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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the use of blue lights on authorized emergency 

2 vehicles. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

,~, ,~ 

1 Section. 1. Section 321.324, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 
',. 

2 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

3 Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency 

4 vehicle with any lamp or device displaying a red light,-or-an 

5 atl~hor±zed-emergeney-veh±eie-o£-a-£±re-depar~men~-d±~piay±ng-a 

6 or blue light, or when the driver is giving audible signal by 

7 siren, exhaust whistle, or bell, the driver of every other 

8 vehicle shall yield the right of way and shall immediately 

9 drive to a position parallel to, and as close as possible to, 

10 the right hand edge or curb of the highway clear of any 

11 intersection and shall stop and remain in such position until 

12 the authorized emergency vehicle has passed, except when 

13 otherwise directed by a police officer. For the purposes of 

14 this section, "red light" or "blue light" means a light or 

15 lighting device that, when illuminated, will exhibit a solid 

16 flashing or strobing red or blue light. 

17 Sec. 2. Section 321.423, subsection 3, Code 1999, is 

18 amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

19 NEW PARAGRAPH. c. An authorized emergency vehicle, other 

20 than a vehicle described in paragraph "a" or "b", if the blue 

21 light is positioned on the passenger side of the vehicle and 

22 is used in conjunction with a red light positioned on the 

23 driver side of the vehicle. 

24 Sec. 3. Section 321.423, subsection 3, Code 1999, is 

25 amended by adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

26 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A person shall not use only a 

27 blue light on a vehicle unless the vehicle meets the 

28 requirements of paragraph "a" or "b". 

29 EXPLANATION 

30 This bill allows a blue light to be used on an authorized 

31 emergency vehicle, other than a fire department vehicle or a 

32 vehicle owned by a member of a fire department and authorized 

33 by the chief of the fire department, if the blue light is on 

34 the passenger side of the vehicle and is used in conjunction 

35 with a red light positioned on the driver side of the vehicle. 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 The bill prohibits a person from using only a blue light on a 

2 vehicle unless the vehicle is a fire department vehicle or is 

3 owned by a member of a fire department and authorized by the 

4 chief of the fire department. 
5 Currently, the use of any blue light on a vehicle is 

6 reserved solely for fire department vehicles and vehicles 

7 owned by fire department members and authorized by the chief 

8 of the fire department. A violation of this provision is a 

9 scheduled violation punishable by a scheduled fine of $20. 
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1 An Act relating ~o the use of blue lights on authorized emergency 

2 vehicles. 
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, 1. ,Page 1, by striking lines 4 through 6 and 
InsertIng the fOllowing· "vehicle with 1 de' d' 1'· any amp or 

VIce ISP ~YIng a red light or red and blue lights, 
or an author 7zed e~ergency vehicle of a fire 
?epa~t~ent dl~plaYl~g a blue light, or when the driver 
IS gIVIng audIble sIgnal by". 
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S.F. H.F. 

Section 1. Section 321.324, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

1999, is amended to read as follows: 

Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency 

vehicle with any lamp or device displaying a red light,-or-aft 

att~ho~i~ed-emergeney-veh±e!e-o£-a-£±re-depar~men~-d±splaying-a 

or blue light, or when the driver is giving audible signal by 

siren, exhaust whistle, or bell, the driver of every other 

vehicle shall yield the right of way and shall immediately 

drive to a position parallel to, and as close as possible to, 

the right hand edge or curb of the highway clear of any 

intersection and shall stop and remain in ~uch position until 

the authorized emergency vehicle has passed, except when 

otherwise directed by a police officer. For the purposes of 

this section, "red light" or "blue light" means a light or 

lighting device that, when illuminated, will exhibit a solid 

flashing or strobing red or blue light. 

17 Sec. 2. Section 321.423, subsection 3, Code 1999, is 

18 amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

19 NEW PARAGRAPH. c. An authorized emergency vehicle, other 

20 than a vehicle described in paragraph "a" or "b", if the blue 

21 light is positioned on the passenger side of the vehicle and 

22 is used in conjunction with a red light positioned on the 

23 driver side of the vehicle. 

24 Sec. 3. Section 321.423, subsection 3, Code 1999, is 

25 amended by adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

26 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A person shall not use only a 

27 blue light on a vehicle unless the vehicle meets the 

28 requirements of paragraph "a" or "b". 

