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1 1 DI VI SI ON |
EXPANSI ON OF PI LOT PRQIECTS

Section 1. Section 232. 71A, subsection 1, Code 1997, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. The departnent shall devel op an assessnent-based
approach to respond to child abuse reports in accordance with
the provisions of this section. The assessnent-based approach
shall be utilized on a pilot project basis in
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— selected by the department.

1 11 The pilot projects shall be selected in a manner so the pil ot
1 12 projects are in both rural and urban areas. During the period
1 13 beginning with the effective date of this division of this Act
1 14 and ending June 30, 1998, the departnment shall increnentally
1 15 expand the pilot projects areas in a manner so as to ensure
1 16 the assessnent-based approach is used throughout the state as
117 of July 1, 1998. The departnent shall adopt rules to
1 18 inplenent the provisions of this subsection.
119 Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This division of this Act, being
1 20 deened of inmmedi ate inportance, takes effect upon enactnent.
121 DI VI SI ON |
122 STATEW DE USE OF ASSESSMENTS
123 Sec. 3. Section 232.67, Code 1997, is anmended to read as
1 24 foll ows:
125 232.67 LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS — PURPCSE AND POQLI CY
1 26 Children in this state are in urgent need of protection
1 27 fromabuse. It is the purpose and policy of this part 2 of
1 28 division Il to provide the greatest possible protection to
1 29 victims or potential victins of abuse through encouragi ng the
1 30 increased reporting of suspected cases of

—such

— abuse,

—RsUhg

1 31 ensuring the thorough and pronpt
. . .

— assessnent of
1 32 these reports, and providing rehabilitative services, where
1 33 appropriate and whenever possible to abused children and their
1 34 fanmilies which will stabilize the home environnment so that the
1 35 family can renmain intact without further danger to the child.



Sec. 4. Section 232.68, Code 1997, is anended by adding
the foll owi ng new subsection

NEW SUBSECTION. 2A. "Child protection worker" neans an
i ndi vi dual designated by the departnent to perform an
assessnment in response to a report of child abuse.

Sec. 5. Section 232.68, subsection 3, Code 1997, is
amended to read as foll ows:

3. "Confidential access to a child" neans access to a
child, during an
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— assessnent of an alleged act of

2 10 child abuse, who is alleged to be the victimof the child
2 11 abuse. The access nay be acconplished by interview,

2 12 observation, or exam nation of the child. As used in this
2 13 subsection and this part:

2 14 a. "lInterview' neans the verbal exchange between the

2 15

— child protection wrker and the child
2 16 for the purpose of devel oping information necessary to protect
2 17 the child. A

— child protection worker
2 18 is not precluded fromrecording visible evidence of abuse.
2 19 b. "Observation" nmeans direct physical viewing of a child
2 20 under the age of four by the

— child
2 21 protection worker where the viewing is limted to the child's
2 22 body other than the genitalia and pubes. "Cbservation" also

2 23 neans direct physical viewing of a child age four or ol der by
2 24 the

— child protection worker wthout
2 25 touching the child or removing an article of the child's
2 26 clothing, and doing so w thout the consent of the child's
2 27 parent, custodian, or guardian. A

| , :

2 28 child protection worker is not precluded fromrecording
2 29 evidence of abuse obtained as a result of a child s voluntary

2 30 renoval of an article of clothing w thout inducenent by the
2 31

. .
— child protection worker. However, if prior
2 32 consent of the child's parent or guardian, or an ex parte
2 33 court order, is obtained, "observation" may include view ng
2 34 the child's unclothed body other than the genitalia and pubes.
2 35 C.

—FExarinati-on—
— "Physi cal exanination" means direct
physi cal view ng, touching, and nedically necessary
mani pul ati on of any area of the child' s body by a physician
|li censed under chapter 148 or 150A

Sec. 6. NEWSECTION. 232.71B DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT
UPON RECEI PT OF REPORT

1. COWENCEMENT OF ASSESSMENT — PURPCSE

a. |If the department deternines a report constitutes a
child abuse allegation, the departnent shall pronptly comence
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an appropriate assessnent within twenty-four hours of
receiving the report.

b. The primary purpose of the assessnent shall be the
protection of the child named in the report. The secondary
pur pose of the assessnent shall be to engage the child's
famly in services to enhance famly strengths and to address
needs.

