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1 Section 1. Section 235A.15, subsection 2, paragraph d,
subpar agraph (5), Code Suppl enent 1997, is anmended to read as
foll ows:

(5) To a probation or parole officer, juvenile court
of ficer, court appointed special advocate as defined in
section 232.2, or adult correctional officer having custody or
supervi sion of, or conducting an investigation for a court or
the board of parole regarding, a person naned in a report as a
victimof child abuse or as having abused a child.

Sec. 2. Section 421.17, subsection 29, paragraph g, Code
Suppl enent 1997, is anended by adding the foll ow ng new
unnunber ed par agr aph:

NEW UNNUVBERED PARAGRAPH. However, upon subm ssion of an
all egation of the liability of a person which is ow ng and
payable to the clerk of the district court and upon the
determ nation by the departnment that the person allegedly
liable is entitled to paynent froma state agency, the
departnment shall send witten notification to the person which
states the assertion by the clerk of the district court of
rights to all or a portion of the paynment, the clerk's
entitlenent to recover the liability through the setoff
procedure, the basis of the assertions, the person's
opportunity to request within fifteen days of the mmiling of
the notice that the departnent divide a jointly or commonly
owned right to paynent between owners, the opportunity to
contest the liability to the clerk by witten application to
the clerk within fifteen days of the nmailing of the notice
and the person's opportunity to contest the department's
setof f procedure.

Sec. 3. Section 421.17, subsection 29, paragraph i, Code
Suppl emrent 1997, is anmended to read as foll ows:

i. The department shall, after the state agency has sent
notice to the person liable or, if the liability is ow ng and
payable to the clerk of the district court, the departnent has
sent notice to the person liable, set off the anpbunt owed to
t he agency agai nst any anount which a state agency owes that
person. The departnent shall refund any bal ance of the anount
to the person. The departnent shall periodically transfer
anounts set off to the state agencies entitled to them If a
person liable to a state agency gives witten notice of intent
to contest an allegation, a state agency shall hold a refund
or rebate until final disposition of the allegation. Upon
compl etion of the setoff, a state agency shall notify in
witing the person who was liable or, if the liability is
owi ng and payable to the clerk of the district court, shall
conply with the procedures as provided in paragraph "k".

Sec. 4. Section 421.17, subsection 29, Code Suppl enent
1997, is amended by adding the follow ng new paragraph

NEW PARAGRAPH. k. If the alleged liability is owi ng and
payable to the clerk of the district court and setoff as
provided in this subsection is sought, all of the follow ng
shal | apply:

(1) The judicial departnent shall prescribe procedures to
permt a person to contest the ampbunt of the person's
liability to the clerk of the district court.

(2) The departrment shall, except for the procedures
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descri bed in subparagraph (1), prescribe any other applicable

procedures concerning setoff as provided in this subsection.
(3) Upon conpletion of the setoff, the departnent shal

file, at least nonthly, with the clerk of the district court a

noti ce of satisfaction of each obligation to the full extent

of all noneys collected in satisfaction of the obligation.

The clerk shall record the notice and enter a satisfaction for

the amounts collected and no separate witten notice is

30 required.
31 Sec. 5. Section 602.4304, subsection 1, Code 1997, is
32 amended to read as foll ows:
33 1. The suprene court nmay appoint
—Aot—rpre—than—nine
2 34 attorneys or graduates of a reputable |law school to act as
2 35 legal assistants to the justices of the suprenme court.
3 1 Sec. 6. Section 602.6301, Code 1997, is anended to read as
3 2 foll ows:
3 3 602. 6301 NUMBER AND APPORTI ONMENT OF DI STRI CT ASSCOCI ATE
3 4 JUDGES
3 5 There shall be one district associate judge in counties
3 6 having a popul ation

