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Section 1. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. There is appropriated
fromthe general fund of the state to the departnent of
education for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1998, and
endi ng June 30, 1999, the follow ng anbunt, or so much thereof
as is necessary, to be used for the purpose designated:

1. For frontier school and extended year school planning
grants as provided in section 256.22, if enacted:
.................................................. $ 500, 000

2. For beginning teacher induction programgrants as
provi ded in chapter 256E, if enacted:
.................................................. $ 180, 000

It is the intent of the general assenbly that grants
awar ded usi ng noneys appropriated under this section shal
provi de support to a mnimum of 100 teanms of nentors and
begi nni ng teachers.

3. For the establishnent and inplenmentation of a
practitioner recognition award pilot programas provided in
section 279.59, if enacted:
.................................................. $ 1,000, 000

By January 15, 1999, the departnent of education shal
prepare and submit a proposal for a program for |eadership
devel opnent of practitioners and school board nenbers to the
chai rpersons and ranki ng nmenbers of the house and senate
standi ng education conmittees and of the joint subconmittee on
educati on appropriations.

4. To the board of educational exanm ners, for purposes of
devel opi ng and inplementing a nmulti-Ievel voluntary para-
educator licensing systemin accordance with section 272.12,

i f enacted:
.................................................. $ 25, 000

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION 256.22 FRONTIER SCHOOL AND EXTENDED
YEAR SCHOOL PLANNI NG GRANT PROGRAM

1. Subject to an appropriation of sufficient funds by the
general assenbly, the departnment shall establish a frontier
school and extended year school planning grant programto
provide for the allocation of grants to school districts, or a
col l aboration of school districts, to provide technica
assi stance for investigating the possibility of converting an
exi sting school within a district to a frontier school or to
an extended school year. A district that wants to participate
in the programshall subnmit to the department a witten
request for a planning grant by Septenber 1, 1998. The school
district or collaboration of school districts shall agree to
appoint a frontier school planning conmmttee conposed of
parents, guardi ans, teachers, adm nistrators, and individuals
representing business, and the |Iocal community. The schoo
district or collaboration shall also indicate in its request
its intention to use any grant noneys received under this
section to examine, at a mininum all of the follow ng:

a. Mssion and instructional focus of the school.

b. O ganizational structure and managenent of the school .

c. Inpact on | abor agreenents and contracts on the success
of the school
d. Roles and responsibilities of all involved

constituenci es.
e. Arrangenents for special needs students.
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f. Connection of the school to the district.

g. Facility and operation costs.

h. Application of the school within current |aw and the
need to apply for waivers or exenptions fromone or nore of
the m ni nrum educati on standards contained in section 256.11
and rul es adopted by the state board of educati on.

i. Measurement of results including student achi evenent
results

2. Gant noneys shall be distributed to qualifying schoo
districts by the departnent no |later than COctober 15, 1998.
Grant anounts shall be distributed as determ ned by the
departnment. However, a grant awarded to a school district
under the provisions of this section shall not exceed twenty-
five thousand doll ars.

3. For purposes of this section, "frontier school"” neans a
school that is nonsectarian in its program adnission
policies, enploynent practices, and all other operations. The
school is a public school and is part of the state's system of
public education. The primary focus of a frontier schoo
shal |l be to provide a conprehensive programof instruction for
at | east one grade or age group fromfive through eighteen
years of age. Frontier schools may be designed to all ow
significant autonony to the schools. However, frontier
school s shall be accountable for significant results.

4. By February 15, 1999, a school district or
col l aboration of districts receiving noneys under this section
shall submit an interimreport to the departnment describing
the planning activities conducted by the school district or
the coll aboration and providing prelinmnary conclusions. The
school district or collaboration shall subnmit a final report
by June 1, 1999, to the departnent. The departnent shal
sunmmari ze the school district reports in a final report to the
chai rpersons and ranki ng nmenbers of the house and senate
standi ng education conmittees by January 1, 2000.

Sec. 3. NEWSECTION. 256.24 MNATHEMATICS PI LOT PROGRANS.

1. The lowa nathematics and science coalition shal
admi ni ster a two-year mathematics pilot programto help
teachers beconme aware of possibilities for mathematics
instruction other than traditional approaches and di scuss
t hese approaches with other teachers, enploy new problem
centered approaches, develop routines that create an
envi ronnent that pronotes probl em solving and student
aut onony, and integrate new approaches to teaching mathenatics
in the regular mathematics curriculum

2. The lowa mat hematics and science coalition shall |ocate
the pilot prograns in at |east three public school districts,
one located in a large school district, one located in a
medi um si zed school district, and one located in a small
school district. In the case of a large school district, the
district may apply for one or nore secondary schools in the
district provided that the mddle and el ementary school s
within the secondary school attendance area are represented in
the application. Districts participating in this program
shall require all teachers enployed by the district who teach
mat henatics to participate in the pilot program However, in
the case of a large district, only teachers enployed to teach
mat hematics in the secondary schools in the district shall be
required to participate in the pilot program For purposes of
this section, a large school district is a district with an
actual enrollnment of five thousand or nore pupils; a medium
sized school district is a district with an actual enroll nment
that is greater than one thousand one hundred ni nety-nine
pupils, but less than five thousand pupils; and a small schoo
district is a district with an actual enrollnment of one
t housand one hundred ni nety-nine or fewer pupils.

3. Funds appropriated for purposes of this section may be
used for admnistrative costs of the program and shall be used
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to provide partial financial assistance to a participating
school district. The portion of the programcosts for which a
district does not receive financial assistance pursuant to the
section shall be paid by the district. However, the district
may use phase IlIl1 funds to pay this portion of the program
costs.

4. There is appropriated fromthe general fund of the
state to the departnment of education for allocation to the
Il owa mat hermatics and science coalition for each fiscal year of
the fiscal period beginning July 1, 1998, and endi ng June 30,
2000, the sumof fifty thousand dollars for the nmathematics
pil ot program

Sec. 4. NEWSECTION. 256.44 NATI ONAL BOARD CERTI FI CATI ON
AWARD.

1. A teacher, as defined in section 272.1, who registers
for a national board for professional teaching standards
certificate and is enployed by a school district in |lowa shal
be eligible for a registration award as provided in subsection
2 and upon achi evenent of a national board for professiona
teaching standards certificate is eligible for an annual award
as provided in subsection 3.