2. NOTI FI CATI ON OF PARENTS. The departnent, within five
wor ki ng days of commencing the assessnent, shall provide
witten notification of the assessnent to the child's parents.
However, if the departnent shows the court to the court's
satisfaction that notification is likely to endanger the child
or other persons, the court shall orally direct the departnent
to withhold notification. Wthin one working day of issuing
an oral directive, the court shall issue a witten order
restraining the notification. The departnent shall not revea
inthe witten notification to the parents or otherw se the
identity of the reporter of child abuse to a subject of a
child abuse report listed in section 235A. 15, subsection 2,
paragraph "a".

3. I NVOLVEMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT. The departnent shal
apply a protocol, developed with representatives of |aw
enforcenent agencies at the local level, to work jointly with
| aw enf orcenment agencies in performng assessnment and
i nvestigative processes for child abuse reports in which a
crimnal act harmng a child is alleged. The county attorney
and appropriate | aw enforcenent agencies shall also take any
ot her lawful action which may be necessary or advisable for

the protection of the child. |If a report is determned not to
constitute a child abuse allegation, but a crininal act
harming a child is alleged, the departnment shall imediately

refer the matter to the appropriate | aw enforcenent agency.
4. ASSESSMENT PROCESS. The assessnent is subject to al
of the follow ng

a. ldentification of the nature, extent, and cause of the
injuries, if any, to the child naned in the report.
b. ldentification of the person or persons responsible for

the all eged child abuse.

c. A description of the nanme, age, and condition of other
children in the sane hone as the child named in the report.

d. An evaluation of the home environnent. If concerns
regarding protection of children are identified by the child
protection worker, the child protection worker shall evaluate
the child named in the report and any other children in the
same hone as the parents or other persons responsible for
their care.

e. An interview of the person alleged to have conmmitted
the child abuse, if the person's identity and | ocation are
known, to afford the person the opportunity to address the
al l egations of the child abuse report. The interview shall be
conducted, or an opportunity for an interview shall be
provided, prior to a determnation of child abuse being nade.
The court nmay waive the requirenment of the interview for good
cause.

f. Unless otherwi se prohibited by law, the use of corporal
puni shment by the person responsible for the care of a child
whi ch does not result in a physical injury to the child shal
not be considered child abuse.

5. HOME VISIT. The assessnent may, with the consent of
the parent or guardian, include a visit to the home of the
child naned in the report and an interview or observation of
the child may be conducted. |f permission to enter the hone
to interview or observe the child is refused, the juvenile
court or district court upon a showi ng of probabl e cause may
aut hori ze the person naking the assessnent to enter the home
and interview or observe the child.

6. FACILITY OR SCHOCL VISIT. The assessnent may include a
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visit to a facility providing care to the child named in the
report or to any public or private school subject to the
authority of the departnent of education where the child naned
in the report is located. The adnmnistrator of a facility, or
a public or private school shall cooperate with the child
protecti on worker by providing confidential access to the
child nanmed in the report for the purpose of interview ng the
child, and shall allow the child protection worker
confidential access to other children for the purpose of
conducting interviews in order to obtain relevant information.
The child protection worker may observe a child named in a
report in accordance with the provisions of section 232. 68,
subsection 3, paragraph "b". A witness shall be present
during an observation of a child. Any child age ten years of
age or older can terminate contact with the child protection
wor ker by stating or indicating the child' s wish to

di scontinue the contact. The imunity granted by section
232.73 applies to acts or omissions in good faith of

adm nistrators and their facilities or school districts for
cooperating in an assessnent and all owi ng confidential access
to a child.

7. | NFORMATI ON REQUESTS.

a. The departnment nmay request information fromany person
beli eved to have know edge of a child abuse case. The county
attorney, any |aw enforcenent or social services agency in the
state, and any nandatory reporter, whether or not the reporter
made the specific child abuse report, shall cooperate and
assist in the assessment upon the request of the departnent.

b. In performing an assessnent, the departnent nay request
crimnal history data fromthe departnment of public safety on
any person believed to be responsible for an injury to a child
which, if confirmed, would constitute child abuse. The
departnent shall establish procedures for determi ning when a
crimnal history records check is necessary.

