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1 1 Section 1. Section 22.7, Code Suppl enment 1999, is anended
by adding the foll owi ng new subsection
NEW SUBSECTI ON. 39. Al docunents in professiona
liability cases subject to sections 668.11 and 668. 11A, prior
to conmpletion of the certification process required by section
668. 11.
Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 668.11A CONFI DENTIALITY IN
PROFESSI ONAL LI ABI LI TY CASES
1. Al filings in professional liability cases subject to
10 the tinme period limtations for expert witness certification
11 in section 668.11 shall be confidential, shall not be
12 inspected by the public, and shall not be disclosed to the
13 public, until the certification process is conplete. This
14 requirement does not apply to the service of docunents and
15 pl eadi ngs between parties to the action, and does not limt
16 the use of documents and pleadings related to the case by
17 attorneys, the attorneys' staff, parties, potential wtnesses
18 in the case, and court personnel admnistering such files and
19 cases.
20 2. Pleadings, court notices, orders, and postings rel ated
21 to professional liability cases shall not contain the full
22 real names of professional liability defendants, until the
23 certification process required by section 668.11 is conplete.
The court shall enact rules relating to the designation of
25 professional liability defendants in such docunents
26 3. Hearings in the case held prior to conpletion of the
27 certification process required by section 668.11 shall be
28 closed to the public.
29 4. Any person who know ngly discloses or receives
30 information protected by this section shall be liable for
31 contenpt, punishable by both fine and inprisonnent.
32 EXPLANATI ON
33 This bill requires that professional liability cases be
34 treated confidentially by the parties and the court, until the
35 certification of expert w tnesses pursuant to Code section
668. 11 is conplete. The bill provides that professiona
liability defendants will not be designated by their full,
real nanes on any documents related to the case, and that
hearing in the case shall be closed to the public until the
certification process is conplete. A related anmendnent is
made to Code section 22.7, pertaining to confidential records.
Violations of the confidentiality requirenments are
puni shabl e as contenpt with both fine and inprisonnent.
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