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SENATE JOINT KIECLUTION 2L0E
BY GRONSTAL, NEUHAUSER, and
VILSACK

Passed Senate, Date Passed Hcuze, Date

Vote: Ayes Nays Vote: Ares Nays
Approved

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION

A Joint Resclution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of
the State of Jowa relating to the right of children to free
public education through the secondary level.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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cilowing amendment to the Censtitution of

Section 1. The
the State of Icwa is propcsed:

Article I of the Constitution of the State of Icwa is
amended by adding che following new section:

RIGHY TO PREZ PUBLIC EDUCATION. Sec. 25. The state shail
provide a system of high-guality pupblic scnools and guarantee
equality of educational opportunity. Public schooi education
through the secondary level shall be free of charge for
tuition. Public schoolbooks, other materials, &nd fees for
courses of iastruction required by law and essential to each
child's educational development shall be provided by the
state. The state shell determine the method of financing the
system of public schocl education. The system of public
school education shail be open to all children of the state
and free froa sectarian control.

The state may provice other free pubiic education as the
general assembly provicdes by law.

Sec. 2. The foregoing proposed amendment to the
Constituticn of the State of Iowa is referred to the General
Assembly to be chosen at the next general election for members
of the General Assembly and the Secretary of State is directed
Lo cause the same to be published for inhrezs consecutive months
previous to the date of that election as provided by law.

EXPLANATION

This Jciat Resclution proposes an amencdment to the
Constituiicenr of the State of Iowa estabiishiag that the state
has a duty to provide high-quality public school education and

to quarantee educational opportunity, and that public school
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education through the secondary level shail be free of rge
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for tuition. Public schocibooks. ocher materials, ané fe
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for courses cof instructicon required by law and essential to
each cnild's educaticnal gdevelopment shal. be provided 5v the
state. The Resolution also provides ihat the scate shalil
determine the method of financing the system of dublic school

education, and that the system of publiic -choo. sducatiorn
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shall be open to all children of the state zag free from
sectarian control. The Resolution additicnaily authorizes the
gereral assembly to provide by law for other Iree pubiic
education.

The Resolution, if adopted, would be reifarvred to the next
general assembly for adoption before being submitted to the
electorate for ratification.
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