8. PHYSI CAL EXAM NATION. If the departnent refers a child
to a physician for a physical exam nation, the departnent
shal | contact the physician regarding the exam nation within
twenty-four hours of making the referral. |If the physician
who perforns the exam nation upon referral by the departnent
reasonably believes the child has been abused, the physician
shall report to the departnment within twenty-four hours of
perform ng the exam nation.

9. MJULTI DI SCI PLI NARY TEAM I n each county or nulticounty
area in which nore than fifty child abuse reports are made per
year, the departnent shall establish a nultidisciplinary team
as defined in section 235A. 13, subsection 7. Upon the
departnment's request, a multidisciplinary teamshall assist
the departnent in the assessnent, diagnosis, and disposition
of a child abuse report.

10. FACILITY PROTOCCOL. The departnent shall apply a
protocol, devel oped in consultation with facilities providing
care to children, for conducting an assessnent of reports of
abuse of children allegedly caused by enpl oyees of facilities
providing care to children. As part of such an assessnent,
the departnent shall notify the licensing authority for the
facility, the governing body of the facility, and the
adm nistrator in charge of the facility of any of the
fol | owi ng:

a. Aviolation of facility policy noted in the assessnent.

b. An instance in which facility policy or |ack of
facility policy may have contributed to the reported incident
of alleged child abuse.

c. An instance in which general practice in the facility
appears to differ fromthe facility's witten policy.

The licensing authority, the governing body, and the
admi nistrator in charge of the facility shall take any |awfu
action which may be necessary or advisable to protect children
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recei ving care

11. ASSESSMENT REPORT. The departnent, upon conpl etion of
the assessnent, shall make a witten report of the assessnent,
in accordance with all of the follow ng:

a. The witten assessnment shall incorporate the
i nformation required by subsection 4.

b. The witten assessnent shall be conpleted within twenty
busi ness days of the receipt of the report.

c. The witten assessment shall include a description of
the child s condition, identification of the injury or risk to
whi ch the child was exposed, the circunstances which led to
the injury or risk to the child, and the identity of any
person alleged to be responsible for the injury or risk to the
chi I d.

d. The witten assessnment shall identify the strengths and
needs of the child, and of the child' s parent, hone, and
famly.

e. The witten assessnment shall identify services

avail able fromthe departnent and infornmal and fornmal services
and other support available in the community to address the
strengths and needs identified in the assessment.

f. Upon conpletion of the assessnment, the departnment shal
consult with the child' s famly in offering services to the
child and the child's fanmily to address strengths and needs
identified in the assessnent.

12. COURT- ORDERED AND VOLUNTARY SERVI CES. The depart nent
shal | provide or arrange for and nonitor services for abused
children and their families on a voluntary basis or under a
final or internediate order of the juvenile court.

13. COUNTY ATTORNEY — JUVENI LE COURT. The depart nent
shal | provide the juvenile court and the county attorney with
a copy of the portion of the witten assessnent pertaining to
the child abuse report. The juvenile court and the county
attorney shall notify the departnent of any action taken
concerni ng an assessnent provided by the departnent.

14. FALSE REPORTS. If a fourth report is received from
the sane person who made three earlier reports which
identified the same child as a victimof child abuse and the
sanme person responsible for the child as the all eged abuser
and which were determned by the departnment to be entirely
false or without nerit, the departnment may determ ne that the
report is again false or without nerit due to the report's
spurious or frivolous nature and may in its discretion
term nate its assessnment of the report.

Sec. 7. NEWSECTION. 232.71C COURT ACTI ON FOLLOW NG
CHI LD ABUSE ASSESSMENT — GUARDI AN AD LI TEM

1. If, upon conmpletion of an assessnent performed under
section 232.71B, the departnment determ nes that the best
interests of the child require juvenile court action, the
departnment shall act appropriately to initiate the action. |If
at any tine during the assessnent process the departnment
beli eves court action is necessary to safeguard a child, the
departnment shall act appropriately to initiate the action
The county attorney shall assist the department as provided
under section 232.90, subsection 2.

2. The department shall assist the juvenile court or
district court during all stages of court proceedings
i nvol ving an all eged child abuse case in accordance with the
purposes of this chapter.

