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conduct of elections and voter registration in the state and 

relating to corrective and technical changes to Iowa's 
election laws. 
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S.F. R.F. 
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1 Section 1 .• -Section 39.2, subsection 1, unnumbered 

2 paragraph- 2, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

3 A special election shall not be held in conjunction with 

4 the primary election. A special election shall not be held in 

5 conjunction with a school election unless the special election 

6 is for a school district or community college. A special 

7 election shall not be held in conjunction with a regularly 

8 scheduled election or special city primary or city runoff 

9 election. 

10 Sec. 2. Section 39.3, subsection 14, Code 1999, is amended 

11 to read as follows: 

12 14. "School election" means that election held pursuant to 

13 section 277.1 or 277.2. 

14 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 39.5 ELECTIONS AUTHORIZED. 

15 The commissioner shall conduct only elections authorized or 

16 required by state law. 

17 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 39.26 CANDIDATE QUALIFICATIONS. 

18 Any person seeking election to an elective office under the 

19 laws of this state shall be an eligible elector at the time of 

20 any election at which the person's name appears on the ballot. 

21 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 39.27 QUALIFICATIONS FOR PUBLIC 

22 OFFICE. 

23 Any person elected to an office under the laws of this 

24 state shall be an eligible elector. At the time an elected 

25 official takes office the official shall be a resident of the 

26 state, district, county, township, city, or ward by or for 

27 which the person was elected, or in which the duties of the 

28 office are to be exercised. An elected official shall 

29 continue to be a resident of the state, district, county, 

30 township, city, or ward by or for which the person was 

31 elected, or in which the duties of the office are to be 

32 exercised for the duration of the term of office. This 

33 section shall not apply to United States senators or 

34 representatives in Congress or to members of the general 

35 assembly. 
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1 Sec. 6. Section 43.14, Code 1999, is amended by striking 

2 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

3 43.14 FORM OF NOMINATION PAPERS. 

4 1. Nomination papers shall include a petition and an 

5 affidavit of candidacy. All nomination petitions shall be 

6 eight and one-half by fourteen inches in size and in 

7 substantially the form prescribed by the commissioner of 

8 elections. They shall include or provide spaces for the 

9 following information: 

10 a. A statement identifying the signers of the petition as 

11 eligible electors of the appropriate county or legislative 

12 district and of the state. 

13 b. The name of the candidate nominated by the petition. 

14 c. For nomination petitions for candidates for the general 

15 assembly, a statement that the residence of the candidate is 

16 within the appropriate legislative district, or if that is not 

17 true that the candidate will reside there within sixty days 

18 before the election. For other offices, a statement of the 

19 name of the county where the candidate resides. 

20 d. The political party with which the candidate is a 

21 registered voter. 

22 e. The office sought by the candidate, including the 

23 district number, if any. 

24 f. The date of the primary election for which the 

25 candidate is nominated. 

26 Signatures on a petition page shall be counted only if the 

27 required form is written or printed at the top of the page and 

28 properly completed information. Nomination papers on behalf 

29 of candidates for seats in the general assembly need only 

30 designate the number of the senatorial or representative 

31 district, as appropriate, and not the county or counties, in 

32 which the candidate and the petitioners reside. A signature 

33 line shall not be counted if the line lacks the signature of 

34 the eligible elector, the signer's address and city, and the 

35 date the person signed the petition. The person examining the 
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1 petition shall mark any deficiencies on the petition and 

2 affidavit. 

3 2. Signed nomination petitions and the signed and 

4 notarized affidavit of candidacy shall not be altered to 

5 correct deficiencies noted during examination. If the 

6 nomination petition lacks a sufficient number of acceptable 

7 signatures, the nomination petition shall be rejected and 

8 shall be returned to the candidate. 

9 The nomination papers shall be rejected if the affidavit 

10 lacks any of the following: 

11 a. The candidate's name. 

12 b. The name of the office sought, including the district, 

13 if any. 

c. The political party name. 14 

15 d. The signature of the candidate. 

e. The signature 16 of a notary public or other officer 

17 empowered to witness oaths. 

18 The candidate may replace a deficient affidavit with a 

19 corrected affidavit only if the replacement affidavit is filed 

20 before the filing deadline. The candidate may resubmit a 

21 nomination petition that has been rejected by adding a 

22 sufficient number of pages or signatures to correct the 

23 deficiency. A nomination petition and affidavit filed to 

24 replace rejected nomination papers shall be filed together 

25 before the deadline for filing. 

26 Sec. 7. Section 43.15, subsection 4, Code 1999, is amended 

27 to read as follows: 

28 4. When more than one sheet is used, the sheets shall be 

29 neatly arranged and securely fastened together before filing, 

30 and shall be considered one nomination paper petition. 

31 Nomination petitions which are not securely fastened together 

32 shall be returned to the candidate or the candidate's designee 

33 without examination. The state commissioner shall prescribe 

34 by rule the acceptable methods for binding nomination 

35 petitions. 
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1 Sec. 8. Section 43.27, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 43.27 PRINTING OF BALLOTS. 

4 The ballots of each political party shall be printed in 

5 black ink, on separate sheets of paper, uniform in eeler, 

6 quality, texture, and size, with the name of the political 

7 party printed at the head of said ballots, which ballots shall 

8 be prepared by the commissioner in the same manner as for the 

9 general election, except as in this chapter provided. The 

10 commissioner may print the ballots for each political party 

11 using a different color for each party. If colored paper is 

12 used, all of the ballots for each separate party shall be 

13 uniform in color. 

14 Sec. 9. Section 43.45, Code 1999, is amended by striking 

15 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

16 43.45 CANVASS OF VOTES. 

17 1. upon the closing of the polls the precinct election 

18 officials shall immediately publicly canvass the vote. The 

19 canvass shall be conducted using the procedures established in 

20 subsection 2 or 3, whichever is appropriate for the voting 

21 system used in the precinct. 

22 2. In precincts where paper ballots are used, precinct 

23 election officials shall do all of the following: 

24 a. Place the ballots of the several political parties in 

25 separate piles. 

26 b. Separately count the ballots of each party, and make 

27 the correct entries thereof on the tally sheets. 

28 c. Certify to the number of votes cast upon the ticket of 

29 each political party for each candidate for each office. 

30 d. Place the ballots cast on behalf of each of the parties 

31 in separate envelopes. Seal each envelope and place the 

32 signature of all board members of the precinct across the seal 

33 of the envelope so that it cannot be opened without breaking 

34 the seal. 

35 e. On the outside of each envelope enter the number of 
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1 ballots cast by each party in the precinct and contained in 

2 the envelope. 
3 f. Seal the tally sheets and certificates of the precinct 

4 election officials in an envelope on the outside of which are 

5 written or printed the names of the several political parties 

6 with the names of the candidates for the different offices 

7 under their party name, and opposite each candidate's name 

8 enter the number of votes cast for such candidate in the 

9 precinct. 
10 9. Enter on the envelope the total number of voters of 
11 each party who cast ballots in the precinct. 
12 h. Communicate the results in the manner required by 
13 section 50.11, to the commissioner of the county in which the 

14 polls are located, who shall remain on duty until the results 

15 are communicated to the commissioner from each polling place 

16 in the county. 
17 3. In precincts where voting machines are used, precinct 
18 election officials shall do all of the following: 

19 a. Close the machines to prevent 
20 print the results for the precinct. 

21 b. Tabulate all write-in votes. 

additional voting, and 

If necessary, add the 

22 votes, including write-in votes, from all machines to obtain 

23 the total number of votes cast in the precinct by the members 
24 of each political party for each office on the ballot. 
25 c. Put any forms used by voters to cast write-in votes in 
26 an envelope with one copy of the printed results from each 
27 voting machine. Seal the envelope and place the signature of 
28 all board members of the precinct across the seal of the -

29 envelope so that it cannot be opened without breaking the 

30 seal. 
31 d. On the outside of the envelope enter the number of 

32 voters from each party in the precinct. Report the number of 

33 votes cast for each office by the voters of each political 
34 party. A copy of the printed tape from the voting machine may 

35 be used to report vote totals. 

-5-
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1 e. Communicate the results to the commissioner in the 

2 manner required by section 50.11. The commissioner shall 

3 remain on duty until the results are communicated to the 

4 commissioner from each polling place in the county. 

5 4. To perform the precinct count, precinct election 

6 officials shall do all of the following: 

7 a. Close and secure the ballot reader to prevent the 

8 insertion of additional ballots. 

9 b. Print the results for the precinct. 

10 c. Open the ballot container. Secure all ballots counted 

11 by the vote-tabulating device. Sort the remaining ballots by 

12 party. Tally all write-in votes and any other ballots not yet 

13 counted. Record the results in the tally list. 

14 d. Put all ballots in an envelope or other package and 

15 seal it. All members of the board shall sign their names 

16 across the seal of the envelope. The seal shall be placed so 

17 that the envelope or package cannot be opened without breaking 

18 the seal. 

19 5. To perform the central count, precinct election 

20 officials shall follow the procedures in section 52.32. 

21 Sec. 10. Section 43.48, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

22 follows: 

23 43.48 ELECTOR MAY ASCERTAIN VOTE CAST. 

24 Any elector of the county shall have the right, before the 

25 day fixed for canvassing the returns, to ascertain the vote 

26 cast for any candidate in any precinct in the county, as shown 

27 on the outside of the envelope containing the tally list or on 

28 printed reports from voting machines or electronic voting 

29 systems. 

30 Sec. 11. Section 44.4, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1999, 

31 is amended to read as follows: 

32 Nominations made pursuant to this chapter and chapter 45 

33 which are required to be filed in the office of the state 

34 commissioner shall be filed in that office not more than 

35 ninety-nine days nor later than five p.m. on the eighty-first 
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1 day before the date of the general election to be held in 

2 November. Nominations made for a special election called 

3 pursuant to section 69.14 shall be filed by five p.m. not less 

4 than twenty-five days before the date of an election called 

5 upon at least forty days' notice and not less than fourteen 

6 days before the date of an election called upon at least 
7 eighteen days' notice. Nominations made for a special 
8 election called pursuant to section 69.14A shall be filed by 

9 five p.m. not less than ~weft~y twenty-five days before the 

10 date of the election. Nominations made pursuant to this 

11 chapter and chapter 45 which are required to be filed in the 

12 office of the commissioner shall be filed in that office not 
13 more than ninety-two days nor later than five p.m. on the 

14 sixty-ninth day before the date of the general election. 
15 Nominations made pursuant to this chapter or chapter 45 for 
16 city office shall be filed not more than seventy-two days nor 
17 later than five p.m. on the forty-seventh day before the city 

18 election with the city clerk, who shall process them as 

19 provided by law. 
20 Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 45.5 FORM OF NOMINATION PAPERS. 
21 Nomination papers shall include a petition and an affidavit 
22 of candidacy. All nomination petitions shall be eight and 
23 one-half by fourteen inches in size and shall be in 
24 substantially the form prescribed by the state commissioner of 
25 elections. They shall provide spaces for the following 

26 information: 
27 1. A statement identifying the signers of the petition as 

28 eligible electors of the appropriate county or legislative 

29 district and of the state of Iowa. 
30 2. The name of the candidate nominated by the petition. 

31 3. A statement that the candidate is a resident of the 

32 appropriate ward, city, county, school district, or 

33 legislative or other district as required by section 45.1. 

34 4. The office sought by the candidate, including the 

35 district number, if any. 
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1 5. The name and date of the election for which the 

2 candidate is nominated. 

3 Signatures on a petition page shall be counted only if the 

4 required form is written or printed at the top of the page and 

5 properly completed with all requested information. Nomination 

6 papers on behalf of candidates for seats in the general 

7 assembly need only designate the number of the senatorial or 

8 representative district, as appropriate, and not the county or 

9 counties, in which the candidate and the petitioners reside. 

10 Signature lines on the nomination petitions shall not be 

11 counted if the line lacks the signature of the eligible 

12 elector, the signer's address and city, and the date the 

13 person signed the petition. The person examining the petition 

14 shall mark any deficiencies on the petition. 

15 The pages of the petition shall be securely fastened 

16 together to form a single bundle. Nomination petitions that 

17 are not bound shall be returned without further examination. 

18 The state commissioner shall prescribe by rule the acceptable 

19 methods for binding nomination petitions. 

20 Signed nomination petitions and the signed and notarized 

21 affidavit of candidacy shall not be altered to correct 

22 deficiencies noted during the examination. If the nomination 

23 petition lacks a sufficient number of acceptable signatures, 

24 the nomination papers shall be rejected and returned to the 

25 candidate. 

26 The nomination papers shall be rejected if the affidavit 

27 lacks any of the following: 

28 a. The candidate's name. 

29 b. The name of the office sought, including the district, 

30 if any. 

31 c. The signature of the candidate. 

32 d. The signature of a notary public or other officer 

33 empowered to witness oaths. 

34 The candidate may replace a deficient affidavit with a 

35 corrected one only if the replacement is filed before the 
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1 filing deadline. The candidate may resubmit a nomination 

2 petition that has been rejected by adding a sufficient number 
3 of pages or signatures to correct the deficiency. A 

4 nomination petition and affidavit filed to replace rejected 

5 nomination papers shall be filed together before the deadline 
6 for filing. 

7 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 45.6 REQUIREMENTS IN SIGNING. 
8 The following requirements shall be observed in the signing 

9 and preparation of nomination petitions: 

10 1. A signer may sign nomination petitions for more than 
11 one candidate for the same office, and the signature is not 
12 invalid solely because the signer signed nomination petitions 
13 for one or more other candidates for the office. 

14 2. Each signer shall add the signer's residence, with 
15 street and number, if any, and the date of signing. 

16 3. All signers, for all nominations, of each separate part 

17 of a nomination petition, shall reside in the appropriate 
18 ward, city, county, school district, or legislative or other 
19 district as required by section 45.1. 
20 4. When more than one sheet is used, the sheets shall be 
21 neatly arranged and securely fastened together before filing, 
22 and shall be considered one nomination petition. 

23 5. Only one candidate shall be petitioned for or nominated 

24 in the same nomination petition, except for the offices of 

25 governor and lieutenant governor, and president and vice 
26 president. 
27 Sec. 14. Section 48A.9, subsection 1, Code 1999, is 
28 amended to read as follows: 

29 1. Registration closes at five p.m. eleven days before 

30 each election except primary-aftd general elections. For 

31 primary-aftd general elections, registration closes at five 

32 p.m. ten days before the election. An eligible elector may 

33 register during the time registration is closed in the 

34 elector's precinct but the registration shall not become 
35 effective until registration opens again in the elector's 
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1 precinct. 

2 Sec. 15. Section 48A.9, subsection 2, Code 1999, is 

3 amended to read as follows: 

4 2. The commissioner's office shall be open from eight a.m. 

5 until at least five p.m. on the day registration closes before 

6 each regularly scheduled election. However, if the last day 

7 to register to vote for a regularly scheduled election falls 

8 on the day after Thanksgiving, the deadline shall be the 

9 following Monday. 

10 Sec. 16. Section 48A.27, subsection 4, paragraph c, 

11 unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 The notice shall be sent by forwardable mail, and shall 

14 include a postage paid preaddressed return card on which the 
15 registered voter may state the registered voter's current 
16 address. The notice shall contain a statement in 

17 substantially the following form: "Information received from 

18 the United states postal service indicates that you are no 

19 longer a resident of, and therefore not eligible to vote in 

20 (name of county) County, Iowa. If this information is not 

21 correct, and you still live in (name of county) County, please 

22 complete and mail the attached postage paid card at least ten 

23 days before the primary or general election and at least 

24 eleven days before any other election at which you wish to 

25 vote. If the information is correct and you have moved, 

26 please contact a local official in your new area for 

27 assistance in registering there. If you do not mail in the 

28 card, you may be required to show identification ~roy~ft~-yetlr 

29 re~ideftee-~ft-tft8me-e£-eetlft~yt-eetlft~y before being allowed to 

30 vote in (name of county) County. If you do not return the 

31 card, and you do not vote in an election in (name of county) 

32 County, Iowa, on or before (date of second general election 

33 following the date of the notice) your name will be removed 

34 from the list of voters in that county. To ensure you receive 

35 this notice, it is being sent to both your most recent 
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1 registration address and to your new address as reported by 

2 the postal service." 

3 Sec. 17. Section 48A.28, subsection 3, unnumbered 

4 paragraph 2, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

5 The form and language of the confirmation notice and return 
6 card shall be specified by the state voter registration 
7 commission by rule. 
8 Sec. 18. Section 48A.29, subsection 3, unnumbered 
9 paragraph 2, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

10 The notice shall be sent by forwardable mail, and shall 
11 include a postage paid preaddressed return card on which the 

12 registered voter may state the registered voter's current 
13 address. The notice shall contain a statement in 
14 substantially the following form: "Information received by 
15 this office indicates that you are no longer a resident of 
16 (residence address) in (name of county) County, Iowa. If the 
17 information is not correct, and you still live at that 
18 address, please complete and mail the attached postage paid 
19 card at least ten days before the primary or general election 
20 and at least eleven days before any other election at which 
21 you wish to vote. If the information is correct, and you have 
22 moved within the county, you may update your registration by 
23 listing your new address on the card and mailing it back. If 
24 you have moved outside the county, please contact a local 
25 official in your new area for assistance in registering there. 
26 If you do not mail in the card, you may be required to show 

27 identification ~revift~-ye~r-residenee-ift-tname-or-eeun~yt 
28 ee~n~y before being allowed to vote in (name of county) 
29 County. If you do not return the card, and you do not vote in 
30 some election in (name of county) County, Iowa, on or before 
31 (date of second general election following the date of the 
32 notice) your name will be removed from the list of registered 

33 voters in that county." 
34 Sec. 19. Section 49.30, subsection 1, Code 1999, is 

35 amended to read as follows: 
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1 1. Where special paper ballots are used, if it is not 

2 possible to include all offices and public measures on a 
3 single ballot, separate ballots may be provided for township 

4 offices, nonpartisan offices, judges, or public measures. 

5 Sec. 20. Section 49.31, subsection 2, Code 1999, is 

6 amended by adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

7 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. On the general election ballot 

8 the names of candidates for the nonpartisan offices listed in 

9 section 39.21 shall be arranged by drawing lots for position. 
10 The board of supervisors shall hold the drawing at its first 
11 meeting following the deadline for receipt of objections and 
12 withdrawals by candidates for the general election. The names 
13 of candidates for nonpartisan offices on the general election 
14 ballot shall not be rotated. 
15 Sec. 21. Section 49.57, subsection 4, Code 1999, is 

16 amended to read as follows: 
17 4. On ballots that will be counted by electronic 
18 tabulating equipment, ballots shall include a voting target 
19 next to the name of each candidate. The position, shape, and 
20 size of the targets shall be appropriate for the equipment to 
21 be used in counting the votes. Where paper ballots are used, 

22 a square7-the-sides-o~-whieh-shall-not-be-less-than-one-~o~reh 

23 or-an-ineh-in-length, may be printed at the beginning of each 

24 line in which the name of a candidate is printed, except as 

25 otherwise provided. 
26 Sec. 22. section 49.64, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

27 follows: 
28 49.64 NUMBER OF BALLOTS DELIVERED. 

29 The commissioner shall ea~se-balloes-or-the-k~nd-te-he 

30 yoeed-~ft-eeeh-pree±nee,-to-be-deiivered deliver to the 

31 precinct election officials as-~eilows~--in-generai-eieeeiens 

32 wft±eh-are-president±ai-eieetions-seventy-~ive-baiioes-fer 

33 every-£i£ey-veees,-er-£reeeien-ehereo£7-ease-in-se~d-preeinee 

34 at-ehe-lase-preeeding-general-eieetion-wftieh-was-eise-a 

35 presidentiei-eieeeion,-and-in-gefteral-eleeeions-wnieh-are-noe 
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1 ~re~iaefttia%-e%eet±Oft~7-~eVeftty-£ive-ha%%ot~-£er-every-£±£ty 

2 vote~7-or-£raetioft-t"ereO£7-e8st-t"ereift-at-the-%a~t-preeedift~ 

3 ~eftera~-e%eet±oft-whieh-was-ftot-a-pres%defttia%-e%eetioft ~ 

4 sufficient number of ballots of each kind to be voted in the 
5 precinct. In determining the number of ballots, the 

6 commissioner shall take into consideration the number of 

7 active and inactive registered voters in the precinct, the 

8 number of people who voted in the precinct in previous similar 

9 elections, the number of contested and uncontested races on 
10 the ballot, public measures appearing on the ballot, and the 
11 local political conditions that may affect participation in 

12 the election. 
13 Sec. 23. Section 49.70, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

14 follows: 
15 49.70 PRECINCT ELECTION OFFICIALS FURNISHED INSTRUCTIONS. 

16 The commissioner shall cause copies of the foregoing 

17 instructions to be printed in large, clear type, under the 
18 heading of "eard-of Instructions for Voters", and shall 
19 furnish the precinct election officials with a sufficient 
20 number of such eards instructions as will enable them to 
21 comply with section 49.71. 

22 Sec. 24. Section 49.73, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code 
23 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

24 b. Any election conducted for a city of three thousand 
25 five hundred or less population, including a local option 

26 sales and services tax election conducted pursuant to section 
27 422B.l. At elections conducted pursuant to chapter 422B, 
28 contiguous cities shall have the same voting hours. 
29 Sec. 25. Section 49.73, subsection 1, is amended by adding 

30 the following new paragraph: 

31 NEW PARAGRAPH. e. The unincorporated area of any county 

32 voting on a local option sales and services tax pursuant to 

33 section 422B.l. 

34 Sec. 26. Section 49.79, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

35 follows: 

-13-
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1 49.79 CHALLENGES. 

2 Any person offering to vote may be challenged as 

3 unqualified by any precinct election official or e±ee~Or7-8"d 

4 i~ registered voter. It is the duty of each official to 

5 challenge any person offering to vote whom the official knows 

6 or suspects is not duly qualified. A ballot shall be received 

7 from a voter who is challenged, but only in accordance with 

8 section 49.81. 

9 Sec. 27. section 49.81. subsection 2, unnumbered paragraph 

10 2, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

11 Your qualifications as a registered voter have been 

12 challenged for the following reasons: 

13 I.. ............•...... 

14 II.. .............••... 

15 III.. ................ . 

16 Your right to vote will be reviewed by the special precinct 

17 counting board on ••••••• You have the right and are 

18 encouraged to make a written statement and submit additional 

19 written evidence to this board supporting your qualifications 

20 as a registered voter. This written statement and evidence 

21 may be given to an election official of this precinct on 

22 election day or mailed or delivered to the county commissioner 

23 of elections, but must be received prier-~o-ftoOft before •••.. 

24 a.m./p.m. on •••••• at ••••••• If your ballot is not counted 

25 you will receive notification of this fact. 

26 Sec. 28. Section 49.96, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

27 fOllows: 

28 49.96 OFFICES WITH MORE THAN ONE PERSON TO BE ELECTED. 

29 Where more than one person is to be elected to the same 

30 office at the same election, and all of the candidates for 

31 that office for whom the voter desires to vote were nominated 

32 by the political party or nonparty political organization for 

33 which the voter has marked a straight party or organization 

34 vote, the voter need not otherwise indicate the vote for that 

35 office. However, if a voter who has marked a straight party 

-14-



S.F. H.F. 

1 or organization ticket also marks the voting targets next to 

2 the names of one or more candidates of the same party or 

3 organization, only the votes cast separately for individual 

4 candidates for that office shall be counted. If the voter 

5 wishes to vote for candidates who were nominated by different 

6 political parties or nonparty political organizations, the 

7 voter must mark the voting target for each candidate the voter 
8 has chosen, whether or not the voter has also marked a 
9 straight party or organization vote. 

10 Sec. 29. Section 50.11, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

11 follows: 

12 50.11 PROCLAMATION OF RESULT. 
13 When the canvass is completed one of the precinct election 
14 officials shall publicly announce the total number of votes 
15 received by each of the persons voted for, the office for 
16 which the person is designated, as announced by the designated 

17 tally keepers, and the number of votes for, and the number of 
18 votes against, any proposition which shall have been submitted 

19 to a vote of the people,-afte-the. A precinct election 

20 official shall communicate saie-ift£ermatieft the election 

21 results by telephone er-te%e~ra~h or in person to the 
22 commissioner who is conducting the election immediately upon 

23 completion of the canvaSS7-afte-the~ 
24 Election results may be transmitted electronically from 

25 voting equipment to the commissioner's office only after the 

26 precinct election officials have produced a written report of 

27 the election results. The devices used for the electronic 

28 transmission of election results shall be approved for use by 
29 the board of examiners pursuant to section 52.41. The state 

30 commissioner of elections shall adopt rules establishinq 
31 procedures for the electronic transmission of election 

32 results. 
33 The commissioner shall remain on duty until such 

34 information is communicated to the commissioner from each 

35 polling place in the commissioner's county. 
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1 Sec. 30. Section 50.12, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 
3 50.12 RETURN AND PRESERVATION OF BALLOTS. 

