
within a period of 48 consecutive months.

The bill includes an applicability provision providing for
prospective application of the bill and for retrospective
application to those agreements containing postsecondary
education provisions in effect on July 1, 2000, that were
entered into before that date. The department is to amend
those agreements that are subject to retrospective
applicability as necessary to apply the bill's 3-month maximum )
allowance. Under current law, the maximum time period for 6
supported postsecondary education is 24 months within 36
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Thomas J. Vilsack, Governor « Sally J. Pederson, Lt. Governor

Charlotte Nelson, Exceutive Duector

Lucas State Oftice Building » Des Moines, Towa 50319

Telephone: (515) 281-4461. (800) 558-4427

E-mail: dhricsw@dhr.state.ja.us

Web Site: htip://www.statega.us/dhr/sw IOWA

Fax: (515) 242-6119 COMMISSION
MEMORANDUM ON THE
STATUS

OF WOMEN

DATE: January 11, 2000
TO: Members of the 78" Towa General Assembly

FROM: Kathryn Burt, Chair
Charlotte Nelson, Executive Director
Iowa Commission on the Status of Women

RE: Pre-filed Bill

The Iowa Commission on the Status of Women has received testimony from coordinators of

displaced homemaker programs at community colleges regarding the negative impact of the 24-

month limit on education and training for Family Investment Program participants. What is now
being experienced by participants is their having to exit an education or training program prior to ‘
completion, to take a low-paying job. Frequently, remedial courses are necessary, and the 24

months are exhausted shortly before the student completes a program that would prepare her (or

him) for a higher-paying job. The road to self-sufficiency is through such education and

training, and 36 months out of a consecutive 48 months would make the difference. A goal

stated in the Governor’s 21* Century Workforce Council’s report is “to provide opportunities for
education and training to enhance the earning potential of all Iowa citizens.”

The Iowa Commission on the Status of Women at its meeting on October 25, 1999 voted to
request a pre-filed bill making the change from a 24-month limit to a 36-month limit.

A Division of the Department of Human Rights
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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to family investment program requirements
regarding the time period allowed for supported postsecondary
education assistance and including an applicability provision.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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s.r. 0305 5.c.

Section 1. Section 239B.8§, Code Supplement 1999, is .

amended by adding the following new subsection:
NEW SUBSECTION. 7. POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION. For family
investment agreements entered into on or after July 1, 1996,

the maximum allowable time period for supported postsecondary
education is limited to a total of thirty-six months. The
thirty-six-month allowance shall only be available for a
period of forty-eight consecutive months.

Sec. 2. AGREEMENTS IN EFFECT. This Act applies
prospectiveiy to family investment agreements entered into on
or after July 1, 2000, and retrospectively to family
investment agreements containing postsecondary education
provisions in effect on July 1, 2000, that were entered into
before that date. The department of human services shall
amend those agreements subject to retrospective applicability
as necessary to apply the thirty-six month maximum allowance
authorized by this Act.

This bill relates to family investment program requirements
for supported postsecondary education assistance.

The bill amends Iowa Code section 239B.8, relating to
family investment agreements. For family investment
agreements entered into on or after July 1, 1996, the bill
provides that the maximum time period for supported
postsecondary education is limited to a total of 36 months
within a period of 48 consecutive months. RS

The bill includes an applicability provision providing *for
prospective application of the bill and for retrospective
application to those agfeements containing postsecondary
education provisions in effect on July 1, 2000, that were
entered into before that date. The department is to amend
those agreements that are subject to retrospective
applicability as necessary to apply the bill's 3-month maximum
allowance. Under current law, the maximum time period for
supported postsecondary education is 24 months within 36 .
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