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1 An Act relating to the certified school to career program. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 2 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 15.362, subsections 1 and 2, Code 1999, 

2 are amended to read as follows: 

3 1. "Certified school to career program" or "certified 

4 program" means a sequenced and articulated secondary and 

5 postsecondary program registered as an apprenticeship program 

6 under 29 C.F.R. subtit. A, pt. 29, which is conducted 

7 pursuant to an agreement as provided in section 15.364 or a 

8 pro~ram-appro~ed-by-~he-s~a~e-bo8rd-of-edttea~ion,-in 

9 eon;ttne~ion-wi~h-~he-depar~ment-of-eeonomie-de~eiopmen~7-as 

10 mee~in~ an individual program of study developed jointly by a 
11 secondary school, postsecondary institution, and an employer 

12 that meets the standards enumerated in section 15.363, that 

13 integrates a secondary school curriculum with private sector 

14 job training which places students in job internships, and 

15 which is designed to continue into postsecondary education and 

16 that will result in teaching new skills and adding value to 

17 the wage-earning potential of participants and increase their 

18 long-term employability in the state and which is conducted 

19 pursuant to an agreement as provided in section 15.364. 

20 2. "Participant" means an individual between the ages of 

21 sixteen and twenty-four who is enrolled in a public or private 

22 secondary or postsecondary school and who initiated 

23 participation in a certified school to career program as-part 

24 of-~eeondary no later than the start of the student's senior 

25 year of high school edttea~ion. 

26 Sec. 2. Section 15.363, unnumbered paragraphs 1 and 2, 

27 Code 1999, are amended to read as follows: 

28 The state board of education,-±n-eon~tli~a~±on-w±~h-~he 

29 deper~men~-of-eeonom±e-de~eiopmen~, shall adopt rules pursuant 

30 to chapter l7A to guide ~he-board-end-depar~men~ school 

31 districts in determining whether a potential school to career 

32 program ~hottid-be-8ppro~ed meets the standards for 

33 certification. 

34 A certified school to career program wh±eh-±~-appro~ed-by 

35 ~he-~~e~e-board-of-edtte8~±on-in-eon;tlnetion-w±~h-~he 
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1 de~ar~men~-o£-eeonomie-deveio~men~ other than a sequenced and 

2 articulated secondary and postsecondary program registered as 

3 an apprenticeship program under 29 C.F.R. subtit. A, pt. 29, 

4 shall comply with all of the following standards: 

5 Sec. 3. Section 15.363, Code 1999, is amended by adding 

6 the following new subsection: 

7 NEW SUBSECTION. 6. The participant's high school agrees 

8 to file with the department of education an initial notice of 

9 intent to conduct a certified program, and shall include in 

10 the notice the name of the contact person charged with 

11 overseeing the school district's certified program. The 

12 participant's high school shall maintain on file the certified 

13 program agreement required by section 15.364. 

14 Sec. 4. Section 15.364, subsections 2, 3, and 8, Code 

15 Supplement 1999, are amended to read as follows: 

16 2. A description of the career field in which the 

17 participant is to be trained, and the beginning date and 

18 duration of the training and employment. 

19 3. The employer's agreement to provide paid employment, at 

20 a base wage, for the participant dttrin~-tne-~ttmmer-mon~n~ 

21 a£~er beginning no earlier than the participant's junior and 

22 ~enior-year~ year in high school and ending no later than the 

23 fall after the participant's £irs~ second year of 

24 postsecondary education. 

25 8. If the participant does not complete the two-year 

26 employment obligation, the participant's agreement to repay to 

27 the employer the amount paid by the employer toward the 

28 participant's postsecondary education expenses pursuant to 

29 subsection 6. However, if the participant is unable to 

30 complete the two-year employment obligation because the 

31 employer did not afford the participant a two-year employment 

32 opportunity, the participant shall not be required to repay to 

33 the employer the amount paid by the employer toward the 

34 participant's postsecondary education expenses. 

35 EXPLANATION 
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S.F. H.F. dLzr 
'1 This bill modifies the definition of "certified school to 

2 career program" and makes a number of changes to the program. 

3 Currently, "certified school to career program" means a 

4 program that is registered as an apprenticeship program under 

5 federal regulations or a program approved by the state board 

6 of education, in conjunction with the department of economic 

7 development. The bill replaces the option that permits a 

8 program approved by the state board with an option that allows 

9 an individual program of study, developed jointly by a 

10 secondary school, postsecondary institution, and an employer, 

11 to meet the definition of a certified school to career 

12 program. 

13 The bill sets limits on the time during which an employer 

14 must provide paid employment to a period no earlier than the 

15 student's junior year and no later than the fall after the 

16 student's second year of postsecondary education. 

17 The bill strikes a provision that requires the state board 

18 and the department of economic development to determine which 

19 programs should be approved, but requires the state board to 

20 adopt rules to guide school districts in determining whether a 

21 potential school to career program meets the standards for 

22 certification. The bill provides that federal apprenticeship 

23 programs are exempt from program standards. The current 

24 standards state programs must meet are set forth in Code 

25 section 15.363. 