2. To receive a partial registration award of one thousand
dollars, the teacher shall submt docunentation as required by
the department. A teacher nust apply to the departnent within
one year of registration under this subsection. A teacher
shal|l receive a final registration award of one thousand
dollars if the teacher notifies the departnment of the
teacher's certification achieverent within one year of
achieving certification and submits any docunentation
requested by the departnent.

3. To receive a two thousand dol | ar annual award for
achieving certification by the national board of professiona
teachi ng standards, a teacher shall apply to the departnment
within one year of eligibility. Paynent for awards shall be
made only upon departnental approval of an application or
recertification of eligibility. A nonrenewable term of
eligibility shall be for five years or for the years the
certificate is valid, whichever tinme period is shorter. In
order to continue receipt of paynents, a recipient shal
annual ly recertify eligibility.

4. A national board for professional teaching standards
certification fund is established in the office of treasurer
of state to be administered by the departnment. Mneys
appropriated by the general assenbly for deposit in the fund
shal | be paid as follows:

a. Upon receipt of award docunmentation as provided in
subsection 2.

b. On January 15 to teachers whose applications and
recertifications for rewards as provided in subsection 3 are
approved by the department.

The treasurer of state shall act as custodian of the fund
and may invest the noneys deposited in the fund. The incone
fromany investnent shall be credited to and deposited in the
fund. The director of revenue and finance shall issue
warrants upon the fund pursuant to the order of the departnent
and such warrants shall be paid fromthe fund by the treasurer
of state. Notw thstanding section 8.33, unencunbered or
unobl i gat ed noneys remaining in the fund on June 30 of the
fiscal year for which the funds were appropriated shall not
revert but shall be available for expenditure for the
followi ng fiscal year for the purposes of this section

5. There is appropriated fromthe general fund of the
state to the office of treasurer of state for the fiscal year
begi nning July 1, 1998, and each succeedi ng year, the sum of
two hundred fifty thousand dollars for deposit in the nationa
board for professional teaching standards certification fund
establ i shed and adm nistered pursuant to this section.
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Sec. 5. NEWSECTION. 256D.1 LEGQ SLATIVE FI NDI NGS AND
| NTENT.

The general assenbly finds that it is in the best interest
of the state to encourage and fund early educati on prograns
focused on kindergarten through grade three in the public
school districts. The goal of these prograns is to inprove
student achi evenent in the basic educational subject matters
of reading, |anguage arts, and mathematics, and to acconplish
proficiency in those subjects by grade four. Toward that
goal, it is the intent of this chapter to establish and fund
an early education inmprovenent program

Sec. 6. NEWSECTION. 256D.2 EARLY EDUCATI ON | MPROVEMENT
PROGRAM APPROPRI ATI ON

1. There is appropriated fromthe general fund of the
state to the departnment of education for the fiscal year
begi nning July 1, 1998, and for each succeeding fiscal year,
the sumof nine mllion dollars for the early education
i mprovenent program

2. For each fiscal year for which noneys are appropriated
in subsection 1, the ambunt of noneys allocated to schoo
districts shall be in the proportion that the basic enroll ment
of a district bears to the sumof the basic enrollments of al
school districts in the state for the budget year. However, a
district shall not receive less than ten thousand dollars in a
fiscal year. The lowa braille and sight saving school, the
state school for the deaf, and the Price | aboratory school at
the university of northern lowa shall annually certify their
basic enrollnents to the departnent of education by Cctober 1.

3. For each year for which an appropriation is nade to the
early education inprovenent program the departnment of
education shall notify the department of revenue and finance
of the anmpunt to be paid to each school district based upon
the distribution plan set forth for the appropriation nmade
pursuant to this section. The allocation to each school
district under this section shall be nmade in one paynent on or
about COctober 15 of the fiscal year for which the
appropriation is made, taking into consideration the relative
budget and cash position of the state resources.

4. Moneys received under this section shall not be
commingled with state aid paynents nade under section 257.16
to a school district and shall be accounted for by the schoo
district separately fromstate aid paynents.

5. Paynents nade to school districts under this section
are m scel | aneous income for purposes of chapter 257 and are
consi dered encunbered. Each school district shall maintain a
separate listing within their budgets for payments received
and expendi tures made pursuant to this section

6. Mbneys received under this section shall not be used
for paynment of any collective bargai ning agreenent or
arbitrator's decision negotiated or awarded under chapter 20.

7. For purposes of this chapter, "school district" neans a
public school district, the lowa braille and sight saving
school, the state school for the deaf, and the Price
| aboratory school at the university of northern |owa.

Sec. 7. NEWSECTION. 256D.3 EARLY EDUCATI ON | MPROVEMENT
PROGRAM  REPORTS.

1. Progress, as determ ned by school districts through
appropriate assessnents, for children enrolled in kindergarten
through grade three in attaining or surpassing student
achi evenent goal s as established under the accreditation
process in chapter 256, and an accounting of the use of the
nmoneys received by the school districts in accordance with
this chapter, shall be submitted in an annual report to the
departnent of education by Septenber 1 in the fiscal year
begi nning July 1, 1999, and in each succeeding year. Each
school district shall also certify, in the annual report to
the departnent, that the school districts used the nobneys
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recei ved under this chapter to supplenment, and not to

suppl ant, the noneys otherw se received and used by the schoo
district for kindergarten through grade three education

pur poses.

2. Progress, as deternined individually by the |Iowa
braille and sight saving school, the state school for the
deaf, and the Price |aboratory school at the university of
northern lowa, including the progress of children enrolled in
ki ndergarten through grade three in attaining or surpassing
student achi evenent goals, and an accounting of the use of the
nmoneys received by the school districts in accordance with
this chapter, shall be submitted in an annual report to the
state board of regents and the departnment of education by
Septenber 1 in the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1999, and in
each succeedi ng year. Each school district shall also
certify, in the annual report to the board of regents and the
departnment, that the school districts used the noneys received
under this chapter to supplement, and not to supplant, the
noneys ot herw se received and used by the school districts for
ki ndergarten through grade three educati on purposes.

3. The departnment shall submit, to the chairpersons and
ranki ng menbers of the house and senate education conmttees
by January 1, 2000, a report describing the ways in which the
school districts are naking use of the noneys received under
this chapter, and including the school districts, if any, that
used noneys received under this chapter to supplant funds the
school district was already receiving for kindergarten through
grade three education purposes.

4. The departnment shall submit, to the chairpersons and
ranki ng nenbers of the house and senate education conmittees
by January 1, 2002, a report describing school district
progress on attaining or surpassing student achi evenent goals.