—decenni-al—census—
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f nore than thi}ty-five t housand and | ess

t han eighty thousand; two in counties having a popul ati on of
ei ghty thousand or nore and | ess than one hundred twenty-five
thousand; three in counties having a popul ation of one hundred
twenty-five thousand or nore and | ess than two hundred
thousand; four in counties having a popul ation of two hundred
thousand or nore and less than two hundred thirty-five
t housand; five in counties having a popul ati on of two hundred
thirty-five thousand or nore and | ess than two hundred seventy
thousand; six in counties having a popul ation of two hundred
seventy thousand or nore and | ess than three hundred five
thousand; and seven in counties having a popul ation of three
hundred five thousand or nore. However, a county shall not
|l ose a district associate judgeship solely because of a
reduction in the county's population. |If the fornula provided
in this section results in the allocation of an additiona
district associate judgeship to a county, inplenmentation of
the allocation shall be subject to prior approval of the
suprene court and availability of funds to the judicia
departnment. A district associate judge appointed pursuant to
section 602. 6302 or 602.6303 shall not be counted for purposes
of this section.

Sec. 7. Section 602.6304, Code 1997, is anmended by adding
the foll owi ng new subsection

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 2A. A district associ ate judge who seeks
to resign fromthe office of district associate judge shal
notify in witing the chief judge of the judicial district as
to the district associate judge's intention to resign and the
effective date of the resignation. The chief judge of the
judicial district, upon receipt of the notice, shall notify
the county magi strate appoi nti ng comm ssion and the state
court adm nistrator of the actual or inpending vacancy in the
office of district associate judge due to resignation.

Sec. 8. Section 602.6403, subsection 1, Code 1997, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1
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June 1 of each year in which nagistrates' terns

8

expire, the county mmgi strate appoi nting conm ssion shal

appoi nt, except as otherw se provided in section 602.6302, the
nunber of nagistrates apportioned to the county by the state
court admi nistrator under section 602.6401, and may appoint an
addi ti onal nagi strate when all owed by section 602.6402. The
commi ssion shall not appoint nbre magi strates than are

aut hori zed for the county by this article.

Sec. 9. Section 602.6403, Code 1997, is anmended by addi ng
the foll owi ng new subsection

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 2A. A nmgi strate who seeks to resign from
the office of nagistrate shall notify in witing the chief
judge of the judicial district as to the magi strate's
intention to resign and the effective date of the resignation.
The chief judge of the judicial district, upon receipt of the
notice, shall notify the county magi strate appointing
comm ssion and the state court administrator of the vacancy in
the office of nagistrate due to resignation.

Sec. 10. Section 602.8102, Code Suppl enment 1997, is
anended by adding the follow ng new subsection

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 126A. Upon the failure of a person
charged to appear in person or by counsel to defend agai nst
the of fense charged pursuant to a uniformcitation and
conmpl aint as provided in section 805.6, enter a conviction and
render a judgnent in the anount of the appearance bond in
satisfaction of the penalty plus court costs.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill provides that a court appointed special advocate
is entitled to receive otherwi se confidential child abuse
i nf ormati on.

The bill al so anends the provisions dealing with the
ability of the judicial departnent through the clerk of the
district court to obtain a setoff of any claimowed to a
person by a state agency in order to satisfy a liability that
the person owes the clerk of the district court. The bil
provi des that the departnent of revenue and finance, and not
the judicial departnent, shall send notice of a potentia
offset to the person liable, provides for the procedures to
foll ow once a setoff is conplete, and provides for the
adopti on of applicable procedures governing setoff by the
judicial department and the department of revenue and finance.

The bill elimnates the limtation on the nunber of
attorneys or | aw school graduates the suprene court may
enpl oyee to act as legal assistants to the justices of the
supreme court.

The bill elimnates the requirenment that the nost recent
federal decennial census be used to determne a county's
eligibility for apportionment of district associate judges.

The bill provides that a district associate judge or
magi strate who seeks to resign fromthat office shall notify
the chief judge of the applicable judicial district of the
resignation. The chief judge is then required to forward this
information to the state court administrator and the
appl i cabl e county mmgi strate appoi nti ng comm ssi on.

The bill also changes the deadline for appointing
magi strates fromany day in June to June 1.
The bill also provides that the clerk of the district court

shal |l enter a conviction and judgnment upon the failure of a
person charged pursuant to a uniformcitati on and conpl aint as
provi ded in Code section 805.6 to appear in person or through
an attorney to defend agai nst the of fense charged.
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