4 Immediately after making the proclamation, and before 

5 separating, the board members of each precinct in which votes 

6 have been received by paper ballot shall enclose in an 

7 envelope or other container all ballots which have been 

8 counted by them, except those endorsed "Rejected as double", 
9 "Defective", or "Objected to", and securely seal the envelope. 

10 The signatures of all board members of the precinct shall be 
11 placed across the seal or the opening of the container so that 
12 it cannot be opened without breaking the seal. The precinct 

13 election officials shall return all the ballots to the 
14 commissioner, who shall carefully preserve them for six 

15 months. Ballots from elections for federal offices shall be 

16 preserved for twenty-two months. The sealed packages 
17 containing voted ballots shall be opened only for an official 
18 recount authorized by section 50.49 or 50.50, for an election 
19 contest held pursuant to chapters 57 through 62, or to destroy 
20 the ballots pursuant to section 50.19. 

21 Sec. 31. Section 50.48, subsection 2, unnumbered paragraph 

22 1, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

23 The candidate requesting a recount under this section shall 

24 post a bond, unless the abstracts prepared pursuant to section 
25 50.24, or section 43.49 in the case of a primary election, 
26 indicate that the difference between the total number of votes 
27 cast for the apparent winner and the total number of votes 

28 cast for the candidate requesting the recount is less than the 

29 greater of fifty votes or one percent of the total number of 

30 votes cast for the office or nomination in question. If a 

31 recount is requested for an office to which more than one 

32 person was elected, the vote difference calculations shall be 

33 made using the difference between the number of votes received 

34 by the person requesting the recount and the number of votes 

35 received by the apparent winner who received the fewest votes. 
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1 Where votes cast for that office or nomination were canvassed 

2 in more than one county, the abstracts prepared by the county 

3 boards in all of those counties shall be totaled for purposes 

4 of this subsection. If a bond is required, it shall be filed· 

5 with the state commissioner for recounts involving a state 

6 office, including a seat in the general assembly, or a seat in 

7 the United States Congress, and with the commissioner 

8 responsible for conducting the election in all other cases, 

9 and shall be in the following amount: 
10 Sec. 32. Section 50.48, subsection 3, paragraph b, Code 
11 1999, is amended to read as follows: 
12 b. A designee of the apparent winning candidate, who shall 

13 be named by that candidate at or before the time the board is 

14 required to convene. If a recount is requested for an office 

15 to which more than one person was elected, every person who 
16 was declared elected may name a member of the recount board. 
17 Sec. 33. Section 50.49, unnumbered paragraph 4, Code 1999, 
18 is amended to read as follows: 
19 The petitioners requesting the recount shall post a bond as 
20 required by section 50.48, subsection 2. The amount of the 
21 bond shall be one thousand dollars for a public measure 

22 appearing on the ballot statewide or one hundred dollars for 

23 any other public measure. If the difference between the 

24 affirmative and negative votes cast on the public measure is 
25 less than the greater of fifty votes or one percent of the 
26 total number of votes cast for and against the question, a 
27 bond is not required. If approval by sixty percent of the 

28 votes cast is required for adoption of the public measure, no 

29 bond is required if the difference between sixty percent of 

30 the total votes cast for and against the question and the 

31 number of votes cast for the losing side is less than the 

32 greater of fifty votes or one percent of the total number of 

33 votes cast. 
34 Sec. 34. Section 50.50, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1999, 

35 is amended to read as follows: 
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1 The commissioner who was responsible for conducting an 

2 election may request an administrative recount when the 

3 commissioner suspects that voting equipment used in the 

4 election malfunctioned or that programming errors may have 
5 affected the outcome of the election, or if the precinct 

6 election officials report counting errors to the commissioner 
7 after the conclusion of the canvass of votes in the precinct. 

8 An administrative recount shall be conducted by the board of 
9 the special precinct established by section 53.23. Bond shall 

10 not be required for an administrative recount. The state 

11 commissioner may adopt rules for administrative recounts. 

12 Sec. 35. Section 52.37, subsection 1, Code 1999, is 
13 amended to read as follows: 
14 1. The sealed ballot container from each precinct shall be 
15 delivered to the counting center by two o£-~ne election 
16 officials o£-~na~-preeifte~, not members of the same political 

17 party, who shall travel together in the same vehicle and shall 

18 have the container under their immediate joint control until 

19 they surrender it to the commissioner or the commissioner's 
20 designee in charge of the counting center. The commissioner 
21 may designate two precinct election officials of different 
22 political parties to collect the sealed ballot containers from 
23 more than one precinct to deliver to the counting center. The 

24 commissioner or designee shall, in the presence of the two 

25 precinct election officials who delivered the container, enter 

26 on a record kept for the purpose that the container was 

27 received, the time the container was received, and the 

28 condition of the seal upon receipt. 
29 Sec. 36. NEW SECTION. 52.41 ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION OF 

30 ELECTION RESULTS. 

31 With the advice of the board of examiners for voting 

32 machines and electronic voting systems, the state commissioner 

33 shall adopt by rule standards for the examination and testing 

34 of devices for the electronic transmission of election 

35 results. All voting systems which contain devices for the 
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1 electronic transmission of election results submitted to the 

2 examiners for examination and testing after January 1, 2000, 

3 shall comply with these standards. 

4 Sec. 37. Section 53.8, sUbsection 1, Code 1999, is amended 
5 to read as follows: 

6 1. Upon receipt of an application for an absentee ballot 

7 and immediately after the absentee ballots are printed, the 

8 commissioner shall mail an absentee ballot to the applicant 

9 within twenty-four hours, except as otherwise provided in 

10 subsection 3. The absentee ballot shall be enclosed in an 

11 unsealed envelope bearing a serial number and affidavit. The 
12 absentee ballot and unsealed envelope shall be enclosed in or 
13 with a carrier envelope which bears the same serial number as 
14 the unsealed envelope. The absentee ballot, unsealed 
15 envelope, and carrier envelope shall be enclosed in a third 

16 envelope to be sent to the registered voter. If the ballot 

17 cannot be folded so that all of the votes cast on the ballot 

18 will be hidden, the commissioner shall also enclose a secrecy 

19 envelope with the absentee ballot. 
20 Sec. 38. NEW SECTION. 53.10 ABSENTEE VOTING AT THE 
21 COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE. 
22 Not more than forty days before the date of the primary 
23 election or the general election, the commissioner shall 

24 provide facilities for absentee voting in person at the 

25 commissioner's office. This service shall also be provided 

26 for other elections as soon as the ballots are ready. 
27 Each person who wishes to vote by absentee ballot at the 

28 commissioner's office shall first sign an application for a 
29 ballot including the following information: name, current 

30 address, and the election for which the ballot is requested. 

31 The person may report a change of address or other information 

32 on the person's voter registration record at that time. The 

33 registered voter shall immediately mark the ballot, enclose 

34 the ballot in a secrecy envelope, if necessary, and seal it in 

35 a ballot envelope, subscribe to the affidavit on the reverse 
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1 side of the envelope, and return the absentee ballot to the 

2 commissioner. The commissioner shall record the numbers 

3 appearing on the application and ballot envelope along with 

4 the name of the registered voter. 

5 During the hours when absentee ballots are available in the 

6 office of the commissioner, the posting of political signs is 

7 prohibited within thirty feet of the absentee voting site. No 

8 electioneering shall be allowed within the sight or hearing of 

9 voters at the absentee voting site. 

10 Sec. 39. Section 53.11, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1999, 

11 is amended by striking the unnumbered paragraph. 

12 Sec. 40. Section 53.11, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1999, 

13 is amended to read as follows: 

14 Satellite absentee voting stations sna~~ may be established 

15 throughout the cities and county at the direction of the 

16 commissioner or and shall be established upon receipt of a 

17 petition signed by not less than one hundred eligible electors 

18 requesting that a satellite absentee voting station be 

19 established at a location to be described on the petition. A 

20 satellite absentee voting station established by petition must 

21 be open at least one day for a minimum of six hours. A 

22 satellite absentee voting station established at the direction 

23 of the commissioner or by petition may remain open until five 

24 p.m. on the day before the election. 

25 Sec. 41. Section 53.11, Code 1999, is amended by adding 

26 the following new unnumbered paragraphs: 

27 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Procedures for absentee voting 

28 at satellite absentee voting stations shall be the same as 

29 specified in section 53.10 for voting at the commissioner's 

30 office. Additional procedures shall be prescribed by rule by 

31 the state commissioner. 

32 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. During the hours when absentee 

33 ballots are available at a satellite absentee voting station, 

34 the posting of political signs is prohibited within thirty 

35 feet of the satellite absentee voting station. No 
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1 electioneering shall be allowed within the sight or hearing of 

2 voters at the satellite absentee voting station. 

3 Sec. 42. Section 53.18, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

4 follows: 

5 53.18 MANNER OF PRESERVING BALLOT AND APPLICATION. 

6 Upon receipt of the absentee ballot, the commissioner shall 

7 at once record the number appearing on the application and 

8 return carrier envelope and time of receipt of such ballot and 

9 attach the elector's application to the unopened envelope. 
10 Absentee ballots shall be stored in a secure place until they 
11 are delivered to the absentee and special voters precinct 

12 board. 

13 Sec. 43. Section 53.19, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code 1999, 

14 is amended to read as follows: 

15 However, any registered voter who has received an absentee 
16 ballot and not returned it, may surrender the absentee ballot 
17 to the precinct officials and vote in person at the polls. 
18 The precinct officials shall mark the uncast absentee ballot 
19 "void" and return it to the commissioner. Any registered 

20 voter who has been sent an absentee ballot by mail but for any 

21 reason has not received it or who has not brought the ballot 

22 to the polls, may appear at the voter's precinct polling place 
23 on election day and s~gft-aft-arr~dav~~-~o-~h8~-e£ree~7-ar~er 
24 wh~eh-~he-vo~er-sha%%-be-perm~tted-~o-vo~e-ift-persoft~--Stteh 

25 voter shall cast a ballot in accordance with section 49.81. 

26 ~he-£orm-o£-the-a££id8vi~-£or-ttse-~ft-SHeh-eases-sha%%-be 

27 preser~bed-by-the-state-eomm~ss~ofter~ 

28 Sec. 44. Section 53.30, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

29 follows: 

30 53.30 BALLOT ENVELOPE PRESERVED. 

31 At the conclusion of each meeting of the absentee and 

32 special voter's precinct board, the board shall securely seal 
33 all ballots counted by them in the manner prescribed in 

34 section 50.12. The ballot envelopes, including the envelope 

35 having the registered voter's affidavit thereoft on it, the 
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1 return carrier envelope, and secrecy envelope bearing the 

2 signatures of precinct election officials, as required by 

3 section 53.23, shall be preserved. All applications for 
4 absentee ballots, ballots rejected without being opened, 
5 absentee ballot logs, and any other documents pertaining to 

6 the absentee ballot process shall be preserved until such time 

7 as the documents may be destroyed pursuant to section 50.19. 

8 Sec. 45. Section 53.38, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

9 follows: 

10 53.38 APPfBAVf~ WHAT CONSTITUTES REGISTRATION. 

11 Whenever a ballot is requested pursuant to section 53.39 or 
12 53.45 on behalf of a voter in the armed forces of the United 
13 States, the affidavit upon the ballot envelope of such voter, 
14 if the voter is found to be an eligible elector of the county 
15 to which the ballot is submitted, shall constitute a 
16 sufficient registration under ~he-previ~ieft~-e£ chapter 4SA 

17 8ftd-~he. A completed federal postcard registration and 
IS federal absentee ballot request form submitted by such 
19 eligible elector shall also constitute a sufficient 

20 registration under chapter 48A. The commissioner shall place 
21 the voter's name on the registration record as a registered 
22 voter, if it does not already appear there. 
23 Sec. 46. Section 53.40, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1999, 

24 is amended to read as follows: 

25 A request in writing for a ballot may be made by any member 

26 of the armed forces of the United States who is or will be a 

27 qualified voter on the day of the election at which the ballot 

28 is to be cast, at any time before the election. Any member of 
29 the armed forces of the united States may request ballots for 

30 all elections to be held within a calendar year. The request 

31 may be made by using the federal postcard application form and 

32 indicating that the applicant wishes to receive ballots for 

33 all elections as permitted by state law. The county 8ttdi~er 

34 commissioner shall send the applicant a ballot for each 

35 election held during the calendar year in which the 
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1 application is received. The commissioner shall forward a 

2 coPY of the absentee ballot request to other commissioners who 

3 are responsible under section 47.2, subsection 2, for 
4 conducting elections in which the applicant is eligible to 

5 vote. 
6 Sec. 47. Section 57.1, subsection 2, is amended by adding 
7 the following new paragraph after paragraph f and relettering 

8 the subsequent paragraphs: 
9 NEW PARAGRAPH. g. That the public measure or office was 

10 not authorized or required by state law to appear on the 

11 ballot at the election being contested. 
12 Sec. 48. NEW SECTION. 62.5A STATEMENT OF INTENT TO 

13 CONTEST. 
14 1. Within twenty days after the board of supervisors 
15 declares a winner from the canvass of an election, the 

16 contestant shall file with the commissioner a written 

17 statement of intention to contest the election. If a recount 
18 is held for the office in question, and the recount board 

19 finds that the winner was someone other than the person 
20 declared at the original canvass of votes, a contest may be 
21 filed within twenty days after the board of supervisors 
22 declares a winner from the recount of votes. 
23 2. The contestant's statement shall include the following: 

24 a. The name of the contestant and that the contestant is 

25 qualified to hold such office. 

26 b. The name of the incumbent. 
27 c. The office contested. 

28 d. The date of the election. 
29 e. The particular causes of the contest pursuant to 
30 section 57.1, subsection 2. If a cause of the contest is an 

31 allegation that illegal votes were received or that legal 

32 votes were rejected, a statement shall be included setting 

33 forth the names of the persons who are alleged to have voted 

34 illegally or whose votes were rejected and the precinct where 

35 they voted or offered to vote. 
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1 f. The affidavit of the contestant, or some elector of the 
2 county, affirming the causes set forth are true. 

3 Sec. 49. Section 69.2, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

4 follows: 

5 69.2 WHAT CONSTITUTES VACANCY. 

6 1. Every civil office shall be vacant if any of the 

7 following events occur: 
8 %. a. A failure to elect at the proper election, or to 
9 appoint within the time fixed by law, unless the incumbent 

10 holds over. 
11 ~. b. A failure of the incumbent or holdover officer to 

12 qualify within the time prescribed by law. 

13 3. c. The incumbent ceasing to be a resident of the state, 

14 district, county, township, city, or ward by or for which the 

15 incumbent was elected or appointed, or in which the duties of 
16 the office are to be exercised. This subsection shall not 
17 apply to appointed city officers. 
18 4. d. The resignation or death of the incumbent, or of the 
19 officer-elect before qualifying. 
20 5. e. The removal of the incumbent from, or forfeiture of, 

21 the office, or the decision of a competent tribunal declaring 

22 the office vacant. 
23 6. f. The conviction of the incumbent of a felony, an 
24 aggravated misdemeanor, or of any public offense involving the 
25 violation of the incumbent's oath of office. 
26 T. ~ The board of supervisors declares a vacancy in an 

27 elected county office upon finding that the county officer has 

28 been physically absent from the county for sixty consecutive 

29 days except in the case of a medical emergency; temporary 

30 active military duty; or temporary service with another 

31 government service, agency, or department. 

32 8. h. The incumbent simultaneously holdin9 more than one 

33 elective office at the same level of government. This 

34 subsection does not apply to the following offices: county 

35 agricultural extension council, soil and water conservation 
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1 district commission, or regional library board of trustees. 

2 9. i. An incumbent statewide elected official or member of 

3 the general assembly simultaneously holding more than one 

4 elective office. 

5 2. If the status of an officeholder is in question, the 

6 entity or officer responsible for making an appointment to 

7 fill the vacancy shall decide whether a vacancy exists. 
8 appointing entity or officer may act upon its own motion. 

9 a petition signed by twenty-five registered voters of the 

The 
If 

10 jurisdiction is received, the appointing entity or officer 

11 shall convene within thirty days to consider whether a vacancy 
12 exists. The appointing entity or officer shall publish notice 

13 that a public hearing will be held to determine whether a 

14 vacancy exists. The notice shall include the time and place 
15 of the hearing and the name of the office and the officeholder 
16 whose status is in question. The public hearing shall be held 
17 not less than four nor more than fourteen days after 
18 publication of the notice. The officer whose status is in 
19 question shall be notified of the time and place of the 
20 hearing_ Notice shall be sent by certified mail and must be 

21 postmarked at least fourteen days before the hearing. No 

22 later than seven days after the public hearing, the appointing 

23 entity or officer shall publish its decision. If the 
24 appointing entity or officer decides that the office is 
25 vacant, the publication shall state the date the vacancy 
26 occurred and what action will be taken to fill the vacancy. 

27 3. The officer against whom the judgment was rendered may 

28 appeal to the district court no later than twenty days after 

29 official publication of the decision. However, the appeal 

30 will not supersede the execution of the judgment of the 

31 appointing entity or officer, unless the party gives a bond, 

32 with security to be approved by the district judge in a sum to 

33 be fixed by the judge. The amount of the bond shall be at 
34 least double the probable compensation of such officer for six 

35 months, which bond shall be conditioned that the officer will 
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I prosecute the appeal without delay, and that, if the judgment 

2 appealed from is affirmed, the party will pay over to the 

3 successful party all compensation received by the party while 
4 in possession of the office after the judgment appealed from 

5 was rendered. The court shall hear the appeal in equity and 

6 determine anew all questions arising in the case. 
7 4. If, upon appeal, the judgment is affirmed, the district 

8 court may render judgment upon the bond for the amount of 

9 damages awarded against the appellant and the sureties on the 

10 bond. 

11 Sec. 50. Section 69.12, sUbsection 1, paragraph a, Code 
12 1999, is amended to read as follows: 
13 a. A vacancy shall be filled at the next pending election 
14 if it occurs: 

15 (1) Seventy-four or more days pr±er-te before the 

16 election, if it is a general er-pr±mary election. 

17 (2) Fifty-two or more days pr±er-~o before the electionL 

18 if it is a regularly scheduled or special city election. 
19 However, for those cities which may be required to hold a 
20 primary election, the vacancy shall be filled at the next 
21 pending election if it occurs seventy-three or more days 
22 before a regularly scheduled or special city election. 

23 (3) Forty-five or more days pr±er-te before the election, 
24 if it is a regularly scheduled school election. 

25 (4) Forty or more days pr~er-~e before the election, if it 

26 is a special election. 

27 Sec. 51. Section 69.12, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code 
28 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

29 b. Nomination papers on behalf of candidates for a vacant 

30 office to be filled pursuant to paragraph "a" of this 

31 subsection shall be filed, in the form and manner prescribed 

32 by applicable law, by five o~eieek p.m. on: 

33 (1) The final filing date for candidates filing with the 

34 state commissioner or commissioner, as the case may be, for a 

35 general er-primary election. 
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1 (2) The rer~y-seyeft~h-eay-prier-~e candidate filing 

2 deadline specified in section 376.4 for regularly scheduled or 

3 special city election. 

4 (3) The fortieth day pr~er-~e before a regularly scheduled 

5 school election. 

6 (4) The twenty-fifth day pr~er-~e before a special 

7 election. 

8 Sec. 52. Section 69.l4A, Code 1999, is amended by adding 

9 the following new subsection: 

10 NEW SUBSECTION. 4. Notwithstanding subsections land 2, 

11 if a nomination has been made at the primary election for an 

12 office in which a vacancy has been filled by appointment, the 

13 office shall be filled at the next general election, and not 

14 at any special election in the same political subdivision. 

15 Sec. 53. Section 176A.8, subsection 4, Code 1999, is 

16 amended by striking the subsection. 

17 Sec. 54. Section 256.63, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 

18 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

19 The votes cast in the election shall be canvassed and 

20 abstracts of the votes cast shall be promptly certified by the 

21 commissioner to the commissioner of elections who is 

22 responsible under section 47.2 for conducting elections for 

23 that regional library board district. In each county whose 

24 commissioner of elections is responsible under section 47.2 

25 for conducting elections held for a regional library board 

26 district, the county board of supervisors shall convene at 

27 nine a.m. on the third Monday or Tuesday in November, canvass 

28 the abstracts of votes cast and declare the results of the 

29 voting. The commissioner shall at once issue certificates of 

30 election to each person declared elected. 

31 Sec. 55. Section 256.64, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

32 follows: 

33 256.64 TERMS. 

34 Regional library trustees shall take office on the first 

35 day of January following the general election and shall serve 
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1 terms of four years. A vacancy shall be· filled wheft-i~-oeett~S 

2 fto~-tess-~~a"-"i"e~y-days-be£ore-~he-ftex~-~efterai-e%ee~ioft by 
3 appointment by the regional board for the unexpired term. No 

4 trustee shall serve on a local library board or be employed by 

5 a library during the trustee's term of office as a regional 

6 library trustee. 

7 Sec. 56. Section 275.12, subsections 3 and 4, Code 1999, 
8 are amended to read as follows: 
9 3. If the petition proposes the division of the school 

10 district into director districts, the boundaries of the 
11 proposed director districts shall ~ be deseribed-±ft-~~e 

12 pe~i~ioft-aftd-shai%-be drawn until the question is approved by 

13 the voters. If the question is approved by the voters, the 
14 directors of the new school district shall draw the boundaries 
15 of the director districts according to the standards described 
16 in section 275.23A, subsection 1. Following adoption by the 
17 school board, the plan shall be submitted to the state 
18 commissioner of elections for approval. 

19 4. The area education agency board in reviewing the 

20 petition as provided in sections 275.15 and 275.16 shall 

21 review the proposed method of election of school directors and 
22 may change or amend the plan in any manner, including ~~e 

23 e~aft~ift~-o£-bottftdaries-o£-diree~or-dis~rie~s-i£-proposedT-or 
24 to specify a different method of electing school directors as 
25 may be required by law, justice, equity, and the interest of 
26 the people. In the action, the area education agency board 

27 shall follow the same procedure as is required by sections 

28 275.15 and 275.16 for other action on the petition by the area 

29 education agency board. ~~e-area-edttea~io"-a~eftey-shalt 

30 aseer~aift-~ha~-diree~or-diserie~-bottftdary-%iftes-eomply-wi~h 

31 t~e-provisiofts-o£-seetio"-~75.~3AT-Sttbseet±Oft-tT-aftd-shall 

32 make-ad;ttstme"ts-as-fteeessa~y. 
33 Sec. 57. Section 275.25, subsection 1, unnumbered 

34 paragraph 1, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

35 If the proposition to establish a new school district 
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1 carries under the method provided in this chapter, the area 

2 education agency administrator with whom the petition was 

3 filed shall give written notice of a proposed date for a 

4 special election for directors of the newly formed school 

5 district to the commissioner of elections of the county in the 

6 district involved in the reorganization which has the greatest 

7 taxable base. The proposed date shall be as soon as possible 

8 pursuant to sections 39.2, subsections I and 2, and 47.6, 
9 subsections 1 and 2, but not later than the third Tuesday in 

10 January of the calendar year in which the reorganization takes 

11 effect. The election shall be conducted as provided in 

12 section 277.3, and nomination petitions shall be filed 

13 pursuant to section 277.4, except as otherwise provided in 

14 this subsection. Nomination petitions shall be filed with the 
15 secretary of the board of the existing school district in 
16 which the candidate resides,-si9fted-by-fte~-%ess-~haft-~eft 
17 e%i9ib%e-e%ee~ers-e£-~ne-ftew%y-£ermed-dis~rie~,-aftd-£i%ed not 
18 less than twenty-eight days before the date set for the 

19 special school election. The sehee% secretary of the board, 
20 or the secretary's designee, shall be present in the 

21 secretary's office until five p.m. on the final day to file 

22 the nomination papers. The nomination papers shall be 
23 delivered to the commissioner no later than five p.m. on the 
24 twenty-seventh day before the election. 

25 Sec. 58. Section 275.35, Code 1999, is amended to read as 
26 follows: 

27 275.35 CHANGE OF METHOD OF ELECTIONS. 

