House Study Bill 63

Bill Text
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1 1 Section 1. Section 462A.2, Code 1999, is anended by addi ng
the foll owi ng new subsecti ons:
NEW SUBSECTI ON. 12A. "Lanyard" neans a cord, rope, or
wi re whi ch connects an operator to a notorboat or notorized
vessel and is designed to stop the notor when di sconnect ed.
NEW SUBSECTI ON.  22A. "Personal watercraft” neans a
vessel, less than sixteen feet in length, which is propelled
by a water jet punp or simlar nmachinery as its prinmary source
of nmotor propulsion and is designed to be operated by a person
10 sitting, standing, or kneeling on the vessel rather than being
11 operated by a person sitting, standing, or kneeling inside the
12 vessel
13 Sec. 2. Section 462A.6A, subsection 4, Code 1999, is
14 anended to read as foll ows:
15 4. A sail board

O©CO~NOUPAWN

RPRRPRRPRRPRPRPRPRRPRRRRRER

1 17 Sec. 3. Section 462A.9, subsection 6, Code 1999, is
1 18 anended to read as fol | ows:
119 6. a.

—Every

— The owner or operator of each vessel shal
1 20 provide that the vessel carry at |least one |life preserver

121 life belt, ring buoy, or other device,

E

prescribed by the rules of the conmi ssion, for each passenger,
so placed as to be readily accessible. This does not apply to
a vessel which is a racing shell used in the sport of sculling
or to a sailboard while used for w ndsurfing.

b. A person shall not operate a personal watercraft unless
each person aboard is wearing an approved personal flotation
device as prescribed by rule of the conm ssion

Sec. 4. Section 462A.9, Code 1999, is anended by adding
the foll ow ng new subsection

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 6A. The owner of each personal watercraft
registered in the state shall affix a proper operation deca
on the vessel in a location that is clearly visible to a
person sitting in the position of the operator. The
departnent shall provide proper operation decals to county
recorders. County recorders shall provide a proper operation
decal to each owner of a personal watercraft when the

WNNNNNDNNN
QOUoo~NOURWN

w w
N~ OA~

watercraft is registered and assigned an identification
nunber. |If the proper operation decal is lost, nmutilated, or
becones illegible, the owner shall obtain a new decal as soon

as possible froma county recorder or the departnent.
Sec. 5. NEWSECTION. 462A. 9A WATERCRAFT SAFETY COURSES
CERTI FI CATI ON REQUI RED.
The departnent shall establish a watercraft safety course
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approved by the conmi ssion not |ater than January 15, 2000.
The watercraft safety course shall be adnministered by the
departnent. The departnent may use other organi zati ons and
vol unteers for assistance in designing and inplenenting the
wat ercraft safety course. The watercraft safety course shal
include all watercraft including personal watercraft inits
curriculumand shall be taught in at |east twelve counties
comrenci ng no later than January 15, 2000. Not later than
January 15, 2002, the watercraft safety course shall be taught
in at |east one-half of the counties in this state. Each
person who successfully conpl etes an approved watercraft
saf ety course shall be issued a watercraft safety certificate
The initial watercraft safety certificate shall be issued
without a fee. A duplicate watercraft safety certificate
shal | be issued upon request upon paynent of a fee of five
dol I ars.

Sec. 6. Section 462A.12, subsection 1, Code 1999, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1

person shall not operate any vessel, or manipul ate

29
30
31
32
33
34
35

any water skis, surfboard, or sinilar device in a carel ess,
reckl ess, or negligent manner so as to endanger the life,
limb,_ or property of any person. A person shall not operate a
personal watercraft in a manner that causes the persona
watercraft to become airborne while the personal watercraft
crosses the wake of another vessel within one hundred feet of
the other vessel

Sec. 7. Section 462A.12, subsection 6, Code 1999, is
anended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu
t hereof the follow ng:

6. a. An owner or operator of any vessel propelled by a
notor of more than six horsepower, including an owner of a
boat livery, shall not permt any person under twelve years of
age to operate the vessel unless acconpanied by a responsible
person of at |east eighteen years of age. However, comencing
July 1, 2002, a person who is twelve years of age or ol der but
| ess than ei ghteen years of age shall not operate any vesse
propelled by a nmotor of nore than six horsepower unless
acconpani ed by a responsi bl e person of at |east eighteen years
of age or unless the person under eighteen years of age has
successfully conpleted an approved watercraft safety course
and has a watercraft safety certificate in imediate
possession. Watercraft safety certificates froman approved
course in another state or foreign nation will neet the
requirenents of this section. A person required to have a
watercraft safety certificate shall carry and shall exhibit
the certificate upon request of an officer of the departnent.
A violation of this paragraph is a sinple m sdenmeanor as
provided in section 462A. 13.

b. After July 1, 2000, an owner or operator of a persona
wat ercraft, including an owner of a boat livery, shall not
permt any person who is under twelve years of age to operate
a personal watercraft unless acconpani ed by a responsibl e
person of at |east eighteen years of age. A person who is
twel ve years of age or older but less than eighteen years of
age shall not operate a personal watercraft unless acconpani ed
by a responsibl e person of at |east eighteen years of age or
unl ess the person under eighteen years of age has successfully
conmpl eted an approved watercraft safety course and has a water
safety certificate in i mmedi ate possession. Witercraft safety
certificates froman approved course in another state or
foreign nation will neet the requirenents of this section. A
person required to have a watercraft safety certificate shal
carry and shall exhibit the certificate upon request of an
officer of the departnent. A violation of this paragraph is a
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simpl e mi sdeneanor as provided in section 462A. 13.

