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Section 1. NEWSECTION. 256E.1 |OM EARLY | NTERVENTI ON
PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED | NTENT GOALS

1. An lowa early intervention programis established
within the departnent of education. The program s goals are
to provide the resources needed to reduce class sizes in basic
skills instruction to the state goal of seventeen students for
every one teacher in kindergarten through grade three; provide
direction and resources for early intervention efforts by
school districts to achieve a higher |evel of student success
in the basic skills, especially reading skills; and increase
communi cati on and accountability regardi ng student
performance. |n determ ning uses for program noneys received
by a school district, it is the intent of the general assenbly
that the school district use program funds first and forenpst
to reduce class sizes in basic skills instruction in
ki ndergarten through grade three to the state goal. The |owa
early intervention programshall consist of the foll ow ng:

a. Cass size nanagenent. School districts shall devel op
a class size managenment strategy to work toward, or to
mai ntain, class sizes in basic skills instruction for
ki ndergarten through grade three that are at the state goal of
sevent een students for every one teacher.

b. Inproving instruction in the basics. The departnent
shal | identify diagnostic assessnent nethods that can be used
to assess and inprove the reading skills of students enrolled
in kindergarten through grade three. The departnent shal
provide a list of appropriate assessnent nethods to schoo
districts and area education agencies. In addition, the
departnment, in collaboration with the area educati on agenci es,
school districts, and institutions with approved practitioner
preparation progranms, shall identify and serve as a
cl eari nghouse on intensive, research-based strategies and
prograns for training teachers in both diagnosis and
appropriate instruction interventions to inprove kindergarten
through grade three reading instruction.

(1) A school district shall at a mninmumbiennially inform
parents of their individual child s performance on the
di agnosti c assessments in kindergarten through grade three.

If intervention is appropriate, the school district shall
informthe parents of the actions the school district intends
to take to inprove the child' s reading skills and provide the
parents with strategies to enable the parents to inprove their
child's skills.

(2) The departnment shall also identify for schoo
districts prograns and materials by which parents may support
cl assroom readi ng instruction.

2. A school district shall integrate its specific early
i ntervention programgoals and activities into the
conpr ehensi ve school inprovenment plan required under section
256. 7, subsection 21, paragraph "a".

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 256E.2 PROGRAM EXPENDI TURES

A school district shall expend funds received pursuant to
section 256E. 4 to support efforts in basic skills instruction
at the kindergarten through grade three levels to reach the
state goal of not nobre than seventeen students for every one
teacher, as well as for the following: to support instruction



ArADRMDMIEADIMDMIEADIADDIADRADDIDBRADDRROWOWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWNNNNDNNNDNNNDNDNNDN

and student learning goals in the basic skill of reading,
including but not linmted to additional support for students
such as before and after school prograns, tutoring, and

i ntensi ve sumer prograns; acquire and admi nister diagnostic
readi ng assessnents; inplenment research-based instructiona
intervention prograns for students needi ng additional support;
and provide classroomteachers with intensive training
prograns to inprove reading instruction and professiona

devel opnent in best practices.

Sec. 3. NEWSECTION. 256E.3 ANNUAL REPORTS.

1. A school district shall report annually to its school
community the proportion of fourth grade students who are
proficient in reading in accordance with section 256.7,
subsection 21, paragraph "c"

2. The annual report submtted to the departnment of
education in accordance with section 256.7, subsection 21,
paragraph "c", shall include the district's current class size
for kindergarten through grade three, and the district's
progress toward achieving early intervention goals.

3. Beginning January 15, 2001, the departnment shall submt
an annual report to the chairpersons and ranki ng nmenbers of
the senate and house education comittees that includes the
statewi de average school district class size in basic skills
instruction in kindergarten through grade three, by grade
| evel and by district size, and describes school district
progress toward achieving early intervention program goals and
the ways in which school districts are using noneys received
under this chapter.

Sec. 4. NEWSECTION. 256E. 4 PROGRAM ALLOCATI ON

1. For each fiscal year in which noneys are appropriated
for purposes of this chapter, the anount of noneys all ocated
to school districts shall be determned in accordance with the
followi ng forml a

a. Fifty percent of the allocation shall be based upon the
proportion that the kindergarten through grade three
enrollment of a district bears to the sumof the kindergarten
through grade three enrollnments of all school districts in the
state as reported for the base year.

b. Fifty percent of the allocation shall be based upon the
proportion that the nunber of children who are eligible for
free or reduced price neals under the federal National Schoo
Lunch Act and the federal Child Nutrition Act of 1966, 42
U S C } 1751-1785, in the kindergarten through grade three
enrol Il nent of a school district bears to the sum of the nunber
of children who are eligible for free or reduced price neals
under the federal National School Lunch Act and the federa
Child Nutrition Act of 1966, 42 U.S.C. } 1751-1785, in the
ki ndergarten through grade three enrollments of all schoo
districts in the state for the base year.