Sec. 8. NEWSECTION. 256D.4 EARLY EDUCATI ON | MPROVEMENT
PROGRAM EXPENDI TURES

School districts shall expend funds received pursuant to
section 256D.2 to support education practices, prograns, or
assi stance for kindergarten through grade three that my
include, but are not limted to, the follow ng: reducing
adult to student ratios through the hiring of teachers and
adult teaching assistants; reading instruction in phonics;
vol unt eer coordi nator prograns; inplenentation of
i nstructional prograns designed to i nprove student achi evenent
in the areas of reading, |anguage arts, and mathenatics;
parental involvenent programs; and contributions toward
i mpl enent ati on of an extended school day or year program

Sec. 9. NEWSECTION. 256E.1 BEG NNI NG TEACHER | NDUCTI ON
PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED GRANTS

If the general assenbly appropriates noneys for purposes of
teacher induction, the departnment of education shal
coordi nate a begi nning teacher induction programto pronote
excellence in teaching, build a supportive environnment within
school districts, to increase the retention of prom sing
begi nni ng teachers, and pronote the personal and professiona
wel | -bei ng of teachers. The department of education shal
devel op a process for awardi ng begi nning teacher induction
grants to school districts, and shall adopt rules relating to
the equitable distribution of grants to school districts to
reflect diversity geographically and by popul ati on.

Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 256E.2 DEFIN TIONS

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherw se
requires:

1. "Beginning teacher" means an individual serving under
an initial provisional or conditional |icense, issued by the
board under chapter 272, who is assuning a position as a
cl assroom t eacher.

2. "Board of directors" neans the board of directors of a
school district or a collaboration of boards of directors of



school districts

3. "Cdassroomteacher” neans an individual who holds a
valid practitioner's license and who is enployed by a school
district under sections 279.13 through 279.19 in a schoo
district in this state or area education agency to provide
instruction to students.

4. "Departnent" means the departnent of education.

5. "Director" means the director of the departnent of
education

6. "District facilitator” neans a |icensed professiona

pursuant to chapter 272 who is appointed by the board of
directors, or a collaboration of districts, to serve as the
|iai son between the board of directors and the departnment for
t he begi nni ng teacher induction program

7. "Mentor" neans an individual enployed by a school
district or area education agency as a classroomteacher and
who holds a valid license to teach i ssued under chapter 272.

Sec. 11. NEWSECTION. 256E.3 DI STRICT PLAN.

1. A board of directors of a school district or the boards
of directors of a collaboration of school districts
participating in the beginning teacher induction program shal
appoint a district facilitator, whose duties shall include,
but are not linmted to, overseeing the devel opnent of a plan
for meeting the goals of the programas set forth in section
256E. 1, and conposing a district conmttee pursuant to
subsection 2.

2. The nenbership of the district committee conposed by
the district facilitator shall include, but is not limted to,
licensed practitioners and an area education agency staff
devel opnent prof essi onal

3. The district committee shall adopt a plan and witten
procedures for an induction programconsistent with this
chapter. The plan and the witten procedures shall, at a
m ni mum provide the process for the selection of and the
nunber of nentors; the nentor training process; the tinetable
by which the plan shall be inplenented; placenent of nentors
and begi nni ng teachers; the m ninum amount of contact tine
bet ween nmentors and begi nning teachers; the m ni rum anmount of
release tine for nmentors and begi nning teachers for neetings
for planning, denonstration, observation, feedback, and
wor kshops; the process for dissolving nentoring partnerships;
and the process for neasuring the results of the program The
district conmittee shall recommend to the board of directors
or boards of directors of a collaboration the nanes of
cl assroomteachers eligible to be nentors.

4. The district facilitator shall submt the plan, and the
proposed costs of inplenmenting the plan, to the board of
directors or boards of directors of a collaboration, which
shal | consider the plan and, once approved, submit the plan
and a reasonabl e cost proposal to the department of education,
whi ch shall award grants as equitably as possible based on the
geographi ¢ and popul ati on diversity of the school districts
submitting plans. Grants nmay be awarded i n subsequent years
based upon the nost recent plan on file with the departnent.

5. The district conmittee is encouraged to work with area
educati on agenci es and postsecondary institutions in the
preparation and i nmpl enentati on of a plan.

Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 256E. 4 BEQ NNI NG TEACHER AND
MENTOR SELECTI ON AND PLACEMENT.

1. To be eligible to be a nentor, a licensed practitioner
shall, at a mninmum be enployed by a school district as a
cl assroomteacher, have a record of at least five years of
ef fective practice, have been enployed for one full year in
the district on a nonprobationary basis, and denonstrate
prof essional comitnent to the inprovenent of teaching and
| earni ng, and the devel opment of begi nning teachers.

2. The district facilitator shall position beginning



teachers in a manner that provides the greatest opportunity to
participate with the | argest nunber of nentors

Sec. 13. NEWSECTION. 256E.5 BEGQ NNI NG TEACHER | NDUCTI ON
STATE SUBSI DY FUND.

1. A teacher who is enrolled as a nmentor in an approved
begi nni ng teacher induction programshall be eligible for an
award of five hundred dollars per senester of participation in
the program which shall be paid from noneys received pursuant
to this section by the school district enploying the nmentor.

2. Mboneys received by a school district pursuant to this
chapter shall be expended to provide nentors with awards in
accordance with subsection 1, to inplenment the plan, to pay
the costs of the enployer's share of contributions to federa
soci al security and the lowa public enployees' retirenent
system or a pension and annuity retirenent system established
under chapter 294, for such amounts paid by the district.

3. Mneys received by a school district under this chapter
are m scel |l aneous inconme for purposes of chapter 257 or are
consi dered encunbered. Each local school district shal
mai ntain a separate listing within their budget for paynents
recei ved and expenditures made pursuant to this section.

4. Moneys received for purposes of this chapter shall not
be used for payment of any collective bargai ni ng agreenment or
arbitrator's decision negotiated or awarded under chapter 20.

5. A beginning teacher induction fund is established in
the office of the treasurer of state to be adninistered by the
departnment. Moneys appropriated by the general assenbly for
deposit in the fund shall be used to provide funding to schoo
districts pursuant to the requirements of this section

6. Notwithstanding section 8.33, unencunbered or
unobl i gated funds remai ning on June 30 of the fiscal year for
whi ch the funds were appropriated shall not revert but shal
be available for expenditure in the followi ng fiscal year for
the purposes of this section.

Sec. 14. NEWSECTION. 256E. 6 REPORTS.

