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1 Section 1. CH LD PROTECTI ON SYSTEM REVI EW

1. The citizens' aide shall conduct a review of the
state's child protection systemin accordance with this
section. The review shall enconpass all aspects of the
system including child abuse reporting, investigation, and
assessnent, child renoval, child in need of assistance
proceedi ngs, review and appeals, and term nation of parental
rights. The purpose of reviewis to determ ne whether the
current system adequately provides fairness and due process
protections for all persons involved with the system

2. The review may include but is not limted to all of the
fol | owi ng:

a. Surveys of attorneys experienced in representing
subj ects of child abuse investigations and assessnents and in
child welfare and famly | aw

b. Surveys of persons who have been the subject of a child
abuse investigation or assessnent.

c. Reviews of known conplaints concerning the system

d. Reviews of previous testinobny and subm ssions by
critics and proponents of the systemto |egislative,
adm ni strative, and other bodi es organized to provide
oversight of the child protection system In addition, the
review may include review of the reports and findings of these
bodi es.

e. Review of legal information concerning child protection
i ncluding state and federal statutory requirenents, rules,
regul ati ons, and policies, judicial decisions including
di ssenti ng opi nions, and opinions of the attorney general.

f. Interviews of recognized critics and supporters of the
child protection system

g. Use of focus groups to refine the issues for
consi derati on.

h. Random sanple reviews of closed child abuse
i nvestigations and assessnents.

3. The citizens' aide may appoint a project teamor
contract for a project teamto performthe review Any
proj ect team shall include persons with skills and know edge
concerning child welfare and juvenile justice and due process
rights. The project team may include an attorney, an
authority on social work, and a skilled general investigator
or a paralegal. The citizens' aide may also utilize a broad-
based advi sory group.

4. The citizens' aide shall subnit a report containing
findi ngs and reconmendations in accordance with chapter 2C to
t he departnent of human services, chief juvenile court officer
of each judicial district, governor, and general assenbly.
The report shall be submitted on or before March 1, 1999.

5. Inplementation of this section is subject to
aut hori zation of funding for the purposes of this section by
the | egislative council

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deened of
i medi ate i nportance, takes effect upon enactnent.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill relates to juvenile justice provisions involving
child protection and the paynment of clains for wongful
separation of a fanmly
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The bill directs the citizens' aide to conduct a review of
all aspects of the state's child protection systemto
determ ne whet her the system adequately protects fairness and
due process for all involved. The bill includes a listing of
various aspects of the systemwhich my be revi ewed and
approaches to conducting the review Performance of the
review is contingent upon the |egislative council authorizing
fundi ng.

The bill takes effect upon enactnent.
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