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1 1 Section 1. Section 600.15, Code 1997, is anended to read
2 as follows:
3 600. 15 FOREI GN AND | NTERNATI ONAL ADOCPTI ONS
4 1. a. A decree establishing a parent-child relationship
5 by adoption which is issued pursuant to due process of |aw by
6 a court of any other jurisdiction in the United States shal
7 be recognized in this state.
8 b. A decree terninating a parent-child relationship which
9 is issued pursuant to due process of law by a court of any
10 other jurisdictionin the United States shall be recognized in
11 this state.
12 c. A docunent approved by the inmgration and
13 naturalization service of the United States departnent of
14 justice shall be accepted

—by—t-he—departrent—of—huran—services
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115 in this state as evidence of termi nation of parental rights in
1 16 a jurisdiction outside the United States and recogni zed in

1 17 this state.

118 2. |If an adoption has occurred in the mnor person's

1 19 country of origin, a further adoption nust occur in the state
1 20 where the adopting parents reside in accordance with the

1 21 adoption laws of that state.

122 3.

—TFhe—departaeps
— A licensed child placing agency as
1 23 defined in section 238.2 or a certified or approved adoption

1 24 investigator nmay provi de necessary assistance to an eligible
1 25 citizen of lowa who desires to, in accordance with the

1 26 immigration |aws of the United States, make an internationa
1 27 adoption.

—For—any—such—assi-stance—t-he—departrent—ray—charge—a
128

129

1 30

131

132



2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

O©CO~NOUTAWNPE

EXPLANATI ON

This bill transfers the responsibility of assisting
famlies to nmake international adoptions fromthe departnent
of human services (DHS) to licensed child placing agencies and
certified or approved adoption investigators.

Currently, international adoptions are privately arranged
by prospective adoptive parents and the agency or individua
representing the foreign country. Services to assist the
family in finalizing an international adoption are provided in
a manner simlar to private, donestic adoption. Federal |aw
does not require the involvermrent of a state agency in
i nternational adoptions.

DHS i s responsible for providing adoption services to
speci al needs children for whom DHS acts as guardi an and has
no legal responsibility to families or children involved in
i nternational adoptions.

Regul atory activities are conducted by the departnment of
i nspections and appeal s, the agency that nonitors the
activities of licensed child placing agencies and certified
adoption investigators.
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