The board of directors of a school district or a
col I aboration of school districts inplementing an approved
begi nni ng teacher induction programas provided in this
chapter shall submit an assessnment of the program s results by
July 1 of the fiscal year succeeding the year in which the
board or the collaboration of districts received noneys under
this chapter. The departnent shall annually report the
statewi de results of the programto the chairpersons and the
ranki ng nenbers of the house and senate educati on conmittees
by January 1.

Sec. 15. Section 257.20, subsection 2, Code 1997, is
amended by addi ng the foll ow ng new paragraph

NEW PARAGRAPH. c¢. If the departnent of education prorates
the amount of the instructional support state aid paid to each
district pursuant to this subsection, the board of directors
shal |l be authorized to call an election in the manner provided
in section 257.18 to inpose an additional instructiona
support property tax, or a conbination of an additiona
i nstructional support property tax and an additiona
i nstructional support income surtax, in an anount cal cul ated
by the departnent of managenent to equal the difference
bet ween what the district would be entitled to receive if the
i nstructional support levy were fully funded pursuant to
subsection 1, and the ampbunt of the prorated state aid
cal cul ated pursuant to paragraph "b".

The additional voter-approved taxing authority pursuant to
this paragraph shall be granted for each budget year in which
a prorated state aid paynent is received, for a period not to
exceed the duration of the underlying instructional support
program However, the anpbunt of additional voter-approved
i nstructional support property tax and voter-approved
addi tional instructional support incone surtax, if inposed,




may be determined by the board of directors in a different
proportion than for the instructional support property tax and
i nstructional support income surtax inposed for the underlying
i nstructional support program Certification procedures
regardi ng i nposition of additional instructional support
property tax or additional voter-approved instructiona

support incone surtax shall be as provided in sections 257.19
and 257.25. The paynents shall be cal cul ated, paid, and
deposited at the same tinme and in the sane nanner as provided
in sections 257.21 through 257. 26.

Sec. 16. NEWSECTION. 268.6 TEACHER | NTERNSHI P PI LOT
PROGRAM

1. The university of northern lowa shall design and
i mpl enent a teacher internship pilot programto permt the
integration of theoretical and practical |earning. The
university shall develop the programin consultation with the
state board of education and the board of educationa
exam ners.

2. The teacher internship pilot programinplenented by the
university shall include all of the follow ng

a. Student interns enrolled in the programshall complete
a one-year teaching experience conducted in a collaborating
school district. A student intern shall be an enpl oyee of the
participating school district. The anmount of noney a school
district shall pay to a student intern shall be negotiated by
the school district and the university in consultation with
the departnment of education.

b. Application of the best teaching practices in diverse
settings and in responding to diverse student needs under the
supervi sion of selected district teachers and university
per sonnel .

c. Seminars and special projects designed to neet student
i ntern needs.

d. Collaboration and support froma participating school
district relating to supervision and assessnent of the student
intern's performance.

e. Collaboration and support fromthe university in
devel opi ng rigorous graduate coursework and in matters
relating to supervision, instruction, and evaluation of the
student intern in conjunction w th personnel enployed by the
participating school district.

3. Student interns who enroll in the programshall receive
graduate credit for successful conpletion of teacher
i nternship program coursework. The successful conpletion of a
one-year teacher internship under the program shall be
recogni zed as the equival ent of one year of teaching
experi ence.

4. A teacher who is enployed by a school district and who
acts as a clinical supervisor for the teacher internship pilot
program shall be eligible for a stipend of one thousand
dol l ars per senester of participation in the program The
stipend and the costs of the enployer's share of contributions
to federal social security and the |Iowa public enpl oyees
retirement system established under chapter 294, for such
anounts by the district, shall be paid from noneys received by
the participating school district fromnoneys allocated to the
university of northern lowa pursuant to this section

5. Mbneys received by a school district under this section
shall not be conmmingled with state aid payments nade under
section 257.16 to a school district and shall be accounted for
by the school district separately fromstate aid paynents.

6. Paynents nade to school districts under this section
are m scel | aneous income for purposes of chapter 257 and are
consi dered encunbered. A school district shall maintain a
separate budget listing for payments received and expenditures
made pursuant to this section

7. Mbneys received by a school district under this section
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shal | not be used for paynent of any collective bargaining
agreenent or arbitrator's decision negotiated or awarded under
chapter 20.

8. Annually on or by January 15, the university of
northern lowa shall submit a report describing activities
associated with the programto the chairpersons and ranking
menbers of the standi ng house and senate education conmttees.

9. a. There is appropriated fromthe general fund of the
state to the state board of regents for the fiscal year
begi nning July 1, 1998, and endi ng June 30, 1999, the sum of
two hundred twenty thousand dollars for the teacher internship
pilot programat the university of northern |owa.

b. There is appropriated fromthe general fund of the
state to the state board of regents for each fiscal year of
the fiscal period beginning July 1, 2000, and ending June 30,
2002, the sumof five hundred seventy-five thousand dollars
for the teacher internship pilot programat the university of
northern | owa.

10. This section is repealed on July 1, 2002.

Sec. 17. Section 272.1, Code 1997, is anmended by adding
the foll owi ng new subsection

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 4A. "Para-educator” neans a person who is
licensed to assist a teacher in the performance of
i nstructional tasks to support and assist classroom
instruction and rel ated school activities.

Sec. 18. NEWSECTION. 272.12 PARA- EDUCATOR LI CENSES.

1. The board of educational exam ners shall adopt rules
pursuant to chapter 17A relating to a nmulti-level voluntary
i censing systemrangi ng from para-educator generalist to
par a- educat or specialist. The rules shall outline the
i nstructional and other school activity tasks the individuals
licensed under this section may perform The board shal
determ ne whether an applicant is qualified to performthe
duties for which a para-educator |icense is sought.

2. Applicants for a para-educator license as a generali st
must hol d a high school diplom froman accredited secondary
school or a high school equival ency diplonma issued in
accordance with chapter 259A. The applicant nust al so have
conpl eted additional in-service training in at |least all of
the foll owi ng areas:

Behavi or nmanagenent .

Et hical responsibilities and behavior.

Exceptional child and at-risk child behavior.

Col [ aboration skills and interpersonal relations.
Child and yout h devel opnent.

Applicants for a para-educator |icense as a speciali st
nust meet the requirenents of subsection 2 and additiona
requi renents as prescribed by rule.

4. A public school district, area educati on agency,
community college, institution of higher education under the
state board of regents, or an accredited private institution
as defined in section 261.9, subsection 1, with a program
approved by the state board of education, may train and
recomend individuals for board |icensure.

