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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to straight party voting in elections. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 1~5 

1 Section 1. Section 49.37, subsection 1, unnumbered 

2 paragraph 1, Code 1999, is amended by striking the unnumbered 

3 paragraph and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

4 A ballot shall not contain a straight party or organization 

5 section for the voter to mark. Straight party voting shall 

6 not be provided for general elections or for any other 

7 elections in which more than one partisan office will be 

8 filled. 

9 Sec. 2. Section 49.42A, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

10 follows: 

11 49.42A FORM OF OFFICIAL BALLOT. 

12 The ballot for the general election shall be arranged in 

13 substantially the following form: 

14 PAR~rSAN-8PPreES-S~RArSH~-PAR~¥-V8~rNS 

15 ~o-yo~e-fO~-ft±T-eand±da~es-f~om-ft-S±n9Te-pa~~y-mft~k-~~e 

16 vo~±n9-ta~ge~-next-to-t~e-pa~ty-nftme.--No~-aTT-pa~t±es-~ave 

17 nom±nated-eand±dates-for-aT±-off±ees.--Mft~k±"9-a-S~~a±9~~ 

18 pa~~y-vote-does-no~-±neTtlde-votes-fo~-nonpa~t±sftn-off±eeS7 

19 ;tldgeS7-o~-qtlest±o"s. 

20 P8b~~reAb-PAR~¥-NAME 

21 P8bf~feAb-PAR~¥-NAME 

22 pebr~reAb-8RSANfSA~r8N-NAME 

23 pebf~f€Ab-8R6ANfSA~f8N-NAME 

24 8~HBR-P8bf~feAb-eRGANrSA~f8NS 

25 ~he-foTTow±n9-poT±t±eaT-O~9ftn±zft~±ons-~ave-nom±na~ed 

26 eft"d±da~es-fo~-onTy-one-o££±ee~ 

27 pebf~r€Ab-eR6ANrSA~feN-NAME 

28 pebf~~€Ab-8RGANfSA~reN-NAME 

29 FEDERAL OFFICES 

30 For President and Vice President 

31 Vote for no more than one team 

32 CANDIDATE NAME, of State 

33 CANDIDATE NAME, of State 

34 Political Party 

35 CANDIDATE NAME, of State 
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CANDIDATE NAME, of State 

Political Party 

CANDIDATE NAME, of State 

CANDIDATE NAME, of State 

Political Organization Name 

CANDIDATE NAME, of State 

CANDIDATE NAME, of State 

Political Organization Name 

CANDIDATE NAME, of State 

CANDIDATE NAME, of State 

Nominated by Petition 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Write-in for President, if any. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

S.F. 

Write-in for Vice President, if any. 

For U. S. Senator 

17 Vote for no more than one. 

18 CANDIDATE NAME 
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35 

Political Party 

CANDIDATE NAME 

Political Party 

CANDIDATE NAME 

Political Organization 

CANDIDATE NAME 

Political Organization 

CANDIDATE NAME 

Nominated by Petition 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Write-in vote, if any. 

For U. S. Representative 

First District 

Vote for no more than one. 

CANDIDATE NAME 

Political Party 

CANDIDATE NAME 
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S.F. 125 H.F. ----

Political Party 

CANDIDATE NAME 

Political Organization 

CANDIDATE NAME 

Political Organization 

CANDIDATE NAME 

Nominated by Petition 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Write-in vote, if any. 
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STATE OFFICES 

For State Senator, District 2 

vote for no more than one. 

CANDIDATE NAME 

Political Party 

CANDIDATE NAME 

Political Party 

CANDIDATE NAME 

Political Organization 

CANDIDATE NAME 

Political Organization 

CANDIDATE NAME 

Nominated by Petition 

24 Write-in vote, if any. 

25 Sec. 3. Section 49.57, subsection 2, Code 1999, is amended 

26 to read as follows: 

27 2. f"-~h~-a~~a-o£-~he-~e"era±-e±ee~±o"-ba±±o~-£or-s~~a±~h~ 

28 pa~~y-~O~±"9,-~he-pa~~y-"ames-shaii-be-p~±"~~d-i"-eapi~ai 

29 i~~~~~s-o£-~"i£orm-si~~,-i"-"o~-iess-~ha"-~we±~e-poi"~-~ype. 

30 After the name of each candidate for a partisan office the 

31 name of the candidate's political party shall be printed in at 

32 least six point type. 

33 Sec. 4. Section 49.98, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

34 follows: 

35 49.98 COUNTING BALLOTS. 
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S.P. H.F. 

1 The ballots shall be counted according to the voters' marks 

2 on them as provided in sections 49.92 to-49.97 and 49.93, and 

3 not otherwise. If, for any reason, it is impossible to 

4 determine from a ballot, as marked, the choice of the voter 

5 for any office, the vote for that office shall not be counted. 

6 When-the~e-i~-6-eon£tie~-ee~ween-8-~~~6i9h~-P6~~Y-O~ 

7 o~9ani~at±on-~ote-£o~-one-pot±~ie6t-p6~ty-o~-nonpa~ty 

8 polit±eai-o~96n±~ation-6nd-the-vote-ea~t-by-ma~k±n9-the-~ot±n9 

9 ta~get-next-to-the-n8me-o£-a-eand±d6te-£O~-6nothe~-politie6t 

10 pa~ty-o~-nonpa~ty-pot±tie6t-o~9an±~6t±on-on-the-b6ttot,-the 

11 ma~k-next-to-the-n6me-o£-the-e8ndid6te-~ha!t-be-heid-t0 

12 eont~oi,-8nd-the-~t~ai9ht-pa~ty-o~-o~9an±~8tio"-vote-±n-that 

13 e6~e-~h6ii-not-6pplY-6~-to-th6t-o££±ee. Any ballot shall be 

14 rejected if it is marked in any other manner than authorized 

15 in sections 49.92 to-49.97 and 49.93. A ballot shall be 

16 rejected if the voter used a mark to identify the voter's 

17 ballot. 

18 Sec. 5. Section 52.12, Code 1999, is amended to read as 

19 follows: 

20 52.12 E*€EPPi9N PROHIBITION -- STRAIGHT PARTY VOTING. 

21 Voting machines used in this state shall not have a single 

22 lever or switch which casts a vote for each candidate of a 

23 political party or nonparty political organization which has 

24 nominated candidates for more than one partisan office on the 

25 ballot. Straight party voting shall not be provided for 6ii 

26 general elections or for any other elections in which more 

27 than one partisan office will be filled. 

28 Sec. 6. Sections 49.94, 49.95, 49.96, and 49.97, Code 

29 1999, are repealed. 

30 EXPLANATION 

31 This bill abolishes straight party voting in the general 

32 election and all other elections in which more than one 

33 partisan office will be filled. 

34 

35 
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