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1 Section 1. Section 22.7, Code 1997, is anmended by addi ng
the foll owi ng new subsection

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 37. Records of a | aw enforcenent agency
or the state departnent of transportation regarding the
i ssuance of a motor vehicle |license under section 321. 189A

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 321.189A MOTOR VEH CLE LI CENSE FOR
UNDERCOVER LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CERS — FEE — PENALTI ES.

1. The departnent nay issue undercover notor vehicle
licenses to certified peace officers enployed by a |l oca
authority or by the state or federal |aw enforcenent officers
for use in the line of duty when a fictitious identity is
necessary. The departnent, in cooperation with the
conmi ssioner of public safety, shall adopt rules pursuant to
chapter 17A regarding the issuance, use, and cancellation of
licenses issued pursuant to this section.

2. Alicense issued pursuant to this section shall only be
issued to a certified peace officer or federal |aw enforcenent
officer, who is qualified to obtain the class of |icense
sought, at the request of the | aw enforcenent agency enpl oyi ng
the officer for official use when the officer is involved in
duty in which a fictitious identity is necessary. An officer
i ssued a license pursuant to this section shall surrender the
license when the license is no | onger needed.

3. a. Alicense issued pursuant to this section shal
only be used in the line of duty when it is necessary for the
officer holding the license to assune a fictitious identity.
An officer issued a |icense pursuant to this section shal
report as soon as practical to the | aw enforcenent agency
enploying the officer any traffic citation issued to the
officer while using the officer's fictitious identity.

b. An officer using a license issued under this section
shal | not be prosecuted for a public offense under this
chapter if the offense was conmitted in the line of duty and
was necessary to protect the identity of the officer.

4. a. An officer who provides the departnent false
information for the purposes of obtaining a |icense under this
section conmits a class "D' fel ony.

b. An officer who displays or uses a |license issued
pursuant to this section during the comm ssion or attenpted
commi ssion of a public offense other than a public offense
referred to in subsection 3 or who knowi ngly permnits another
person to use the license issued under this section commts a
class "D' fel ony.

c. An officer who displays or uses a |license issued
pursuant to this section in any manner which is not a public
of fense but which is not authorized under this section or who
knowi ngly fails or refuses to surrender the |icense upon
demand by the departnent conmits an aggravated m sdeneanor.

5. The fee for issuing a license under this section shal
be the sanme as for |licenses issued pursuant to section
321.189.

6. The departnment shall keep as confidential public
records under section 22.7, all records regarding |icenses
i ssued under this section.

EXPLANATI ON
This bill authorizes the state departnent of transportation
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to issue a notor vehicle license to a peace officer or federa
| aw enforcenment officer for the purpose of providing the
officer with a fictitious identity for use in the line of

duty. The officer nust also be qualifed to obtain the type of
Iicense sought. The departnent of transportation is directed
to adopt administrative rules under chapter 17A in cooperation
with the commissioner of public safety to inplenent the
provisions of this bill. Mtor vehicle licenses include
driver's licenses, chauffeur's |icenses, conmercial driver's
licenses, and notorcycle |icenses.

The bill provides that undercover |icenses shall only be
i ssued at the request of the |aw enforcenent agency enpl oying
the officer who needs the license and linmits use of the
license to official duty when a fictitious identity is
necessary. \When the officer no | onger needs the |icense for
undercover duties, the license shall be surrendered

The bill also requires the officer using the fictitious
identity to report traffic citations issued the officer while
usi ng the undercover license. An officer using an undercover
license on official business is not subject to prosecution for
viol ations of chapter 321 if the violation was necessary to
protect the identity of the officer.

An officer who provides false informati on to the depart nent
to obtain an undercover |icense, who uses the license during
the conmission of a crine other than provided for by the bill
or who knowi ngly all ows another person to use the |license
commits a class "D' felony. A person who uses the |icense
i nproperly, without commtting a public offense, or who fails
to surrender the |license conmits an aggravated m sdeneanor.

The bill provides that the fee for an undercover license is
the sane as for issuance of any of the regular |icenses issued
by the departnent. |In addition, records regarding the

i ssuance of an undercover license are confidential public
records.
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