5. Applicants shall be disqualified for any of the
foll owi ng reasons:

wo oo T

a. The applicant is less than eighteen years of age.

b. The applicant has a record of founded child abuse.

c. The applicant has been convicted of a felony.

d. The applicant's application is fraudul ent.

e. The applicant's license or certification from another

state i s suspended or revoked.

f. The applicant fails to neet board standards for
application for an initial or renewed |icense.

6. Qualifications or criteria for the granting or
revocation of a license or the deternination of an
i ndi vidual 's professional standing shall not include



menber shi p or nonmenbership in any teachers' organi zation

Sec. 19. NEWSECTION. 279.12A EVALUATI ON CRI TERI A AND
PROCEDURES.

A board of directors of a school district shall establish
eval uation procedures and evaluation criteria for al
personnel. If an exclusive bargaining representative has been
certified, a school board shall negotiate in good faith with
respect to eval uation procedures pursuant to chapter 20.
However, the determ nation of the substantive criteria for
eval uations and the standards of performance expected of
district personnel shall be reserved as an excl usive
managenent right of the school board, and shall not be subject
to mandatory negotiations in accordance with section 20.09.
The determination of the substantive criteria for eval uations
and standards of performance as established by the board is
final. Objections to the use or content of an evaluation in a
teacher term nation proceeding shall be brought before the
school board in the hearing held in accordance with section
279.16 and shall not be subject to grievance procedures
negotiated in accordance with section 20.18.

Sec. 20. NEWSECTION. 279.14B PRACTI TI ONER PERFORVANCE
| MPROVEMENT PROGRAM

1. The departnent of education shall establish and
i mpl ement a voluntary practitioner performance inprovenent
program that shall provide technical assistance to teachers
and admi ni strators fromeach public school district and area
education agency. The departnent shall consult with the |Iowa
state education association, the Iowa association of school
boards, the school adm nistrators of |owa, and, as
practicable, other entities providing simlar prograns, in
devel opi ng the program The program shall do the follow ng

a. At a mininmum the programshall provide adm nistrators
with training, including but not linmted to, semnars and
witten materials, relating to the areas of enpl oynment
policies and procedures, enploynent docunentation, performance
eval uations, corrective performance techni ques, discipline,
term nation, and support by qualified individuals for
i npl enentati on of the program Training received by an
adm nistrator in accordance with this section shall apply
toward an adnministrator's eval uator approval renewal. The
program shall not be used to provide consultation or
assi stance on specific enploynent situations.

b. The program shall include the establishnent and
i mpl enentati on of a regional systemto provide technica
assi stance to teachers and adm nistrators who are performng
i nadequat el y.

2. The departnment shall submit an annual report to the
chai rpersons and ranki ng nenbers of the house and senate
standi ng education conmittees sunmarizing programactivities
and describing the departnent's plans for inproving or
changi ng the program

3. There is appropriated fromthe general fund of the
state to the department of education for each fiscal year the
sum of three hundred thousand dollars for purposes of the
practitioner perfornmance inprovenent program

O the funds appropriated, the sumof two hundred thousand
dollars shall be used for purposes of subsection 1, paragraph

a", and the sum of one hundred thousand dollars shall be used
for purposes of subsection 1, paragraph "b".

Sec. 21. Section 279.19, unnunbered paragraph 2, Code
1997, is anended to read as foll ows:

In the case of the termi nation of a probationary teacher's
contract, the provisions of sections 279.15 and 279. 16 shal
apply. However, notwithstanding any provision to the
contrary, the grievance procedures of section 20.18 shall not
apply in the case of the termnation of the contract of a
teacher serving a probationary period




Sec. 22. NEWSECTION. 279.59 PRACTI TI ONER RECOGNI TI ON
AWARD PI LOT PROGRAM

1. Subject to an appropriation of sufficient funds by the
general assenbly, the department shall design and inplenment a
practitioner recognition award pilot programfor recognizing
superior teaching and | earning and rewardi ng excellence in
teaching practices and results, or for admnistrative

| eader shi p.
2. The practitioner recognition award pilot program
i mpl enented by the departnment shall include, but shall not be

limted to, all of the follow ng:

a. A nomnation procedure that permts nom nations to be
made by the practitioner, other practitioners, or parents.

b. Award distribution to individuals or to nom nated teans
of practitioners.

c. Award eligibility based upon conpletion of one ful
school year in the district as a |licensed practitioner, a
satisfactory or higher ranking on a performance eval uati on by
the practitioner's admnistrator or a recomendati on fromthe
board of directors of the district, and certification that the
practitioner inproved student achievenent in the year of award
eligibility. Eligibility my be for nore than one year, if
appropri at e.

d. Voluntary participation by a noni nee.

e. Use of objective nethods for neasuring inprovenment in
student achievenent. Miltiple nmeasurenent and assessnent
tools may be used. However, if a standard, objective nethod
for measuring inprovenent in a subject area is unavail able,
the practitioner or the school district nay request approval
fromthe director of education to use an alternative,
obj ective nmethod for neasuring inprovement in student
achi evenent. The director's decision shall be final

3. The departnment shall determine the mininumcriteria
necessary for eligibility in the program and shall utilize
and distribute to school districts a weighting system for
criteria evaluation that ranks the criteria in the follow ng
order of priority: inprovenment in student achievenent,
practitioner advancement through education or professiona
desi gnati on achi evenent, practitioner participation as a
menber or |eader of a team initiative in student achi evenent,
and comunity invol venent.

4. To noninate an individual for an award, an individua
shal | subnmit a one-page application and report, on a form
designed and distributed to school districts by the department
of education, to a local school district coordinator who shal
be designated by the board of directors of the schoo
district. The formshall be conpleted by the practitioner,
two col | eagues, and three parents selected by the
practitioner. The district coordinator shall tabulate the
totals of all nom nations according to the minimumcriteria
determ ned by the departnent under subsection 2. The district
may judge a nominee by criteria in addition to the criteria
establ i shed by the departnent.

5. The ranked list of nom nees shall be submitted to the
board of directors of the school district for review and
approval. The board of directors shall be responsible for
determ ning the nunber of awards and the anount of the awards
based upon the nmoneys received by the school district pursuant
to section 279.60. The board of directors shall also consult
with practitioners to plan appropriate recognition events
within the district for presentation of the awards.

