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1 Section 1. Section 256.44, Code 1999, is anended by
striking the section and inserting in |ieu thereof the
fol | owi ng:

256. 44 NATI ONAL BOARD CERTI FI CATI ON PI LOT PRQJECT
APPROPRI ATI ON

1. A national board certification pilot project is
established to be admi nistered by the departnent of education.
A teacher, as defined in section 272.1, who registered for
nati onal board for professional teaching standards
certification by January 1, 1999, and is enployed by a schoo
district in lowa and receiving a salary as a classroom
teacher, shall be eligible for the follow ng:

a. A reinbursenent award in the anount of one thousand
dollars for the registration fee charged by the national board
for professional teaching standards. The teacher shall apply
to the departnment of education within one year of
registration, submtting to the departnent any docunentation
the departnment requires.

b. An annual award in the amount of three thousand dollars
for up to fifteen years upon achieving certification by the
nati onal board of professional teaching standards. A teacher
shall apply to the departnent for an award within one year of
eligibility. Payment for awards shall be made only upon
departnental approval of an application or recertification of
eligibility. Atermof eligibility shall be for fifteen years
or for the years in which the individual maintains a valid
certificate, whichever tine period is shorter. However, the
departnent shall award not nore than forty-five thousand
dollars to an individual during the individual's term of
eligibility for annual awards. In order to continue receipt
of paynments, a recipient shall annually recertify eligibility.

2. Reinbursenent paynents and annual awards shall be nade
on a first-conme, first-served basis and are subject to
sufficient funds bei ng appropriated by the general assenbly.

3. A teacher receiving an annual award pursuant to this
section shall provide additional services to the schoo
district that enploys the teacher. Additional services my
include, but are not limted to, nmentoring beginning teachers
and provi di ng professional guidance and assi stance to
i neffectual teachers. The additional services to be provided
by the teacher shall be nutually agreed upon by the schoo
district and the teacher.

4. A national board for professional teaching standards
certification fund is established in the office of treasurer
of state to be administered by the department. Mneys
appropriated by the general assenbly for deposit in the fund
shall be paid as follows:

a. Upon receipt of reinbursenent docunentation as provided
in subsection 1, paragraph "a"

b. On April 15 to teachers whose applications and
recertifications for annual awards as provided in subsection
1, paragraph "b", are approved by the departnent.

The treasurer of state shall act as custodian of the fund
and may invest the noneys deposited in the fund. The director
of revenue and finance shall issue warrants upon the fund
pursuant to the order of the departnent and such warrants
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shall be paid fromthe fund by the treasurer of state.

Not wi t hst andi ng section 8. 33, unencunbered or unobligated
nmoneys renmaining in the fund on June 30 of the fiscal year for
whi ch the funds were appropriated shall not revert but shal

be avail abl e for subsequent fiscal years for the purposes of
this section. Notw thstanding section 12C. 7, subsection 2,

i nterest or earnings on noneys deposited in the national board
for professional teaching standards certification fund shal

be credited to the fund

5. Notwi thstanding any provision to the contrary, a
teacher approved by the departnment to receive an annual award
for certification in accordance with this section in the
fiscal year beginning July 1, 1998, shall receive the annua
award anount specified in this section to commence with the
fiscal year beginning July 1, 1999

EXPLANATI ON

This bill strikes fromthe Code the original national board
certification award provisions, and replaces those provisions
wi th | anguage establishing a national board certification
pilot project to be adm nistered by the departnent of
education

Under the pilot project, a teacher, who registered by
January 1, 1999, for and achieves a national board certificate
and who is enployed by a school district in lowa, shall be
eligible for the follow ng:

1. A reinbursenent paynent in the anount of $1,000 for the
registration fee charged by the national board

2.  An annual award in the amount of $3,000 once
certification is achieved.

The nonrenewable termof award eligibility is for 15 years
or while the certificate is valid, whichever time period is
shorter. However, the departnent is prohibited from awarding
an armount of nore than $45,000 to any one individual during
the individual's termof eligibility for annual awards

Rei nbur sement paynents and annual awards shall be nade on a
first-come, first-served basis subject to the availability of
appropriated funds.

A teacher receiving an annual award nust provide additional
services to the school district of enploynment. Additiona
services may include, but are not linmted to, nentoring
begi nni ng teachers and provi di ng professional guidance and
assistance to ineffectual teachers. The school district and
the teacher nust nutually agree upon the additional services
to be provided.

The bill establishes a national board for professiona
teaching standards certification fund in the office of
treasurer of state to be administered by the departnent.
Moneys appropriated for the pilot project are to be deposited
in the fund, and the director of revenue and finance shal
i ssue warrants upon the fund based on the amounts of
rei nbursenent and award anmounts determ ned by the depart nent
of education. The treasurer of state pays the warrants from

the fund. The bill pernmits noneys in the fund to carry over
to be available for subsequent fiscal years for the purposes
of the pilot project. Interest or earnings on noneys

deposited in the fund shall be credited to the fund
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