28 Any existing or hereafter created or enlarged school 

29 district may change the number of directors to either five or 

30 seven and may also change its method of election of school 
31 directors to any method authorized by section 275.12 by 

32 submission of a proposal, stating the proposed new method of 
33 election aftd-deser±bift9-~he-be~ftdaries-e£-~he-preposed 

34 diree~or-distrie~s-i£-afty, by the school board of such 

35 district to the electors at any regular or special school 
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1 election. The school board shall notify the county 

2 commissioner of elections who shall publish notice of the 
3 election in the manner provided in section 49.53. The 

4 election shall be conducted pursuant to chapters 39 to 53 by 
5 the county commissioner of elections. Such proposal shall be 

6 adopted if it is approved by a majority of the votes cast on 

7 the proposition. 
8 If the proposal adopted by the voters requires the 

9 establishment of or change in director district boundaries, 

10 the school board shall draw the necessary boundaries within 

11 forty days after the date of the election. The boundaries 
12 shall be drawn according to the requirements of section 
13 275.23A. Following adoption by the school board, the plan 
14 shall be submitted to the state commissioner of elections for 

15 approval. 
16 Sec. 59. Section 275.36, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

17 follows: 
18 275.36 SUBMISSION OF CHANGE TO ELECTORS. 
19 If a petition for a change in the number of directors or in 
20 the method of election of school directors7-deser~b±ft9-~he 
21 boundar±es-o£-the-proposed-d±ree~or-distriets,-±£-any,-si9ned 
22 by-e%i9±b%e-e%ee~ors-o£-the-sehoo%-distr±et-e~ua%-±n-number-to 

23 at-%east-thir~y-pereent-o£-~hose-who-voted-in-the-last 

24 previous-annual-sehool-e%ee~±on-in-the-sehoo%-dis~rie~,-but 

25 not-%ess-than-one-hundred-persons,-and-aeeompanied-by 

26 a££idavi~-as-re~ttired-by-see~ion-%75.i3-be is filed with the 

27 school board of a school district,-ftot-eariier-than-six-months 
28 and-not-ia~er-~han-sixty-seven-days-be£ore-a-re9tt%ar-Or 

29 speeial-sehooi-eiee~±on pursuant to the requirements of 

30 section 278.2, the school board shall submit such proposition 

31 to the voters at the regular school election or a special 

32 election held not later than February 1. The petition shall 

33 be accompanied by an affidavit as required by section 278.13. 

34 If a proposition for a change in the number of directors or in 

35 the method of election of school directors submitted to the 
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1 voters under this section is rejected, it shall not be 

2 resubmitted to the voters of the district in substantially the 

3 same form within the next three years; if it is approved, no 
4 other proposal may 

5 under this section 

6 If the proposal 

7 establishment of or 

8 pursuant to section 

be submitted to the voters of the district 

within the next six years. 

adopted by the voters requires the 

a change in director district boundaries 

275.12, subsection 2, paragraph "b", "c", 
9 "dH, or He", the school board shall draw the necessary 

10 boundaries within forty days after the date of the election. 
11 The boundaries shall be drawn according to the requirements of 
12 section 275.23A. Following adoption by the school board, the 
13 plan shall be submitted to the state commissioner of elections 

14 for approval. The new boundaries shall become effective on 
15 July 1 following approval. 

16 Sec. 60. Section 275.37, Code 1999, is amended to read as 
17 follows: 

18 275.37 INCREASE IN NUMBER OF DIRECTORS. 
19 At the next succeeding annual school election in a district 
20 where the number of directors has been increased from five to 
21 seven, and directors are elected at large, there shall be 
22 elected a director to succeed each incumbent director whose 

23 term is expiring in that year, and two additional directors. 

24 Upon organizing as required by section 279.1, the newly 

25 elected director who received the fewest votes in the election 

26 shall be assigned a term of either one year or two years if 
27 necessary in order that as nearly as possible one-third of the 
28 members of the board shall be elected each year. If some or 
29 all directors are elected from director districts, the board 

30 shall assign terms appropriate for the method of election used 

31 by the district. 

32 Sec. 61. NEW SECTION. 275.37A DECREASE IN NUMBER OF 

33 DIRECTORS. 

34 1. A change from seven to five directors shall be effected 

35 in a district at the first regular school election after 
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1 authorization by the voters in the following manner: 

2 a. If at the first election in the district there are 

3 three terms expiring, one director shall be elected. At the 

4 second election in that district, if two terms are expiring, 

5 two directors shall be elected. At the third election in that 

6 district, if there are two terms expiring, two directors shall 

7 be elected. 

8 b. If at the first election there are two terms expiring, 

9 no directors shall be elected. At the second election in that 

10 district, if two terms are expiring, two directors shall be 

11 elected. At the third election in that district, if there are 

12 three terms expiring, three directors shall be elected, two 

13 for three years and one for one year. The newly elected 

14 director who received the fewest votes in the election shall 

15 be assigned a term of one year. 

16 c. If at the first election there are two terms expiring, 

17 no directors shall be elected. At the second election in that 

18 district, if three terms are expiring, three directors shall 

19 be elected, two for three years and one for two years. The 

20 newly elected director who received the fewest votes in the 

21 election shall be assigned a term of two years. At the third 

22 election in that district, if there are two terms expiring, 

23 two directors shall be elected. 

24 2. If some or all of the directors are elected from 

25 director districts, the board shall devise a plan to reduce 

26 the number of members so that as nearly as possible one-third 

27 of the members of the board shall be elected each year and so 

28 that each district will be continuously represented. 

29 Sec. 62. Section 275.55, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

30 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

31 The board of the school district shall call a special 

32 election to be held not later than forty days following the 

33 date of the final hearing on the dissolution proposal. The 

34 special election may be held at the same time as the regular 

35 school election. The proposition submitted to the voters 
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1 residing in the school district at the special election shall 

2 describe each separate area to be attached to a contiguous 

3 school district and shall name the school district to which it 

4 will be attached. In addition to the description, a map may 

5 be included in the summary of the question on the ballot. 

6 Sec. 63. NEW SECTION. 275.57 CHANGING DIRECTOR DISTRICT 

7 BOUNDARIES FOLLOWING DISSOLUTION. 

8 1. If a school district accepting attachments of a 
9 dissolved district is currently divided into director 

10 districts as provided in section 275.12, subsection 2, 
11 paragraph "b", "c", "d", or "en, the board of directors of the 

12 district shall draft a proposal to incorporate the newly 

13 received territory into existing contiguous director 
14 districts. If the attached territory is contiguous to more 
15 than one director district, the board may divide the territory 
16 and attach it to more than one director district. If 
17 necessary to comply with the population equality standards 

18 prescribed in section 275.23A, the board shall redraw the 
19 boundaries of all director districts according to the 

20 standards provided in section 275.23A r subsection 1, 

21 paragraphs "a", "c", and "d". 
22 2. A public hearing on the proposed changes to director 
23 districts shall be held no later than May 15 following the 
24 dissolution. Not less than ten nor more than twenty days 
25 before the public hearing r the board shall publish notice of 
26 the time and place of the hearing. 

27 3. The final plan for the assignment of attached lands and 

28 any other boundary changes made shall be adopted by resolution 

29 of the board. The resolution shall contain a legal 

30 description of the new director district boundaries and a map 
31 of the director district boundaries changed by the resolution. 

32 A copy of the resolution shall be filed with the county 

33 commissioners of elections of each county in which a portion 

34 of the school district is located. The resolution shall also 

35 be filed with the state commissioner of elections not later 

-33-



------------

S.F. H.F. 

1 than June 15. The boundary changes shall take effect upon 

2 approval by the sate commissioner of elections for the next 

3 regular school election, but not later than July 1. 
4 Sec. 64. Section 277.4, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1999, 

5 is amended to read as follows: 

6 Each candidate shall be nominated by petition. If the 

7 candidate is running for a seat in the district which is voted 

8 for at-large, the petition must be signed by at least ten 

9 eligible electors, or a number of eligible electors equal in 

10 number to not less than one percent of the registerea number 
11 of voters of the school district who cast ballots at the last 
12 regular school election, whichever is more. If the candidate 
13 is running for a seat which is voted for only by the voters of 
14 a director district, the petition must be signed by at least 

15 ten eligible electors of the director district or a number of 
16 eligible electors equal in number to not less than one percent 

17 of the registerea number of voters ift of the director district 

18 who cast ballots at the last regular school election, 
19 whichever is more. A petition filed under this section shall 
20 be in the form required by sections 45.5 and 45.6, but shall 
21 not be required to have more than one hundred signatures. 
22 Sec. 65. Section 277.23, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 

23 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

24 A change from five to seven directors shall be effected in 

25 a district at the first regular election after authorization 

26 by the voters or when a district becomes wholly or in part 

27 within a city of fifteen thousand population or more in the 
28 roiiowin9 manner~--Yr-the-term-or-ofte-direetor-or-the-rive-

29 memher-boara-ex~ires-at-the-time-or-saia-re9ttiar-eleetioft, 

30 three-oireetors-shaii-he-eieeteo-to-serve-ttntii-the-thiro 

31 regttiar-eieetion-therearter;-ir-the-terms-or-two-aireetors 

32 ex~±re-at-the-time-o£-sa±d-reg~iar-eieet±on,-three-direetors 

33 shaii-he-eieetea-to-serve-ttfttii-tne-tniro-reg~lar-eleet±on 

34 therearter-ano-one-direetor-snali-he-eieeted-to-serve-a-term 

35 the-ex~iration-or-whieh-eo±fteioes-with-the-expir8tioft-or-the 
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1 eerm-o£-ehe-diree~or-here~o£ore-siftg~y-e~ee~ed described in 
2 section 275.37. 

3 Sec. 66. Section 278.1, subsection 8, Code 1999, is 
4 amended to read as follows: 

5 8. Authorize a change in the method of conducting 

6 elections or in the number of directors as provided in 

7 sections 275.35 and 275.36. If a proposition submitted to the 

8 voters under this subsection or subsection 7 is rejected, it 

9 may not be resubmitted to the voters of the district in 

10 substantially the same form within the next three years; if it 
11 is approved, no other proposal may be submitted to the voters 
12 of the district under this subsection or subsection 7 within 
13 the next six years. The establishment or abandonment of 
14 director districts or a change in the boundaries of director 

15 districts shall be implemented as prescribed in section 

16 275.37. 

17 Sec. 67. Section 279.6, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1999, 
18 is amended to read as follows: 
19 However, A vacancy shall be filled at the next regular 
20 school election if a member of a school board resigns from the 
21 board prior-~e-ene-eime-£er-£i~ift9-ftomiftaeieft-papers-£er 
22 o£fiee-as-a-sehoo~-board-mem~er,-as-providea-ift-seeeioft-i~~T47 
23 not later than forty-five days before the election and the 

24 notice of resignation specifies ift-ehe-resigftaeioft-enae-ehe 

25 resi9ftaeieft-wiii-be !a effective oft-ene date at the beginning 
26 of the next term of office for elective school officials 
27 be9ifts,-ene. The president of the board shall declare the 
28 office vacant as of eha~ the date aftd-ftomifta~ioft of the next 
29 organizational meeting. Nomination papers shall be received 

30 for the unexpired term of the resigning member. The person 

31 elected at the next regular school election to fill the 

32 vacancy shall take office at the same time and place as the 

33 other elected school board members. 

34 Sec. 68. Section 296.3, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

35 follows: 
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1 296.3 ELECTION CALLED. 

2 fhe Within ten days of receipt of a petition filed under 

3 section 296.2, the president of the board of directors,-withift 

4 teft-d8ys-o£-reeei~t-o£-a-~etitioft-ttftder-seetioft-%96.~, shall 

5 call a meeting of the board whieh-snaii. The meeting shall be 

6 held within thirty days after the petition was received. At 
7 the meeting, the board shall call the election, fixing the 

8 time of the election, which may be at the time and place of 
9 holding the regular school election,-~ftiess. However, if the 

10 board determines by unanimous vote that the proposition or 
11 propositions requested by a petition to be submitted at an 

12 election are grossly unrealistic or contrary to the needs of 

13 the school district, no election shall be called. If more 

14 than one petition has been received by the time the board 
15 meets to consider the petition triggering the meeting, the 
16 board shall act upon the petitions in the order they were 
17 received at the meeting called to consider the initial 
18 petition. The decision of the board may be appealed to the 

19 state board of education as provided in chapter 290. The 

20 president shall notify the county commissioner of elections of 
21 the time of the election. 

22 Sec. 69. Section 331.207, subsection 2, Code 1999, is 
23 amended to read as follows: 

24 2. The petition shall be filed with the attditer county 
25 commissioner by ~aftttary ~ 1 of a-~efter81-eieetieft an odd-
26 numbered year, SUbject to subsection 5. The special election 

27 shall be held at-least-ofte-httftdred-days-be£ore-tne-~r±mary 

28 e%ee~±oft within sixty days after the day the petition was 

29 received. Notice of the special election shall be published 

30 once each week for three successive weeks in an official 

31 newspaper of the county, shall state the representation plans 

32 to be submitted to the electors, and shall state the date of 

33 the special election which shall be held not less than five 

34 nor more than twenty days from the date of last publication. 

35 Sec. 70. Section 331.207, Code 1999, is amended by adding 
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1 the following new subsection: 

2 NEW SUBSECTION. 4A. If the plan adopted by a plurality of 

3 the ballots cast in the special election represents a change 

4 from plan "one" to plan "two" or "three", or from plan "two" 

5 to plan "three", as each plan is defined in section 331.206, 

6 the temporary county redistricting commission shall divide the 

7 county into districts as provided in sections 331.209 and 

8 331.210. The plan shall be completed not later than September 

9 15 following the special election and shall be submitted to 

10 the state commissioner of elections. The plan shall become 

11 effective January 1. 

12 Sec. 71. Section 331.651, subsection 1, unnumbered 

13 paragraph 1, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

14 The office of sheriff is an elective office exeep~-~ha~~ 
15 However, if a vacancy occurs in the office, the first deputy 

16 shall assume the office after qualifying as provided in this 

17 section aftc. The first deputy shall hold the office until a 

18 successor is appointed or elected to the unexpired term as 

19 provided in chapter 69. If a sheriff is suspended from 

20 office, the district court may appoint a sheriff until a 

21 temporary appointment is made by the board as provided in 

22 section 66.19. 

23 Sec. 72. Section 336.2, unnumbered paragraphs 3, 4, and 5, 

24 Code 1999, are amended to read as follows: 

25 The board of supervisors of each county containing area 

26 within the proposed district shall submit the prepo~~~~Oft 

27 guestion to the registered voters within their respective 

28 counties at afty the next general or-pr~mary election pro~~ced 

29 sa~d-e%ee~~oft-oeetlrs. The petition shall be filed not less 

30 than £or~y eighty-two days a£~er-~he-£~%~ftg-e£-~he-~e~~~~oft 

31 before the election. 

32 A county library district shall be established, if a 

33 majority of the electors voting on the propos~~~Oft question 

34 and residing outside of cities maintaining a free public 

35 library favor it. 
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1 The result of the election within cities maintaining a free 

2 public library shall be considered separately, and no city 

3 shall be included within the county library district unless a 
4 majority of its electors, voting on the ~roposit±on question, 
5 favor its inclusion. In such cases the boundaries of an 

6 established district may vary from those of the proposed 

7 district. 
8 Sec. 73. Section 336.16, unnumbered paragraph 4, Code 

9 1999, is amended to read as follows: 
10 A county library district may be terminated if a majority 
11 of the electors of the unincorporated area of the county and 
12 the cities included in the county library district voting on 
13 the issue favor the termination. The election shall be held 
14 upon motion of the board of supervisors and simultaneously 

15 with a primary, general, or other county election. If the 

16 vote favors termination, the termination shall be effective on 

17 the succeeding July 1. 
18 Sec. 74. Section 336.18, SUbsection 2, Code 1999, is 
19 amended to read as follows: 
20 2. a. Contracts shall provide for the amount to be 
21 contributed. They may, by mutual consent of the contracting 
22 parties, be terminated at any time. They may also be 

23 terminated by a majority of the voters represented by either 

24 of the contracting parties, voting on a-~roposieion the 

25 guestion to terminate which shall be submitted by the 

26 governing body upon a written petition of qualified voters in 
27 a number not less than five percent of those who voted in the 

28 area for president of the United States or governor at the 

29 last general election. 

30 b. The propos±eion question may be submitted at any 

31 election provided by law which covers the area of the unit 

32 seeking to terminate the contract. The petition shall be 

33 presented to the governing body not less than forty ten days 

34 before the last day candidates may file nomination petitions 
35 for the election at which the question is to be submitted. 
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1 Sec. 75. Section 336.18, subsection 4, paragraphs a, b, 

2 and c, Code 1999, are amended to read as follows: 

3 a. Qualified electors of that part of any county outside 
4 of cities in a number of not less than twenty-five percent of 

5 those in the area who voted for president of the United States 

6 or governor at the last general election may petition the 

7 board of supervisors to submit the propos~~~Oft question of 

8 requiring the board to provide library service for them and 

9 their area by contract as provided by this section. 
10 b. The board of supervisors shall submit the propos~~~Oft 
11 question to the voters of the county residing outside of 
12 cities at the next general election,-pr~mary-or-~efterai, 
13 proy~ded-~ha~-~he-pet~t~oft-h8S-~eeft. The petition shall be 
14 filed not less than £or~y ten days pr~or-~o-the-da~e-o£ before 

15 the last day candidates may file nomination petitions for the 

16 election at which the question is to be submitted. 
17 c. If a majority of those voting upon the propos~t~Oft 
18 question favors it, the board of supervisors shall within 
19 thirty days appoint a board of library trustees from residents 
20 of the petitioning area. Vacancies shall be filled by the 
21 board. 
22 Sec. 76. Section 346.27, subsection 10, Code 1999, is 

23 amended to read as follows: 

24 10. After the incorporation of an authority, and before 

25 the sale of any issue of revenue bonds, except refunding 
26 bonds, the authority shall stt~m~~-~ft-a-s~n~ie-eottfttyw~de call 
27 an election to the-re~~stered-yo~ers-o£-~he-e~~y-aftd-eottnty, 
28 a~-a-gefterai,-pr~mary,-or-spee~ai-e%ee~~oft-eaiied-£or-tha~ 

29 pttrpose, decide the question of whether aft the authority shall 

30 issue and sell revenue bonds,-s~a~~ft9. The ballot shall state 

31 the amount,-£or-afty of the bonds and the purposes for which ~~ 

32 the authority is incorporated. Registered voters of the city 

33 and the unincorporated area of the county shall be entitled to 

34 vote on the question. The question may be submitted at a 
35 qeneral election or at a special election. An affirmative 
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1 vote of a majority of the votes cast on the ~roposit±oft 

2 guestion is required to authorize the issuance and sale of 

3 revenue bonds. 

4 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. A In addition to the notice required by 

5 section 49.53, a notice of the election shall be published 

6 once each week for at least two weeks in some newspaper 
7 published in the county stating the date of the election, the 

8 hours the polls will be open, and a copy of the question. ~he 

9 ftotiee-shall-ftame-the-t±me-wheft-the-q~est±oft-shall-be 

10 Sttbmitted,-aftd-a-eopy-or-the-qttestioft-to-be-sttbmitted-shall-be 

11 pested-at-eaeh-poll±ft~-plaee-dHrift~-the-day-of-eleetioft~ The 

12 authority shall call this election with the concurrence of 

13 both incorporating units,-aftd-it-snall-establish-the-votift9 
14 pree±ftets-aftd-~ollift~-plaeeS7-aftd-a~po±ftt-the-eleetieft-jHd~es, 

15 sftd-ift-so-deift9-Stteh-eleetioft-preeedHres-shall-be. The 
16 election shall be conducted by the commissioner in accordance 
17 with the provisions of chapters 49 and 50. 

18 Sec. 77. Section 346.27, subsection 25, Code 1999, is 

19 amended to read as follows: 

20 25. When all bonds issued by an authority have been 
21 retired, the authority may convey the title to the property 
22 owned by the authority to the incorporating units in 
23 accordance with the provisions thereror contained in the 
24 articles of incorporation,-or,-ir-ftofte,. If no articles of 

25 incorporation exist, the conveyance may be made in accordance 

26 with any agreement adopted by the respective governing bodies 

27 of the incorporating units, and the authority. 

28 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. The propositioft question of whether a 

29 conveyance shall be made shall be submitted to the le~al 

30 registered voters of the city and the unincorporated area of 

31 the county,-Htilizift~-ehe-eleetion-proeedHres-provided-ror 

32 bond-issHeS,-aftd-aft. An affirmative vote equal to at least a 

33 majority of the total votes cast on the proposieioft question 

34 shall be required to authorize the conveyance. If the 

35 propositioft question does not carry, the authority shall 

-40-



S.F. ________ H.F. 

1 continue to operate, maintain, and manage the building under a 

2 lease arrangement with the incorporating units. 

3 Sec. 78. Section 372.9, subsection 2, Code 1999, is 

4 amended to read as follows: 

5 2. When a charter is filed, the council and mayor shall 

6 notify the county commissioner of elections to publish notice 

7 containing the full text of the proposed home rule charter, a 
8 description of any other form of government being presented to 

9 the voters, and the date of the election, and to conduct the 
10 election. The notice shall be published at least twice in the 

11 manner provided in section 362.3, except that the publications 

12 must occur within sixty days of the filing of the home rule 

13 charter, with a two-week interval between each publication. 
14 The council shall provide copies of a proposed charter for 
15 public distribution by the city clerk. 
16 Sec. 79. Section 372.13, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code 

17 1999, is amended to read as follows: 
18 b. By a special election held to fill the office for the 

19 remaining balance of the unexpired term. If the council opts 

20 for a special election or a valid petition is filed under 

21 paragraph "a", the special election may be held concurrently 
22 with any pending election as provided by section 69.12 if by 
23 so doing the vacancy will be filled not more than ninety days 
24 after it occurs. Otherwise, a special election to fill the 
25 office shall be called at the earliest practicable date. If 

26 there are concurrent vacancies on the council and the 

27 rema1nlng council members do not constitute a quorum of the 

28 full membership, a special election shall be called at the 

29 earliest practicable date. The council shall give the county 

30 commissioner at least sixty days' written notice of the date 
31 chosen for the special election. The council of a city where 

32 a primary election may be required shall give the county 

33 commissioner at least eighty-five days' written notice of the 

34 date chosen for the special election. A special election held 

35 under this subsection is subject to sections 376.4 through 
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1 376.11, but the dates for actions in relation to the special 

2 election shall be calculated with regard to the date for which 

3 the special election is called. 
4 Sec. 80. Section 376.2, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1999, 

5 is amended to read as follows: 
6 Except as otherwise provided by state law or the city 

7 charter, terms for elective offices are two years. However, 

8 the term of an elective office may be changed to two or four 

9 years by petition and election. upon receipt of a valid 
10 petition as defined in section 362.4, requesting that the term 
11 of an elective office be changed, the council shall submit the 
12 question at a special city election to be held within sixty 
13 days after the petition is received. The special election 

14 shall be held more than ninety days before the regular city 

15 election if the change shall go into effect at the next 

16 regular city election. If a majority of the persons voting at 

17 the special election approves the changed term, it becomes 
18 effective at the beginning of the term following the next 

19 regular city election. If a majority does not approve the 
20 changed term, the council shall not submit the same proposal 
21 to the voters within the next four years. 
22 Sec. 81. Section 376.6, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1999, 

23 is amended to read as follows: 

24 Each city clerk shall certify to the commissioner of 

25 elections responsible under section 47.2 for conducting 
26 elections for that city the type of nomination process to be 
27 used for the city no later than seventy-seven ninety days 

28 before the date of the regular city election. If the city has 

29 by ordinance chosen a runoff election or has chosen to have 

30 nominations made in the manner provided by chapter 44 or 45, 

31 or has repealed nomination provisions under those sections in 

32 preference for the primary election method, a copy of the city 

33 ordinance shall be attached. No changes in the method of 

34 nomination to be used in a city shall be made after the clerk 

35 has filed the certification with the commissioner, unless the 
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1 change will not take effect until after the next regular city 
2 election. 

3 Sec. 82. Section 422A.l, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code 

4 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

5 A city or county shall impose a hotel and motel tax or 

6 increase the tax rate, only after an election at which a 

7 majority of those voting on the question favors imposition or 

8 increase. However, a hotel and motel tax shall not be 

9 repealed or reduced in rate if obligations are outstanding 
10 which are payable as provided in section 422A.2, unless funds 
11 sufficient to pay the principal, interest, and premium, if 
12 any, on the outstanding obligations at and prior to maturity 
13 have been properly set aside and pledged for that purpose. 

14 The election shall be held at the time of ~ha~-ei~y~s the 

15 regular city election or the county's general election or at 

16 the time of a special election. 

17 Sec. 83. Sections 62.5 and 62.8, Code 1999, are repealed. 
18 EXPLANATION 
19 Code section 39.2 is amended to prohibit holding other 
20 elections at the same time as a city primary or runoff 
21 elections. 

22 Code section 39.3 is amended to add to the definition of 

23 "school election" any special elections held for school 

24 district purposes. 

25 New Code section 39.5 authorizes the commissioner to 
26 conduct only elections that are required or allowed by state 
27 statute, thereby ruling out straw polls, public opinion poll~, 
28 nonbinding referenda, and other unauthorized elections from 

29 being conducted as official elections. 

30 Code section 39.26 is amended to require all candidates for 

31 public office to be eligible electors at the time of election. 

32 Code section 39.27 is amended to require all elected 

33 officials, except members of the general assembly, United 

34 States senators, and United States representatives, to be 
35 eligible electors and residents of the jurisdiction they are 
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1 elected to represent. 

2 Code sections 43.14 and 43.15 are amended to remove from 

3 the Code archaic and repetitive language currently required to 

4 appear on nomination petitions and provides that the state 

5 commissioner shall prescribe the form for the petition, 

6 listing the information that must be included. Standards for 
7 evaluating nomination papers are also expanded to incorporate 
8 current practices in the state commissioner's office. 

9 Code section 43.27 is amended to permit the county 
10 commissioner of elections to code ballots by color for the 

11 primary election. 