Sec. 8. Section 462A.12, Code 1999, is amended by addi ng
the foll owi ng new subsecti ons:

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 12. A person operating a persona
wat ercraft equi pped by the manufacturer with a | anyard-type
engi ne cutoff switch shall attach the |anyard to the person's
body, clothing, or personal flotation device as appropriate
for the specific personal watercraft.

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 13. A person shall not operate a persona
watercraft at any tine between sunset and eight a.m

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 14. A person shall not chase or harass
wild animals while operating a personal watercraft.

Sec. 9. Section 462A.26, subsection 3, paragraph a,
subpar agraph (2), Code 1999, is anmended by striking the
subparagraph and inserting in lieu thereof the follow ng:

(2) Motorboats or personal watercraft shall maintain a
m ni mum passi ng or neeting di stance of one hundred feet when
both vessels are traveling at speeds greater than five niles
per hour on public |akes or reservoirs or on the M ssissipp
or Mssouri river. A mninmumpassing or neeting distance of
fifty feet shall be maintai ned when notorboats and persona
watercraft are traveling at speeds over five mles per hour on
other rivers and streans.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill includes the follow ng requirenents and
restrictions regarding the operation of various types of
vessel s:

1. A personal watercraft is defined as a vessel, under 16
feet inlength, which is propelled by a water jet punp or
simlar machinery and is designed to be operated by a person
sitting, standing, or kneeling on the vessel.

2. The operator of a personal watercraft is required to
wear an approved personal flotation device.

3. This bill provides that the departmnment nake proper
operation decals for all personal watercraft and that the
owner is responsible for affixing the decal on the vessel
where it is clearly visible to the operator. The county
recorders are responsible for distributing the decals when the
watercraft is registered.

4. The departnment of natural resources shall establish a
wat ercraft safety course which shall include persona
wat ercraft curriculumand be taught in at |east 12 counties
not |ater than January 15, 2000. Not |ater than January 15,
2002, the watercraft safety course shall be taught in at |east
one-hal f of the counties. A watercraft safety certificate
shal | be issued w thout fee upon successful conpletion of the
course. A five dollar fee shall be charged for a duplicate
certificate.

5. A person under 12 years of age shall not operate a
vessel propelled by a notor of nore than six horsepower unless
acconpani ed by a responsi bl e person of at |east 18 years of
age. However, commencing July 1, 2002, a person who is at
| east 12 years of age but less than 18 years of age shall not
operate a vessel which is propelled by a motor of nore than
si x horsepower unl ess acconpani ed by a responsi bl e person of
at least 18 years of age or unless the person under 18 years
of age has successfully conpleted an approved watercraft
safety course and has a watercraft safety certificate in
i medi at e possessi on.

6. After July 1, 2000, an owner or operator of a persona
wat ercraft, including the ower of a boat |ivery, shall not
permt a person under 12 years of age to operate a persona
wat ercraft unl ess acconpani ed by a responsi bl e person of at
| east 18 years of age or unless the person who is 12 years of
age or older or less than 18 years of age has successfully
compl eted an approved watercraft safety course and has a
watercraft safety certificate in i nmedi ate possession.
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7. The owner or operator of each vessel shall provide that
the vessel carry at least one life preserver, life belt, ring
buoy, or other device as prescribed by rules of the conmm ssion
for each passenger, which is placed to be easily accessible.
This requirenent does not apply to a racing shell or sail board
used for wi nd surfing.

8. The registration and capacity nunbers are no | onger
required to be displayed on the bottom surface of a sail boat
bow.

9. Personal watercraft shall not be operated in a manner
which will cause the personal watercraft to becone airborne
whi |l e crossing the wake of another vessel within 100 feet of
t he ot her vessel

10. Lanyard is defined as a cord, rope, or wire, which
connects an operator with a notorized vessel and is designed
to stop the notor when di sconnect ed.

11. A person operating a personal watercraft equi pped by
the manufacturer with a |l anyard-type engine cutoff is required
to attach the lanyard to the operator's body, clothing, or
personal flotation device as appropriate.

12. A person shall not operate a personal watercraft at
any tinme after sunset and before eight a.m of the follow ng
day.

13. A person shall not chase or harass wild aninmals while
operating a personal watercraft.

14. Mbtorboats or personal watercraft shall maintain a
m ni mum passi ng or neeting di stance of 100 feet when both
vessel s are traveling at speeds of nmore than five mles per
hour on public |akes or reservoirs or on the M ssissippi or
M ssouri river. A mnimm passing or neeting distance of 50
feet shall be maintained when notorboats or persona

watercraft are traveling at speeds over five mles per hour on
other rivers and streans.
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