3. In every case involving child abuse which results in a
child protective judicial proceeding, whether or not the
proceedi ng arises under this chapter, a guardian ad litem
shal | be appointed by the court to represent the child in the
proceedi ngs. Before a guardian ad litemis appointed pursuant
to this section, the court shall require the person
responsi ble for the care of the child to conplete under oath a
detailed financial statenent. |If, on the basis of that



8 35 financial statenent, the court determ nes that the person

9 1 responsible for the care of the child is able to bear the cost
9 2 of the guardian ad litem the court shall so order. In cases
9 3 where the person responsible for the care of the child is

9 4 unable to bear the cost of the guardian ad litem the expense
9 5 shall be paid out of the county treasury.

9 6 Sec. 8. Section 232.72, Code 1997, is amended to read as
9 7 foll ows:

9 8 232.72 JURI SDI CTI ON — TRANSFER

9 9 1.

— For the purposes of this division, the

9 10 terns "departnent of human services", "departnent", or "county
9 11 attorney" ordinarily refer to the regional or |oca

—oF—county

9 12 office of the departnent of human services or of the county

9 13 attorney's office serving the county in which the child' s home
9 14 is | ocated.

9 15 2. However, if the person making

—the

— areport of child
9 16 abuse pursuant to this chapter does not know where the child's
9 17 hone is located, or if the child' s home is not located in the
9 18 service area where the health practitioner exam nes, attends,
9 19 or treats the child, the report may be nade to the

—state

9 20 depart nent

—of—huren-—services

— or to the local office serving
9 21 the county where the person making the report resides or the
9 22 county where the health practitioner exam nes, attends, or
9 23 treats the child. These agencies shall pronptly proceed as
9 24 provided in section

—23271
— 232.71B, unless the matter is

9 25 transferred as provided in this section.
9 26 3. If the child's hone is located in a county not served
9 27 by the office receiving the report, the departnment shal
9 28 promptly transfer the matter by transmitting a copy of the
9 29 report of injury and any other pertinent information to the
9 30 office and the county attorney serving the other county. They
9 31 shall pronmptly proceed as provided in section
—232F1
— 232.71B

9 32 Sec. 9. Section 232.73, unnunbered paragraph 1, Code 1997,
9 33 is amended to read as foll ows:

9 34 A person participating in good faith in the making of a

9 35 report, photographs, or X rays, or in the performance of a
10 1 nedically relevant test pursuant to this chapter, or aiding
10 2 and assisting in an

. : :

— assessnent of a child abuse
10 3 report pursuant to section

—232+1
— 232.71B, shall have inmunity
10 4 fromany liability, civil or crimnal, which mght otherw se
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8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

be incurred or inposed. The person shall have the sane
imunity with respect to participation in good faith in any
judicial proceeding resulting fromthe report or relating to
the subject nmatter of the report.

Sec. 10. Section 232.77, Code 1997, is anmended to read as
fol |l ows:

232.77 PHOTOGRAPHS, X RAYS, AND MEDI CALLY RELEVANT TESTS.

1. A person who is required to report a case of child
abuse may take or cause to be taken, at public expense,
phot ographs, X rays, or other physical exam nations or tests
of a child which would provide nmedical indication of
al l egations arising froma child abuse

. , .

10
10
10
10
10
10

17
18
19
20
21
22

assessnent. A health practitioner may, if nedically

i ndi cated, cause to be performed radiol ogi cal exam nation,
physi cal exanination, or other nedical tests of the child. A
person who takes any photographs or X rays or perforns

physi cal examinations or other tests pursuant to this section
shall notify the departnment

—of hurman—services
— that the

10
10
10
10
10

11

23
24
25
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1

phot ographs or X rays have been taken or the exam nations or
other tests have been perforned. The person who nade
notification shall retain the photographs or X rays or

exam nation or test findings for a reasonable tine follow ng
the notification. Wenever the person is required to report
under section 232.69, in that person's capacity as a nenber of
the staff of a nedical or other private or public institution,
agency or facility, that person shall imediately notify the
person in charge of the institution, agency, or facility or
that person's designated del egate of the need for photographs
or X rays or exam nations or other tests.