26 Under the bill, a new standard is added which requires 

27 assurance from the participant's high school that it will file 

28 with the department of education an initial notice of intent 

29 to conduct a certified program, and include in the notice the 

30 name of the contact person charged with overseeing the school 

31 district's certified program. The participant's high school 

32 is also required to maintain on file the certified program 

33 agreement. 

34 The Code sets forth provisions each participant and 

35 employer must agree to in writing. The bill amends those 
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S.F. HoFot9L77 
1 provIsIons by requiring that the participant and employer 

2 agree to the beginning date and duration of the employment, 

3 and provides that if a participant is unable to complete the 

4 employment obligation because the employer does not afford the 

5 participant an employment opportunity, the participant is not 

6 required to repay the employer's portion of the participant's 

7 postsecondary education expenses. 
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AN ACT 

RELATING :0 THE Ct:RTlFIED SCHOOL TO C!'.REER PROGRAM. 

BE IT EN~.C:ED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 15.362, subsections 1 and 2, Code 1999, 

are a~ended to read as follows: 

1. "Certified school to career program" or ·certified 

program" means a sequenced and articu:ated secondary and 

postsecondary program registered as an apprenticeship program 

under 29 C.F.R. subtit. A, pt. 29, wnich is conducted pursuant 

to an agreement as provided in section 15.364 or e-p~o9~em 

approved-oy-the-~tate-boa~d-or-edtlea~ion,-in-eon;unet~on-with 

the-department-or-eeonom~e-eeve~opmen~7-ft~-meet~n9 ~ 

individuai program of st~dy developed joint:y by a secondary 

school, postsecondary institution, and an employer :hat meets 

the standards enumerated in section 15.363, that integrates a 

secondary school curriculum with private sector job training 

which places students in job internships, and which is 

designed to continue into postsecondary education and that 

will result in teaching new skills and adding value to the 

wage-earning potential of participants and increase their 

long-term employability in the stale and which is conducted 

pursuant to an agreement as provided in sec~ion 15.364. 

2. "Participant" means an individual between the ages of 

sixteen and twenty-four who is enrolled in a public or private 

secondary or postsecondary schoo: and who initiated 

participation in a certified scheol to career program a!-pa~t 

or-~eeonde~y no later than the start of the student's senior 

year of ~ig~ school ed~eation. 
Sec. 2. Section 15.363, unnu~be~ed paragraphs 1 and 2, 

Code 1999, are amended to read as follows: 

• ."j 
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7he state board of education7-ir.-eor.~~itft~ier.-w~tn-t~e 

depertmeMt-or-eeor.o~ie-deveiopmeMt7 stall adopt ru:es pursuant 

to chapter 17A to guide t~e-boa~d-8nd-depa~t~eMt sctael 

distric~s in determining whether a po~ential school to career 

progra~ ~he~id-be-app~oved ~eets the standards for 

certifccat~on. 

A certified schooi to career program whien-~~-app~oved-by 

the-~taee-boa~d-o~-ed~eatioM-in-eoM;~netior.-witn-~he 

depa~tment-of-eeonoll\ie-deveiop".,ent oUler than a segllenced ar.d 

articulated secondary and poslsecondary progra~ registered as 

an apprenticeShip program under 2) C.F.R. subtit. A, pt. 29, 

shall oomp:y with all of the following s:andards: 

Sec. 3. Section 15.363, Code 1999, is affiended by adding 

the following new subsection: 

~EW SUBSECTION. 6. The participant's high school agrees 

to file with the department of ed~cation an initial notice of 

intent to conduct a certified program, and shall include in 

the notice the name of the contact person charged with 

overseeing the school district's certlfied program. ~he 

participant's high school shall mainta:n on file the certified 

program agreement required by section 15.364. 

Sec. 4. Section 15.364, subsections 2, 3, and 8, Code 

Supplement 1999, are amended to read as follows: 

2. A description of the career field in which the 

participant is to be trained, and the beginning date and 

duration of the training and employment. 

3. ~he employer's agreement to provide pald employment, at 

a base ,age, for the participant dl>rin9-the-stllM',er-lIIonehs 

a~ter beginning no earlier than the participant's junior and 

~en±~~-yea~~ year in h~gh school and ending no later than the 

fal: after the partiCipant's ri~,~ second year of 

postsecondary education, 

S. If the participant does not complete the two-year 

emp:oyment obligation, the participant's agreement to repay to 

the employer the amount paid by the employer toward the 
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part'c~par:'s pcstsecondary ed~cat~on expenses pursuant to 

s~hsec~ion 6, However, if the particiodnt is unable to 

£:?:-::p. 1ece troe :''''8-year e:np',8y;oer:t cb::gaticr. because the 

~~-.p':)yer .c.c_,,"ot aff()rLl.b.~r:_c:Dant a tl-'('-'1(:ar er"ploYr'lent 

opportur.:ty, the partic:pdf'.: sr,a~~ not be reg~~red to repay to 

~he emplojer :ne amoun: pale. by [roe errpioyer tc~ard the 

par[ic:par,t' 5 .postsecor,dary ed .. cat:or. expenses. 

BRENT SIEGRIST 
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MARY E. KRAMER 
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