12 Code section 43.45 is amended to provide canvass procedures 

13 for each type of voting system in use in the state. 
14 Code section 43.48 is amended to add voting system 
15 printouts to the information required to be available to the 
16 public during the time period between the primary election and 
17 the county canvass of votes. 

18 Code section 44.4 is amended to conform this section to 

19 other filing deadlines for the same election. 

20 Code sections 45.5 and 45.6 are amended to provide specific 

21 requirements for the form of nomination petitions and 
22 standards for their review and rejection. These are similar 
23 to the requirements of Code chapter 43 for primary elections. 
24 Code section 48A.9 is amended to change the voter 
25 registration deadline for the primary election from 10 days 

26 before the election to 11 days before the election. The 

27 section is also amended to permit moving the registration 

28 deadline to the next Monday following Thanksgiving. 

29 Code sections 48A.27 and 48A.29 are amended to require that 
30 voters show a form of identification to prove identity, rather 
31 than to prove residence. 

32 Code section 48A.28 is amended to specify that the form and 

33 language of a voter registration confirmation notice shall be 

34 prescribed by rule. 

35 Code section 49.30 is amended to allow separate ballots for 
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1 township offices in precincts using electronic voting systems. 

2 Code section 49.31 is amended to eliminate the requirement 

3 that the names of candidates for nonpartisan offices on the 

4 general election ballot be rotated. 

5 Code section 49.57 is amended to remove the size 
6 specifications for the voting target on paper ballots. 
7 Code section 49.64 is amended to remove the mathematical 

8 formula for calculating the number of ballots to be delivered 
9 to polling places for primary and general elections. The 

10 section is amended to permit the commissioner to make the 

11 decision based upon voter registration figures, previous 

12 turnout, the content of the ballot, and other local political 

13 conditions. 
14 Code section 49.70 is amended to change the title of the 
15 instructions posted in the polling places from "Card of 
16 Instructions" to "Instructions for voters". 
17 Code section 49.73 is amended to permit the commissioner to 

18 shorten voting hours for cities under 3,500 population and for 

19 the unincorporated areas voting on local option sales tax 
20 elections. The amendment to the section also provides that 

21 contiguous cities voting on a local option sales tax shall 
22 have the same hours. 
23 Code section 49.79 is amended to specify that a registered 
24 voter, rather than an elector, may challenge a voter as 

25 unqualified. 
26 Code section 49.81 changes the form of the notice issued to 

27 a challenged voter to provide for the fact that not all 

28 meetings of the special precinct board will convene at the 

29 same time. 
30 Code section 49.96 is amended to provide that if a voter 
31 marks a straight party or organization ticket and also marks 

32 the voting targets next to the names of one or more candidates 

33 of the same party or organization, only the votes cast 

34 separately for individual candidates shall be counted. 

35 Code section 50.11 is amended to provide for electronic 
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1 transmission of election results from the precinct to the 

2 courthouse. The amendment to the section also requires the 
3 state commissioner of elections to adopt rules and the board 

4 of examiners to approve the transmission devices. 

5 Code section 50.l2 is amended to explicitly state that 

6 sealed ballot packages may not be opened except for a recount, 

7 election contest, or to destroy the ballots. 

8 Code section 50.48 is amended to provide a method to 

9 calculate whether a bond is needed for offices to which more 
10 than one person is elected. The amendment also provides that 
11 all persons declared elected may appoint members of the 

12 recount board. 
13 Code section 50.49 is amended to provide a formula for 

14 recount bond calculations for public measure elections 

15 requiring 60 percent approval. 

16 Code section 50.50 is amended to add counting errors 
17 reported by the precinct election officials to the reasons for 
18 calling for an administrative recount. 
19 Code section 52.37 is amended to allow two couriers to pick 
20 up ballots for central county precincts. The two couriers 
21 must be of two different political parties. 
22 New Code section 52.41 is enacted to provide that all 

23 devices for the electronic transmission of election results 

24 submitted for examination after January 1, 2000, be approved 

25 by the state commissioner with the advice of the board of 
26 examiners for voting machines and electronic voting systems. 

27 Code section 53.8 is amended to require the inclusion of 
28 secrecy envelopes with absentee ballots delivered to voters 

29 unless the ballot can be folded to conceal all of the voter's 

30 marks. 

31 New Code section 53.10 is enacted to separate those Code 

32 provisions providing for absentee voting in the county 

33 commissioner's office from the provisions for satellite 

34 absentee voting in Code section 53.11. The new section 
35 prohibits electioneering within 30 feet of the courthouse 
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1 during absentee voting. This prohibition currently applies 

2 only to satellite absentee voting stations. The bill makes 
3 corresponding amendments to Code section 53.11. 

4 Code section 53.18 is amended to make a complete reference 

5 to the absentee and special voters precinct board. 

6 Code section 53.19 is amended to remove the requirement 

7 that a voter who requested, but did not receive, an absentee 

8 ballot sign an affidavit to that effect before being allowed 
9 to cast a special ballot. 

10 Code section 53.30 is amended to provide that the absentee 

11 and special voters precinct board must seal the ballots after 
12 counting, and specifies that all envelopes and other documents 
13 must be preserved. 

14 Code section 53.38 is amended to permit the federal 

15 postcard registration and absentee ballot request form to be 

16 used as a voter registration form in Iowa. Currently, members 
17 of the military and Iowa citizens who are overseas register to 
18 vote when they cast absentee ballots. This would permit the 
19 commissioner to add these voters to the registration roles 
20 before the election, if sufficient information was supplied on 
21 the federal postcard registration and absentee ballot request 
22 form. Military and overseas voters may request ballots for 

23 all elections held in a calendar year. 

24 Code section 53.40 is amended to require the commissioner 
25 of the overseas voter's residence to forward a copy of a 
26 voter's request for an absentee ballot to any other 
27 commissioner who may conduct an election in which the person 

28 is qualified to vote. 

29 Code section 57.1 is amended to add to the list of grounds 

30 for contesting an election that the question or office was not 

31 authorized or required by law to be voted upon at the election 

32 in question. 

33 Code sections 62.5 and 62.8, relating to the requirements 

34 for filing a statement to contest an election, are repealed 
35 and replaced with new Code section 62.5A. The new section 
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1 also provides that the deadline for contesting an election if 

2 a recount changes the result is 20 days after the winner of 

3 the recount is declared. 

4 Code section 69.2 is amended to provide a method for 

5 determining and declaring a vacancy in a local appointive or 

6 elective office. 

7 Code section 69.12 is amended to prohibit vacancies in 

8 office being filled at the primary election. Other provisions 

9 of the Code specify that partisan offices are filled at the 

10 general election or at special elections. The section is also 

11 amended to correct an internal reference in the Code relating 

12 to the candidate filing deadlines for city offices in cities 

13 with -a primary election. 

14 Code section 69.14A is amended to prohibit filling a 

15 vacancy in a county office at a special election held between 

16 the primary and the general election if a nomination to fill 

17 that office was made at the primary election. 

18 Code section l76A.8 is amended by striking the paragraph 

19 requiring agriculture extension councils to publish notice of 

20 the general election ballot at the councils' expense. 

21 Publication is statutorily required as part of the county 

22 commissioner of elections' duties. 

23 Code section 176A.8 is also amended to change the 

24 qualifications of signers of nomination petitions for 

25 candidates for agriculture extension councils in order to be 

26 uniform throughout the Code section. 

27 Code section 256.63 is amended to permit counties to 

28 canvass regional library board elections at regular meetings 

29 of the board of supervisors. 

30 Code section 256.64 is amended to remove a requirement that 

31 vacancies on regional library boards may only be filled by 

32 election if the vacancy occurs less than 90 days before the 

33 election. The amendment requires all vacancies to be filled 

34 by appointment. 

35 Code section 275.12 is amended to require that the director 
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1 district boundaries, if districts are drawn, of a newly formed 

2 or reorganized school district be drawn after the election 

3 making the changes. Current law provides that citizen 

4 petitioners may draw the director district boundaries. 

5 Code section 275.25 is amended to make the candidate 

6 nomination petition requirement of new school districts the 
7 same as for established school districts. 

8 Code sections 275.35 and 275.36 are amended to remove the 
9 question of approval of director district boundaries from the 

10 election or the question of whether a school district should 

11 change its method of electing directors. The amendment 

12 requires director or district boundaries be drawn or redrawn 

13 after the election approving the change in boundaries. The 
14 section is also amended to require approval of the new 
15 boundaries by the state commissioner. 
16 Code section 275.37 is amended, and Code section 275.37A is 
17 enacted, to provide a process for the transition from five 

18 school board members to seven and from seven school board 

19 members to five. 

20 Code section 275.55 is amended to allow the commissioner to 
21 include with the summary of the question on the ballot a map 
22 showing the new school district boundaries of school districts 
23 to which portions of a dissolved district are to be attached 

24 if approved at the election. 
25 New Code section 275.57 is enacted to provide a process for 
26 attachment of territory received by a school district when an 

27 adjacent school district dissolves. 

28 Code section 277.4 is amended to require the number for 

29 calculation of the number of signatures required on nomination 

30 petitions for school board candidates be taken from the number 

31 of active registered voters only. A registration becomes 

32 inactive when the voter is believed to have moved from the 

33 county of registration and the registrant does not respond to 

34 a request to verify status. 

35 Code sections 277.23 and 278.1 are amended to make the 
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1 provisions of Code section 275.37 relating to implementation 

2 of a change to increase the number of director districts 
3 applicable to all changes increasing the membership of school 

4 boards. 
5 Code section 279.6 is amended to provide that the deadline 

6 for submission of a resignation if the office is to appear on 

7 the ballot at the next regular school election is not later 

8 than 45 days before the election. 

9 Code section 296.3 is amended to require that, within 10 
10 days after receiving a petition for a bond election, the 
11 president of the school board call a meeting of the board to 
12 set an election date. The section is also amended to require 
13 that the meeting be held within 30 days of receipt of the 
14 petition. If more than one petition is received, the board 

15 must consider them in the order they were received. 

16 Code section 331.207 is amended to revise the schedule for 

17 special elections to change the method of electing members of 
18 the county board of supervisors. The amendment requires that 
19 the petition be filed by June 1, that the election be held 
20 within 60 days after filing of the petition, and that a plan 
21 be drawn by September 15. Current law requires that all of 
22 these requirements be fulfilled between January and February. 

23 Code section 331.651 is amended to provide that, in the 

24 case of a vacancy in the office of county sheriff, the first 

25 deputy sheriff shall hold the office of sheriff until a 

26 successor is appointed or elected. Current Code provides only 
27 that the deputy shall serve until another sheriff is 
28 appointed. 

29 Code sections 336.2, 336.16, and 336.18 are amended to move 

30 the filing deadline for petitions to establish or terminate a 

31 county library district from 40 days before the general 

32 election to 82 days before the general election. The sections 

33 are also amended to strike the provision permitting the 

34 question to establish or terminate a county library district 
35 to be placed on the primary election ballot. 
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1 Code section 346.27 is amended to strike the provision 

2 permitting the question of issuance of county bonds and 

3 conveyance of title to property to be placed on the primary 

4 election ballot. 

5 Code section 372.9 is amended to provide that the full text 

6 of a proposed home rule charter or alternative form of 

7 government proposal and the date of the election on the 

8 charter or alternative form must be included in the published 

9 notice of the election. 

10 Code section 372.13 is amended to require the city council 

11 of a city with a primary election to notify the county 

12 commissioner of elections of the date of a special election to 

13 fill a vacancy in a city office at least 85 days before the 

14 date chosen. 

15 Code section 376.2 is amended to require a special election 

16 to change the length of the terms of elected city officers be 

17 held more than 90 days before the regular city election if the 

18 changed terms are to be effective for offices filled at that 

19 election. 

20 Code section 376.6 is amended to change the deadline for 

21 city clerks to notify the county auditor of the type of 

22 nomination process to be used for city elections. The 

23 amendment changes the deadline from 77 days before the 

24 election to 90 days before the election. 

25 Code section 422A.l is amended to refer to the regular city 

26 election, rather than the city general election. 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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1 Section 1. Section 39.2, subsection 1, unnumbered 

2 paragraph 2, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

3 A special election shall not be held in conjunction with 

4 the primary election. A special election shall not be held in 

5 conjunction with a school election unless the special election 

6 is for a school district or community college. A special 

7 election shall not be held in conjunction with a regularly 

8 scheduled or special city primary or city runoff election. 

9 Sec. 2. Section 39.3, subsection 14, Code 1999, is amended 

10 to read as follows: 

11 14. "School election" means that election held pursuant to 

12 section 277.1 or 277.2. 

13 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 39.5 ELECTIONS AUTHORIZED. 

14 The commissioner shall conduct only elections authorized or 

15 required by state law. 

16 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 39.26 CANDIDATE QUALIFICATIONS. 

17 Any person seeking election to an elective office under the 

18 laws of this state shall be an eligible elector at the time of 

19 any election at which the person's name appears on the ballot. 

20 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 39.27 QUALIFICATIONS FOR PUBLIC 

21 OFFICE. 

22 Any person elected to an office under the laws of this 

23 state shall be an eligible elector. At the time an elected 

24 official takes office the official shall be a resident of the 

25 state, district, county, township, city, or ward by or for 

26 which the person was elected, or in which the duties of the 

27 office are to be exercised. An elected official shall 

28 continue to be a resident of the state, district, county, 

29 township, city, or ward by or for which the person was 

30 elected, or in which the duties of the office are to be 

31 exercised for the duration of the term of office. This 

32 section shall not apply to United States senators or 

33 representatives in Congress or to members of the general 

34 assembly. 

35 Sec. 6. Section 43.14, Code 1999, is amended by striking 
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1 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

2 43.14 FORM OF NOMINATION PAPERS. 

3 1. Nomination papers shall include a petition and an 

4 affidavit of candidacy. All nomination petitions shall be 

5 eight and one-half by fourteen inches in size and in 

6 substantially the form prescribed by the commissioner of 

7 elections. They shall include or provide spaces for the 

8 following information: 

9 a. A statement identifying the signers of the petition as 

10 eligible electors of the appropriate county or legislative 

11 district and of the state. 

12 b. The name of the candidate nominated by the petition. 

13 c. For nomination petitions for candidates for the general 

14 assembly, a statement that the residence of the candidate is 

15 within the appropriate legislative district, or if that is not 

16 true that the candidate will reside there within sixty days 

17 before the election. For other offices, a statement of the 

18 name of the county where the candidate resides. 

19 d. The political party with which the candidate is a 

20 registered voter. 

21 e. The office sought by the candidate, including the 

22 district number, if any. 

23 f. The date of the primary election for which the 

24 candidate is nominated. 

25 Signatures on a petition page shall be counted only if the 

26 required form is written or printed at the top of the page and 

27 properly completed information. Nomination papers on behalf 

28 of candidates for seats in the general assembly need only 

29 designate the number of the senatorial or representative 

30 district, as appropriate, and not the county or counties, in 

31 which the candidate and the petitioners reside. A signature 

32 line shall not be counted if the line lacks the signature of 

33 the eligible elector and the signer's address and city. The 

34 person examining the petition shall mark any deficiencies on 

35 the petition and affidavit. 
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1 2. Signed nomination petitions and the signed and 

2 notarized affidavit of candidacy shall not be altered to 

3 correct deficiencies noted during examination. If the 

4 nomination petition lacks a sufficient number of acceptable 

5 signatures, the nomination petition shall be rejected and 

6 shall be returned to the candidate. 

7 The nomination papers shall be rejected if the affidavit 

8 lacks any of the following: 

9 a. The candidate's name. 

10 b. The name of the office sought, including the district, 

11 

12 party name. 

13 of the candidate. 

14 of a notary public or other officer 

15 empowered to witness oaths. 

16 The candidate may replace a deficient affidavit with a 

17 corrected affidavit only if the replacement affidavit is filed 

18 before the filing deadline. The candidate may resubmit a 

19 nomination petition that has been rejected by adding a 

20 sufficient number of pages or signatures to correct the 

21 deficiency. A nomination petition and affidavit filed to 

22 replace rejected nomination papers shall be filed together 

23 before the deadline for filing. 

24 Sec. 7. Section 43.15, subsection 4, Code 1999, is amended 

25 to read as follows: 

26 4. When more than one sheet is used, the sheets shall be 

27 neatly arranged and securely fastened together before filing, 

28 and shall be considered one nomination ~e~er petition. 

29 ~~mination petitions which are not securely fastened together 

30 shall be returned to the candidate or the candidate's designee 

31 wi t!1o':l~_examination. The state commissioner shall prescr ib~ 

32 by rule the acceptable methods for binding nomination 

33 Eetitions. 

34 Sec. 8. Section 43.27, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

35 follows: 
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1 43.27 PRINTING OF BALLOTS. 

2 The ballots of each political party shall be printed in 

3 black ink, on separate sheets of paper, uniform in eoto~7 

4 quality, texture, and size, with the name of the political 

5 party printed at the head of said ballots, which ballots shall 

6 be prepared by the commissioner in the same manner as for the 

7 qeneral election, except as in this chapter provided. The 

8 commissioner may print the ballots for each political party 

9 using a different color for each party. If colored paper is 

10 used, all of the ballots for each separate party shall be 

11 uniform in color. 

12 Sec. 9. Section 43.45, Code 1999, is amended by striking 

13 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

14 43.45 CANVASS OF VOTES. 

15 1. Upon the closing of the polls the precinct election 

16 officials shall immediately publicly canvass the vote. The 

17 canvass shall be conducted using the procedures established in 

18 subsection 2 or 3, whichever is appropriate for the voting 

19 system used in the precinct. 

20 2. In precincts where paper ballots are used, precinct 

21 election officials shall do all of the following: 

22 a. Place the ballots of the several political parties in 

23 separate piles. 

24 b. Separately count the ballots of each party, and make 

25 the correct entries thereof on the tally sheets. 

26 c. Certify to the number of votes cast upon the ticket of 

27 each political party for each candidate for each office. 

28 d. Place the ballots cast on behalf of each of the parties 

29 in separate envelopes. Seal each envelope and place the 

30 signature of all board members of the precinct across the seal 

31 of the envelope so that it cannot be opened without breaking 

32 the seal. 

33 e. On the outside of each envelope enter the number of 

34 ballots cast by each party in the precinct and contained in 

35 the envelope. 
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1 f. Seal the tally sheets and certificates of the precinct 

2 election officials in an envelope on the outside of which are 

3 written or printed the names of the several political parties 

4 with the names of the candidates for the different offices 

5 under their party name, and opposite each candidate's name 

6 enter the number of votes cast for such candidate in the 

7 precinct. 

S g. Enter on the envelope the total number of voters of 

9 each party who cast ballots in the precinct. 

10 h. Communicate the results in the manner required by 

11 section 50.11, to the commissioner of the county in which the 

12 polls are located, who shall remain on duty until the results 

13 are communicated to the commissioner from each polling place 

14 in the county. 

15 3. In precincts where voting machines are used, precinct 

16 election officials shall do all of the following: 

17 a. Close the machines to- prevent additional voting, and 

18 print the result& for the precinct. 

19 b. Tabulate all write-in votes. If necessary, add the 

20 votes, including write-in votes, from all machines to obtain 

21 the total number of votes cast in the precinct by the members 

22 of each political party for each office on the ballot. 

23 c. Put any forms used by voters to cast-write-in votes in 

24 an envelope with one copy of the printed results from each 

25 voting machine. Seal the envelope and place the signature of 

26 all board members of the precinct across the seal of the 

27 envelope so that it cannot be opened without breaking the 

28 seal. 

29 d. On the outside of the envelope enter the number of 

30 voters from each party in the precinct. Report the number 

31 votes cast for each office by the voters of each political 
32 party. A copy of the printed tape from the voting machine 

33 be used to report vote totals. 

34 e. Communicate the results to the commissioner in the 

35 manner required by section 50.11. The commissioner shall 
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1 'remain on ~ut1 until the resufts are communicated to the 
2 commissioner trom each polling place in the county. 

-
3 4_ ~o perf~ the preci~ct count, precinct ~lQction 
4 .... .totfft"ialG sha-ll do all of the followin9: ,. 

'~ a;~ Close an~ secure the ballot reader to pr~vent the 
'6 insertion of additional ballots. 

1 b. Print the results for the preeinct. 
8 &. Open the ballot container. Secure all ballots counted 
9 by the vote-tabulatin9 device. ~ort the remaining ballots by 

10 party. Tally all write~n v~s and any other ballots not yet 
11 counted. Record the ~esul~in the tally list. 
12 d. Put all ballCtsz4.; .... an envelope or other package and 

.",.- .' . .. 
13 seal it. Al~m~rs o~~e board shall slgn thelr namQS 
14 across :tI\~eal of ~envelope. The seal shall be placed so 
15 t~'\he enveloifi,rr package cannot be opened without break.ing 

16'1itae seal. ../' . I 

17 5. To perform the central count, precinct election 

18 officials shall follow the procedures in section 52.32. 
19 Sec. 10. Section 43.48, Code 1999, is amended to read as 
20 follows: 
21 43.48 ELECTOR aAY ASCERTAIN VOTE CAST. 

," 

22 Any elector of the county shall have tbe ri9ht,i before the 

23 day fixed for canvassing· the returns~ to eacertai~ the yot~ ! 

24 cast tor any candidate in any precinc\ 1n the county,~~sb~wP~ 
.,1' J' ' 

25 Oft·the outside of the envelope containing the tally list or on 
26 printed reports from voting machines or electronic voting . 

• 
,; 

27 eystem~ .. ','" ~. . . "J, 

28 Sec. 11~ •. S~tion 44.4, unnumbered paragraph 1, Cdae ~.:r ... ; 
~'N! ... ,l"' 

29 is amended to read as follows: ':'$' 

30 Nominations made pursuant to this chapter and c~apter 45 
31 which are required to be filed in the office of the ,tate 

32 commissioner shall be filed in that office not more thRn 

33 ninety-nine days nor later than five p.m. on the eighty-fir,t 

34 day before the date of the general election to be held in 
35 November. Nominations made for a special election called 
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1 pursuant to section 69.14 shall be filed by five p.m. not less 

2 than twentY~five days before the date of an election called 

3 upon at least forty days' notice and not less than fourteen 

4 days before the date of an election called upon at least 

5 eighteen days' notice. Nominations made for a special 

6 election called 'pursuant to section 69.l4A shall be filed by 

7 five p.m. not less than ~.e!'l~Y twenty-five days before the 

8 date of the election. Nominations made pursuant to this 

9 chapter and chapter 45 which are required to be filed in the 

10 office of the-commissioner shall be filed in that office not 

11 more than ninety-two days nor later than five p.m. on the 

12 sixty-ninth day before the date of the general election. 

13 Nominations made pursuant to this chapter or chapter 45 for 

14 city office shall be filed not more than seventy-two days nor 

15 later thaft five p.m. on the forty-seventh day before the city 

16 election with the city clerk, who shall process them as 

17 provided by law. 

18 Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 45.5 FORM OF NOMINATION PAPERS. 

19 Nomination papers shall include a petition and an affidavit 
20 of candidacy. All nomination petitions shall be eight and 

21 one-half by fourteen inches in size and shall be in 

22 substantially the form prescribed by the state commissioner of 

23 elections. They shall provide spaces for t~ follOWing 

24 information: 

25 1. A statement identifying the signers of the petition as 

26 eligible electors of the appropriate county or legislative 

27 district and of the state of Iowa. 

28 2. The name of the candidate nominated by the petition. 

29 3. A statement that the candidate is a resident of the 

30 appropriate ward, city, county, school district, or 

31 legislative or other district as required by section 45.1. 

32 4. The office sought by the candidate, inc~yding the ..... 
33 district number. if any. 

34 5. The name and date of the election for which the 
35' candidate is nominated. 
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1 Sionatures on a petition pag~~shall be counted only if the 

2 required form is written or .... pri1\ted at the top of the page and 

3 properly completed with all requested information. Nomination 

4 papers on b~~lf Of candidates for seats in the general 

5 assembly need only designate the number of the senatorial or 

6 representative district, as appropriate, and not the county or 

7 counties, in which the candidate and the petitioners reside. 

8 Signature lines on the nomination petitions shall not be 

9 counted if the line lacks the signature of the eligible 

10 elector and the signer's address and city. The person 

11 examining the petition shall mark any deficiencies on the 

12 petition. 

13 The pages of the petition shall be securely fastened 

14 together to fbrm a single bundle. Nomination petitions that 

15 are not bownd shall be returned without further examination. 

16 The state commissioner shall prescribe by rule the acceptable 

17 methods for binding nomination petitions. 

18 Signed nomination petitions and the signed and notarized 

19 affidavit of candidacy shall not be altered to correct 

20 deficiencies"noted during the examination. If the nomination 

21 petition lacks a sufficient number of acceptable signatures, 

22 the nomination papers shall.be rejected and returned to the, 
23 can<Hdate. I -i_ 

24 The nomination papers shall be rejected it the affidavit 

25 lacks any of the following: 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

a. The candidate's name. 

b. The name of the office sought, 

if any . 

c. The signature of the candidate. 

d. The signature of a notary public or other officer 
empowered to witness oaths. 

