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1 An Act eliminating an option to cast votes on a proportional 

2 basis in drainage district elections, providing the right to 

3 petition for new elections, and providing an immediate 

4 effective date. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section 468.510, Code 1999, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 468.510 QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS. 

4 Each person who is a landowner, including each individual 

5 who is at least eighteen years of age or-o~er-wi~ho~~-re9ard 

6 ~o-~e~ and any railway or other corporation owning land in 

7 ~aid the district and assessed for benefitsL shall be entitled 

8 to one vote ontY7-exeep~-a~-pro~ided-in-~ee~ion-468~5ti. 

9 Sec. 2. Section 468.511, subsection 1, Code 1999, is 

10 amended to read as follows; 

11 1. When-a-pe~±~±on-a~~in~-for-~he-r±~n~-~o-vo~e-±n 

12 propor~ion-eo-a~~e~~mene-of-benef±~~-a~-aii-etee~±on~-fo~-any 

13 p~rpo~e-~hereafeer-eo-be-hetd-w±~hin-~a±d-di~~r±et7-~i9ned-by 

14 a-ma;oriey-of-ehe-landowne~~-own±n~-iand-w±~h±n-~a±d-d±~tr±et 

15 a~~e~~ed-for-benef±~~7-±~-f±ted-with-~he-boa~d-of-er~~tee~7 

16 ehen,-in-ali-etee~±on~-of-er~~tee~-ehereafter-heid-w±th±n-~aid 

17 d±~triee7-any-per~on-who~e'-land-±~-a~~e~~ed-for-benef±t~ 

18 w±eho~t-re9ard-to-a~e7-~ex,-or-eond±eion-~haii-be-ent±~ied-to 

19 one-~ote-for-eaeh-~en-dollsrs-or-fraet±on-ehereof-of-the 

20 or±9±nal-a~se~~ment-ttnder-the-e~rrent-ela~s±fiea~ion-a9a±n~t 

21 ~he-land-ae~ttal±y-owned-by-·the-per~on-±n-~aid-d±~er±et-at-the 

22 t±me-o£-the-eiee~ion,-btlt-in-order-~o-have-~~eh-balio~-eo~nted 

23 for-more-than-one-~oee-the-~o~er-~hai±-w~±te-ehe-voter~e-name 

24 tlpon-ehe-ba±iot~ The vote of any a landowner of the district 

25 may be cast by absent voters ballot as provided in chapter 53 

26 except that the form of the applications for ballots, the 

27 voters' affidavits on the envelopes, and the endorsement of 

28 the carrier envelope for preserving the ballot shall be 

29 substantially in the form provided in ettb~eeeion~-~,-3-and-47 

30 below this section. Application blanks, envelopes and ballots 

31 shall be provided by and submitted to the office of the county 

32 auditor in which the election is held. The cost of such 

33 blanks, envelopes, ballots and postage shall be paid by the 

34 district. For the purpose of this subchapter all landowners 

35 of the district shall be considered qualified voters, 
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1 regardless of their place of residence. 

2 Sec. 3. Section 468.512, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

3 follows: 

4 468.512 VOTE BY AGENT. 

5 Exe~pt-w"~~~-tM~-p~ovi~ion~-or-~eetion-~68~5iiT-p~ovidin~ 

6 for-vo~~-in-p~opo~tion-to-a~~~~~m~nt-a~~-invok~~7-any ~ person 

7 o~-eo~po~ation owning land or ~ right of way within the 

8 district and assessed for benefits may have the person's o~ 

9 tM~-eo~po~ation~~ vote cast by the person's or-tn~ 

10 eorpo~ation~~ agent or proxy authorized to cast stteh the vote 

11 by a power of attorney signed and acknowledged by stten the 

12 person or-eorpo~ation, and filed before ~tteh the vote is cast 

13 in the auditor's office of the county in which ~tlen the 

14 election is held. Every ~tlen power of attorney provided in 

15 this section shall specify the particular election for which 

16 it is to be used, indicating the day, month, and year of stteh 

17 the election, and shall be void for all elections subsequently 

18 held. The vote of the owner of any land in a drainage or 

19 levee district in any an election,-wner~-tn~-vot~-i~-not 

20 o~t~~min~d-by-a~s~s~m~nt, may be cast by absent voters ballot 

21 in-t"~-~am~-mann~r-and-rorm-and-stlb;~et-to-th~-same-rights-ano 

22 reseriee±ons as is provided in section 468.511 reiating-to 

23 voee-by-ab~eneee-baiioe-when-votes-are-determined-by 

24 a~~e~~ment. 

25 Sec. 4. RECALL PETITION. A person who is qualified to 

26 vote in a drainage or levee district managed by a board of 

27 trustees elected by a vote conducted in proportion to an 

28 assessment of benefits pursuant to section 468.511, Code 1999, 

29 may file a petition for a new election pursuant to section 

30 468.501. However, the petition must be signed by at least 

31 five percent of persons owning land within the district 

32 assessed for benefits. The election shall proceed as provided 

33 in chapter 468, subchapter III. The petition must be filed by 

34 August 1, 2000. 

35 Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. This bill, being deemed of 
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1 immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 

2 EXPLANATION 

3 Code chapter 468, subchapter III, provides for the 

4 management of drainage and levee districts by trustees elected 

5 by landowners in the district assessed for benefits. Code 

6 section 468.510 provides that each landowner cannot cast more 

7 than one vote. However, Code section 468.511 provides that, 

8 upon petition signed by a majority of landowners in the 

9 district, the landowner's votes may be cast in proportion to 

10 the landowner's assessment of benefits at all future 

11 elections. This bill elimlnates the option for proportional 

12 voting. It also makes changes consistent with bill drafting 

13 style to enhance readability. For example, it removes 

14 language referring to gender, and replaces the phrase "person 

15 or corporation" with the term "person" since "person" as used 

16 in the Code under Code section 4.1 includes individuals and 

17 corporate entities. 

18 The bill takes effect upon enactment. 
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