Sec. 23. NEWSECTION. 279.60 PRACTI TI ONER RECOGNI Tl ON
AWARD FUNDI NG

1. Subject to an appropriation of sufficient funds by the
general assenbly, and the establishnent of a practitioner
recognition award pilot program by Septenber 15, each schoo
district willing to participate in the practitioner



recognition award pilot programshall notify the departnent of
education of the intent to participate in the program

2. Fromthe nopneys appropriated for purposes of this
program the amount of noneys allocated to school districts
that have notified the department of the intent to participate
in the programshall be in the proportion that the basic
enrol Il nent of a district bears to the sumof the basic
enrollments of all school districts in the state for the
budget year that are willing to participate in the program
If the lowa braille and sight saving school, the state schoo
for the deaf, and the Price |aboratory school at the
university of northern lowa notify the departnment of the
intent to participate, they shall annually certify their basic
enroll ments to the departnment of education by Cctober 1.
However, the anobunt of an award to a school district shall not
exceed the sum of one hundred thousand doll ars.

3. For each year in which an appropriation is nmade to the
practitioner recognition award pilot program the depart nment
of education shall notify the departnent of revenue and
finance of the anmount to be paid to each school district based
upon the distribution plan set forth for the appropriation
made pursuant to this section. The allocation to each schoo
district under this section shall be nade in one paynent on or
about January 15 of the fiscal year in which the appropriation
is made, taking into consideration the relative budget and
cash position of the state resources.

4. Moneys received under this section shall not be
commingled with state aid paynents nade under sections 257.16
to a school district and shall be accounted for by the |oca
school district separately fromstate aid paynments.

5. Paynents made to school districts under this section
are m scel l aneous incone for purposes of chapter 257 or are
consi dered encunbered. Each |ocal school district shal
mai ntain a separate listing within their budget for paynents
recei ved and expenditures made pursuant to this section.

6. Mbneys received under this section shall not be used
for payment of any collective bargai ning agreenent or
arbitrator's decision negotiated or awarded under chapter 20.

7. For purposes of this section, "school district" neans a
school district, the lowa braille and sight saving school, the
state school for the deaf, and the Price | aboratory school at
the university of northern |owa.

8. Awards to practitioners under this programshall not be
built into the base pay for the practitioner, but shall be

23 1l included in the calculation to determ ne pension contributions
23 2 in the year in which the award is received
23 3 Sec. 24. Section 294A.5, Code 1997, is anmended to read as
23 4 foll ows:
23 5 294A.5 M N MUM SALARY SUPPLEMENT.
23 6 1. For the school year beginning July 1,
—1987
— 1998, and
23 7 succeeding school years, the m nimum annual salary paid to a
23 8 full-time teacher as regul ar conpensation shall be
—ei-ghteen
23 9 twenty-one thousand dollars.
23 10 2. The mininumsalary supplenment shall be the sum of the
23 11 following, as applicable:
23 12 a. For the school year beginning July 1,
—1987
— 1998, for
23 13 phase |, each school district and area educati on agency shal
23 14 certify to the departnment of education by the third Friday in



23 15 Septenber the nanes of all teachers enployed by the district
23 16 or area education agency whose regul ar conpensation is |ess
23 17 than

—ei-ghteen

— twenty-one thousand dollars per year for that
23 18 year and the anmpunts needed as m ni nrum sal ary suppl enents.
23 19 The mini mum sal ary suppl ement for each eligible teacher is the
23 20 total of the difference between

—ei-ghteen
- _mgﬂLy;gﬂg,thousand
23 21 dollars and the teacher's regul ar conpensation plus the anount

23 22 required to pay the enployer's share of the federal socia

23 23 security and lowa public enpl oyees' retirenent system or a

23 24 pension and annuity retirenent system established under

23 25 chapter 294, paynents on the additional salary noneys.

23 26 However, for purposes of this paragraph, a teacher's regular
23 27 conpensation for the school year beginning July 1, 1998, shal

23 28 not be |lower than twenty-one thousand doll ars.

23 29 b. The total mninmumsalary supplenent paid to a schoo
23 30 district under phase | for the school year beginning July 1,
23 31 1997.

23 32 Sec. 25. Section 294A.6, unnunbered paragraph 1, Code
23 33 1997, is anended to read as follows:

23 34 1. For the school year beginning July 1,

—1987

— 1998, the
23 35 departnent of education shall notify the departnment of revenue
24 1 and finance of the total mininum salary suppl enent
24 2 described in section 294A.5, subsection 2, paragraphs "a" and
24 3 "b", to be paid to each school district and area education
24 4 agency under phase | and the departnent of revenue and finance
24 5 shall nmake the paynents. For school years after the schoo
24 6 year beginning July 1,

—1987

— 1998, if a school district or area

24 7 education agency reduces the nunber of its full-tinme
24 8 equival ent teachers bel ow the nunber enpl oyed during the
24 9 school year beginning July 1,

— 1998, the departnent of
24 10 revenue and finance shall reduce the total mininmm salary
24 11 suppl enent payable to that school district or area education
24 12 agency so that the anpunt paid is equal to the ratio of the
24 13 nunber of full-tinme equival ent teachers enployed in the schoo
24 14 district or area education agency for that school year divided
24 15 by the nunber of full-tinme equival ent teachers enployed in the
24 16 school district or area educati on agency for the school year
24 17 beginning July 1,

— 1998, and multiplying that fraction by
24 18 the total mnimum sal ary supplenent paid to that schoo
24 19 district or area education agency for the school year
24 20 beginning July 1,

24 21' Sec. 26. Section 294A.25, subsection 1, Code Suppl enent
24 22 1997, is anended to read as foll ows:
24 23 1. For the fiscal year beginning July 1,

—1990



— 1998, and
24 24 for each succeeding year, there is appropriated fromthe
24 25 general fund of the state to the departnment of education the
24 26 anount of

—hRihRety—two
— eighty-one nmllion

—ohe
— four hundred
24 27 seventy-six thousand

. T
— six hundred sixty-six dollars
24 28 to be used to inprove teacher salaries

— The moneys shall be
25 3 distributed as provided in this section.
25 4 Sec. 27. Section 294A.25, subsection 7, Code Suppl enent
25 5 1997, is anended to read as foll ows:
25 6 7. Commencing with the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1990,
25 7 the anount of

— sty

— seventy-five thousand dollars for the
25 8 anbassador to education program under section 256.43.
25 9 Sec. 28. CURRENT NATI ONAL BQOARD CERTI FI CATE HOLDERS. In
25 10 order to receive paynent under section 256.44, as enacted by
25 11 this Act, a teacher who by July 1, 1998, neets the
25 12 qualifications for an award under section 256.44, shall apply
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to the departnent for paynment under section 256.44 by June 30,
1999.