2. If a health practitioner discovers in a child physica
or behavioral synmptons of the effects of exposure to cocai ne,
her oi n, anphetam ne, nethanphetam ne, or other illegal drugs,
or conbinations or derivatives thereof, which were not
prescribed by a health practitioner, or if the health
practitioner has determ ned through exam nation of the natura
not her of the child that the child was exposed in utero, the
health practiti oner may performor cause to be perfornmed a
medi cally relevant test, as defined in section 232.73, on the
child. The practitioner shall report any positive results of
such a test on the child to the departnent. The depart nent
shal | begin an

. , .

— assessnent pursuant to section

11

11

—232—+L
— 232.71B upon recei pt of such a report. A positive test

11
11
11

12
13
14

result obtained prior to the birth of a child shall not be
used for the crimnal prosecution of a parent for acts and
om ssions resulting in intrauterine exposure of the child to
an illegal drug.

Sec. 11. Section 232.78, subsection 4, unnunbered
paragraph 1, Code 1997, is amended to read as foll ows:

The juvenile court, before or after the filing of a
petition under this chapter, may enter an ex parte order
aut hori zing a physician or hospital to conduct an outpatient
physi cal exam nation or authorizing a physician, a
psychol ogi st certified under section 154B.7, or a community
mental health center accredited pursuant to chapter 230A to
conduct an outpatient nental exam nation of a child if



11 25 necessary to identify the nature, extent, and cause of
11 26 injuries to the child as required by section

—232 71

11

27

—subsestion—2
— 232.71B, provided all of the follow ng apply:

11 28 Sec. 12. Section 232.141, subsection 6, Code 1997, is
11 29 anended to read as foll ows:
11 30 6. If achild is given physical or nental exam nations or
11 31 treatnent relating to a child abuse
. . .
— assessnent
11 32 with the consent of the child' s parent, guardian, or |ega

11 33 custodian and no other provision of |aw otherw se requires

11 34 paynent for the costs of the exam nation and treatnment, the

11 35 costs shall be paid by the state. Reinbursement for costs of

12 1 services described in this subsection is subject to subsection
12 2 5.

12 3 Sec. 13. Section 235A.13, subsection 3, paragraph a, Code

12 4 1997, is anended to read as follows:

12 5 a. Any internediate or ultinmate opinion or decision

12 6 reached by

. . .

— assessnent personnel .

12

7

Sec. 14. Section 235A.15, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code

12 8 1997, is anended to read as foll ows:

12

9

b. Persons involved in an

. : :

— assessnent of

12 10 child abuse as foll ows:

12 11 (1) To a health practitioner or nmental health professiona
12 12 who is exam ning, attending, or treating a child whom such

12 13 practitioner or professional believes or has reason to believe
12 14 has been the victimof abuse or to a health practitioner or

12 15 nental heal th professional whose consultation with respect to
12 16 a child believed to have been the victimof abuse is requested
12 17 by the departnent.

12 18 (2) To an enpl oyee or agent of the department of human

12 19 services responsible for the

. : .

— assessnent of a
12 20 child abuse report.

12 21 (3) To a law enforcenent officer responsible for assisting
12 22 in an

—i-pvesti-gation

— assessnent of a child abuse allegation or
12 23 for the tenporary energency renoval of a child fromthe
12 24 child's hone.
12 25 (4) To amultidisciplinary team if the departnent of
12 26 hunan services approves the conposition of the
12 27 multidisciplinary team and determ nes that access to the team
12 28 is necessary to assist the department in the
. : o,
12 29 di agnosis, assessnent, and disposition of a child abuse case.
12 30 (5) In an individual case, to the nandatory reporter who
12 31 reported the child abuse
12 32 Sec. 15. Section 235A.15, subsection 2, paragraph c,



12 33 subparagraph (1), Code 1997, is anmended to read as foll ows:

12 34 (1) To a licensing authority for a facility providing care
12 35 to a child naned in a report, if the licensing authority is

13 1 notified of a relationship between facility policy and the

13 2 child abuse under section

—232 A —subsestioRr—4

— 232.71B
13 3 Sec. 16. Section 235A.15, subsection 4, unnunbered
13 4 paragraphs 2 and 3, Code 1997, are anmended to read as foll ows:
13 5 If achild who is a legal resident of another state is
13 6 present in this state and a report of child abuse is made
13 7 concerning the child, the departnent shall act to ensure the
13 8 safety of the child. The departnent shall contact the child's
13 9 state of legal residency to coordinate the

—i-pvesti-gation
13 10 assessnent of the report. |If the child' s state of residency

13 11 refuses to conduct an investigation, the departnment shal
13 12 conmence an appropriate

. : .

