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1 Section 1. NEWSECTION. 256D.1 LEG SLATIVE FI NDI NGS AND
| NTENT.

The general assenbly finds that it is in the best interest
of the state to encourage and fund early educati on prograns
focused on kindergarten through grade three in the public
school districts. The goal of these prograns is to inprove
student achi evenent in the basic educational subject matters,
such as reading, |anguage arts, and mathematics, and to
acconpl i sh proficiency in those subjects by grade four
Toward that goal, it is the intent of this chapter to
establish and fund an early education inproverment program

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 256D.2 EARLY EDUCATI ON | MPROVEMENT
PROGRAM APPRCOPRI ATI ON

1. There is appropriated fromthe general fund of the
state to the departnment of education for the fiscal year
begi nning July 1, 1998, and for each succeeding fiscal year,
the sum of seven million dollars for the early education
i mprovement program

2. For each fiscal year for which noneys are appropriated
in subsection 1, the anmpbunt of noneys allocated to schoo
districts shall be in the proportion that the basic enroll nment
of a district bears to the sumof the basic enrollnments of al
school districts in the state for the budget year. However, a
district shall not receive less than ten thousand dollars in a
fiscal year. The lowa braille and sight saving school, the
state school for the deaf, and the Price | aboratory school at
the university of northern lowa shall annually certify their
basic enrollnents to the departnent of education by Cctober 1.

3. For each year for which an appropriation is made to the
early education inprovenent program the departnent of
education shall notify the departnment of revenue and finance
of the ampbunt to be paid to each school district based upon
the distribution plan set forth for the appropriation nmade
pursuant to this section. The allocation to each school
district under this section shall be nade in one paynment on or
about October 15 of the fiscal year for which the
appropriation is made, taking into consideration the relative
budget and cash position of the state resources.

4. Moneys received under this section shall not be
commingled with state aid paynents nade under section 257.16
to a school district and shall be accounted for by the schoo
district separately fromstate aid paynents.

5. Paynents nade to school districts under this section
are m scel |l aneous inconme for purposes of chapter 257 and are
consi dered encunbered. Each school district shall maintain a
separate listing within their budgets for payments received
and expenditures made pursuant to this section

6. Mneys received under this section shall not be used
for payment of any collective bargai ning agreenent or
arbitrator's decision negotiated or awarded under chapter 20.

7. For purposes of this chapter, "school district" neans a
public school district, the lowa braille and sight saving
school, the state school for the deaf, and the Price
| aboratory school at the university of northern |owa.

Sec. 3. NEWSECTION. 256D.3 EARLY EDUCATI ON | MPROVEMENT
PROGRAM  REPORTS.
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1. Progress, as determ ned by school districts through
appropriate assessnents, for children enrolled in kindergarten
through grade three in attaining or surpassing student
achi evenent goal s as established under the accreditation
process in chapter 256, and an accounting of the use of the
moneys received by the school districts in accordance with
this chapter, shall be submtted in an annual report to the
departnent of education by Septenber 1 in the fiscal year
begi nning July 1, 1999, and in each succeedi ng year. Each
school district shall also certify, in the annual report to
the departnment, that the school districts used the npneys
recei ved under this chapter to supplenment, and not to
suppl ant, the noneys otherw se received and used by the schoo
district for kindergarten through grade three education
pur poses.

2. Progress, as deternined individually by the |Iowa
braille and sight saving school, the state school for the
deaf, and the Price l|aboratory school at the university of
northern lowa, including the progress of children enrolled in
ki ndergarten through grade three in attaining or surpassing
student achi evenent goals, and an accounting of the use of the
moneys received by the school districts in accordance with
this chapter, shall be submtted in an annual report to the
state board of regents and the departnment of education by
Septenber 1 in the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1999, and in
each succeedi ng year. Each school district shall also
certify, in the annual report to the board of regents and the
departnent, that the school districts used the noneys received
under this chapter to supplenment, and not to supplant, the
nmoneys ot herwi se received and used by the school districts for
ki ndergarten through grade three educati on purposes.

3. The departnment shall submit, to the chairpersons and
ranki ng nenbers of the house and senate education conmittees
by January 1, 2000, a report describing the ways in which the
school districts are naking use of the noneys received under
this chapter, and including the school districts, if any, that
used noneys received under this chapter to supplant funds the
school district was already receiving for kindergarten through
grade three education purposes.

4. The departnment shall submit, to the chairpersons and
ranki ng nenbers of the house and senate educati on conmittees
by January 1, 2002, a report describing school district
progress on attaining or surpassing student achi evenent goals.

Sec. 4. NEWSECTION. 256D.4 EARLY EDUCATI ON | MPROVEMENT
PROGRAM EXPENDI TURES

School districts shall expend funds received pursuant to
section 256D.2 to support education practices, progranms, or
assi stance for kindergarten through grade three that include,
but are not limted to, the following: reducing adult to
student ratios through the hiring of teachers and adult
teachi ng assi stants; vol unteer coordinator prograns;

i mpl enentati on of instructional prograns designed to inprove
student achi evenent in the areas of reading, |anguage arts,
and mat hemati cs; parental involvement prograns; and
contributions toward inplenentation of an extended school day
or year program

Sec. 5. NEWSECTION. 256D.5 FUTURE REPEAL.

This chapter is repealed effective July 1, 2002.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill establishes an early education inprovenent
program focused on kindergarten through grade three, with an
annual appropriation of $7 million fromthe state general fund
to the department of education

The general assenbly finds, according to the bill, that it
is in the best interest of the state to encourage and fund
early education progranms in public school districts. The bil
defines the goals of an eligible early education inprovenent
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program and lists the conponents of early education practices
and prograns for which state funding may be expended.

The bill provides for a per pupil annual distribution of
the funds appropriated, but stipulates that a school district
shall receive no less than $10,000. The bill defines the term
"school district"” to include public school districts, the Iowa
braille and sight saving school, the state school for the
deaf, and the Price l|aboratory school at the university of
northern | owa.

The bill requires that school districts report to the
appropriate state agenci es progress nmade in attaining or
sur passi ng student achi evenent goals. The bill also requires
the departnent of education to subnmit to the chairpersons and
ranki ng nenbers of the house and senate conmmittees on
education reports describing the ways school districts are
using early educati on noneys, whether any are suing the noneys
to suppl ant other funding, and describing district progress on
attaini ng or surpassing student achievenment goals.
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