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1 Section 1. NEWSECTION. 7.1 DEFINTIONS
For the purposes of this chapter:

1. "Comunity enpowernent area" neans a geographic area
designated in accordance with this chapter.
2. "Community enpowernent area board" or "comunity board"

means the board for a community enpowernment area created in
accordance with this chapter.

3. "lowa enpowernent board" neans the board or other body
designated in |law by the general assenbly to oversee the
formati on of comunity enpowernent areas and to adm nister the
school ready children grant program

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 71.2 COVMIN TY EMPONERMENT AREAS.

1. The purpose of a conmmunity enpowernment area is to
enabl e local citizens to collaboratively manage funds on
behal f of the children, families, and other citizens residing
in the area.

2. A community enpowerment area shall be fornmed by using
exi sting school district and county boundaries to the extent
possi bl e. Each county and school district in the state shal
have the option of participating in a comunity enpowernent
ar ea.

3. The formation of a comunity enpowernent area and a
communi ty enpowernment area board is subject to the approval of
the lIowa enpowernent board. The |owa enpowernent board shall
adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A providing for the initia
identification of community enpowernent areas and procedures
for later changing the initially identified areas.

Sec. 3. NEWSECTION. 71.3 COVWUN TY EMPONERVENT AREA
BOARDS CREATED.

1. A community enpowernent area shall be governed by a
communi ty enpowernent area board. The conposition of a
community board shall be two-thirds nmenbers who are citizens,
elected officials, or volunteers and one-third nenbers who are
enpl oyees of or are paid for representing any of the entities
listed in this subsection. The nenbers of a community
enpower nent area board shall include one or nore
representatives of any of the follow ng:

A school district.

A county.

A local board of health

A hospital.

A charitabl e funding group

The departnment of hunman services.

A religious institution

An area education agency.

Juvenil e court services

An area substance abuse agency.

A conmmuni ty action program

A conmunity board nmay designate representatives of
service providers or public agency staff to provide technica
assi stance to the comunity board.

3. A comunity board nay designate a professional advisory
council consisting of persons enployed by or otherw se paid to
represent an entity listed in subsection 1 or other provider
of service

Sec. 4. NEWSECTION. 71.4 COWUN TY EMPONERVENT AREA
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BOARD RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES AND AUTHORI TY.

1. A comunity enpowernent area board shall do the
fol | owi ng:

a. Designate a public agency of this state, as defined in
section 28E. 2, to be the fiscal agent for grant nmoneys and for
ot her noneys adm nistered by the conmunity board

b. Administer conmmunity enpowernent bl ock grant noneys
available to the community board. Eligibility for these bl ock
grant noneys shall be limted to those comunity boards which
have devel oped an approved school ready children grant plan in
accordance with this chapter. Conmmunity enpowernment bl ock
grant noneys may include but are not limted to noneys
relating to any of the follow ng:

(1) Child day care services.

(2) At-risk prograns for preschool children.

(3) Head start prograns.

(4) Parent education prograns.

(5) Children's health prograns.

(6) The famly investnment program including the PROM SE
JOBS program

(7) Substance abuse assessment and referral.

(8) Department of human services' field and program staff
supervi si on and oversi ght.

(9) Child welfare services, which nmay include group foster
care, rehabilitative treatnment services, juvenile court
services, and other comunity-based juvenile justice services.

(10) Oher noneys authorized in Iaw for bl ock grant
fundi ng.

c. Assune other responsibilities established in |aw or
admi ni strative rule.

2. A community board may do any of the follow ng:

a. Designate one or nore comittees for oversight of grant
moneys awarded to the conmmunity enpower ment area

b. Function as a coordinating body for services directed
to simlar populations by the jurisdictions within the
communi ty enpower nment area.

Sec. 5. NEWSECTION. 71.5 SCHOOL READY CHI LDREN GRANT
PROGRAM ESTABLI SHVENT AND ADM NI STRATI ON

1. The departnents of education, hunman services, and
public health shall jointly devel op a school ready children
grant program whi ch shall provide for all of the follow ng
conponent s:

a. ldentify the core indicators of performance that wll
be used to assess the effectiveness of the school ready
children grants, including increasing the basic skill |evels
of students entering school, increasing health status of
children, reducing the incidence of child abuse and negl ect,

i ncreasing the access of children to an adult nentor,
i ncreasing parental involvenent with their children, and
increasing the quality and accessibility of child day care.

b. Identify guidelines and a process to be used for
determ ning the readi ness of a community enmpowernent area for
admi ni stering school ready children grants.

c. Provide for technical assistance concerning funding
sources, program design, and other pertinent areas.

2. The program devel oped and conponents identified under
subsection 1 are subject to approval by the |Iowa enmpower nment
board. The |Iowa enpowernent board shall provide maxi num
flexibility to grantees for the use of the grant noneys
included in a school ready children grant.

3. A school ready children grant shall, at a mininmum be
used to provide the follow ng:

a. Preschool services provided on a voluntary basis to
children deened at risk of not succeeding in elenentary schoo
as determned by the comunity board and specified in the
grant plan devel oped in accordance with this section

b. Parent education prograns pronoted to parents of
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children frombirth through five years of age. Parent
education progranms shall be offered in a flexible manner to
accommpdat e the varyi ng schedul es, neeting place requirenents,
and other needs of working famli es.

c. A conmprehensive school ready children grant plan
devel oped by a comunity board for providing children's
services for children frombirth through five years of age
including but not limted to child devel opment, child care,
children's health and safety, assessment provisions to
identify chemically exposed i nfants and children, and parent
education services. At a mninmum the plan shall do all of
the foll ow ng:

(1) Describe conmmunity needs for children frombirth
through five years of age as identified through ongoing
assessnents.