— assessnent.
13 13 If a report of child abuse is made concerning an all eged
13 14 perpetrator who resides in this state and a child who resides
13 15 in another state, the departnment shall assist the child's
13 16 state of residency in conducting an

. : .
— assessnent
13 17 of the report. The assistance shall include but is not
13 18 linmited to an offer to interview the all eged perpetrator and
13 19 any other relevant source. |If the child s state of residency

13 20 refuses to conduct an investigation of the report, the
13 21 departnent shall conmence an appropriate

13 22 assessnment. The department shall seek to devel op protocols
13 23 with states contiguous to this state for coordination in the
13 24 investigation or assessnent of a report of child abuse when a
13 25 person involved with the report is a resident of another

13 26 state.

13 27 Sec. 17. Section 235A.17, subsection 2, Code 1997, is

13 28 anmended to read as foll ows:

13 29 2. The department of hunan services may notify orally the
13 30 nmandatory reporter in an individual child abuse case of the
13 31 results of the case

. : .

— assessnent and of the
13 32 confidentiality provisions of sections 235A. 15 and 235A. 21.
13 33 The departnent shall subsequently transmt a witten notice to
13 34 the mandatory reporter of the results and confidentiality
13 35 provisions. A copy of the witten notice shall be transmtted
14 1 to the registry and shall be maintained by the registry as
2 provided in section 235A. 18.
14 3 Sec. 18. Section 235A.18, subsection 2, paragraph a, Code
4 1997, is amended to read as follows:
5 a. The

. : .

— assessnent of a report of suspected
14 6 child abuse by the departnent.
14 7 Sec. 19. Section 235A.18, subsection 4, Code 1997, is
14 8 anended to read as foll ows:



14 9 4. The registry, at |east once a year, shall review and
14 10 determine the current status of child abuse reports which are
14 11 transmtted or made to the registry after July 1, 1974, which
14 12 are at |east one year old and in connection with which no

14 13

. .

— assessnent report has been filed by the
14 14 departnent of human services pursuant to section

—2327

14 15 232.71B. |If no such

. .
— assessnent report has been
14 16 filed, the registry shall request the departnment of hunman
14 17 services to file a report. In the event a report is not filed
14 18 within ninety days subsequent to

—such—a
— the request, the
14 19 report and information relating

—thereto
— to the report and

14 20 information shall be sealed and remai n seal ed unl ess good
14 21 cause be shown why the information should remain open to
14 22 authorized access.
14 23 Sec. 20. Section 235A.19, subsection 2, paragraph a, Code
14 24 1997, is anmended to read as foll ows:
14 25 a. A subject of a child abuse report may file with the
14 26 departnent within six nonths of the date of the notice of the
14 27 results of an
—i-Avesti-gati-on
— assessnent required by section
14 28
—232 -+l —subsection—+

— 232.71B, a witten statement to the
14 29 effect that child abuse information referring to the subject
14 30 is in whole or in part erroneous, and nay request a correction
14 31 of that information or of the findings of the

—i-pvesti-gation
14 32 assessnent report. The departnent shall provide the subject
14 33 with an opportunity for an evidentiary hearing pursuant to
14 34 chapter 17A to correct the information or the findings, unless
14 35 the departnent corrects the information or findings as
15 1 requested. The departnent shall delay the expungenent of
15 2 information which is not determined to be founded until the
15 3 conclusion of a proceeding to correct the information or
15 4 findings. The departnent may defer the hearing until the
15 5 conclusion of a pending juvenile or district court case
15 6 relating to the information or findings.
15 7 Sec. 21. Section 235A.19, subsection 2, paragraph b,
15 8 subparagraph (7), Code 1997, is anmended to read as foll ows:
15 9 (7) To persons involved in an
. : .