2. For each year in which an appropriation is nade to the
lowa early intervention program the departnent of education
shall notify the departnment of revenue and finance of the
anount of the allocation to be paid to each school district as
provided in subsection 1. The allocation to each school
district shall be nade in one paynent on or about Cctober 15
of the fiscal year for which the appropriation is made, taking
into consideration the relative budget and cash position of
the state resources. Moneys received under this section shal
not be commngled with state aid paynments nmade under section
257.16 to a school district and shall be accounted for by the
| ocal school district separately fromstate aid paynents
Paynents made to school districts under this section are
m scel | aneous i ncome for purposes of chapter 257. A schoo
district shall maintain a separate listing within its budget
for paynments received and expenditures nmade pursuant to this
section. A school district shall certify to the departnent of
education that noneys received under this chapter were used to
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suppl enent, not suppl ant, noneys otherw se received and used
by the school district.

3. For purposes of this section, unless the context
otherw se requires, "kindergarten through grade three
enrol I ment” neans the enroll ment as reported in the basic
educational data survey for the base year.

Sec. 5. NEWSECTION. 256E.5 APPROPRI ATI ONS

There is appropriated fromthe general fund of the state to
t he departnent of education, for the early intervention
program the followi ng anpbunts for the followi ng fiscal years:

1. For the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1999, and ending
June 30, 2000, the sumof ten nmillion dollars.

2. For the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2000, and ending
June 30, 2001, the sumof twenty mllion dollars.

3. For the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2001, and ending
June 30, 2002, the sumof thirty mllion dollars.

4. For the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2002, and ending
June 30, 2003, the sumof forty million dollars.

5. For the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2003, and ending
June 30, 2004, the sumof fifty mllion dollars.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill establishes an lowa early intervention program
within of the departnent of education and nakes appropriations
of $10 million in FY 1999-2000, $20 mllion in FY 2000-2001,
$30 million in FY 2001-2002, $40 nillion in FY 2002-2003, and
$50 million in FY 2003-2004 fromthe general fund of the state
for that purpose. The programincludes the follow ng:

GOALS. The programs goals are to provide the resources
needed to reduce class sizes in basic skills instruction to
the state goal of 17 students to one teacher; provide
direction and resources for early intervention efforts by
school districts to achieve a higher |evel of student success
in the basic skills, especially reading skills; and increase
communi cati on and accountability regardi ng student
per f or mance.

DUTI ES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON. The departnent is
directed to identify a collection of diagnostic assessnent
met hods that can be used to assess and inprove the reading
skills of students in kindergarten through grade three. The
departnment nust provide a |list of appropriate diagnostic
assessnent tools to school districts and area education
agencies. In addition, the department, in collaboration with
the area education agencies, school districts, and
institutions with approved practitioner preparation prograns,
is required to identify and serve as a cl earinghouse on
i ntensive, research-based strategies and prograns for training
teachers in both diagnosis and appropriate instruction
interventions to i nprove K-3 reading instruction.

CLASS SI ZE MANACGEMENT. School districts shall develop a
cl ass size managenent strategy to work toward, or to maintain,
class sizes in basic instruction for K-3 at the state goal of
17: 1.

COVPREHENSI VE SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT PLAN. A school district
shall integrate its specific early intervention program goal s
and activities into its conprehensive school inprovenent plan.

I NFORMATI ON TO PARENTS. School districts nmust biennially
i nformparents of their child s perfornmance on the diagnostic
assessnment and of any actions the school district intends to
take to inprove the child' s reading skills. Districts nust
al so provide the parents with strategies to enable the parents
to inmprove their child's skills.

ALLOMBLE EXPENDI TURES. A school district can expend
program funds only to support K-3 efforts in basic skills
instruction to reach the state class size goal of 17 to
support instruction and student |earning goals in the basic
skill of reading, including but not linted to additiona
support for students such as before and after school prograns,
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tutoring, and intensive sunmer prograns; to acquire and
adm ni ster diagnostic reading assessnments; to inplenent
research-based instructional intervention prograns for
students needi ng additional support; and to provide cl assroom
teachers with professional devel opnent in best practices.

PROGRAM REPORTS. Each school district will be required to
report annually to its school comrmunity the proportion of
fourth grade students who are proficient in reading. In
addi tion, each school district shall include inits
conpr ehensi ve school inprovenment report to the departnment, the

district's current K-3 class size and the district's progress
toward achieving early intervention goals. Districts shal
certify their use of program nbneys to the departnent.

Begi nni ng January 15, 2001, the departnent is required to
subnmit an annual report to the chairpersons and ranking
menbers of the senate and house education conmittees that
i ncludes the statew de average school district class size in
basic instruction in K-3, by grade |level and by district size,
and descri bes school district progress toward achieving early
i ntervention programgoals and the ways in which schoo
districts are using program noneys.

PROGRAM ALLQOCATI ON.  Program noneys are allocated to school
districts according to a formula in which 50 percent of the
all ocation is based upon K-3 per pupil enrollnment and 50
percent is based upon the proportion of K-3 children who are
eligible for free or reduced price neals under the federa
Nati onal School Lunch Act and the federal Child Nutrition Act
of 1966.
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