The candidate may replace a deficient affidavit wit_ a 

corrected one only if the replacement is filed befQ!e the 

filing deadline. The candidate may resubmit a nomination 

35 petition that has been rejected by adding a sufficient number 
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1 of pages or signatures to correct the deficiency. A 

2 nomination petition and affidavit filed to replace rejected 

3 nomination papers shall be filed together before the deadline 

4 for filing. 

5 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 45.6 REQUIREMENTS IN SIGNING. 

6 The following requirements shall be observed in the signing 

7 and preparation of nomination petitions: 

8 1. A signer may sign nomination petitions for more than 

9 one candidate for the same office, and the signature is not 

10 invalid solely because the signer signed nomination petitions 

11 for one or more other candidates for the office. 

12 2. Each signer shall add the signer's residence, with 

13 street and number. 

14 3. All signers, for all nominations, of each separate part 

15 of a nomination petition, shall reside in the appropriate 

16 ward, city, county, school district, or legislative or other 

17 district as required by section 45.1. 

18 4. When more than one sheet is used, the sheets shall be 

19 neatly arranged and securely fastened together before filing, 

20 and shall be considered one nomination petition. 

21 5. Only one candidate shall be petitioned for or nominated 

22 in the same nomination petition, except for the offices of 

23 governor and lieutenant governor, and president and vice 

24 president. 

25 Sec. 14. Section 48A.9, subsection 1, Code 1999, is 

26 amended to read as follows: 

27 1. Registration closes at five p.m. eleven days before 

28 each election except ~r±mary-aftd general elections. For 

29 primary-a"d general elections, registration closes at five 

30 p.m. ten days before the election. An eligible elector may 

31 register during the time registration is closed in the 

32 elector's precinct but the registration shall not become 

33 effective until registration opens again in the elector's 

34 precinct. 

35 Sec. 15. Section 48A.9, subsection 2, Code 1999, is 
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1 amended to.e86·~·· follows: 

'"" 2' ·-1. !'he cOlUlissioner's office shall be open from eight a.m. 

3 until at least fi.e p.m. on the day registration closes before 

4. each; ...-egularly sche~uled election. However, if the last day 

5 to re9ist~r to vote for a regularly scheduled election falls 

6 on the day after Thanksgiving, the deadline shall be the 

7 followinq Monday. 

8 Sec. 16. Section 48A.27, subsection 4, paragraph c, 

9 unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

10 follows: 

11 The notice shall be sent by forwardable mail, and shall 

12 include a postage paid preaddressed return card on which the 

13 registered voter may state the registered voter~~ current 

14 address. The notice shall contain a statement in 

15 substantially the following form: "Information received from 

16 the United States postal service indicates that you are no 
17 longer a resident of, and therefore not eligible to vote in 

18 (name of county) County, Iowa. If th~s information is not 

19 correct, and you still live in (name of county) County, please 

20 complete and mail the attached postage paid card at least ten 

21 days before the primary or general election and at least 

22 eleven days before any other election at which you wish to 

23 vote. If the information is correct and you have moved, .... 
24 please centact a local official in your new area for 

25 assistance in registering there. If you do not mail in the 
26 card, you may be required to show identification p~tftQ-yottr 

27 re~ide"ee-i"-t"8me-o£-eott"eyt-€ott"ey before being allowed to 
28 vote in (name of county) County. If you do not return the 

29 card, and you do not vote in an election in (name of county) _.", 

30 County, Iowa, on or before (date of second general election 

31 following the date of the notice) your name will be removed 

32 from the list of voters in that county. To ensure you receive 

33 this notice, it is being sent to both your most recent 

34 registration address and to your new address as reported by 
35 the postal service." 
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1 Sec. 17. Section 48A.28, subsection 3, unnumbered 

2 paragraph 2, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

3 The form and language of the confirmation notice and return 

4 card shall be specified by the state voter registration 

5 commission by rule. 

6 Sec. 18. Section 48A.29, subsection 3, unnumbered 

7 paragraph 2, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

8 The notice shall be sent by forwardable mail, and shall 

9 include a postage paid preaddressed return card on which the 

10 registered voter may state the registered voter's curre·nt 

11 address. The notice shall contain a statement in 

12 substantially the following form: "Information received by 

13 this office indicates that you are no longer a resident of 

14 (residence address) in (name of county) County, Iowa. If the 

15 information is not correct, and you still live at that 

16 address, please complete and mail the attached postage paid 

17 card at least ten days before the primary or general election 

18 and at least eleven days before any other election at which 

19 you wish to vote. If the information is correct, and you have 

20 moved within the county, you may update your registration by 

21 listing your new address on the card and mailing it back. If 

22 you have moved outside th. county, please contact a local 

23 official in your new area for assistance in registering there. 

24 If you do not mail in. the card, you may be required to show 

25 identification pro~±ng-yo~r-res±denee-±ft-tname-o£-eo~n~yt 

26 eOtlney before being allowed to vote in (name of county) 

27 County. If you do not return the card, and you do not vote in 

28 some election in (name of county) County, Iowa, on or before 

29 (date of second general election following the date of the 

30 notice) your name will be removed from the list of registered 
31 voters in that county." 

32 Sec. 19. Section 49.30, subsection 1, Code 1999, is 

33 amended to read as follows: 

34 1. Where special paper ballots are used, if it is not 

35 possible to include all offices and public measures on a 
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1 single ballot, separate ballots may be provided for township 

2 offices, nonpartisan offices, judges, or public measures. 

3 Sec. 20. Section 49.31, subsection 2, Code 1999, is 

4 amended by adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

5 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. On the general election ballot 

6 the names of candidates for the nonpartisan offices listed in 

7 section 39.21 shall be arranged by drawing lots for position. 

8 The board of supervisors shall hold the drawing at its first 

9 meeting following the deadline for receipt of objections and 

10 withdrawals by candidates for the general election. The names 

11 of candidates for nonpartisan offices on the general election 

12 ballot shall be rotated once. 

13 Sec. 21. Section 49.57, subsection ~, Code 1999, is 

14 amended to read as follows: ( 

15 4. On ballots that will be counted by electronic 

16 tabulating equipment, ballots shall include a voting target 

17 next to the name of each candidate. The position, shape, and 

18 size of the targets shall be appropriate for the equipment to 

19 be used in counting the votes. Where paper ballots are used, 

20 a square,-ene-~ides-o£-whien-~neii-ftoe-be-ie~~-en6ft-Ofte-£o~ren 

21 o£-eft-iften-ift-ieft9th, may be printed at the beginning of each 

22 line in which the name of a candidate is printed, except as 

23 otherwise provided. 

24 Sec. 22. Section 49.64, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

25 follows: 

26 49.64 NUMBER OF BALLOTS nELIVERED. 

27 The commissioner shall eetlse-beiioe~-o£-ene-~iftd-eo-be 

28 ~oted-~ft-~een-preeifteeT-eo-be-deii~ered deliver to the 

29 precinct election officials es-£oiiows~--ift-gefterei-eieeeioft~ 

30 wnien-ere-presidefteiei-eieetiofts-se~eftey-£i~e-beiiot~-for 

31 every-£i£ey-votes,-or-£reeeioft-enereo£,-eest-ift-seid-preeiftee 

32 et-the-i6St-preeedift9-generei-eieet±oft-wh±en-wes-ei~o-e 

33 pre~identiei-eteet±on7-eftd-±ft-generei-eieetion~-wn±en-ere-ftoe 

34 pres±dentiei-eieet±ofts,-~eveftey-£±ve-betioes-£or-every-ri£ey 

35 voee~,-or-£reetioft-enereo£,-eest-enerein-ee-ene-i6se-preeeding 

-12-



S.F. H.F. 

1 generei-eieet±on-wh±eh-we~-no~-e-pre~±dent±ei-e±eet±o" ~ 

2 sufficient number of ballots of each kind to be voted in the 

3 precinct. In determining the number of ballots, the 

4 commissioner shall take into consideration the number of 

5 active and inactive registered voters in the precinct, the 

6 number of people who voted in the precinct in previous similar 

7 elections, the number of contested and uncontested races on 

8 the ballot, public measures appearing on the ballot, and the 

9 local political conditions that may affect participation in 

10 the election. 

11 Sec. 23. Section 49.70, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 49.70 PRECINCT ELECTION OFFICIALS FURNISHED INSTRUCTIONS. 

14 The commissioner shall cause copies of the foregoing 

15 instructions to be printed in large, clear type, under the 

16 heading of "eerd-o£ Instructions for Voters", and shall 

17 furnish the precinct election officials with a sufficient 

18 number of such e8rd~ instructions as will enable them to 

19 comply with section 49.71. 

20 Sec. 24. Section 49.73, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code 

21 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

22 b. Any election conducted for a city of three thousand 

23 five hundred or less population, including a local option 

24 sales and services tax election conducted pursuant to section 

25 422B.l. At elections conducted pursuant to chapter 422B, 

26 contiguous cities shall have the same~oting hours. 

27 Sec. 25. Section 49.73, subsection 1, is amended by adding 

28 the following new paragraph: 

29 NEW PARAGRAPH. e. The unincorporated area of any county 

30 voting on a local option sales and services tax pursuant to 

31 section 422B.l. 

32 Sec. 26. Section 49.79, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

33 follows: 

34 49.79 CHALLENGES. 

35 Any person offering to vote may be challenged as 
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1 unqualified by any precinct election official or e~~e~or~-eftd 

2 i~ registered voter. It is the duty of each official to 

3 challenge any person offering to vote whom the official knows 

4 or suspects is not duly qualified. A ballot shall be received 

5 from a voter who is challenged, but only in accordance with 

6 section 49.81. • 

7 Sec. 27. Section 49.81, subsection 2, unnumbered paragraph 

8 2, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

9 Your qualifications as a registered voter have been 

10 challenged for the following reasons: 

11 I.. .................. . 

12 

13 

II. 

III. 

14 Your right to vote will be reviewed by the special precinct 

15 counting board on ....... You have the right and are 

16 encouraged to make a written statement and submit additional 

17 written evidence to this board supporting your qualifications 

18 as a registered voter. This written statement and evidence 

19 may be given to an election official of this precinct on 

20 election day or mailed or delivered to the county commissioner 

21 of elections, but must be received prior-~o-ftoOft before •.... 

22 a.m./p.m. on .....• at .•...•. If your ballot is not counted 

23 you will receive notification of this fact. .. 
24 Sec. 28. Section 49.96, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

25 follows: ~ .. _i 
26 49.96 OFFICES WITH MORE THAN ONE PERSON TO BE ELECTED. 

27 Where more than one person is to be elected to the same 

28 office at the same election, and all of the candidates for 

29 that office for whom the voter desires to vote were nominated 

30 by the political party or nonparty political organization for 

31 which the voter has marked a straight part¥ or organization 

32 vote, the voter need not otherwise indicate the vote for that 

33 office. However, if a voter who has marked a strai9ht party 

34 or organization ticket also marks the voting targets next to 

35 the names of one or more candidates of the same party or 
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1 organization, only the votes cast separately for individual 

2 candidates for that office shall be counted. If the voter 

3 wishes to vote for candidates who were nominated by different 

4 political parties or nonparty political organizations, the 

5 voter must mark the voting target for each candidate the voter 

6 has chosen, whether or not the voter has also marked a 

7 straight party or organization vote. 

8 Sec. 29. Section 50.11, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

9 follows: 

10 50.11 PROCLAMATION OF RESULT. 

11 When the canvass is completed one of the precinct election 

12 officials shall publicly announce the total number of votes 

13 received by each of the persons voted for, the office for 

14 which the person is designated, as announced by the designated 

15 tally keepers, and the number of votes for, and the number of 

16 votes against, any proposition which shall have been submitted 

17 to a vote of the people7-aftd-~h~~ precinct election 

18 official shall communicate ~a±d-±ft£orma~±oft the election 

19 results by telephone or-~ei~gra~h or in person to the 

20 commissioner who is conducting the election immediately upon 

21 completion of the canvass;-aftd-~he~ 

22 Election results may be transmitted electronically from 

23 voting equipment to the commissioner's office only after the 

24 precinct election officials have produced a written report of 

25 the election results. The devices used for the electronic 

26 transmission of election results shall be approved for use by 

27 the board of examiners pursuant to section 52.41. The state 

28 commissioner of elections shall adopt rules establishing 

29 procedures for the electronic transmission of election 

30 results. 
~ 

31 The commissioner shall remain on duty until such 

32 information is communicated to the commissioner from each 

33 polling place in the commissioner's county. 

34 Sec. 30. Section 50.12, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

35 follows: 
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1 50.12 RETURN AND PRESERVATION OF BALLOTS. 

2 Immediately after making the proclamation, and before 

3 separating, the board members of each precinct in which votes 

4 have been received by paper ballot shall enclose in an 

5 envelope or other container all ballots which have been 
~~ 

6 counted by them, except those endorsed "Rejected as double", 

7 "Defective", or "Objected to", and securely seal the envelope. 

8 ~he signatures of all board members of the precinct shall be 

9 placed across the seal or the opening of the container so that 

10 it cannot be opened without breaking the seal. The precinct 

11 election officials shall return all the ballots to the 

12 commissioner, who shall carefully preserve them for six 

13 months. Ballots from elections for federal offices shall be 

14 preserved for twenty-two months. The sealed paCkages 

15 containing voted ballots shall be opened only for an official 

16 recount authorized by section 50.49 or 50.50, for an election 

17 contest held pursuant to chapters 57 through 62, or to destroy 

18 the ballots pursuant to section 50.19. 

19 Sec. 31. Section 50.48, subsection 2, unnumbered paragraph 

20 1, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

21 The candidate requesting a recount under this section shall 

22 post a bond, unless the abstracts prepared pursuant to section 

23 50.24, or section 43.49 in the case of ~ primary election, 

24 indicate that the difference between the total number of votes 

25 cast for the apparent winner and the total number of votes 

26 cast for the candidate requesting the recount is less than the 

27 greater of fifty votes or one percent of the total number af 

28 votes cast for the office or nomination in question. If a 

29 recount is requested for an office to which more than one 

30 person was elected, the vote difference calculations shall be 

31 made using the difference between the number of votes received 

32 by the person requesting the recount and the number of votes 

33 received by the apparent winner who received the fewest votes. 

34 Where votes cast for that office or nomination were canvassed 

35 in more than one county, the abstracts prepared by the county 
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1 boards in all of those counties shall be totaled for purposes 

2 of this subsection. If a bond is required, it shall be filed 

3 with the state commissioner for recounts involving a state 

4 office, including a seat in the general assembly, or a seat in 

5 the United States Congress, and with the commissioner 

6 responsible for conducting the election in all other cases, 

7 and shall be in the following amount: 

8 Sec. 32. Section 50.48, subsection 3, paragraph b, Code 

9 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

10 b. A designee of the apparent winning candidate, who shall 

11 be named by that candidate at or before the time the board is 

12 required to convene. If a recount is requested for an office 

13 to which more than one person was elected, every person who 

14 was declared elected may name a member of the recount board. 

15 Sec. 33. Section 50.49, unnumbered paragraph 4, Code 1999, 

16 is amended to read as follows: 

17 The petitioners requesting the recount shall post a bond as 

18 required by section 50.48, subsection 2. The amount of the 

19 bond shall be one thousand dollars for a public measure 

20 appearing on the ballot statewide or one hundred dollars for 

21 any other public measure. If the difference between the 

22 affirmative and negative votes cast on the public measure is 

23 less than the greater of fifty votes or one percent of the 

24 total number of votes cast for and against the question, a 

25 bond is not required. If approval by sixty percent of the 

26 votes cast is required for adoption of the public measure, no 

27 bond is required if the difference between sixty percent of 

28 the total votes cast for and against the question and the 

29 number of votes cast for the losing side is less than the 

30 greater of fifty votes or one percent of the total number of 

31 votes cast. 

32 Sec. 34. Section 50.50, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1999, 

33 is amended to read as follows: 

34 The commissioner who was responsible for conducting an 

35 election may request an administrative recount when the 
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1 commissioner suspeets that voting equipment used in the 

2 election malfunctioned or that programming errors may have 

3 affected the outcome of the election, or if the precinct 

4 election officials report counting errors to the commissioner 

5 after the conclusion of the canvass of votes in the precinct. 

6 An administrative recount shall be conducted by the board of 

7 the special precinct established by section 53.23. Bond shall 

8 not be required for an administrative recount. The state 

9 commissioner may adopt rules for administrative recounts. 

10 Sec. 35. Section 52.37, subsection 1, Code 1999, is 

11 amended to read as follows: 

12 1. The sealed ballot container from each precinct shall be 

13 delivered to the counting center by two o~-~he election 

14 officials o£-~ha~-preeine~, not members of the same political 

15 party, who shall travel together in the same vehicle and shall 

16 have the container under their immediate joint control until 

17 they surrender it to the commissioner or the commissioner's 

18 designee in charge of the counting center. The commissioner 

19 may designate two precinct election officials of different 

20 political parties to collect the sealed ballot containers from 

21 more than one precinct to deliver to the counting center. The 

22 commissioner or designee shall, in the presence of the two 

23 precinct election officials who delivered the container, enter 

24 on a record kept for the purpose that the container was 

25 received, the time the container was received, and the 

26 condition of the seal upon receipt. 

27 Sec. 36. NEW SECTION. 52.41 ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION OF 

28 ELECTION RESULTS. " 

29 With the advice of the board of examiners for voting 

30 machines and electronic voting systems, the state commissioner 

31 shall adopt by rule standards for the examination and testing 

32 of devices for the electronic transmission of election 

33 results. All voting systems which contain devices for the 

34 electronic transmission of election results submitted to the 

35 examiners for examination and testing after January 1, 2000, 
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1 shall comply with these standards. 

2 Sec. 37. Section 53.8, subsection 1, Code 1999, is amended 

3 to read as follows: 

4 1. Upon receipt of an application for an absentee ballot 

5 and immediately after the absentee ballots are printed, the 

6 commissioner shall mail an absentee ballot to the applicant 

7 within twenty-four hours, except as otherwise provided in 

8 subsection 3. The absentee ballot shall be enclosed in an 

9 unsealed envelope bearing a serial number and affidavit. The 

10 absentee ballot and unsealed envelope shall be enclosed in or 

11 with a carrier envelope which bears the same serial number as 

12 the unsealed envelope. The absentee ballot, unsealed 

13 envelope, and carrier envelope shall be enclosed in a third 

14 envelope to be sent to the registered voter. If the ballot 

15 cannot be folded so that all of the votes cast on the ballot 

16 will be hidden, the commissioner shall also enclose a secrecy 

17 envelope with the absentee ballot. 

18 Sec. 38. NEW SECTION. 53.10 ABSENTEE VOTING AT THE 

19 COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE. 

20 Not more than forty days before the date of the primary 

21 election or the general election, the commissioner shall 

22 provide facilities for absentee voting in person at the 

23 commissioner's office. This service shall also be provided 

24 for other elections as soon as the ballots are ready. 

25 Each person who wishes to vote by absentee ballot at the 

26 commissioner's office shall first sign an application for a 

27 ballot including the following information: name, current 

28 address, and the election for which the ballot is requested. 

29 The person may report a change of address or other information 

30 on the person's voter registration record at that time. The 

31 registered voter shall immediately mark the ballot, enclose 

32 the ballot in a secrecy envelope, if necessary, and seal it in 

33 a ballot envelope, subscribe to the affidavit on the reverse 

34 side of the envelope, and return the absentee ballot to the 

35 commissioner. The commissioner shall record the numbers 
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1 appearing on the application and ballot en.e~ along with 

2 the name of the registered voter. 

3 During the hours when absentee ballots are available in the 

4 office of the commissioner, the posting of political signs is 

5 prohibited within thirty feet of the absentee voting site. No 

6 electioneering shall be allowed within the sight or hearing of 

7 voters at the absentee voting site. 

8 Sec. 39. Section 53.11, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1999, 

9 is amended by striking the unnumbered paragraph. 

10 Sec. 40. Section 53.11, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1999, 

11 is amended to read as follows: 

12 Satellite absentee voting stations ~hall may be established 

13 throughout the cities and county at the direction of the 

14 commissioner O~ and shall be established upon receipt of a 

15 petition signed by not less than one hundred eligible electors 

16 requesting that a satellite absentee voting station be 

17 established at a location to be described on the petition. A 

18 satellite absentee voting station established by petition must 

19 be open at least one day for a minimum of six hours. A 

20 satellite absentee voting station established at the direction 

21 of the commissioner or by petition may remain open until five 

22 p.m. on the day before the election. 

23 Sec. 41. Section 53.11, Code 1999, is amended by adding 

24 the following new unnumbered paragraphs: 

25 M~ UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Procedures for absentee voting 

26 at satellite absentee voting stations shall be the same as 

27 specified in section 53.10 for voting at the commissioner's 

28 office. Additional procedures ,hall be prescribed by rule by 

29 the state commissioner. 

30 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. During the hours when absentee 

31 ballots are available at a satellite absentee voting station, 

32 the posting of political signs is prohibited within thirty 

33 feet of the satellite absentee voting station. No 

34 electioneering shall be allowed within the sight or hearing of 

35 voters at the satellite absentee voting station. 
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1 Sec. 42. Section 53.18, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 53.18 MANNER OF PRESERVING BALLOT AND APPLICATION. 

4 Upon receipt of the absentee ballot, the commissioner shall 

5 at once record the number appearing on the application and 

6 return carrier envelope and time of receipt of such ballot and 

7 attach the elector's application to the unopened envelope. 

8 Absentee ballots shall be stored in a secure place until they 

9 are delivered to the absentee and special voters precinct 

10 board. 

11 Sec. 43. Section 53.19, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code 1999, 

12 is amended to read as follows: 

13 However, any registered voter who has received an absentee 

14 ballot and not returned it, may surrender the absentee ballot 

15 to the precinct officials and vote in person at the polls. 

16 The precinct officials shall mark the uncast absentee ballot 

17 "void" and return it to the commissioner. Any registered 

18 voter who has been sent an absentee ballot by mail but for any 

19 reason has not received it or who has not brought the ballot 

20 to the polls, may appear at the voter's precinct polling place 

21 on election day and ~igft-eft-e££ide~it-to-thet-e££eet7-e£ter 

22 whieh-the-~oter-~hell-be-~ermitted-to-~ote-ift-per~oft.--Stteh 

23 ~oter shall cast a ballot in accordance with section 49.81. 

24 ~he-£orm-o£-the-a££ida~it-£or-tt~e-in-~tteh-ea~e~-~hall-be 

25 pre~eribed-by-the-~tate-eommi~~iofter. 

26 Sec. 44. Section 53.30, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

27 follows: 

28 53.30 BALLOT ENVELOPE PRESERVED. 

29 At the conclusion of each meeting of the absentee and 

30 special voter's precinct board, the board shall securely seal 

31 all ballots counted by them in the manner prescribed in 

32 section 50.12. The ballot envelopes, including the envelope 

33 having the registered voter's affidavit thereon on it, the 

34 return carrier envelope, and secrecy envelope bearing the 

35 signatures of-2recinct election officials, as required by 
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1 section 53.23, shall be preserved. All applications for 

2 absentee ballots, ballots rejected without being opened, 

3 absentee ballot logs, and any other documents pertaining to 

4 the absentee ballot process shall be preserved until such time 

5 as the documents may be destroyed pursuant to section 50.19. 

6 Sec. 45. Section 53.38, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

7 follows: 

8 53.38 APPt9AVt~ WHAT CONSTITUTES REGISTRATION. 

9 Whenever a ballot is requested pursuant to section 53.39 or 

10 53.45 on behalf of a voter in the armed forces of the United 

11 States, the affidavit upon the ballot envelope of such voter, 

12 if the voter is found to be an eligible elector of the county 

13 to which the ballot is submitted, shall constitute a 

14 sufficient registration under the-p~o~i~ion~-o£ chapter 48A 

15 and-the. A completed federal postcard registration and 

16 federal absentee ballot request form submitted by such 

17 eligible elector shall also constitute a sufficient 

18 registration under chapter 48A. The commissioner shall place 

19 the voter's name on the registration record as a registered 

20 voter, if it does not already appear there. 

21 Sec. 46. Section 53.40, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1999, 

22 is amended to read as follows: 

23 A request in writing for a ballot may be made by any member 

24 of the armed forces of the United States who is or will be a 

25 qualified voter on the day of the election at which the ballot 

26 is to be cast, at any time before the election. Any member of 

27 the armed forces of the United States may request ballots for 

28 all elections to be held within a calendar year. The request 

29 may be made by using the federal postcard application form and 

30 indicating that the applicant wishes to receive ballots for 

31 all elections as permitted by state law. The county a~ditor 

32 commissioner shall send the applicant a ballot for each 

33 election held during the calendar year in which the 

34 application is received. The commissioner shall forward a 
35 copy of the absentee ballot request to other commissioners who 

; 

, 
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1 are responsible under section 47.2, subsection 2, for 

2 conducting elections in which the applicant is eligible to 

3 vote. 