— assessnent of
15 10 chil d abuse.

15

11

Sec. 22. Section 331.424, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code

15 12 1997, is anended to read as foll ows:

15

13

b. Foster care and rel ated services provided under court



15 14 order to a child who is under the jurisdiction of the juvenile
15 15 court, including court-ordered costs for a guardian ad litem
15 16 under section

—232—+1
- 232.71C

15

17

Sec. 23. Section 331.653, subsection 24, Code 1997, is

15 18 anended to read as fol |l ows:

15

19

24. Carry out duties relating to the

. : .

15 20 assessnent of reported child abuse cases and the protection of
15 21 abused children as provided in section

—23271
— 232.71B.

15
15

22

Sec. 24. Sections 232.71 and 232. 71A, Code 1997, are
r epeal ed.

Sec. 25. EFFECTIVE DATE. This division of this Act takes
effect July 1, 1998.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill relates to assessnents performed by the
departnment of human services in response to reports of child
abuse.

Under current Code section 232.71A, in five pilot project
areas of the state, upon receiving a child abuse report the
departnment perforns a child abuse assessnent in lieu of an
investigation. Division | directs the departnent to
increnentally expand the assessnent-based approach to
additi onal areas so as to ensure the assessnent-based approach
is used throughout the state by July 1, 1998. Division
takes effect upon enactnent.

Division Il anmends the lowa Code to provide for statew de
i mpl enentation on July 1, 1998, of an assessnent-based
approach to respond to child abuse reports.

The bill amends |egislative findings definition provisions
in Code sections 232.67 and 232.68 to include references to
child abuse assessnents. References to "departnent
investigator"” are stricken and replaced with references to
"child protection worker" and the termis defined.

The bill repeals Code section 232.71, relating to child
abuse investigations and Code section 232.71A, relating to
child abuse assessnent pilot projects and enacts new Code
section 232.71B. The new Code section provides for the use of
an assessnent - based approach to respond to child abuse
reports. Many of the provisions included in the repeal ed
sections are reenacted. The follow ng provisions are
addressed: the purpose of the assessnent-based approach,
departnment response is required within 24 hours of receiving a
report, requirenments for notification of parents, provisions
for involvenent of |aw enforcenent-required el ements of an
assessnent, honme and facility visit requirenents,
aut hori zation for informati on requests and crim nal records
checks, required comunication if a child is referred to a
physician for a physical exami nation, requirements to
establish multidisciplinary teans to assist with assessnents,
i mpl enentati on of protocols for assessnents involving
facilities, requirenents for the content of an assessnent
report, requirements for providing a portion of the report to
the county attorney and juvenile court, requirenents to offer
voluntary services to fanilies based upon the assessnment, and
a procedure for the departnent to use in the event nore than
three false or neritless reports are received.

New Code section 232.71C reenacts provisions previously
included in section 232.71 which provide direction in the
event it is determined that court action is needed in response
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to a child abuse report. The county attorney is required to
represent the department in any child in need of assistance
proceedi ng unl ess the department is represented by the office
of the attorney general. The departnent is required to assi st
the court where needed and a guardian ad litemis required to
be appointed for the child.

Division Il of the bill includes conform ng anendrments
maki ng reference to the assessnent-based approach and to new
Code section 232.71B in current Code sections where there are
references to the investigation-based approach to respond to a
child abuse report. The conform ng anendnments invol ve the
followi ng provisions: Code section 232.72, relating to
jurisdiction transfers; Code section 232.73, relating to
medi cally relevant tests for the presence of drugs; Code
section 232.77, relating to civil immunity for assisting with
an investigation; Code section 232.78, relating to ex parte
orders for tenmporary renoval of a child; Code section 232.141,
relating to state paynent for the costs of physical or nenta
exam nations associated with an investigation; various
provi sions in Code chapter 235A, concerning information placed
as a result of an investigation in the central registry for
child abuse information; Code section 331.424, relating to
suppl emental levy authority for counties to pay the costs of a
guardian ad litem and Code section 331.653, relating to the
duties of the county sheriff to assist in an investigation.

Code sections 232.71 and 232. 71A are repeal ed.

Division Il takes effect July 1, 1998.
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