29 EXPLANATION 

30 This bill allows a blue light to be used on an authori~ed 

31 emergency vehicle, other than a fire department vehicle or a 

32 vehicle owned by a member of a fire department and authorized 

33 by the chi~f of the fire department, if the blue light is on 

34 the passenger side-of the vehicle and is used in conjunction 

35 with a red light positioned on the driver side of the vehicle. 
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S.P. J15~ H.P. 

1 The bill prohibits a person from using only a blue light on a 

2 vehicle unless the vehicle is a fire department vehicle or is 

3 owned by a member of a fire department and authorized by the 

4 chief of the fire department. 

5 Currently, the use of any blue light on a vehicle is 

6 reserved solely for fire department vehicles and vehicles 

7 owned by fire department members and authorized by the chief 

8 of the fire department. A violation of this provision is a 

9 scheduled violation punishable by a scheduled fine of $20. 
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A Bill FOR 

1 An Act relating to the use of blue lights on authorized emergency ~ 
2 vehicles. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. 2/~' H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 321.324, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

2 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

3 Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency 

4 vehicle with any lamp or device displaying a red light or red 

5 and blue lights, or an authorized emergency vehicle of a fire 
~. 

6 department displaying d blue light, or when the driver is _______________ •• 11 

7 giving audible signal by siren, exhaust whistle, or bell, the -8 driver of every other vehicle shall yield the right of way and 

9 shall immediately drive to a position parallel to, and as 

10 close as possible to, the right hand edge or curb of the 

11 highway clear of any intersection and shall stop and remain in 

12 such position until the authorized emergency vehicle has 

13 passed, 

14 For the 

15 means a 

16 exhibit 

17 Sec. 

18 amended 

except when otherwise directed by a police officer. 

purposes of this section, "red light" or "blue light" 

light or lighting device that, when illuminated, will 

a solid flashing or strobing red or blue light. 

2. Section 321.423, subsection 3, Code 1999, is 

by adding the following new paragraph: 

19 NEW PARAGRAPH. c. An authorized emergency vehicle, other 

20 than a vehicle described in paragraph "a" or "b", if the blue 

21 light is positioned on the passenger side of the vehicle and 

22 is used in conjunction with a red light positioned on the 

23 driver side of the vehicle. 

24 Sec. 3. Section 321.423, subsection 3, Code 1999, is 

25 amended by adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

26 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A person shall not use only a 

27 blue light on a vehicle unless the vehicle meets the 

28 requirements of paragraph "a" or "b". 
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SENATE FILE 2156 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE USE OF BLUE L:GHTS ON AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY 

VEHICLES. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 321.324, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

1999, is amended to read as follows: 

Upon the i~~ediate approach of an authorized emergency 

ve~icle Vlith any lamp or device displaying a red light or red 

and blue lights, or an authorized emergency vehicle of a fire 

department displaying a blue light, or when the driver is 

giving aud:ble signal by siren, exhaust whistle, or bell, the 

driver of every other vehicle shall yield the right of way and 

shall immediately drive to a position parallel to, and as 

close as possible to, the right hand edge or curb of the 

highway clear of any intersection and shall stop and remain in 

s~ch position until the authorized emergency vehicle has 

passed, except Vlhen otherwise directed by a police officer. 

For the purposes of this section, "red light" or "blue light" 

means a light or lighting device that, when illuminated, will 

exhibit a solid flashing or strobing red or blue light. 

Sec. 2. Section 321.423, subsection 3, Code 1999, is 

amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

NEW PARAGRAPH. C. An authorized emergency vehicle, other 

than a veh:c:e described in paragraph "a" or Db", if the blue 

light is positioned on the passenger side of the vehicle and 

is used in conjunction with a red light positioned on the 

driver side of the vehicle. 

• .1 
Se,:ate File ;<156, p. 2 

Sec. 3. Section 321.423, subsection 3, Code 1999, ;s 

amended by add:ng the following new unnu~bered paragraph: 

NSW J~N~MBE~ED PARAGRAPH. A person shal: not use only a 

blue l:g~t o~ a vehic:e unless tne vehic~e ~eets the 

requirements of paragraph "a" or "bu. 

MARY E. KRAMER 

President of the Se~ate 

BRENT SIEGRIST 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 2156, Seventy-eighth General Assembly. 

Approved 'f/~ , 2000 

THOMAS J. VI~SACK 

Governor 
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Secretary of the Senate 
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