Sec. 29. INTIAL YEAR

1. The board of directors of a school district, or the
boards of directors of a collaboration, determined to
participate in the beginning teacher induction programin
fiscal year 1998-1999, shall submt the plan required under
section 256E. 3, if enacted in this Act, to the departnment of
education by October 15, 1998.

2. By January 15, 1999, the departnent of education shal
award grants as provided in accordance with section 256E. 3, if
enacted in this Act.

Sec. 30. APPLICABILITY. Section 20 of this Act, relating
to evaluation criteria, takes effect July 1, 1998, for
col l ective bargai ning agreenents or contracts entered into on
or after July 1, 1998, between teachers and the boards of
directors of school districts

EXPLANATI ON

This bill relates to teachers contracts and the
establ i shnment of evaluation criteria, frontier schools, a
begi nni ng teachers induction program a practitioner
recognition award pilot program mathematics pilot prograns,
awards to teachers for national board certification, an early
education inproverment program instructional support state
aid, a teacher internship pilot programat the university of
northern | owa, para-educator |icenses, a practitioner
performance i nprovenent program and an increase in the
m ni mum t eachers' sal ary.

Code section 256.22: Establishes a frontier and extended
year school planning grant programto provide for the
al | ocation of grants to school districts, or a collaboration
of school districts, ready to investigate the possibility of
converting of an existing school within a district to a
frontier or to an extended school year. The bill defines a
"frontier school" to nean a school that is nonsectarian in its
program admi ssion policies, enploynent practices, and al
ot her operations. The school is a public school and shall not
charge admi ssion or tuition. The primary focus of a frontier
school shall be to provide a conprehensive program of
instruction for at |east one grade or age group fromfive
through 18 years of age. The school district or collaboration
of school districts shall agree to appoint a frontier school
pl anni ng committee conposed of parents, teachers
adm ni strators, and individuals representing business, and the
|l ocal community. The bill describes the issues a planning
grant nust be used to exam ne

The bill appropriates $500,000 fromthe general fund of the
state to the departnent of education for grant awards, the
anounts of which shall be determ ned by the departnent.
However, a grant awarded to a school district under the
provisions of this section shall not exceed $25, 000.

Code section 256.24: Appropriates $50,000 fromthe genera
fund of the state to the departnent of education for each of
the next two years and directs the | owa mathematics and
science coalition to adm nister a two-year mathematics pil ot
programto hel p teachers beconme aware of possibilities for
mat hematics instruction other than traditional approaches.

The pilot programs shall be located in at |east three public
school s districts, one located in a large school district, one
| ocated in a nedi umsized school district, and one |ocated in
a small school district.

Code section 256.44: Provides for a $2,000 registration
award and an annual paynment of $2,000 for up to five years to
each teacher enployed by a school district in Ilowa who holds a
nati onal board for professional teaching standards
certificate. |Individuals nust provide certification as
required by the departnent of education and apply to the



departnment within one year of achieving certification. The
bill also establishes a national board for professiona
teaching standards certification fund to be adnini stered by
the departnment of education and appropriates $250, 000 annual |y
to the fund.

New Code chapter 256D: Establishes an early education
i mprovenent program focused on kindergarten through grade
three, with an annual appropriation of $9 mllion fromthe
state general fund to the department of education

The general assenbly finds, according to the bill, that it
is in the best interest of the state to encourage and fund
early education progranms in public school districts. The bil
defines the goals of an eligible early education inprovenent
program and lists the conponents of early education practices
and prograns for which state funding may be expended.

The bill provides for a per pupil annual distribution of
the funds appropriated, but stipulates that a school district
shall receive no less than $10,000. The bill defines the term

"school district"” to include public school districts, the lowa
braille and sight saving school, the state school for the
deaf, and the Price l|aboratory school at the university of
northern | owa.

The bill requires that school districts report to the
appropriate state agencies progress nmade in attaining or
sur passi ng student achi evenent goals. The bill also requires

the departnent of education to subnmit to the chairpersons and
ranki ng nenbers of the house and senate committees on
education reports describing the ways school districts are
using early education noneys, whether any are using the noneys
to suppl ant other funding, and describing district progress on
attaini ng or surpassing student achievenent goals.

New Code chapter 256E: Creates a begi nning teacher
i nduction programto pronote excellence in teaching, build a
supportive environnent in school districts to increase the
retention of prom sing beginning teachers, and pronote the
personal and professional well-being of teachers. The bil
appropriates $180,000 for the first year of the program
fiscal year 1998-1999

The bill directs the departnment of education to develop a
process to be used in awardi ng begi nning teacher grants.

A teacher serving as a nentor under the programis eligible
for an award of $500 per senester of participation. Moneys
received by a district shall be expended for awards to
mentors, for the costs of the enployer's share of
contributions to federal social security and the lowa public
enpl oyees' retirement systemor a pension and annuity
retirement system established under chapter 294, for such
anmounts paid by the districts.

The bill establishes a beginning teacher induction fund in
the office of the treasurer of state to be administered by the
departnent of education.

A school district shall appoint a district facilitator who
acts as a liaison between the board and the departnent of
education who shall appoint a district commttee. The
district committee nenbership shall include, but is not
limted to, licensed teachers and an area educati on agency
staff devel opnment professional. The district conmttee nust
adopt a plan and witten procedures for a mentor program which
shall, at a mninmum address the application, nentor
sel ection, and nentor training processes; the tinmetable for
pl an i npl enentation; placenment; mninmmrel ease tine;
nmeasurenent of results; and di ssolving nmentoring partnerships.
District conmttees are encouraged to collaborate with area
educati on agenci es and postsecondary institutions in the
preparation of plans. The district conmttee shall recomend
to the board of directors the nanes of classroomteachers
eligible to be nentors.



The board of directors shall subnit the plan and a
reasonabl e cost proposal to the departnent, which shall award
grants to school districts, selecting fromthe schoo
districts submtting plans based solely upon equitability and
geogr aphi ¢ and popul ation diversity.

The bill also requires that a |icensed teacher, to be
eligible to be a nmentor, be enployed by a school district as a
cl assroom teacher, have a record of at |east five years of
effective practice, have been enployed for one full year in
the district on a nonprobationary basis, and denonstrate
prof essional comitnent to the inprovenent of teaching and
| earni ng, and the devel opment of begi nning teachers.