4 Sec. 47. Section 57.1, subsection 2, is amended by adding 

5 the following new paragraph after paragraph f and relettering 

6 the subsequent paragraphs: 

7 NEW PARAGRAPH. g. That the public measure or office was 

8 not authorized or required by state law to appear on the 

9 ballot at the election being contested. 

10 Sec. 48. NEW SECTION. 62.5A STATEMENT OF INTENT TO 

11 CONTEST. 

12 l~'Within twenty days after the board of supervisors 

13 decIJr~a winner from the canvass of an election, the 

14 contestant shall file with the commissioner a written 

15 stat~nt of intention to contest the election. If a recount 
/ 

16 is held for the office in question, and the recount board 

17 finds that the winner was someone other than the person 

18 declared at the original canvass of votes, a contest may be 

19 filed within twenty days after the board of supervisors 

20 declares a winner from the recount of votes. 

21 2. The contestant's statement shall include the following: 

22 a. The name of the contestant and that the contestant is 

23 qualified to hold such office. 

24 b. The name of the incumbent. 

25 c. The office contested. 

26 d. The date of the election. 

27 e. The particular causes of the contest pursuant to 

28 section 57.1, subsection 2. If a cause of the contest is an 

29 allegation that illegal votes were received or that legal 

30 votes were rejected, a statement shall be included setting 

31 forth the names of the persons who are alleged to have voted 

32 illegally or whose votes were rejected and the precinct where 

33 they voted or offered to vote. 

34 f. The affidavit of the contestant, or some elector of the 

35 county, affirming the causes set forth are true. 

-23-



S.F. H.F. 

1 Sec. 49. Section 69.2, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 69.2 WHAT CONSTITUTES VACANCY. 

4 1. Every civil office shall be vacant if any of the 

5 following events occ~r: 

6 i~ a. A failure to elect at the proper election, or to 

7 appoint within the time fixed by law, unless the incumbent 

8 holds over. 

9 ~~ b. A failure of the incumbent or holdover officer to 

10 qualify within the time prescribed by law. 

11 3~ c. The incumbent ceasing to be a resident of the state, 

12 district, county, township, city, or ward by or for which the 

13 incumbent was elected or appointed, or in which the duties of 

14 the office are to be exercised. This subsection shall not 

15 apply to appointed city officers. 

16 4~ d. The resignation or death of the incumbent, or of the 

17 officer-elect before qualifying. 

18 5~ e. The removal of the incumbent from, or forfeiture of, 

19 the office, or the decision of a competent tribunal declaring 

20 the office vacant. 

21 6~ f. The conviction of the incumbent of a felony, an 

22 aggravated misdemeanor, or of any public offense involving the 

23 violation of the incumbent's oath of office. 

24 ~~ ~ The board of supervisors declares a vacancy in an 

25 elected county office upon finding that the county officer has 

26 been physically absent from the county for sixty consecutive 

27 days except in the case of a medical emergency; temporary 

28 active military duty; or temporary service with another 

29 government service, agency, or department. 

30 8~ h. The incumbent simultaneously holding more than one 

31 elective office at the same level of government. This 

32 subsection does not apply to the following offices: county 

33 agricultural extension council, soil and water conservation 

34 district commission, or regional library board of trustees. 

35 9~ i. An incumbent statewide elected official or member of 
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1 the general assembly simultaneously holding more than one 

2 elective office. 

3 2. If the status of an officeholder is in question, the 

4 entity or officer responsible for making an appointment to 

5 fill the vacancy shall decide whether a vacancy exists. The 

6 appointing entity or officer may act upon its own motion. If 

7 a petition signed by twenty-five registered voters of the 

8 jurisdiction is received, the appointing entity or officer 

9 shall convene within thirty days to consider whether a vacancy 

10 exists. The appointing entity or officer shall publish notice 

11 that a public hearing will be held to determine whether a 

12 vacancy exists. The notice shall include the time and place 

13 of the hearing and the name of the office and the officeholder 

14 whose status is i~estion. The public hearing shall be held 

15 not less than four nor more than fourteen days after 

16 publication of the notice. The officer whose status is in 

17 question shall be notified of the time and place of the 

18 hearing. Notice shall. be sent by certified mail and must be 

19 postmarked at least fourteen days before the hearing. No 

20 later than seven days after the public he~ring, the appojnting 

21 entity or officer shall publish its decision. If the 

22 appointing entity or officer decides that the office is 

23 vacant, the publication shall state the date the vacancy 

24 occurred and what action will be taken to fill the vacancy. 

25 3. The officer against whom the judgment was rendered may 

26 appeal to the district court no later than twenty days after 

27 official publication of the decision. However, the appeal 

28 will not supersede the execution of the judgment of the 

29 appointing entity or officer, unless the party gives a bond, 

30 with security to be approved by the district judge in a sum to 

31 be fixed by the judge. The amount of the bond shall be at 

32 least double the probable compensation of such officer for six 

33 months, which bond shall be conditioned that the officer will 

34 prosecute the appeal without delay, and that, if the judgment 

35 appealed from is affirmed, the party will pay over to the 
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1 successful party all compensation received by the party while 

2 in possession of the office after the judgment appealed from 

3 was rendered. The court shall hear the appeal In equity and 

4 determine anew all questions arising in the case. 

5 4. If, upon appeal, the judgment is affirmed, the district 

6 court may render judgment upon the bond for the amount of 

7 damages awarded against the appellant and the sureties on the -
8 bond. 

9 S~c. 50. Section 69.12, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 

10 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

11 a. A vacancy shall be filled at the next pending election 

12 if it occurs: 

13 (1) Seventy-four or more days prior-to before the 

14 election, if it is a general or-prim~ry election. 

15 (2) Fifty-two or more days p~io~-eo before the electionL 

16 if it is a regularly scheduled or special city election. 

17 However, for those cities which may be required to hold a 

18 primary election, the vacancy shall be filled at the next 

19 pending election if it occurs seventy-three or more days 

20 before a regularly scheduled or special city election. 

21 (3) Forty-five or more days p~ior-eo before the election, 

22 if it is a regularly scheduled school election. 

23 (4) Forty or more days prior-eo before the election, if it 

24 is a special election. 

25 Sec. 51. Section 69.12, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code 

26 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

27 b. Nomination papers on behalf of candidates for a vacant 

28 office to be filled pursuant to paragraph "a" of this 

29 subsection shall be filed, in the form and manner prescribed 

30 by applicable law, by five o~eioek p.m. on: 

31 (1) The final filing date for candidates filing with the 

32 state commissioner or commissioner, as the case may be, for a 

33 general or-prim~ry election. 

34 (2) The rorey-~e~e"eh-d~y-prior-eo candidate filing 

35 deadline specified in section 376.4 for regularly scheduled or 
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1 special city election. 

2 ( 3 ) The fortieth day pf'±Of'-~O before a regularly scheduled 

3 school election. 

4 ( 4 ) The twenty-fifth day Pf'±Of'-~O before a special 

5 election. 

6 Sec. 52. Section 69.14A, Code 1999, is amended by adding 

7 the following new subsection: 

8 NEW SUBSECTION. 4. Notwithstanding subsections 1 and 2, 

9 if a nomination has been made at the primary election for an 

10 office in which a vacancy has been filled by appointment, the 

11 office shall be filled at the next general election, and not 

12 at any special election in the same political subdivision. 

13 Sec. 53. Section 176A.8, subsection 4, Code 1999, is 

14 amended by striking the subsection. 

15 Sec. 54. Section 256.63, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 

16 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

17 The votes cast in the election shall be canvassed and 

18 abstracts of the votes cast shall be promptly certified by the 

19 commissioner to the commissioner of elections who is 

20 responsible under section 47.2 for conducting elections for 

21 that regional library board district. In each county whose 

22 commissioner of elections is responsible under section 47.2 

23 for conducting elections held for a regional library board 

24 district, the county board of supervisors shall convene at 

25 nine a.m. on the third Monday or Tuesday in November, canvass 

26 the abstracts of votes cast and declare the results of the 

27 voting. The commissioner shall at once issue certificates of 

28 election to each person declared elected. 

29 Sec. 55. Section 256.64, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

30 follows: 

31 256.64 TERMS. 

32 Regional library trustees shall take office on the first 

33 day of January following the general election and shall serve 

34 terms of four years. A vacancy shall be filled wh~n-±~-oeettf'~ 

35 no~-i~33-~han-n±n~~y-day3-be~of'e-~he-n~x~-gen~f'ai-~iee~±on by 
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1 appointment by the regional board for the unexpired term. No 

2 trustee shall serve on a local library board or be employed by 

3 a library during the trustee's term of office as a regional 

4 library trustee. 

S Sec. 56. Section 275.12, subsections 3 and 4, Code 1999, 

6 are amen~ed to read as follows: 

7 l. It the petition proposes the division of the school 

8 district into director districts, the boundaries of the 

9 proposed director districts shall not be de~er±bed-±n-ehe 

10 pee±e±on-and-~haii-be drawn until the question is approved by 

11 the voters. If the question is approved by the voters, the 

12 directors of the new school district shall draw the boundaries 

13 of the director districts according to the standards described 

14 in section 275.23A, subsection 1. Following adoption by the 

15 school board, the plan shall be submitted to the state 

16 commissioner of elections for approval. 

17 4. The area education agency board in reviewing the 

18 petition as provided in sections 275.15 and 275.16 shall 

19 review the proposed method of election of school directors and 

20 may change or amend the plan in any manner, including ehe 

21 ehan9±n9-o£-bo~ndar±e~-o£-d±reeeor-d±~~r±ee~-±£-propo~ed,-or 

22 to specify a different method of electing school directors as 

23 may be required by law, justice, equity, and the interest of 

24 the people. In the action, the area education agency board 

25 shall follow the same procedure as is required by sections 

26 275.15 and 275.16 for other action on the petition by the area 

27 education agency board. ~he-area-ed~ea~±on-8geney-~h8ii 

28 a~eer~a±n-~ha~-d±ree~or-d±~~r±e~-bo~ndary-i±ne~-eompiy-w±~h 

29 ehe-pro~±~±on~-o£-~eee±on-z75~z3A,-~~b~ee~±on-l;-and-~~aii 

30 make-8d;tl~emen~~-a~-neee~~8ry~ 

31 Sec. 57. Section 275.25, subsection 1, unnumbered 

32 paragraph 1, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

33 If the proposition to establish a new school district 

34 carries under the method provided in this chapter, the area 

35 education agency administrator with whom the petition was 
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1 filed shall give written notice of a proposed date for a 

2 special election for directors of the newly formed school 

3 district to the commissioner of elections of the county in the 

4 district involved in the reorganization which has the greatest 

5 taxable base. The proposed date shall be as soon as possible 

6 pursuant to sections 39.2, subsections 1 and 2, and 47.6, 

7 subsections 1 and 2, but not later than the third Tuesday in 

8 January of the calendar year in which the reorganization takes 

9 effect. The election shall be conducted as provided in 

10 section 277.3, and nomination petitions shall be filed 

11 pursuant to section 277.4, except as otherwise p~ovided in 

12 this subsection. Nomination petitions shall be filed with the 

13 secretary of the board of the existing school district in 

14 which the candidate resides7-~ignea-by-not-ie~~-t~8n-ten 

15 eiigibie-eieeto~~-o£-t~e-newiy-£o~mea-ai~t~iet7-8na-£iiea not 

16 less than twenty-eight days before the date set for the 

17 special school election. The ~e~oot secretary of the board, 

18 or the secretary's designee, shall be present in the 

19 secretary's office until five p.m. on the final day to file 

20 the nomination papers. The nomination papers shall be 

21 delivered to the commissioner no later than five p.m. on the 

22 twenty-seventh day before the election. 

23 Sec. 58. Section 275.35, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

24 follows: 

25 275.35 CHANGE OF METHOD OF ELECTIONS. 

26 Any existing or hereafter created or enlarged school 

27 district may change the number of directors to either five or 

28 seven and may also change its method of election of school 

29 directors to any method authorized by section 275.12 by 

30 submission of a proposal, stating the proposed new method of 

31 election 8na-ae~e~ibin9-the-botlna8~ie~-o£-t~e-p~opo~ea 

32 ai~eeto~-ai~t~iet~-i£-8fty, by the school board of such 

33 district to the electors at any regular or special school 

34 election. The school board shall notify the county 

35 commissioner of elections who shall publish notice of the 
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1 election in the manner provided in section 49.53. The 

2 election shall be conducted pursuant to chapters 39 to 53 by 

3 the county commissioner of elections. Such proposal shall be 

4 adopted if it is approved by a majority of the votes cast on 

5 the proposition. 

6 If the proposal adopted by the voters reguires the 

7 establishment of or change in director district boundaries, 

8 the school board shall draw the necessary boundaries within 

9 forty days after the date of the election. The boundaries 

10 shall be drawn according to the requirements of section 

11 275.23A. Following adoption by the school board, the plan 

12 shall be submitted to the state commissioner of elections for 

13 approval. 

14 Sec. 59. Section 275.36, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

15 follows: 

16 275.36 SUBMISSION OF CHANGE TO ELECTORS. 

17 If a petition for a change in the number of directors or in 

18 the method of election of school directors,-d~~er±b±~~-~h~ 

19 botl~der±~s-of-~he-propos~d-d±ree~or-d±~~r±e~~,-±f-eny,-~±~~~d 

20 by-~i±9±bi~-~t~e~or~-of-~h~-sehoo±-d±~~r±e~-e~tle±-±n-ntlmb~r-~o 

21 e~~i~e~~-~hirey-p~re~~~-of-~hos~-who-~oe~d-±n-~he-ie~~ 

22 pre~iotls-en~tle±-~ehoot-~i~eeio~-i~-eh~-~ehooi-di~~r±e~,-btle 

23 no~-±~ss-~ha~-one-htlndr~d-p~rso~s,-e~d-aeeompe~i~d-by 

24 eff±de~±~-es-r~~tl±red-by-s~e~±o~-z~5.±3-be is filed with the 

25 school board of a school district,-~o~-~er±i~r-~ha~-six-mo~~h~ 

26 e~d-no~-iaeer-ehat-s±~ey-sev~~-days-b~for~-a-re9tl±ar-Or 

27 sp~eiai-sehooi-~i~e~io~ pursuant to the requirements of 

28 section 278.2, the school board shall submit such proposition 

29 to the voters at the regular school election or a special 

30 election held not later than February 1. The petition shall 

31 be accompani*by an affidavit as required by section 275.13 . • 32 If a proposition for a change in the number of directors or in 

33 the method of election of school directors submitted to the 

34 voters under this section is rejected, it shall not be 

35 resubmitted to the voters of the district in substantially the 
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1 same form within the next three years; if it is approved, no 

2 other proposal may be submitted to the voters of the district 

3 under this section within the next six years. 

4 If the proposal adopted by the voters requires the 

5 establishment of or a change in director district boundaries 

6 pursuant to section 275.12, subsection 2, paragraph "b", "c", 

7 "d", or "e", the school board shall draw the necessary 

8 boundaries within forty days after the date of the election. 

9 The boundaries shall be drawn according to the requirements of 

10 section 275.23A. Following adoption by the school board, the 

11 plan shall be submitted to the state commissioner of elections 

12 for approval. The new boundaries shall become effective on 

13 July 1 following approval. 

14 Sec. 60. Section 275.37, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

15 follows: 

16 275.37 INCREASE IN NUMBER OF DIRECTORS. 

17 At the next succeeding annual school election in a district 

18 where the number of directors has been increased from five to 

19 seven, and directors are elected at large, there shall be 

20 elected a director to succeed each incumbent director whose 

21 term is expiring in that year, and two additional directors. 

22 Upon organizing as required by section 279.1, the newly 

23 elected director who received the fewest votes in the election 

24 shall be assigned a term of either one year or two years if 

25 necessary in order that as nearly as possible one-third of the 

26 members of the board shall be elected each year. If some or 

27 all directors are elected from director districts, the board 

28 shall assign terms appropriate for the method of election used 

29 by the district. 

30 Sec. 61. NEW SECTION. 275.37A DECREASE IN NUMBER OF 

31 DIRECTORS. 

32 1. A change from seven to five directors shall be effected 

33 in a district at the first regular school election after 

34 authorization by the voters in the following manner: 

35 a. If at the first election in the district there are 
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1 three terms expiring, one director shall be elected. At the 

2 second election in that district, if two terms are expiring, 

3 two directors shall be elected. At the third election in that 

4 district, if there are two terms expiring, two directors shall 

5 be elected. 

6 b. If at the first election there are two terms expiring, 

7 no directors shall· be elected. At the second election in that 

8 district, if two terms are expiring, two directors shall be 

9 elected. At the third election in that district, if there are 

10 three terms expiring, three directors shall be elected, two 

11 for three years and one for one year. The newly elected 

12 director who received the fewest votes in the election shall 

13 be assigned a term of one year. 

14 c. If at the first election there are two terms expiring, 

15 no directors shall be elected. At the second election in that 

16 district, if three terms are expiring, three directors shall 

17 be elected, two for three years and one for two years. The 

18 newly elected director who received the fewest votes in the 

19 election shall be assigned a term of two years. At the third 

20 election in that district, if there are two terms expiring, 

21 two directors shall be elected. 

22 2. If some or all of the directors are elected from 

23 director districts, the board shall devise a plan to reduce 

24 the number of members so that as nearly as possible one-third 

25 of the members of the board shall be elected each year and so 

26 that each district will be continuously represented. 

27 Sec. 62. Section 275.55, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

28 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

29 The board of the school district shall call a special 

30 election to be held not later than forty days following the 

31 date of the final hearing on the dissolution proposal. The 

32 special election may be held at the same time as the regular 

33 school election. The proposition submitted to the voters 

34 residing in the school district at the special election shall 

35 describe each separate area to be attached to a contiguous 
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1 school district and shall name the school district to which it 

2 will be attached. In addition to the description, a map may 

3 be included in the sumnary of the question on the ballot. 

4 Sec. 63. NEW SECTION. 275.57 CHANGING DIRECTOR DISTRICT 

5 BOUNDARIES FOLLOWING DISSOLUTION. 

6 1. If a school district accepting attachments of a 

7 dissolved district is currently divided into director 

8 districts as provided in section 275.12, subsection 2, 

9 paragraph "b", ncR, "d", or "en, the board of directors of the 

10 district shall draft a proposal to incorporate the newly 

11 received territory into existing contiguous director 

12 districts. If the attached territory is contiguous to more 

13 than one director district, the board may divide the territory 

14 and attach it to more than one director district. If 

15 necessary to comply with the population equality standards 

16 prescribed in section 275.23A, the board shall redraw the 

17 boundaries of all director districts according to the 

18 standards provided in section 275.23A, subsection 1, 

19 paragraphs "a", ncR, and "dR. 

20 2. A public hearing on the proposed changes to director 

21 districts shall be held no later than May 15 following the 

22 dissolution. Not less than ten nor more than twenty days 

23 before the public hearing, the board shall publish notice of 

24 the time and place of the hearing. 

25 3. The final plan for the assignment of attached lands and 

26 any other boundary changes made shall be adopted by resolution 

27 of the board. The resolution shall contain a legal 

28 description of the new director district boundaries and a map 

29 of the director district boundaries changed by the resolution. 

30 A copy of the resolution shall be filed with the county 

31 commissioners of elections of each county in which a portion 

32 of the school district is located. The resolution shall also 

33 be filed with the state commissioner of elections not later 

34 than June 15. The boundary changes shall take effect upon 

35 approval by the state commissioner of elections for the next 
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1 regular school election, but not later than July 1. 

2 Sec. 64. Section 277.4, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1999, 

3 is amended to read as follows: 

4 Each candidate shall be nominated by petition. If the 

5 candidate is running for a seat in the district which is voted 

6 for at-large, the petition must be signed by at least ten 

7 eligible electors, or a number of eligible electors equal in 

8 number to not less than one percent of the re9is~ered number 

9 of voters of the schQol district who cast ballots at the last 

10 regular school election, whichever is more. If the candidate 

11 is running for a seat which is voted for only by the voters of 

12 a director district, the petition must be signed by at least 

13 ten eligible electors of the director district or a number of 

14 eligible electors equal in number to not less than one percent 

15 of the re9i~~ered number of voters i~ of the director district 

16 who cast ballots at the last regular school election, 

17 whichever is more. A petition filed under this section shall 

18 be in the form required by sections 45.5 and 45.6, but shall 

19 not be required to have more than one hundred signatures. 

20 Sec. 65. Section 277.23, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

21 follows: 

22 277.23 DIRECTORS -- NUMBER -- CHANGE. 

23 In any district including all O~-p8rt of a city of fifteen 

24 thousand or more population and in any district in which the 

25 voters have authorized seven directors, the board shall 

26 consist of seven members; in all other districts the board 

27 shall consist of five members. 

28 A change from five to seven directors shall be effected in 

29 a district at the first regular election after authorization 

30 by the voters or when a district becomes wholly or in part 

31 within a city of fifteen thousand population or more in the 

32 fottowift~ manner~--ff-~he-~erm-of-o~e-diree~or-of-~he-five-

33 member-bo8rd-ex~ireS-8~-the-time-o£-~8id-re9tti8r-eiee~io~, 

34 ~hree-diree~ors-sh8tt-be-etee~ed-~o-serve-ttn~ii-~he-~hird 

35 re9tttar-etee~io~-~herea£~er~-i£-~he-~erm~-o£-~wo-diree~or~ 
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1 expife-8~-~"e-time-o£-~8id-fe9tt18f-elee~ion,-~hfee-difee~ofs 

2 sn811-be-elee~ed-~o-ser~e-ttn~il-~ne-~hird-re9tt18r-elee~ion 

3 tnefe8£ter-8nd-one-diree~or-~n811-be-elee~ed-to-ser~e-8-term 

4 tne-expir8tion-o£-wnien-eoineides-wi~n-the-expir8e±on-o£-ene 

5 ~erm-o£-~ne-d±ree~or-nere~o£ore-~±n91y-elee~ed described in 

6 section 275.37. 

7 Sec. 66. Section 278.1, subsection 8, Code 1999, is 

8 amended to read as follows: 

9 8. Authorize a change in the method of conducting 

10 elections or in the number of directors as provided in 

11 sections 275.35 and 275.36. If a proposition submitted to the 

12 voters under this sUbsection or subsection 7 is rejected, it 

13 may not be resubmitted to the voters of the district in 

14 substantially the same form within the next three years; if it 

15 is approved, no other proposal may be submitted to the voters 

16 of the district under this subsection or subsection 7 within 

17 the next six years. The establishment or abandonment of 

18 director districts or a change in the boundaries of director 

19 districts shall be implemented as prescribed in section 

20 275.37. 

21 Sec. 67. Section 279.6, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1999, 

22 is amended to read as follows: 

23 Howe~er, A vacancy shall be filled at the next regular 

24 school election if a member of a school board resigns from the 

25 board prior-~o-~ne-~ime-£of-£ilin9-nomin8~ion-p8pers-£or 

26 o££iee-8~-8-senool-bo8rd-member,-8s-pro~ided-in-seet±on-~11.4, 

27 not later than forty-five days before the election and the 

28 notice of resignation specifies ±n-~he-resi9naeion-tn8~-ene 

29 re~±9n8~±on-w±11-be an effective on-~ne date at the beginning 

30 of the next term of office for elective school officials 

31 be9±ns,-ene. The president of the board shall declare the 

32 office vacant as of ~h8~ the date 8nd-nomin8~ion of the next 

33 organizational meeting. Nomination papers shall be received 

34 for the unexpired term of the resigning member. The person 

35 elected at the next regular school election to fill the 

-35-



S.P. H.P. 

1 vacancy shall take office at the same time and place as the 

2 other elected school board members. 

3 Sec. 68. Section 296.3, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

4 follows: 

5 296.3 ELECTION CALLED. 

6 ~he Within ten days of receipt of a petition filed under 

7 section 296.2, the president of the board of directors,-with±n 

8 ten-day~-of-reeeipt-of-e-petition-~nder-~eet±on-~96~~, shall 

9 call a meeting of the board whieh-~haii. The meeting shall be 

10 held within thirty days after the petition was received. At 

11 the meeting, the board shall call the election, fixing the 

12 time of the election, which may be at the time and place of 

13 holding the regular school election,-~nie~~. However, if the 

14 board determines by unanimous vote that the proposition or 

15 propositions requested by a petition to be submitted at an 

16 election are grossly unrealistic or contrary to the needs of 

17 the school district, no election shall be called. If more 

18 than one petition has been received by the time the board 

19 meets to consider the petition triggering the meeting, the 

20 board shall act upon the petitions in the order they were 

21 received at the meeting called to consider the initial 

22 petition. The decision of the board may be appealed to the 

23 state board of education as provided in chapter 290. The 

24 president shall notify the county commissioner of elections of 

25 the time of the election. 

26 Sec. 69. Section 331.207, subsection 2, Code 1999, is 

27 amended to read as follows: 

28 2. The petition shall be filed with the a~ditor county 

29 commissioner by aan~ary June 1 of a-generai-e~eetion an odd-

30 numbered year, subject to subsection 5. The special election 

31 shall be held at-iea~t-one-h~ndred-day~-before-the-primary 

32 eleetion within sixty days after the day the petition was 

33 received. Notice of the special election shall be published 

34 once each week for three successive weeks in an official 

35 newspaper of the county, shall state the representation plans 
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1 to be submitted to the electors, and shall state the date of 

2 the special election which shall be held not less than five 

3 nor more than twenty days from the date of last publication. 