(2) Describe the current and desired | evels of comunity
coordi nation of services for children frombirth through five
years of age.

(3) ldentify all federal, state, local, and private
fundi ng sources available in the conmunity enpowernent area
that will be used to provide services to children frombirth
through five years of age.

(4) Describe how the funding source will be used
col l aboratively and the degree to which the noneys can be
conbi ned to provide the necessary services.

(5) ldentify the results the community board expects to
achi eve through inplenentati on of the school ready children
grant program and identify community-specific quantifiable
performance indicators that can be neasured and reported in
t he annual report.

5. An annual report on the effectiveness of the grant
program i n addressi ng school readiness and children's health
and safety needs shall be submtted by the comunity board to
the | owa enpowernment board and to the |ocal governing bodies.

The annual report shall indicate the effectiveness of the
community board in achieving state and | ocally deterni ned
goal s.

6. A school ready children grant to a community board
shal | be awarded for a five-year period, with annual paynents
made to the community board on or before Cctober 1 of each
fiscal year. However, receipt of continued funding is subject
to subm ssion of the required annual report.

The | owa enpowerment board shall distribute school ready
children grant noneys to community boards with approved
conpr ehensi ve school ready children grant plans in accordance
with the follow ng formula:

a. An at-risk percentage shall be identified for each
school district in the state. The at-risk percentage shall be
the school district's proportion of the children who are
enrolled in the school district first through sixth grade
qualifying for free or reduced price neals for the school year
preceding the fiscal year in which the noneys are to be paid
conmpared to all children in the state who are enrolled in
first through sixth grade qualifying for free or reduced price
nmeal s for the sane school year

b. A community enmpowerment area at-risk percentage shal
be determ ned by adding the at-risk percentages for each
school district in the community enpowernent area.

c. The maxi mum annual grant amount for a community
enpowernent area is the area's at-risk percentage of the
anount appropriated for school ready children grants for a
fiscal year.

Sec. 6. NEWSECTION. 71.6 |OMNM EMPONERVENT FUND.

1. An lowa enpowernent fund is created in the state
treasury under the authority of the |owa enpowernent board
The moneys in the lowa enpowernent fund are not subject to
section 8.33 and shall not be transferred, used, obligated
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appropriated, or otherw se encunbered except as provided by

| aw. Notwi t hstanding section 12C. 7, subsection 2, interest or
ear ni ngs on noneys deposited in the | owa enpowernent fund
shall be credited to the fund. Mneys in the |owa enpower nment
fund may be used for cash flow purposes provided that any
moneys so allocated are returned to the fund by the end of
each fiscal year. However, the fund shall be considered a
speci al account for the purposes of section 8.53.

2. A school ready children grants account is created in
the Iowa enpowernent fund and noneys credited to the account
shall be distributed in the formof grants to comunity
enmpower nent areas as provided in | aw

Sec. 7. SCHOOL READY CHI LDREN GRANTS. There is
appropriated fromthe general fund of the state to the |Iowa
enpower nent fund for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1998,
and endi ng June 30, 1999, the follow ng anmbunt, or so nuch
thereof as is necessary, to be used for the purpose
desi gnat ed

For deposit to the credit of the school ready children
grants account:
.................................................. $ 5,200, 000

Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deenmed of
i medi ate i nportance, takes effect upon enactnent.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill establishes a school ready children grant program
to be adm nistered by community enpowernent area boards and
the |l owa enmpower ment board.

New Code section 71.1 includes definitions of conmunity
enpower nent area, comunity enpower nent area board, and |owa
enpower nent board.

New Code section 71.2 provides requirenments for designating
comuni ty enpower ment areas.

New Code section 71.3 provides requirenents for counties
and school districts to designate comunity enpowernent area
boar ds.

New Code section 71.4 outlines the responsibilities and
authority of a comunity enpowernent area board

New Code section 71.5 creates the school ready grant
program

The departments of education, human services, and public
health nmust jointly determine the core indicators of
performance that will be used to assess the effectiveness of
the grants, and establish guidelines and a process to be used
in selecting comunity enpowernent areas for grants. The bil
directs the Iowa enpowernnent board to adopt rules to
adm ni ster the program

The bill requires grantees to develop a plan and submit an
annual report, and the bill lists the prograns and services a
grant ee nust provide.

A grant may be awarded for a five-year period contingent
upon a community enpowernent area board submitting an annua
report. A funding formula is provided for determining the
distribution of grant noneys to comunity enpowernent areas
for each fiscal year.

New Code section 71.6 creates an |owa enpower nent fund.
Moneys deposited into the fund are not subject to reversion
transfer, or appropriation except as provided by |aw
Interest or earnings on noneys in the fund are to be credited
to the fund. A school ready children grants account is
created in the fund to be used for distribution of grants to
community enpowernment areas. A general fund appropriationis
made to the account.

The bill takes effect upon enactnent.
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