Code section 257.20: Permts school districts receiving a
prorated instructional support state aid paynent to call an
el ection to receive voter-approval for additional taxing
authority to fully fund the instructional support program

The bill provides that the board of directors of a schoo
district shall be authorized to call an election in the manner
provided in Code section 257.18 to inpose an additional voter-
approved instructional support property tax, or a conbination
of an additional voter-approved instructional support property
tax and an additional voter-approved instructional support
i ncome surtax, in an anmount cal cul ated by the departnent of
managenent to equal the difference between what the district
woul d be entitled to receive if the instructional support |evy
were fully funded pursuant to Code section 257.20, subsection
1, and the amount of the prorated state aid cal cul ated
pursuant to Code section 257.20, subsection 2, paragraph "b"

The bill provides that the additional voter-approved taxing
authority shall be granted for each budget year in which a
prorated state aid paynent is received, for a period not to
exceed the duration of the underlying instructional support
program and that the amount of additional voter-approved
i nstructional support property tax and additional voter-
approved instructional support incone surtax, if inposed, may
be deternmi ned by the board of directors in a different
proportion than the underlying instructional support property
tax and inconme surtax anmobunts. The bill provides that
certification procedures regarding inposition of the
addi ti onal voter-approved tax shall be as provided in Code
sections 257.19 and 257.25, and that the paynments shall be
cal cul ated, paid, and deposited as provided i n Code sections
257. 21 through 257. 26.

New Code section 268.6: Establishes a teacher internship
pilot programat the university of northern lowa. The bil
appropriates $220,000 fromthe general fund of the state to
the state board of regents to support the programin the 1998-
1999 fiscal year, and $575,000 for each of the next two years.

The bill directs the university to design and inplenent an
internship pilot programto continue the professional growth
of beginning practitioners. The university nust submt the
programto the state board of education for approval.

The program as described in the bill, will provide student
interns with graduate credit for the successful conpletion of
coursework and requires student interns enrolled in the
programto conpl ete a one-year teaching experience in a
col | aborating school district.

The university is required to apply the best teaching
practices in diverse settings and in responding to diverse
student needs under the supervision of selected schoo
district teachers and university personnel; provide seninars
and special projects designed to neet student intern needs;
devel op rigorous graduate coursework and to col |l aborate with
and support participating school districts in natters relating
to supervision, instruction, and eval uation of the student
intern in conjunction with personnel enployed by the
participating school district.



School districts participating in the programare required
to collaborate with the university and provi de support
relating to supervision and assessment of the student intern's
per f or mance.

From noneys appropriated for purposes of the program the
uni versity shall pay teachers enpl oyed by school districts
participating in the programas clinical supervisors a stipend
of $1, 000 per senester.

The bill also requires annual reporting by the university,
to describe the activities associated with the programto the
chai rpersons and ranki ng nenbers of the standi ng house and
senate education comittees

Code section 272.1 and new Code section 272.12: Require
the board of educational exam ners to adopt rules relating to
a multi-level voluntary licensing systemfor para-educators
which the bill defines as a person who is |licensed to assist a
teacher in the performance of instructional tasks to support
and assi st classroominstruction and rel ated schoo
activities. The bill appropriates $25,000 to the board for
devel opi ng and i npl emrenting the system

A school district, area education agency, comunity
col l ege, regents university, or accredited private university,
with prograns approved by the state board of education, nay
train and recomrend individuals for board |icensure

The bill lists a nunber of reasons why an applicant shal
be disqualified frombeing issued or holding a |icense

Code section 279.12A: Provides that a school board shal
negotiate with respect to evaluation procedures but the
board's substantive evaluation criteria are final
notw t hst andi ng the scope of negotiations as provided for in
the coll ective bargaining chapter, Code chapter 20.
hjections to the use or content of an evaluation in a teacher
term nation proceeding is not subject to the grievance
procedures of Code section 20.18.

New Code section 279.14B: Provides for the establishnent
and i npl enentation, within the departnent of education, of a
voluntary practitioner performance inprovenent programto
provi de technical assistance to teachers and adm nistrators
fromeach public school district and area educati on agency.
Administrators will be assisted in the areas of enpl oyee
performance evaluation and termnation. The departnent is
also required to consult with the lowa state education
associ ation, the lowa association of school boards, the school
adm nistrators of lowa and others in devel oping the program
The bill appropriates $300, 000 for the program

An annual report summarizi ng program activities and
describing the departnent's plans for inproving or changing
the programis required to be submitted to the chairpersons
and ranki ng nenbers of the house and senate standi ng education
comrmittees by the departnent.

Code section 279.19, unnunbered paragraph 2: Denies the
application of the grievance procedures of Code chapter 20,
the public enploynent relations Act governing collective
bargaining, to a probationary teacher whose contract is
term nat ed.

Code sections 279.59 and 279.60: Provide for the
establ i shnment and inplenmentation of a practitioner recognition
award pilot programfor recognizing superior teaching and
| earni ng and rewardi ng excellence in teaching practices and
results, or for administrative |eadership. The bill
appropriates $1,000,000 to the departnent of education for the
program for fiscal year 1998-1999.

The programis to include a nonmination procedure that
permts nom nations to be made by the practitioner, other
practitioners, or parents; award distribution to individuals
or to nomi nated teans of practitioners; award eligibility
based upon conpletion of one full school year in the district
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as a licensed practitioner, a satisfactory or higher ranking
on a performance eval uation by the practitioner's

adm nistrator, or a recomendation fromthe board of directors
of the district; eligibility for nore than one year, if
applicable; voluntary participation by a nom nee; and use of
obj ective nethods for measuring inprovenment in student

achi evenent .

The departnment shall determine the minimumcriteria
necessary for eligibility in the program based upon a
wei ghting systemfor criteria eval uation.

The board of directors of the school district is
responsi bl e for determ ning the nunber of awards and the
anount of the awards based upon the noneys received by the
school district.

To receive program noneys, a school district nust notify
the departnent of its intent to participate in the program by
Septenber 15. The bill provides for the noneys to be divided
on a per pupil basis anmong the school district that have
indicated their intent to participate. The lowa braille and
sight saving school, the state school for the deaf, and the
Price | aboratory school at the university of northern |lowa are
consi dered school districts under the bill and are therefore
eligible to participate if they notify the departnent of the
intent to participate.

Code sections 294A.5; 294A.6, unnunbered paragraph 1; and
294A. 25, subsection 1: Increase the mini mum annual teachers
salary from $18,000 to $21,000. The bill also provides for
the payment of a m ni mum sal ary suppl enment to school
districts. The bill also appropriates $81, 476, 666 annually to
pay for increased teachers' salaries.

Code section 294A. 25, subsection 7: |Increases the anount
of educational excellence noneys to the anbassador to
education program from $60, 000 to $75, 000.
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