4 Sec. 70. Section 331.207, Code 1999, is amended by adding 

5 the following new subsection: 

6 NEW SUBSECTION. 4A. If the plan adopted by a plurality of 

7 the ballots cast in the special election represents a change 

8 from plan "one" to plan "two" or "three", or from plan "two" 

9 to plan "three", as each plan is defined in section 331.206, 

10 the temporary county redistricting commission shall divide the 

11 county into districts as provided in sections 331.209 and 

12 331.210. The plan shall be completed not later than September 

13 15 following the special election and shall be submitted to 

14 the state commissioner of elections. The plan shall become 

15 effective January 1. 

16 Sec. 71. Section 331.651, subsection 1, unnumbered 

17 paragraph 1, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

18 The office of sheriff is an elective office exee~~-t~a~~ 

19 However, if a vacancy occurs in the office, the first deputy 

20 shall assume the office after qualifying as provided in this 

21 section afto. The first deputy shall hold the office until a 

22 successor is appointed or elected to the unexpired term as 

23 provided in chapter 69. If a sheriff is suspended from 

24 office, the district court may appoint a sheriff until a 

25 temporary appointment is made by the board as provided in 

26 section 66.19. 

27 Sec. 72. Section 336.2, unnumbered paragraphs 3, 4, and 5, 

28 Code 1999, are amended to read as follows: 

29 The board of supervisors of each county containing area 

30 within the proposed district shall submit the ~ro~o~itioft 

31 question to the registered voters within their respective 

32 counties at afty the next general or-primary election ~roy±oed 

33 ~aid-e~eet±oft-oeetlr~. The petition shall be filed not less 

34 than forty eighty-two days after-the-fi%±ft9-of-the-~etitioft 

35 before the election. 
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1 A county library district shall be established, if a 

2 majority of the electors voting on the ~~o~O~±~±Oft question 

3 and residing outside of cities maintaining a free public 

4 library favor it. 

5 The result of the election within cities maintaining a free 

6 public library shall be considered separately, and no city 

7 shall be included within the county library district unless a 

8 majority of its electors, voting on the ~~o~O~±~±Oft question, 

9 favor its inclusion. In such cases the boundaries of an 

10 established district may vary from those of the proposed 

11 district. 

12 Sec. 73. Section 336.16, unnumbered paragraph 4, Code 

13 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

14 A county library district may be terminated if a majority 

15 of the electors of the unincorporated area of the county and 

16 the cities included in the county library district voting on 

17 the issue favor the termination. The election shall be held 

18 upon motion of the board of supervisors and simultaneously 

19 with a ~~±ms~y, general, or other county election. If the 

20 vote favors termination, the termination shall be effective on 

21 the succeeding July 1. 

22 Sec. 74. Section 336.18, subsection 2, Code 1999, is 

23 amended to read as follows: 

24 2. a. Contracts shall provide for the amount to be 

25 contributed. They may, by mutual consent of the contracting 

26 parties, be terminated at any time. They may also be 

27 terminated by a majority of the voters represented by either 

28 of the contracting parties, voting on s-p~oPO~±~±Oft the 

29 question to terminate which shall be submitted by the 

30 governing body upon a written petition of qualified voters in 

31 a number not less than five percent of those who voted in the 

3~ area for president of the United States or governor at the 

33 last general election. 

34 b. The p~opO~±t±Oft question may be submitted at any 

35 election provided by law which covers the area of the unit 
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1 seeking to terminate the contract. The petition shall be 

2 presented to the governing body not less than £orty ten days 

3 before the last day candidates may file nomination petitions 

4 for the election at which the question is to be submitted. 

5 Sec. 75. Section 336.18, subsection 4, paragraphs a, b, 

6 and c, Code 1999, are amended to read as follows: 

7 a. Qualified electors of that part of any county outside 

8 of cities in a number of not less than twenty-five percent of 

9 those in the area who voted for president of the United States 

10 or governor at the last general election may petition the 

11 board of supervisors to submit the propo~itioft question of 

12 requiring the board to provide library service for them and 

13 their area by contract as provided by this section. 

14 b. The board of supervisors shall submit the propo~itioft 

15 question to the voters of the county residing outside of 

16 cities at the next general election,-primary-or-geftera~, 

17 provided-that-the-pet±tioft-ha~-beeft. The petition shall be 

18 filed not less than £orty ten days prior-to-the-date-o£ before 

19 the last day candidates may file nomination petitions for the 

20 election at which the question is to be submitted. 

21 c. If a majority of those voting upon the propo~itioft 

22 question favors it, the board of supervisors shall within 

23 thirty days appoint a board of library trustees from residents 

24 of the petitioning area. Vacancies shall be filled by the 

25 board. 

26 Sec. 76. Section 346.27, subsection 10, Code 1999, is 

27 amended to read as follows: 

28 10. After the incorporation of an authority, and before 

29 the sale of any issue of revenue bonds, except refunding 

30 bonds, the authority shall sttbmit-ift-a-~ift9ie-eottfttywide call 

31 an election to the-re9istered-voters-o£-the-eity-aftd-eottftty, 

32 at-a-geftera~,-primary,-or-~peeia~-e~eetioft-ea~~ed-£or-that 

33 pttrpose, decide the question of whether aft the authority shall 

34 issue and sell revenue bonds,-statift9. The ballot shall state 

35 the amount,-£or-afty of the bonds and the purposes for which it 
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1 the authority is incorporated. Registered voters of the city 

2 and the unincorporated area of the county shall be entitled to 

3 vote on the question. The question may be submitted at a 

4 general election or at a special election. An affirmative 

5 vote of a majority of the votes cast on the propo~±t±on 

6 question is required to authorize the issuance and sale of 

7 revenue bonds. 

8 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. A In addition to the notice required by 

9 section 49.53, a notice of the election shall be published 

10 once each week for at least two weeks in some newspaper 

11 published in the county stating the date of the election, the 

12 hours the polls will be open, and a copy of the question. ~he 

13 not±ee-~heti-neme-the-t±me-when-the-~~e~t±on-~heii-be 

14 ~~bm±tted,-end-e-eopy-of-the-q~e~t±on-to-be-~~bm±tted-~haii-be 

15 po~ted-at-eeeh-poli±ng-pieee-d~r±n9-the-dey-of-eieet±on~ The 

16 authority 'shall call this election with the concurrence of 

17 both incorporating units,-end-±t-~haii-e~tebi±~h-the-~ot±ng 

18 pree±net~-and-poil±n9-pieee~,-and-eppo±nt-the-eieet±on-;~dge~, 

19 end-±n-~o-do±ng-~~eh-eieet±on-proeed~re~-~heli-be. The 

20 election shall be conducted by the commissioner in accordance 

21 with the provisions of chapters 49 and 50. 

22 Sec. 77. Section 346.27, subsection 25, Code 1999, is 

23 amended to read as follows: 

24 25. When all bonds issued by an authority have been 

25 retired, the authority may convey the title to the property 

26 owned by the authority to the incorporating units in 

27 accordance with the provisions therefor contained in the 

28 articles of incorporation,-or,-±f-none,. If no articles of 

29 incorporation exist, the conveyance may be made in accordance 

30 with any agreement adopted by the respective governing bodies 

31 of the incorporating units, and the authority. 

32 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. The propo~±t±on question of whether a 

33 conveyance shall be made shall be submitted to the iegei 

34 registered voters of the city and the unincorporated area of 

35 the county,-~t±l±z±n9-the-eieet±on-proeed~re~-pro~±ded-for 
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1 bo~o-i~8tt~~7-8~O-8~. An affirmative vote equal to at least a 

2 majority of the total votes cast on the p~opo~itio~ guestion 

3 shall be required to authorize the conveyance. If the 

4 p~opo~itio~ guestion does not carry, the authority shall 

5 continue to operate, maintain, and manage the building under a 

6 lease arrangement with the incorporating units. 

7 Sec. 78. Section 372.9, subsection 2, Code 1999, is 

8 amended to read as follows: 

9 2. When a charter is filed, the council and mayor shall 

10 notify the county commissioner of elections to publish notice 

11 containing the full text of the proposed home rule charter, a 

12 description of any other form of government being presented to 

13 the voters, and the date of the election, and to conduct the 

14 election. The notice shall be published at least twice in the 

15 manner provided in section 362.3, except that the publications 

16 must occur within sixty days of the filing of the home rule 

17 charter, with a two-week interval between each publication. 

18 The council shall provide copies of a proposed charter for 

19 public distribution by the city clerk. 

20 Sec. 79. Section 372.13, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code 

21 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

22 b. By a special election held to fill the office for the 

23 remaining balance of the unexpired term. If the council opts 

24 for a special election or a valid petition is filed under 

25 paragraph "a", the special election may be held concurrently 

26 with any pending election as provided by section 69.12 if by 

27 so doing the vacancy will be filled not more than ninety days 

28 after it occurs. Otherwise, a special election to fill the 

29 office shall be called at the earliest practicable date. If 

30 there are concurrent vacancies on the council and the 

31 remaining council members do not constitute a quorum of the 

32 full membership, a special election shall be called at the 

33 earliest practicable date. The council shall give the county 

34 commissioner at least sixty days' written notice of the date 

35 chosen for the special election. The council of a city where 
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1 a primary election may be required shall give the county 

2 commissioner at least eighty-five days' written notice of the 

3 date chosen for the special election. A special election held 

4 under this subsection is subject to sections 376.4 through 

5 376.11, but the dates for actions in relation to the special 

6 election shall be calculated with regard to the date for which 

7 the special election is called. 

8 Sec. 80. Section 376.2, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1999, 

9 is amended to read as follows: 

10 Except as otherwise provided by state law or the city 

11 charter, terms for elective offices are two years. However, 

12 the term of an elective office may be changed to two or four 

13 years by petition and election. Upon receipt of a valid 

14 petition as defined in section 362.4, requesting that the term 

15 of an elective office be changed, the council shall submit the 

16 question at a special city election to be held within sixty 

17 days after the petition is received. The special election 

18 shall be held more than ninety days before the regular city 

19 election if the change shall go into effect at the next 

20 regular city election. If a majority of the persons voting at 

21 the special election approves the changed term, it becomes 

22 effective at the beginning of the term following the next 

23 regular city election. If a majority does not approve the 

24 changed term, the council shall not submit the same proposal 

25 to the voters within the next four years. 

26 Sec. 81. Section 376.6, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1999, 

27 is amended to read as follows: 

28 Each city clerk shall certify to the commissioner of 

29 elections responsible under section 47.2 for conducting 

30 elections for that city the type of nomination process to be 

31 used for the city no later than ~e~eney-~e~en ninety days 

32 before the date of the regular city election. If the city has 

33 by ordinance chosen a runoff election or has chosen to have 

34 nominations made in the manner provided by chapter 44 or 45, 

35 or has repealed nomination provisions under those sections in 
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1 preference for the primary election method, a copy of the city 

2 ordinance shall be attached. No changes in the method of 

3 nomination to be used in a city shall be made after the clerk 

4 has filed the certification with the commissioner, unless the 

5 change will not take effect until' after the next regular city 

6 election. 

7 Sec. 82. Section 422A.l, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code 

8 1999, is amended to read as follows: 

9 A city or county shall impose a hotel and motel tax or 

10 increase the tax rate, only after an election at which a 

11 majority of those voting on the question favors imposition or 

12 increase. However, a hotel and motel tax shall not be 

13 repealed or reduced in rate if obligations are outstanding 

14 which are payable as provided in section 422A.2, unless funds 

15 sufficient to pay the principal, interest, and premium, if 

16 any, on the outstanding obligations at and prior to maturity 

17 have been properly set aside and pledged for that purpose. 

18 The election shall be held at the time of ~ha~-e±ty~~ the 

19 regular city election or the county's general election or at 

20 the time of a special election. 

21 Sec. 83. Sections 62.5 and 62.8, Code 1999, are repealed. 

22 EXPLANATION 

23 Code section 39.2 is amended to prohibit holding other 

24 elections at the same time as a city primary or runoff 

25 elections. 

26 Code section 39.3 is amended to add to the definition of 

27 "school election" any special elections held for school 

28 district purposes. 

29 New Code section 39.5 authorizes the commissioner to 

30 conduct only elections that are required or allowed by state 

31 statute, thereby ruling out straw polls, public opinion polls, 

32 nonbinding referenda, and other unauthorized elections from 

33 being conducted as official elections. 

34 Code section 39.26 is amended to require all candidates for 

35 public office to be eligible electors at the time of election. 
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1 Code section 39.27 is amended to require all elected 

2 officials, except members of the general assembly, United 

3 States senators, and United States representatives, to be 

4 eligible electors and residents of the jurisdiction they are 

5 elected to represent. 

6 Code sections 43.14 and 43.15 are amended to remove from 

7 the Code archaic and repetitive language currently required to 

8 appear on nomination petitions and provides that the state 

9 commissioner shall prescribe the form for the petition, 

10 listing the information that must be included. Standards for 

11 evaluating nomination papers are also expanded to incorporate 

12 current practices in the state commissioner's office. 

13 Code section 43.27 is amended to permit the county 

14 commissioner of elections to code ballots by color for the 

15 primary election. 

16 Code section 43.45 is amended to provide canvass procedures 

17 for each type of voting system in use in the state. 

16 Code section 43.48 is amended to add voting system 

19 printouts to the information required to be available to the 

20 public during the time period between the primary election and 

21 the county canvass of votes. 

22 Code section 44.4 is amended to conform this section to 

23 other filing deadlines for the same election. 

24 Code sections 45.5 and 45.6 are amended to provide specific 

25 requirements for the form of nomination petitions and 

26 standards for their review and rejection. These are similar 

27 to the requirements of Code chapter 43 for primary elections. 

28 Code section 48A.9 is amended to change the voter 

29 registration deadline for the primary election from 10 days 

30 before the election to 11 days before the election. The 

31 section is also amended to permit moving the registration 

32 deadline to the next Monday following Thanksgiving. 

33 Code sections 48A.27 and 48A.29 are amended to require that 

34 voters show a form of identification to prove identity, rather 

35 than to prove residence. 
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1 Code section 48A.28 is amended to specify that the form and 

2 language of a voter registration confirmation notice shall be 

3 prescribed by rule. 

4 Code section 49.30 is amended to allow separate ballots for 

5 township offices in precincts using electronic voting systems. 

6 Code section 49.31 is amended to require that the position 

7 of names of candidates for nonpartisan offices on the general 

8 election ballot be drawn by lot and rotated once. 

9 Code section 49.57 is amended to remove the size 

10 specifications for the voting target on paper ballots. 

11 Code section 49.64 is amended to remove the mathematical 

12 formula for calculating the number of ballots to be delivered 

13 to polling places for primary and general elections. The 

14 section is amended to permit the commissioner to make the 

15 decision based upon voter registration figures, previous 

16 turnout, the content of the ballot, and other local political 

17 conditions. 

18 Code section 49.70 is amended to change the title of the 

19 instructions posted in the polling places from "Card of 

20 Instructions" to "Instructions for voters". 

21 Code section 49.73 is amended to permit the commissioner to 

22 shorten voting hours for cities under 3,500 population and for 

23 the unincorporated areas voting on local option sales tax 

24 elections. The amendment to the section also provides that 

25 contiguous cities voting on a local option sales tax shall 

26 have the same hours. 

27 Code section 49.79 is amended to specify that a registered 

28 voter, rather than an elector, may challenge a voter as 

29 unqualified. 

30 Code section 49.81 changes the form of the notice issued to 

31 a challenged voter to provide for the fact that not all 

32 meetings of the special precinct board will convene at the 

33 same time. 

34 Code section 49.96 is amended to provide that if a voter 

35 marks a straight party or organization ticket and also marks 
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1 the voting targets next to the names of one or more candidates 

2 of the same party or organization, only the votes cast 

3 separately for individual candidates shall be counted. 

4 Code section 50.11 is amended to provide for electronic 

5 transmission of election results from the precinct to the 

6 courthouse. The amendment to the section also requires the 

7 state commissioner of elections to adopt rules and the board 

8 of examiners to approve the transmission devices. 

9 Code section 50.12 is amended to explicitly state that 

10 sealed ballot packages may not be opened except for a recount, 

11 election contest, or to destroy the ballots. 

12 Code section 50.48 is amended to provide a method to 

13 calculate whether a bond is needed for offices to which more 

14 than one person is elected. The amendment also provides 

15 all persons declared elected may appoint members of the 

16 recount board. 

17 Code section 50.49 is amended to provide a formula for 

18 recount bond calculations for public measure elections 

19 requiring 60 percent approval. 

20 Code section 50.50 is amended to add counting errors 

that 

21 reported by the precinct election officials to the reasons for 

22 calling for an administrative recount. 

23 Code section 52.37 is amended to allow two couriers to pick 

24 up ballots for central county precincts. The two couriers 

25 must be of two different political parties. 

26 New Code section 52.41 is enacted to provide that all 

27 devices for the electronic transmission of election results 

28 submitted for examination after January 1, 2000, be approved 

29 by the state commissioner with the advice of the board of 

30 examiners for voting machines and electronic voting systems. 

31 Code section 53.8 is amended to require the inclusion of 

32 secrecy envelopes with absentee ballots delivered to voters 

33 unless the ballot can be folded to conceal all of the voter's 
34 marks. 

35 New Code section 53.10 is enacted to separate those Code 
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1 provisions providing for absentee voting in the county 

2 commissioner's office from the provisions for satellite 

3 absentee voting in Code section 53.11. The new section 

4 prohibits electioneering within 30 feet of the courthouse 

5 during absentee voting. This prohibition currently applies 

6 only to satellite absentee voting stations. The bill makes 

7 corresponding amendments to Code section 53.11. 

8 Code section 53.18 is amended to make a complete reference 

9 to the absentee and special voters precinct board. 

10 Code section 53.19 is amended to remove the requirement 

11 that a voter who requested, but did not receive, an absentee 

12 ballot sign an affidavit to that effect before being allowed 

13 to cast a special ballot. 

14 Code section 53.30 is amended to provide that the absentee 

15 and special voters precinct board must seal the ballots after 

16 counting, and specifies that all envelopes and other documents 

17 must be preserved. 

18 Code section 53.38 is amended to permit the federal 

19 postcard registration and absentee ballot request form to be 

20 used as a voter registration form in Iowa. Currently, members 

21 of the military and Iowa citizens who are overseas register to 

22 vote when they cast absentee ballots. This would permit the 

23 commissioner to add these voters to the registration roles 

24 before the election, if sufficient information was supplied on 

25 the federal postcard registration and absentee ballot request 

26 form. Military and overseas voters may request ballots for 

27 all elections held in a calendar year. 

28 Code section 53.40 is amended to require the commissioner 

29 of the overseas voter's residence to forward a copy of a 

30 voter's request for an absentee ballot to any other 

31 commissioner who may conduct an election in which the person 

32 is qualified to vote. 

33 Code section 57.1 is amended to add to the list of grounds 

34 for contesting an election that the question or office was not 

35 authorized or required by law to be voted upon at the election 
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1 in question. 

2 Code sections 62.5 and 62.8, relating to the requirements 

3 for filing a statement to contest an election, are repealed 

4 and replaced with new Code section 62.5A. The new section 

5 also provides that the deadline for contesting an election if 

6 a recount changes the result is 20 days after the winner of 

7 the recount is declared. 
8 Code section 69.2 is amended to provide a method for 

9 determining and declaring a vacancy in a local appointive or 

10 elective office. 

11 Code section 69.12 is amended to prohibit vacancies in 

12 office being filled at the primary election. Other provisions 

13 of the Code specify that partisan offices are filled at the 

14 general election or at special elections. The section is also 

15 amended to correct an internal reference in the Code relating 

16 to the candidate filing deadlines for city offices in cities 

17 with a primary election. 

18 Code section 69.14A is amended to prohibit filling a 

19 vacancy in a county office at a special election held between 

20 the primary and the general election if a nomination to fill 

21 that office was made at the primary election. 

22 Code section 176A.8 is amended by striking the paragraph 

23 requiring agriculture extension councils to publish notice of 

24 the general election ballot at the councils' expense. 

25 Publication is statutorily required as part of the county 

26 commissioner of elections' duties. 

27 Code section l76A.8 is also amended to change the 

28 qualifications of signers of nomination petitions for 

29 candidates for agriculture extension councils in order to be 

30 uniform throughout the Code section. 

31 Code section 256.63 is amended to permit counties to 

32 canvass regional library board elections at regular meetings 

33 of the board of supervisors. 

34 Code section 256.64 is amended to remove a requirement that 

35 vacancies on regional library boards may only be filled by 
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1 inactive when the voter is believed to have moved from the 

2 county of registration and the registrant does not respond to 

3 a request to verify status. 

4 Code sections 277.23 and 278.1 are amended to make the 

5 provisions of Code section 275.37 relating to implementation 

6 of a change to increase the number of director districts 

7 applicable to all changes increasing the membership of school 

8 boards. 

9 Code section 277.23 is also amended to require that a 

10 school district with all of a city with population of 15,000 

l~ or more located in the district must have seven directors on 

12 the board. Current law requires seven directors if only a 

13 part of a city with population of 15,000 or more is located in 

14 the district. 

15 Code section 279.6 is amended to provide that the deadline 

16 for submission of a resignation if the office is to appear on 

17 the ballot at the next regular school election is not later 

18 than 45 days before the election. 

19 Code section 296.3 is amended to require that, within 10 

20 days after receiving a petition for a bond election, the 

21 president of the school board call a meeting of the board to 

22 set an election date. The section is also amended to require 

23 that the meeting be held within 30 days of receipt of the 

24 petition. If more than one petition is received, the board 

25 must consider them in the order they were received. 

26 Code section 331.207 is amended to revise the schedule for 

27 special elections to change the method of electing members of 

28 the county board of supervisors. The amendment requires that 

29 the petition be filed by June 1, that the election be held 

30 within 60 days after filing of the petition, and that a plan 

31 be drawn by September 15. Current law requires that all of 

32 these requirements be fulfilled between January and February. 

33 Code section 331.651 is amended to provide that, in the 

34 case of a vacancy in the office of county sheriff, the first 

35 deputy sheriff shall hold the office of sheriff until a 
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1 successor is appointed or elected. Current Code provides only 

2 that the deputy shall serve until another sheriff is 

3 appointed. 

4 Code sections 336.2, 336.16, and 336.18 are amended to move 

5 the filing deadline for petitions to establish or terminate a 

6 county library district from 40 days before the general 

7 election to 82 days before the general election. The sections 

8 are also amended to strike the provision permitting the 

9 question to establish or terminate a county library district 

10 to be placed on the primary election ballot. 

11 Code section 346.27 is amended to strike the provision 

12 permitting the question of issuance of county bonds and 

13 conveyance of title to property to be placed on the primary 

14 election ballot. 

15 Code section 372.9 is amended to provide that the full text 

16 of a proposed home rule charter or alternative form of 

17 government proposal and the date of the election on the 

18 charter or alternative form must be included in the published 

19 notice of the election. 

20 Code section 372.13 is amended to require the city council 

21 of a city with a primary election to notify the county 

22 commissioner of elections of the date of a special election to 

23 fill a vacancy in a city office at least 85 days before the 

24 date chosen. 

25 Code section 376.2 is amended to require a special election 

26 to change the length of the terms of elected city officers be 

27 held more than 90 days before the regular city election if the 

28 changed terms are to be effective for offices filled at that 

29 election. 

30 Code section 376.6 is amended to change the deadline for 

31 city clerks to notify the county auditor of the type of 

32 nomination process to be used for city elections. The 

33 amendment changes the deadline from 77 days before the 

34 election to 90 days before the election. 

35 Code section 422A.l is amended to refer to the regular city 
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1 election, rather than the city general election. 
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SENATE CLIP SHEET APRIL 7, 1999 

HOUSE FILE 656 
-3294 
1 Amend House File 656 as follows: 
2 1. Page 26, by insertlng after line 8, the 
3 following: 
4 "Sec. 100. Section 69.12, unnumbered paragraph 1, 
5 Code 1999, is amended to read as follows: 
6 When a vacancy occurs in any nonpartisan elective 
7 office of a political subdivision of this state, and 
8 the statutes governing the office in which the vacancy 
9 occurs require that it be filled by election or are 

10 silent as to the method of filling the vacancy, it 
11 shall be filled pursuant to this section. As used in 
12 this section, "pending election" means any election at 
13 which there will be on the ballot either the office in A 14 which the vacancy exists, or any other office to be 
15 filled o~-any-ptlblie-qtle~~ion-~o-be-deeided by the 
16 voters of the same political subdivision in which the 
17_ vacancy exists." 

----~1~8~ 2. Page 43, by inserting after line 21 the 
19 following: 
20 "Sec. Section 100 of this Act, being deemed p 21 of immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment." 
22 3. Title page, line 4, by inserting after the 
23 word "laws" the following: ", and providing an 
24 immediate effective date". 
25 4. By renumbering as necessary. 

