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A BILL FOR

An Act making changes to the criminal penalty for certain driving
while suspended, denied, canceled, or revoked offenses.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 321.218, subsection 1, Code Supplement
1999, is amended to read as follows:

1. A person whose driver's license or operating privilege
has been denied, canceled, suspended, or revoked as provided
in this chapter or as provided in section 252J.8 or section
901.5, subsection 10, and who operates a motor vehicle upon
the highways of this state while the license or privilege is

denied, canceled, suspended, or revoked, commits a simpie

serious misdemeanor. ¥n-addition-to-any-other-penatties;—the

punishment-imposed-for-a-viotation-of-this-subsection-shati
tnctude-assessment-of-a-fine-of-not-itess-than-two-hundred
£ifty-dottars-ner-more-than-one-thousand-£five-hundred-dottarss

Sec. 2. Section 321A.32, subsection 1, Code Supplement
1999, is amended to read as follows:

1. Any person whose license or registration or
nonresident's operating privilege has been suspended, denied,
or revoked under this chapter or continues to remain suspended
or revoked under this chapter, and who, during such
suspension, denial, or revocation, or during such continuing
suspension or continuing revocation, drives any motor vehicle
upon any highway or knowingly permits any motor vehicle owned
by such person to be operated by another upon any highway,
except as permitted under this chapter, shall be guilty of a
simpte serious misdemeanor. In-additien-to-any-other
penatties;-the-punishment-imposed-for-a-viotation-of-this
subsection—sha}i-incinde-assessmgpgfof-a-fine—of-not-iess-than
two-hundred-fifty-dotiars-nor-more-Ehan-one-thousand-five
hundred-dotiars~ L

.. EXPLANATION

This bill changes the criminal penalty for driving while
one's driver's license, operating privilege, or registration
has been suspended, denied, canceled, or revoked.

The amendments to Code sections 321.218 and 321A.32 change
the criminal penalty for driving while suspended, denied,
canceled or revoked from a simple misdemeanor to a serious
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misdemeanor.

A serious misdemeanor is punishable by confinement for no
more than one year and a fine of at least $250 but not more
than $1,500. A simple misdemeanor is punishable by
confinement for no more than 30 days or a fine of at least $50
but not more than $500 or by both. The mandatory minimum fine
under Code sections 321.218 and 321A.32 is $250.
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