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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to limitation of liability for services performed
by critical incident stress management teams.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. NEW SECTION. 613.17A ASSISTANCE BY CRITICAL
INCIDENT STRESS MANAGEMENT TEAMS.

1. As used in this section:

a. "Critical incident” means an extraordinary event that '
results in acute or cumulative psychological stress or trauma.
b. "Critical incident stress management" means a process
of crisis intervention designed to assist emergency services

personnel and victims of disasters and other extraordinary
events in coping with the psychological trauma resulting from
the emergency personnel's response to a critical incident.

c. "Critical incident stress management team" means the
group of one or more volunteers who provides critical incident
stress management services in response to a particular
critical incident.

2. A person serving as part of a critical incident stress
management team, who in good faith performs critical incident
stress management, shall not be liable for any civil damages
for acts or omissions occurring at the place of a critical
incident or otherwise during critical incident stress
management unless such acts or omissions constitute
recklessness.

3. For purposes of this section, the fact that a team
member may receive nominal compensation not based upon the
value of the services provided shall not negate the limitation
of liability in subsection 2.

EXPLANATION

This bill relates to limitation of liability for services
performed by critical incident stress management teams, which
are groups of volunteers who provide stress management to
emergency services personnel and victims of disasters and
other extraordinary events following such an event. A team
member who provides such services in qgood faith is liable for
damages arising from acts or omissions in connection with such
services only if the acts or omissions constitute
recklessness.




O 0 ~N O 0 b W o -

W oW wWwWwWwWwlN NN NN NRNNRNNNRRMFKERP P H FH R
D W O W ®®NO VA WNIEKEOWO®NSO, & WNHOo

The bill defines "critical incident", “"critical incident
stress management"”, and "critical incident stress management
team". The bill also provides that compensation received by
the volunteer which is not related to the value of the
services performed will not affect the limitation of liability
provided by this bill.
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