By SHELDON RITTMER 

S-3294 FILED APRIL 6, 1999 
A-I-L3M/~~~....J 

~-~~ 0" (P. /1IOnSE FILE 656 
S-3295 

1 Amend House File 656, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 34, by striking lines 30 and 31, and 
4 inserting the following: "by the voters or when a 
5 district beeome~-w~olly-o~-in-pe~~-wi~~in includes all 
6 of a city of fifteen thousand population or more in 
7 the". 

By SHELDON RITTMER 

S-3295 FILED APRIL 6, 1999 

Page as 



SENAT2 CLIP SnLET 

BOUSE FILE 656 
S-3254 

1 Amend House Fi Ie 656, as passed by the ,~ouse, as 
2 follows; 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 23 and 24: and 
4 inserting the following: "state shall be ~n eligible 
5 elector. The official shall be a resident of the". 
6 2. Page 1, line 27, by inserting after the word 
7 "exercised" the following: "for a period of time 
8 beginning with the date the candidate files an 
9 affidavit of candidacy for the office to tne date of 

10 the election at which the office is to be filled". 
By MIKE CONNOLLY 

S-3254 FILED APRIL 6, 1999 
¥/P t.I/I?r,JI:f 9 (Y? /;J..et3) 

HOUSE FILE 656 
S-3255 

I Amend House 
follows: 

File 656, as passed by the House, as 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

1. Page 1, by striking lines 23 through 27 and 
inserting the following: "state shall be an eligible 
elector. An elected official shall be a resident of 
the state, district, county, township, city, or ward 
by or for which the person was elected, or in which 
the duties of the office are to be exercised, for 
sixty days before the date of the election at which 
the office is to be filled. An elected official 
shall". 

By MIKE CONNOLLY 

S-3255 FILED APRIL 6, 1999 
( p. 3) ad .... ~~ - Lf~t..1, _9'1 
~ l~ ----T~ BOUSE FILE 656 

S-3256 
1 Amend House 

follows: 
File 656, as passed by the House, as 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

1. Page 1, by striking lines 23 and 24 and 
inserting the following: "state shall be an eligible 
elector. The official shall be a resident of the". 

2. Page 1, line 27, by striking the word 
"exercised" and inserting the following: "exercised, 
as of the date of the election at which the office is 
to be filled". 

By MIKE CONNOLLY 
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HOUSE FILE 656 
5-3486 

1 Amend the amendment, 5-3479, to House File 656, as 
2 passed by the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 26, the 
4 following: 
5 .. Page 14, by inserting after line 23, the 
6 following: 
7 "Sec. Section 49.88, Code 1999, is amended to 
8 read as follows: 
9 49.88 LIMITATION ON PERSONS IN BOOTH AND TIME FOR 

10 VOTING. 
11 No more than one person shall be allowed to occupy 
12 any voting booth at any time. No person shall occupy 
13 such booth for more than three minutes to cast a vote. 
14 Nothing in this section shall prohibit assistance to 
15 voters under section 49.90. Nothing in this section 
16 shall prohibit a voter from taking the voter's minor 
17 children into the voting booth with the voter."" 

By JOHNIE HAMMOND 
BILL FINK 
JOE BOLKCOM 

5-3486 

~~-lao 
.::> f;Q / e'JE=V 

FILED APRIL 26, 1999 

HOUSE FILE 656 
5-3479 

1 Amend House File 656, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 13, by inserting after line 31, the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. Section 49.73, subsection 2, Code 1999, 
6 is amendea-to read as follows: 
7 2. The commissioner shall not shorten voting hours 
8 for any election if there is filed in the 
9 commissioner's office, at least twenty-five days 

10 before the election, a petition signed by at least 
11 fifty eligible electors of the school district or 
12 city, as the case may be, requesting that the polls be 
13 opened not later than seven o'clock a.m. All polling 
14 places where the candidates of or any public question 
15 submitted by anyone political subdivision are being 
16 voted upon shall be opened at the same hour, except 
17 that this requirement shall not apply to merged areas 
18 established under chapter 260C. The hours at which 
19 the respective precinct polling places are to open 
20 shall not be changed after puolication of the notice 
21 required by section 49.53. The polling places shall 
22 be closed at nine-o~etoe~ eight p.m. for ~eaee-p~±m6~y 
23 and-9~n~~ai-~t~eeion~-and-oe~e~-pare±~a"-et~ee±on~7 
24 and-fo~-a"y-oe~e~-eteee±o"-~~td-eonett~~~ntty 
25 e~~~ewieh7-and-ae-ei9he-o~etoek-p7m7-fo~ all oehe~ 

6 elections." 
7 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

~~ J ~~/ By RICHARD F. DRAKE 
W~~ /.:.! (} a ~ SHELDON RITTMER 

{P, {0.33 
5-3479 FILED APR1L 26, 1 99 
DEFERRED 
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HOUSE FILE 656 
S-3481 

1 Amend House File 656, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 21, by striking lines 11 through 25. 
4 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

lAJ I V 11 ( ) 0 0 rf. I O~ ~ 
5-3481 FILED APRIL 26, 1999 

By JEFF ANGELO 
JOHN P. KIBBlE 

HOUSE FILE 656 
S-3483 

1 Amend House File 656, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 16, by inserting after line 18 the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. Section 50.19, unnumbered paragraph 2, 
6 Code 1999~s amended to read as follows: 
7 Material pertaining to elections for federal 
8 offices, including voted ballots, precinct election 
9 registers, declarations of eligibility signed by 

10 voters, documents relating to absentee ballots, and 
11 challenges of voters, shall be preserved for twenty-
12 two months after the election. If a contest is not 
13 pending the materials may be destroyed at the end of 
14 the retention period. 
15 Sec. ___ Section 50.19, Code 1999, is amended by 
16 adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 
17 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Unvoted ballots for all 
18 elections may be destroyed ten days following the 

Page 6 

19 deadline to contest the election for which the ballots 
20 were prepared or the day after final determination of 
21 all pending contests of the election for which the 
22 ballots were prepared, whichever is later." 
23 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

lflJ / ~ I' )&(P. IO~) 
S-3483 FrLED APRIL 26, 1999 

By JOHN P. KIBBlE 
SHELDON RITTMER 

HOUSE FILE 656 
S-3484 

1 Amend House File 656, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 33 and 34 and 
4 inserting the following: "representatives in 
5 Congress." 

By MERLIN E. BARTZ 

S-3484 FILED APRIL 26, 1999 

• 

• 

• 
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HOUSE FILE 656 
3493 

1 Amend House File 656, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 15, by inserting after line 7 the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. Section 49.109, Code 1999, is amended 
6 to read as-Iollows: 
7 49.109 EMPLOYEES ENTITLED TO TIME TO VOTE. 
S Any person entitled to vote at an election in this 
9 state who-doe~-~o~-he~e-~hree-eo~~eett~i~e-hottrs-i~-~he 

10 period-be~wee~-~he-~iMe-or-~he-ope~i~9-e~d-~he-~~me-or 
11 ~he-e±osi~9-or-~he-polis-dttri~9-whieh-~he-perso~-is 
12 ~o~-reqttired-~o-be-prese~~-e~-work-ror-e~-employer, is 
13 entitled to stteh up to two hours of time off from work 
14 ~ime to vote es-will-i~-eddi~ion-~o-~he-perso~~s 
15 ~o~workin9-time-~o~el-~hree-eonseett~i~e-hottrs-dttri~9 
16 ~he-~iMe-~he-polls-ere-ope~. Appliee~io~-by-e~y 
17 employee-ror-stteh-ebsenee-shell-be-Mede-i~di~idttelly 
18 end-i~-w~iti~9-P~io~-to-the-dete-or-~he-eleetion,-e~d 
19 ~he-employer-shell-desi9ne~e-~he-period-or-~ime-~o-be 
20 ~eke~. The employee is not liable to any penalty nor 
21 shall any deduction be made from the person's regular 
22 salary or wages on account of such absence." 
23 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

By MICHAEL E. GRONSTAL 

3493 FILE9 APRIL 27, 1999 
~AJ if/511J I) (p /03.3) 

\ notJSE FILE 656 
S-3495 

1 Amend the amendment, S-3479, to House File 656, as 
2 passed by the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 26, by inserting after the word 
4 "elections." the following: "However, the polling 
5 places in a county shall remain open until 9:00 p.m. 
6 for any state primary and general elections and other 
7 partisan elections if by 7:00 p.m. on election day 
8 less than twenty-two percent of the registered voters 
9 in the county have cast a ballot." 

Q' /A /// -----~ , By MARK SHEARER 
,/U "-/.5 /d-6 T! /(/~ 

S-3495 FILED AP IL 27, 1999 

HOUSE FILE 656 
S-3153 

1 Amend House File 656, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 16 through 19. 
4 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

Page 16 

k~ 1/;lI,,/ff 
By COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT 

SHELDON RITTMER, CHAIRPERSON 

S-3153 FILED MARCH 25, 1999 



HOUSE FILE 656 
5-3491 

1 Amend the amendment, S-3479, to House File 656, as 
2 passed by the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 26, by inserting after the word 
4 "elections." the following: "For state primary and 
5 general elections and other partisan elections, the 
6 polls in a county shall remain open until 9 p.m. if 
7 there is filed in the commissioner's office, at least 
8 twenty-five days before the election, a petition 
9 signed by at least fifty eligible electors of the 

10 county requesting that the polls be opened until 9 
11 E..:.!!!..:. " 

() 0/:;,110 ( f. I 03 'J 
S-3491 FILED AP~L 27, 1999 

By JOE BOLKCOM 
ROBERT E. DVORSKY 
MATT McCOY 

HOUSE FILE 656 
S-3492 

1 Amend the amendment, S-3479, to House File 656, as 
2 passed by the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 26, by inserting after the word 
4 "elections." the following: "However, for any state 
5 primary election, general election, or other partisan 
6 election, if during such election any voters in any 
7 polling place in the county must wait at least thirty 
8 minutes to cast a ballot, the polls shall be required 
9 to remain open until 9 p.m. at every polling place in 

10 the county at the next following state primary 
11 election, general election, or other partisan 
12 election." 

By MICHAEL E. GRONSTAL 

S-3492 FILED APRIL 27, 1999 

0/ () 
t//:/OO 

o I oeP) 
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HOUSE FILE 656 
S-5131 

1 Amend House File 656, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 9 through 12. 
4 2. Page 1, by inserting before line 13 the 
5 following: 
6 "Sec. Section 39.3, Code 1999, is amended by 
7 adding the following new subsection: 
8 NEW SUBSECTION. 17. "Written" and "in writing" 
9 may include any mode of representing words or letters 

10 in general use. A signature, when required by law, 
11 must be made by the writing or markings of the person 
12 whose signature is required. If a person is unable 
13 due to a physical disability to make a written 
14 signature or mark, that person may substitute either 
15 of the following in lieu of a signature required by 
16 law: 
17 a. The name of the person with a disability 
18 written by another upon the request and in the 
19 presence of the person with a disability. 
20 b. A rubber stamp reproduction of the name or 
21 facsimile of the actual signature of the person with a 
22 disability when adopted by that person for all 
23 purposes requiring a signature and then only when 
24 affixed by that person or another upon the request and 
25 in the presence of the person with a disability." 
26 3. Page 2, line 5, by striking the word 
27 "fourteen" and inserting the following: "eleven". 
28 4. Page 7, line 21, by striking the word 
29 "fourteen" and inserting the following: "eleven". 
30 5. Page 9, by striking lines 25 through 34. 
31 6. Page 11, by inserting after line 31 the 
32 following: 
33 "Sec. Section 48A.30, subsection 1, paragraph 
34 a, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows: 
35 a. The registered voter dies. For the purposes of 
36 this subsection, the commissioner may accept as 
37 evidence of death a notice from the state registrar of 
38 vital statistics forwarded by the state registrar of 
39 voters, a written statement from a member of the 
40 registered voter's household, an obituary in a 
41 newspaper, a written statement from an election 
42 official, or a notice from the elerk-o£-~he-d±~~rie~ 
43 eOtlr~-±ft county recorder of the county where the 
44 registered voter died." 
45 7. Page 12, by striking lines 10 through 12, and 
46 inserting the following: "withdrawals by candidates 
47 for the general election." 
48 8. Page 14, by inserting after line 23, the 
49 following: 
50 "Sec. 
S-5131 

Section 49.84, Code 1999, is amended by 
-1-
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5-5131 
Page 2 

1 adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 
2 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. This section does not 
3 prohibit a voter from taking minor children into the 
4 voting booth with the voter. 
5 Sec. Section 49.88, Code 1999, is amended by 
6 adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 
7 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. This section does not 
8 prohibit a voter from taking minor children into the 
9 voting booth with the voter." 

10 9. Page 17, by striking lines 8 through 14. 
11 10. Page 18, line 35, by striking the figure 
12 "2000," and inserting the following: "2001,". 
13 11. Page 27, by striking lines 13 and 14. 
14 12. Page 34, by striking lines 2 through 19. 
15 13. Page 43, by inserting after line 21, the 
16 following: 
17 "Sec. • EFFECTIVE DATE. The sections of this 
18 Act which-amend sections 43.14, 45.5, and 45.6, take 
19 effect January 1, 2001." 
20 14. Title page, line 4, by inserting after the 
21 word "laws" the following: "and providing an 
22 effective date". 
23 15. By renumbering as necessary. 

By SHELDON RITTMER 

8-5131 FOILED MARCH 13, 2000 

~ '/-S- .--0 0 

(r IV3"'j 
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HOUSE FILE 656 
5-5132 

1 Amend House File 656, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 12, by inserting before line 13, the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. Section 49.53, unnumbered paragraph 1, 
6 Code 1999;-1s amended to read as follows: 
7 The commissioner shall not less than four nor more 
8 than twenty days before the day of each election, 
9 except those for which different publication 

10 requirements are prescribed by law, publish notice of 
11 the election. The notice shall contain a facsimile of 
12 the portion of the ballot containing the first 
13 rotation as prescribed by section 49.31, sUbsection 2, 
14 and shall show the names of all candidates or nominees 
15 and the office each seeks, and all public questions, 
16 to be voted upon at the election. The sample ballot 
17 published as a part of the notice may at the 
18 discretion of the commissioner be reduced in size 
19 relative to the actual ballot but such reduction shall 
20 not cause upper case letters appearing on the 
21 published sample ballot to be less than £i~e-ehirey-
22 sixehs-o£-8n-ineh-high-in-e8ndid8ees~-n8me~-or-in 
23 ~tlmm8rie~-o£-ptlbiie-me8Stlre~ the minimum type sizes 
24 reguired in section 49.57. The notice shall also 
25 state the date of the election, the hours the polls 
26 will be open, the location of each polling place at 
27 which voting is to occur in the election, the location 
28 of the polling places designated as early ballot pick-
29 up sites, and the names of the precincts voting at 
30 each polling place, but the statement need not set 
31 forth any fact which is apparent from the portion of 
32 the ballot appearing as a part of the same notice. 
33 The notice shall include the full text of all public 
34 measures to be voted upon at the election. The notice 
35 shall also include notice of testing required pursuant 
36 to sections 52.9, 52.35, and 52.38." 
37 2. Page 16, by inserting after line 18 the 
38 following: 
39 "Sec. Section 50.19, unnumbered paragraph 2, 
40 Code 1999;-1s amended to read as follows: 
41 Material pertaining to elections for federal 
42 offices, including voted ballots, precinct election 
43 registers, declarations of eligibility signed by 
44 voters, documents relating to absentee ballots, and 
45 challenges of voters, shall be preserved for twenty-
46 two months after the election. If a contest is not 
47 pending the materials may be destroyed at the end of 
48 the retention period. 
49 Sec. Section 
50 adding the following 
5-5132 

50.19, Code 1999, is amended by 
new unnumbered paragraph: 
-1-
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1 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Unvoted ballots for all 
2 elections may be destroyed ten days following the 
3 deadline to contest the election for which the ballots 
4 were prepared or the day after final determination of 
5 all pending contests of the election for which the 
6 ballots were prepared, whichever is later." 
7 3. Page 19, by inserting after line 1, the 
8 following: 
9 Sec. Section 53.2, unnumbered paragraph 1, 

10 Code 1999;-is amended to read as follows: 
11 Any registered voter, under the circumstances 
12 specified in section 53.1, may on any day, except 
13 election day, and not more than seventy days prior to 
14 the date of the election, apply in person for an 
15 absentee ballot at the commissioner's office or at any 
16 location designated by the commissioner, or make 
17 written application to the commissioner for an 
18 absentee ballot. However, for those elections in 
19 which the commissioner directs the polls be opened at 
20 noon pursuant to section 49.73, a voter may apply in 
21 person for an absentee ballot at the commissioner's 
22 uffice from eight a.m. until eleven a.m. on election 
23 day. The state commissioner shall prescribe a form 
24 for absentee ballot applications. However, if a 
25 registered voter submits an application that includes 
26 all of the information required in this section, the 
27 prescribed form is not required. Absentee ballot 
28 applications may include instructions to send the 
29 application directly to the county commissioner of 
30 elections. However, no absentee ballot application 
31 shall be preaddressed or printed with instructions to 
32 send the applications to anyone other than the 
33 appropriate commissioner." 
34 4. By renumbering as necessary. 

By SHELDON RITTMER 

8-5132 FILED MARCH 13, 2000 
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SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 656 
8755 

1 Amend House File 656, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 9 through 12. 
4 2. Page 1, by inserting before line 13 the 
5 following: 
6 "Sec. Section 39.3, Code 1999, is amended by 
7 adding the following new subsection: 
8 NEW SUBSECTION. 17. "Written" and "in writing" 
9 may include any mode of representing words or letters 

10 in general use. A signature, when required by law, 
11 must be made by the writing or markings of the person 
12 whose signature is required. If a person is unable 
13 due to a physical disability to make a written 
14 signature or mark, that person may substitute either 
15 of the following in lieu of 'a signature required by 
16 law: 
17 a. The name of the person with a disability 
18 written by another upon the request and in the 
19 presence of the person with a disability. 
20 b. A rubber stamp reproduction of the name or 
21 fac~imile of the actual signature of the person with a 
22 disability when adopted by that person for all 
23 purposes requiring a signature and then only when 
24 affixed by that person or another upon the request and 
25 in the presence of the person with a disability." 
26 3. Page 1, by striking lines 16 through 19. 
27 4. Page 1, by striking lines 23 through 27 and 
28 inserting the following: "state shall be an eligible 
29 elector. An elected official shall be a resident of 
30 the state, district, county, township, city, or ward 
31 by or for which the person was elected, or in which 
32 the duties of the office are to be exercised, for 
33 sixty days before the date of the election at which 
34 the office is to be filled. An elected official 
35 shall". 
36 5. Page 2, line 5, by striking the word 
37 "fourteen" and inserting the following: "eleven". 
38 6. Page 7, line 21, by striking the word 
39 "fourteen" and inserting the following: "eleven". 
40 7. Page 9, by striking lines 25 through 34. 
41 8. Page 11, by inserting after line 31 the 
42 following: 
43 "Sec. Section 48A.l0, subsection 1, paraqraph 
44 a, Code 1999, is amended to read as [ollows: 
45 a. The registered voter dies. For the purposes of 
46 this subsection, the commissioner may accept as 
47 evidence of death a notice [rom the state registrar of 
48 vital statistics forwarded by the state registrar of 
49 voters, a written statement from a member of the 
50 registered voter's household, an obituary in a 
H-8755 -1-
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1 newspaper, a written statement from an election 
2 official, or a notice from the eie~k-of-eMe-d±ge~±ee 
3 eOtl~e-±n county recorder of the county where the 
4 registered voter died." 
5 9. Page 12, by striking lines 10 through 12, and 
6 inserting the following: "withdrawals by candidates 
7 for the general election." 
8 10. Page 12, by inserting before line 13, the 
9 following: 

10 "Sec. Section 49.53, unnumbered paragraph 1, 
11 Code 1999;-1s amended to read as follows: 
12 The commissioner shall not less than four nor more 
13 than twenty days before the day of each election, 
14 except those for which different publication 

Page 2 

15 requirements are prescribed by law, publish notice of 
16 the election. The notice shall contain a facsimile of 
17 the portion of the ballot containing the first 
18 rotation as prescribed by section 49.31, subsection 2, 
19 and shall show the names of all candidates or nominees 
20 and the office each seeks, and all public questions, 
21 to be voted upon at the election. The sample ballot 
22 published as a part of the notice may at the 
23 discretion of the commissioner be reduced in size 
24 relative to the actual ballot but such reduction shall 
25 not cause upper case letters appearing on the 
26 published sample ballot to be less than f±~e-eh±~ey-
27 g±xeMg-of-eft-±neM-M±9M-±n-eend±daeeg~-name~-o~-±ft 
28 gtlmme~±eg-of-~tlbi±e-meagtl~eg the minimum type sizes 
29 required in section 49.57. The notice shall also 
30 state the date of the election, the hours the polls 
31 will be open, the location of each polling place at 
32 which voting is to occur in the election, the location 
33 of the polling places designated as early ballot pick-
34 up sites, and the names of the precincts voting at 
35 each polling place, but the statement need not set 
36 forth any fact which is apparent from the portion of 
37 the ballot appearing as a part of the same notice. 
38 The notice shall include the full text of all public 
39 measures to be voted upon at the election. The notice 
40 shall also include notice of testing required pursuant 
41 to sections 52.9, 52.35, and 52.38." 
42 11. Page 14, by inserting after line 23, the 
43 following: 
44 "Sec. Section 49.84, Code 1999, is amended by 
45 adding the-Iollowing new unnumbered paragraph: 
46 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. This section does not 
47 prohibit a voter from taking minor children into the 
48 voting booth with the voter. 
49 Sec. Section 49.88, Code 1999, is amended by 
50 adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 
H-8755 -2-



HOUSE CLIP SHEET 

H-8755 
Page 3 

APRIL 10, 2000 

1 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. This section does not 
2 prohibit a voter from taking minor children into the 
3 voting booth with the voter." 
4 12. Page 16, by inserting after line 18 the 
5 fOllowing: 
6 "Sec. Section 50.19, unnumbered paragraph 2, 
7 Code 1999~s amended to read as follows: 
8 Material pertaining to elections for federal 
9 offices, including voted ballots, precinct election 

10 registers, declarations of eligibility signed by 
11 voters, documents relating to absentee ballots, and 
12 challenges of voters, shall be preserved for twenty-
13 two months after the election. If a contest is not 
14 pending the materials may be destroyed at the end of 
15 the retention period. 
16 Sec. ___ Section 50.19, Code 1999, is amended by 
17 adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 
18 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Unvoted ballots for all 
19 elections may be destroyed ten days following the 

Page 3 

20 deadline to contest the election for which the ballots 
21 were prepared or the day after final determination of 
22 all pending contests of the election for which the 
23 ballots were prepared, whichever is later." 
24 13. Page 17, by striking lines 8 through 14. 
25 14. Page 18, line 35, by striking the figure 
26 "2000," and inserting the following: "2001,". 
27 15. Page 19, by inserting after line 1, the 
28 following: 
29 "Sec. Section 53.2, unnumbered paragraph 1, 
30 Code 1999~s amended to read as follows: 
31 Any registered voter, under the circumstances 
32 specified in section 53.1, may on any day, except 
33 election day, and not more than seventy days prior to 
34 the date of the election, apply in person for an 
35 absentee ballot at the commissioner's office or at any 
36 location designated by the commissioner, or make 
37 written application to the commissioner for an 
38 absentee ballot. However, for those elections in 
39 which the commissioner directs the polls be opened at 
40 noon pursuant to section 49.73, a v~Ler may apply in 
41 ~son for an absentee ballot at the commissioner's 
42 office from eight a.m. u'.!ti~ eleven a.m. 0.0 election 
43 ~ The state cornnissioner shall prescribe a form 
44 for absentee ballot applications. However, if a 
45 registered voter submits an application that includes 
46 all of the information required in this section, the 
47 prescribed form is not required. Absentee ballot 
48 applications may include instructions to send the 
49 application directly to the county commissioner of 
50 elections. However, no absentee ballot application 
H-8755 -3-
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1 shall be preaddressed or printed with instructions to 
2 send the applications to anyone other than the 
3 appropriate commissioner." 
4 16. Page 27, by striking lines 13 and 14. 
5 17. Page 34, by striking lines 2 through 19. 
6 18. Page 34, by striking lines 30 and 31, and 
7 inserting the following: "by the voters or when a 
8 district b~eom~~-whoiiy-or-±n-~8r~-w±~h±n includes all 
9 of a city of fifteen thousand population or more in 

10 the". 
11 19. Page 43, by inserting after line 21, the 
12 following: 
13 "Sec. EFFECTIVE DATE. The sections of this 
14 Act which amend sections ~3.l4, 45.5, and 45.6, take 
15 effect January 1, 2001." 
16 20. Title page, line 4, by inserting after the 
17 word "laws" the following: "and providing an 
18 effective date" . 
19 21. By renumbering, relettering, or redesignating 
20 and correcting internal references as necessary. 

• RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
8-8755 FILED APRIL 6, 2000 


