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Passed Senate, Date Passed Hu0se, uate --------

Vo~e: Ayes ------ Nays Vote: A'-es Nays 

A 

BE 

Approved --------------------------

SENATE JOINT RESOlUTlC•': 

Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of 

the State of Iowa relating to the right of children to free 

public education through the secondary level. 

IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

T;~SB 3457SS 77 

t<l/SC/14 



.. ~ ~, .-.......... ::'\ . 

1 Sectiot~ l. '::he fcllowi.ng amendmer:t to :.ne Co:1stit.u.tion of 

2 the S~ace of rewa is propos~d: 

3 Article " of the Constitutcon of the St2te of Iowa is 

4 amended by adding che following new section: 

5 RIGHT TO ?REE PUBLIC EDUCATION. Sec. 26. The state shall 

6 provide a system of high-quality public scnools and gua;antee 

7 equality of educational opportunity. Public school educ&tion 

8 through the secondary level shall be free of charge for 

9 tuition. Public schooloooks, other materials, and fees for 

10 courses of instruction required by law and essential to each 

ll child's educational developmenr: shall i.:Je provided by the 

12 state. The state shall determine the method of :'i::ancing the 

13 system of public school education. The system of public 

14 school ed~cation sha~l be O?en to all child"en of the state 

15 and free fro~ sectarian control. 

16 The 

17 general 

18 Sec. 

state may 

assembly 

2. The 

provide other free public education as the 

provides by law. 

foregoing proposed amendment to the 

19 Constitution of the State oE Iowa is refec•ed to the General 

20 Assembly to be chosen at the next general electoon for members 

21 of the General Assembly and the Secretary of State is directed 

22 to cause the same to be published for ::hree consecutive mon'chs 

23 previous to the date of chat election as provided by law. 

24 EXP~ANATION 

25 This .:-oi;,t Resolution proposes a:> arnendme!'.t to the 

26 Constitu~:ot: of the State cf !owa estabiishing th<.t the state 

27 has a duty to provide high-quali~y )Ublic school education and 

28 to guarantee educational opportunity, and that public school 

29 education through the secondary level shai1 be ~ree of charge 

30 for tuition. Public schoo2i>ooks.- o~her m2terials, and fees 

31 for courses of instruction required by law and essential co 

32 each child's educational developmen:: shaL be pcovicec ::.;' che 

33 state. The Resolution also provides that the scate shail 

34 determine the method of financing the sys~em of pub;ic school 

35 education, and that the system o:: pui:>l ic :- c[;c;.o~ 2d~;cat:or. 

• 

• 

• 



S.J .R ... ~ ··;: 

1 shall be open to all children of the state ~~a fee~ fro~ 

2 sectarian control. The Resolution additionai]y au~horizes the 

3 general assembly to provide by law for othe: =ree public 

4 education. 

5 The Resolution, if adopted, would be ref~rred to the next 

6 general assembly for adoption before being 5~bmitted to the 

7 electorate for ratification. 
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