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1 Section 1. Section 96.6, subsection 3, unnunbered
paragraph 2, Code 1999, is amended to read as foll ows:

t hst andi ng any provision of section 17A.11 to
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the contrary, appeals fromthe initial determination shall be
heard by an adnministrative | aw judge enpl oyed by the
departnment. However, not |ess than seven days prior to a
hearing, a party may request that the appeal be heard by an
adm nistrative |aw judge enpl oyed by the division of

adm nistrative hearings of the departnent of inspections and
appeals. An administrative law judge enployed by the
departnent shall have the sane qualifications as an
administrative |aw judge enpl oyed by the division of

adm nistrative hearings of the departnent of inspections and
appeals. An adm nistrative |law judge's decision may be
appeal ed by any party to the enploynent appeal board created
in section 10A.601. The decision of the appeal board is final
agency action and an appeal of the decision shall be nade
directly to the district court.

Sec. 2. Section 96.7, subsection 4, unnunbered paragraph
3, Code 1999, is anended to read as foll ows:

A hearing on an appeal shall be conducted according to
rul es adopted by the departnent. The rules shall provide,
notw t hst andi ng any provision of section 17A.11 to the
contrary, that the hearing shall be conducted by an
admini strative | aw judge enpl oyed by the departnent. However,
not less than seven days prior to a hearing, a party may
request that the appeal be heard by an adninistrative | aw
judge enployed by the division of adninistrative hearings of
the departnment of inspections and appeals. An administrative
| aw judge enployed by the departnent shall have the sane
qualifications as an administrative |aw judge enpl oyed by the
division of administrative hearings of the departnent of
inspections and appeals. A copy of the decision of the
adm nistrative |aw judge shall be sent by regular nmail to the
| ast address, according to the records of the departnment, of
each affected enploying unit or enployer.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill relates to the enploynent status and
qualifications of adm nistrative | aw judges hearing certain
adm ni strative appeal s invol ving unenpl oynent conpensati on
i ssues. Code section 96.6, subsection 3, which concerns
appeal s of an initial determ nation of a benefit decision
concerni ng unenpl oynent conpensati on, and Code section 96. 7,
subsection 4, which concerns appeals of enployer liability
determ nati ons, are both amended by this bill

The bill provides that in both instances, appeals shall be
heard by an administrative | aw judge enpl oyed by the
departnent of workforce devel opment notwi t hstandi ng any
provi si on of Code chapter 17A to the contrary. However, if a
party so requests at |east seven days prior to the hearing,
the appeal shall be heard by an adm nistrative |aw judge
enpl oyed by the division of adm nistrative hearings of the
departnent of inspections and appeals. The bill also provides
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that admi nistrative | aw judges enpl oyed by the departnment of
wor kf orce devel opnent shall neet the same qualifications as
those enpl oyed through the division of adm nistrative hearings
of the departnment of inspections and appeal s.

LSB 1606HC 78

ec/cf/ 24



